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		Cats that morph into other animals are hilarious and look cute enough to make anyone laugh. In this chapter, we will guide you through the special characteristics of various animals so that you can create hats with animal motifs. You can customize the look and feel of each hat by varying the sizes and positions of the ears and horns.

	
		Bird Wings
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		This is a beautiful hat made with wings that extend upward. The wings require many parts that may be difficult to handle or manipulate, but if you sew them as if you were skewering them with the needle and thread, the wing shape will be stable. Find the best angle for the wings by turning them up a bit or spreading them out.

		To best capture the wing shape when taking photos, use natural lighting near a window and guide your cat’s eyes to look off to the side.
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				1 Make the basic Cup shape (this page).
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				2 To make a brim for the hat, lengthen a cat-hair String (this page) so that it is long enough to loop once around the cup.
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				3 Wrap the brim around the cup and sew it in place (see “Attaching Parts,” this page).
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				4 Reshape the cup if it has become deformed, and poke any fuzzy areas with a felting needle to shape the hat.
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				5 To construct the wings, make two cat-hair strings that are 8 inches (20 cm) long and eight strings that are 6 inches (15 cm) long. You don’t want the wings to lose their shape, so rub the strings firmly so that they harden.

				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				6 Bend the 8-inch (20 cm) strings, which will act as the wing’s bone portion, into an L shape. Lay the ends of four 6-inch (15 cm) strings on the short leg of each L so that the line of the wing tip is diagonal (see photo, opposite). To achieve a diagonal with the tips, some of the opposite ends may protrude beyond the short leg of the L, but don’t worry about that for now.
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				7 Sew the 6-inch (15 cm) strings to the short leg of each L, and then further secure the wing parts together by skewering them with thread at intervals so that they don’t fall apart.
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				8 Use scissors to cut off any portion of the 6-inch (15 cm) strings that protrudes from the short leg of the L. Poke any extra fuzzy parts of the wings with a felting needle to control fluffing.
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				9 Sew the wings onto the left and right sides of the cup. If you want the angle of the wings to be adjustable during photo shoots, only sew the base of the wings onto the cup. If you want the wings to be more stable, sew them on more fully against the sides of the cup.
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		Cow
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		This hat is made to resemble a Holstein, or dairy cow. If you add some large horns that stick out in front of the hat, you can make your cat into a bull and pretend to be a bullfighter!

		When designing an animal hat, we look at pictures of the animal as well as illustrations and stuffed animals for ideas and inspiration, and we encourage you to do the same.

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				1 Prepare the basic Cup shape (this page).
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				2 To make the ears, hold some cat hair with both hands and roll it into a ball that is about 2½ inches (6 cm) across.
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				3 Crush the ball flat into a 4-inch (10 cm) circle, rubbing it in between your palms.
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				4 Cut the flat circle in half with scissors so that you have two semicircles.
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				5 Make two thick cat-hair Strings (this page) and shape them into curved horns. To give the hat a balanced look, try to make the horns about the same height as the semicircular ears.
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				6 To make the nose, create a ball and shape it into an oval. The total length of the oval should be about one-third the diameter of the cup.
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				7 For the eyes and nostrils, make four small balls and shape them into ellipses; the eyes should be slightly larger than the nostrils. Try not to make these shapes too stiff, since it will become difficult later to attach them to the cup with a felting needle. (If you don’t have different-colored cat hair, you can use adhesive-backed felt sheets or substitute buttons for the eyes and nostrils.)
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				8 Affix the nostrils made in Step 7 onto the nose from Step 6 with a felting needle.
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				9 Sew the nose onto the cup (see “Attaching Parts,” this page).

				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				10 Fold the semicircular ears in half and sew them onto the cup with the crease facing up and outward.
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				11 Sew the horns onto the cup. If you bend the horns inward just a bit, the hat will definitely look more like a cow.
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				12 Affix the eyes made in Step 7 onto the cup using a felting needle.

				
					[image: ]
				

			

			
				13 If necessary, hide the seams and joints of all the attached parts (see “Hiding Seams & Joints,” this page).
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				14 To create a cow’s spotted pattern, make some Gauze (this page), cut it into blotch-like shapes with scissors, and attach the shapes to the cup.
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		About the Cats

		Nya

		Type Male Scottish Fold

		Birthday b. 2/14/2007, d. 4/9/2020

		Fur color Blue-gray tabby

		Eye color Green

		Favorite thing Licking water droplets on a glass

		Thing he hated Cat litter

		We welcomed Nya into our home the year we got married. He had a friendly personality that you could feel as he passed by your feet or sat next to you. Nya had clear eyes and a cute nose, so hats looked very cool on him. He was our eldest son and could always be relied on for good photos whenever his younger brothers would be fussy with the hats. Nya had a very fluffy coat that actually did not shed much, even during seasonal molting periods. His hair was so beautiful with its gray gradient.

		Maru

		Type Male Scottish Fold

		Birthday 3/27/2009

		Fur color White

		Eye color Yellow

		Favorite thing Catnip toy doll

		Thing he hates Guests

		Maru is a gluttonous cat who eats both his and his brother’s food—he is our resident dish cleaner. He is incredibly shy, and whenever strangers visit he squeezes into small spaces to hide. Cute hats look good on him, but he messes most hats up due to his big head. Maru’s long hair sheds year round, and because of him we can stock up a lot of cat hair.

		Mugi

		Type Male Scottish Fold

		Birthday 2/21/2014

		Fur color Orange tabby

		Eye color Orange

		Favorite thing Smelling Maru’s rear end

		Thing he hates Having his ears cleaned

		Our youngest child, Mugi, likes toys shaped like bees and often runs around the room. Since his head is round like a ball, hats sit well on his head and are quite stable. Mugi is from the same breeder as Maru, so they’re related. However, they don’t look much alike except for maybe their noses. Mugi has a shiny coat and the hair he sheds holds some moisture, so his hair is best for the hats. The hats that are made from Mugi’s hair last the longest.
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				Clockwise from top: Mugi, Nya, and Maru

			
		
	
		
			About the Authors
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			rojiman Cat Photographer | @rojiman | The Cat Dad

			The resident cat photographer for the family, rojiman is a businessman who usually works from home. He spent his childhood thinking that he loved only dogs, but his entire world flipped upside down when he met Nya the cat. It was love at first sight. His interest in photography began because he wanted to capture all the wonderful looks cats give us—he is fascinated by the facial expressions of cats and all their sassy gestures. To document his cats’ day-to-day moments, rojiman posts daily pics on Instagram.
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			umatan Cat-Hair Hat Designer | @umatan | The Cat Mom

			Whether she’s walking around the city or just watching television, umatan finds inspiration for her cat-hair hats everywhere and every day. She started making cat-hair hats in 2016. People often think she’s quite skilled with her hands, but in fact she’s not very good at sewing. Once when she was a student, she couldn’t sew an apron for a home economics class, so she taped the fabric together and turned it in. She works as an editor, and her dream is to one day create a cat magazine.
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			Finally, we’ve heard from people who have previously had their cats pass away that they wished they had heard about cat-hair hats before. We knew that shed hair could always be kept as a memento, but after we lost Nya in April 2020, we realized what that truly meant. Shed cat hair stays warm and soft, just like the cats who shed it. When you make these hats, memories tend to come back while touching the hair, just like when you were petting your cat. Shed hair is a gift from our cats that can connect us with the memories of lost loved ones.

			Thank you always to our favorite little ones Nya, Maru, and Mugi.
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