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Dedication

			To my rock, my father, Leonard Toboroff, who spent countless hours editing my book only highlighting moms. Dads, you’re critical. To my mom, Joy Toboroff, you’re my role model. To my brother, Matthew Toboroff, thank you for always having my back. And to my babes, Gem and Axel, I fight for you, all day, every day, with pleasure. Lastly, to the moms out there who have been silenced for three years, I love you, I see you, and I hear you.





Introduction

			American moms have had it.

			They’ve watched their country fall apart and public servants turn against them. They’ve been stripped of rights and subjected to McCarthyism by their own children, who’ve been programmed inside the educational complex. They’ll take a lot; they negotiate with “terrorists” all day long—from kids to partners to work associates. But they will not coparent with the government. That is the red line they won’t cross.

			I interviewed twelve supermoms who have recently risen up and become “activated” to fight the government on various levels. And it wasn’t just one cataclysmic event that caused this activation. Between March 2020 and the November 2022 midterm elections, there was a tectonic shift in how political candidates and elected public servants at the local, state, and federal levels operate. Decades-old stump speeches stopped working. Too many life-changing events transpired in too short a period of time for those public servants to carry on like it was business as usual. Real issues related to the survival of our country—the COVID pandemic, Black Lives Matter, mandates including lockdowns, masks, and COVID vaccines, the broken education system, the indoctrination of kids, crime, the economy—became the focal point, replacing paper dragons. And all these fractious issues were politically inspired by Democrats to gain electoral points. The Democrats sold these issues to misinformed citizens at the local level.

			Moms now find themselves in a fight they didn’t start but are going to finish. The twelve torchbearers of the revolution I interviewed weren’t drafted to the war; they volunteered. They ran to the front lines without armor, practice drills, diagrams of the battlefield, or marching orders. That’s how moms roll—when they anticipate danger and their antennae go up, they don’t sit around waiting for instructions. These moms are fighting to ensure that the American dream still exists for the next generation—not only their kids, but yours.

			I never thought I’d run for office. I have enough to do as a divorced mom of two living in downtown Manhattan; I deal with landmines 24/7. Just leaving home to bring my two kids, ages ten and fourteen, to school feels like a matter of life and death. First, we navigate homeless encampments and junkies. When we get to the subway, we see people bracing themselves against the walls so that criminals don’t hurl them onto the tracks. Once on the train, we’re trapped inside a metal box with more junkies and mentally unhinged vagrants threatening, defecating, screaming, smoking weed, and stumbling about.

			We often see posters supporting drug use on the subway car’s walls. One says, “Don’t be ashamed if you are using, be empowered that you are using safely.” Another says, “Fentanyl test strips can help save your life.” These posters making drug use aspirational are brought to us by the New York City Department of Health (a mirthless joke) and Mayor Eric Adams, who are tagged at the bottom of each poster. I internalize my fury every time I see them. All the conversations I have with my children about not doing drugs are challenged by these ads created by unelected bureaucrats and a supposedly health-conscious elected official, publicly promoting drug use.

			And all of this—the encampments, the junkies, the subway cars filled with the terrorized, the posters—we deal with every weekday before eight a.m.

			This is just part of the scenario that drove me to run for city council in 2021, in District 1—which covers downtown Manhattan’s neighborhoods (Chinatown, Soho, Tribeca, the Lower East Side, the Financial District, and other areas). I was at my wit’s end and could take it no more; I feared for my safety and my children’s safety. Things already had been dire in the Big Apple, and COVID made everything even worse. When I was campaigning, the city felt like something from the film Death Wish. And although I lost my race on November 2 that year, I was part of a movement that was the forebear of what was to come: moms impacting policy and effectuating change.

			Democrats outnumber Republicans in New York City seven to one (68 percent), In District 1, Democrats outnumber Republicans by eight to one, so the city council election was a numbers game that I knew I had little hope of winning. However, even though I was a first-time candidate, I helped flip the only area in Manhattan that went from deep blue to pink: Chinatown. I was in the top 1 percent of fundraisers and the first female Republican candidate to ever get matching funds for District 1. And I had the highest percentage of Republican voter turnout ever for that seat.

			My message clearly resonated with voters, and I embodied the change that was to come.

			But before we get to that change, a little backstory on NYC politics. First, the city council is a big deal. The fifty-one-member body controls the Department of Education and the police department. And education in NYC sucks. New York City taxpayers spend $38,000 per public school student annually.1 The prize is being in the bottom half of the nation for reading and writing. It’s a deplorable return on investment.

			When I ran for city council, only three of the fifty-one members were Republican. The legislature in Albany is majority Democrat. The governor and mayor are Democrats. The district attorney and attorney general are Democrats. The citywide judiciary is about 90 percent Democrat. This is what is meant by one-party rule.

			And one-party rule by the Democrats has led to failure.

			In the November 2021 election, the Republicans picked up two more seats in the city council, bringing the total to five. Still less than 10 percent. And the Democrats have been implementing changes for the worse for decades; we just didn’t see it until now. It was like they were slowly boiling a frog, until 2020 came along and the dead frog was floating at the top of the pot.

			In all cities and states, moms who have never been politically engaged are becoming activated. These aren’t the vagina hat–wearing, Gucci shirt–burning activists who slap up a black square or a Ukrainian flag on Instagram and think they’ve made a difference. These are moms getting shit done. And they’re not hiding behind masks; they’re demanding to be seen.

			Supermoms from all political parties, ethnicities, socioeconomic backgrounds, and religious faiths are devoting time they don’t have to fight battles they must win. They’re taking on school boards, running for office, starting advocacy groups, lobbying politicians, filing lawsuits, crafting policy, starting schools, and organizing networks to save the day.

			Here’s what I’ve learned, and why Supermoms Activated is necessary to read right now: the people composing the biggest voting bloc in the November 2022 midterm elections, moms—of which there are eighty-five million in the United States—are leaving the Democratic Party in droves. Also, mothers are no longer offering blind devotion and a free pass to higher office to their party’s candidates. The days of political party loyalty are receding, with many moms prioritizing loyalty to their children. The government isn’t coming to save America or Americans, and the Mom Army is stepping into the breach.

			These activated moms know that there was a red wave in the 2022 midterms—that Republicans got more than four million votes than Democrats did and captured the House. Don’t forget that to do something like this, the Republicans must swim against the tide of a prejudiced media and active branches of the government. Look at what Twitter did as an example: based on what new Twitter boss Elon Musk has thus far turned over to independent journalists, the American government was paying Twitter (and likely other media and tech platforms) to censor conservatives.

			The FBI, under Jack Dorsey’s reign, used taxpayers’ money to pay Twitter $3,415,323 since October 2019. Conservative accounts were banned and targeted under the guise of protecting the country from “foreign influence.” This didn’t happen just to big names like Donald Trump, the sitting president at the time. It happened to everyday people who questioned the Biden administration, the COVID vaccines’ efficacy and origins, the Chinese Communist Party, the purpose of open borders, and more. Going against the Left’s narrative on Twitter merited getting flagged, put on a list, or having an account deactivated. Any dissent led to being branded as an election denier (unless you were a Democrat, like Stacey Abrams). “Right after the 2020 election, during the Stop the Steal movement, Twitter deplatformed Moms for America,” notes Kimberly Fletcher, founder of Moms for America and mother of eight.

			What do we know about COVID, George Floyd, BLM, the vaccines, the economy, the border, illegals, education, and the Democrats? Only what the government has told us through its “affiliates”: the New York Times, the Washington Post, Facebook, Twitter, CNN, MSNBC, TikTok, and many other media outlets.

			The purple wave of moms is now fighting back, and throughout this book you’ll hear their stories. Some of the moms I interviewed are people you’ve been hearing about on the news and through word of mouth. They have stormed school boards, created new types of schools, been first-time candidates for office, founded advocacy groups, fought medical tyranny, and battled at the United States Supreme Court to legally ban critical race theory (CRT). Other moms are lesser known, but their impact has radiated out and been felt by the public.

			America already had the Founding Fathers. Now it has the Founding Mothers. Moms that risked it all before the term “Year of the Mom” was coined by pundits in 2020. Some were doxed and canceled, like former California public school teacher Kali Fontanilla. For exposing CRT being taught at her school, she was harassed online. “The abuse involved rhetoric like, ‘your right wing husband is shooting blanks,’ ‘white supremacist,’ ‘house n**ger,’ ‘bed wench,’ and ‘OnlyFans for white men,’” she says. Others relocated from tyrannical cities and states to ones that were more hospitable. Some of the moms were fired or pushed out of careers. Some made the difficult decision to pull kids out of school. Some were labeled public enemy number one and called “a danger to democracy” on a CNN Anderson Cooper segment.

			All twelve moms profiled here chose a path that was uncharted and uncomfortable, to say the least. As mom of four, radio host, and former political candidate Sandra Whitten says, “I love making people uncomfortable; we’re all uncomfortable together.”

			Collectively, the moms cite being guided by a force larger than themselves. They talk about spirituality and faith—even the moms who aren’t necessarily religious.

			The moms are intrepid, whether speaking before a hostile school board or Supreme Court justices, on live television, or in front of politicians and aggressive drag queens sexually exploiting children. “We’ve got to save the kids,” maintains Sara Gonzales, mother of two and host on Blaze TV.

			These warriors don’t view themselves as victims but rather as being chosen. Every mom I interviewed used all the incoming missiles as a springboard rather than a sentence. They didn’t have a road map but are grateful to be in this fight and thankful for the clarity of purpose. And now they have provided a blueprint for the rest of us.

			Many of them had never been in politics before, getting involved when it appeared they were down for the count with nothing left to give. “I was a student mom when my youngest was a newborn and my husband was working as a border patrol agent for DHS and not getting paid. Sitting there at the kitchen table, helpless, like all these other families, I felt G-d say, ‘This is why I called you,’” Whitten recalls.

			Whether going through a divorce, raising kids single-handedly, fighting against a justice system that offered zero justice, or being financially strapped or at an emotional breaking point, they ignored the million reasons to stay quiet and follow the herd. Their reason for stepping up outweighed all else: protecting their kids.

			“I started referring to ourselves as mama bears and papa bears, and insisted that the school system is treating us like pariahs,” says single mom Asra Nomani. “We can’t let the Left hijack children.”

			Republican governor of Virginia Glenn Youngkin, in office since January 15, 2022, is one of the moms’ first triumphs. He was running a sleepy campaign when the then governor of Virginia, Democrat Terry McAuliffe, said, “I don’t think parents should be telling schools what they should teach. I’m not going to let parents come into schools and actually take books out and make their own decision.” Youngkin sided with the parents and adopted their issues, and was rewarded with a groundswell pushing him over the victory line. As a result, he became a national hero and an example that current Republican candidates across the United States refer to when plotting a win.

			Youngkin isn’t the only candidate to win on a pro–parents’-rights agenda. Florida’s Republican governor, Ron DeSantis, has been unequivocal in his commitment. He signed into law House Bill 7, also called the Individual Freedom bill, which bans educators from teaching certain topics pertaining to race and prevents educators from guilting and shaming students about their immutable characteristics because of past events.

			DeSantis aligned with Moms for Liberty, cofounded by Tina Descovich. During his appearance at the group’s first ever summit in July 2022, there were “Mamas for DeSantis.” DeSantis told the group’s attendees, “Now is not the time to be a shrinking violet. Now is not the time to let them grind you down. You’ve got to stand up, and you’ve got to fight. We have drawn a very clear line in the sand that says our school system is for educating kids, not indoctrinating them. We have drawn a clear line in the sand that says parents have a fundamental role in the education of their kids.”

			DeSantis’ presence at the Moms for Liberty summit immediately followed his endorsements of local school board candidates. He said, “I think what’s happened over the last couple years is, parents now realize that these are really significant elections. Certain elections—the midterm, who’s running for governor or senator—those are important; don’t get me wrong. But [school boards] probably have a significant impact on families’ lives in a way that some of these other offices may not be able to do,” That a governor would do this speaks to Moms for Liberty’s relevance. One of the most powerful politicians weighing in on a previously unknown role, school board member, was historic.

			Back in the Democratic enclave of New York, where I live, Republican gubernatorial candidate Lee Zeldin lost on November 8, 2022, but also made history. He ran on a platform that was pro–parental rights, pro-meritocracy, anti–discriminatory mask and COVID vaccine mandates, and anti-CRT. He got over 30 percent of New York City’s votes, a figure we haven’t seen since Republican governor George Pataki won with 28 percent of the vote in 1995.

			I helped organize Moms for Lee, a group composed largely of registered Democratic moms who could no longer tolerate the betrayal of the Democratic Party. Because of the Democrats’ policies, they felt unsafe amid soaring crime. They were terrified for their children’s educational future, due to American Federation of Teachers president Randi Weingarten’s taking a wrecking ball to the educational system.

			Moms for Lee did something historic. They rallied, created social media groups, harnessed networks of mom friends, dialed for dollars, wrote op-eds in the top national and local publications, went on national and local news, and created a grassroots groundswell that led to more voters coming out to support a Republican.

			While Zeldin was defeated, New York won. The nation owes these Democratic moms a thank-you; they helped ensure that New York picked up four House seats and that Republicans won the majority in the U.S. House of Representatives.

			There are other wins to celebrate, including that Moms for Liberty has helped flip school boards to pro–parental rights candidates. Why are school boards important? Because everything insidious is deposited and sprouted in the educational complex, as malleable minds are the easiest to brainwash, indoctrinate, and activate.

			More than five hundred school board candidates were endorsed by Moms for Liberty chapters in 2022, and 275 won seats. And once pro–parental rights moms win seats on school boards, they understand their power, become familiar with the importance of the immense budget and operations, and feel emboldened to run for other local, state, and federal positions.

			According to Pew Research Center, as of November 3, 2022, the top three issues for voters are mom issues. They are the economy, the future of democracy in the country, and education. Crime is number six. Immigration is prioritized ahead of climate. Race, climate, and abortion don’t even make the top seven issues, and race is in the bottom four on the list of eighteen topics of importance. 2

			The Left, however, is anti-America and anti-Americans. Therefore, it’s anti-mom. It has come out and said it and, via policies, has implemented an anti–United States agenda. The entire premise of “reimagining” America is to transform it fundamentally, which began in earnest with the Obama administration and has continued with the Biden administration.

			For one thing among many, Barack Obama helped destroy education. Common Core—that is, government-imposed academic standards—which cost the taxpayers $80 billion, has been an unmitigated failure. So has the “free education” that he championed. Julie Gunlock, director of the Independent Women’s Forum Center for Progress and Innovation, says, “Schools have become social welfare centers. You drop your kid off at seven a.m., which is called ‘before care.’ They get food because feeding kids is fundamental. Then there’s actual school, lunch, and wellness centers so that teenagers who need condoms or STD assistance can be taken care of minus parental notification. This system really begs an answer to the question, ‘Why do we need parents?’”

			Joe Biden has grifted off of Obama’s failures, which are too numerous to count. Knowing he couldn’t get support, Biden rammed through twenty-two executive orders within his first week in office and 105 to date as I write this. Since assuming office on January 20, 2021, President Biden has hobbled America by every metric. Crime is through the roof, specifically in urban cores governed by Democrats. The economy is on the verge of collapse due to obvious mistakes. Overspending on woke initiatives, taking the country from being energy independent to being an energy slave, dereliction in managing the supply chain, and on top of this, funding a proxy war between Ukraine and Russia have made chicken, eggs, gas, rent, and travel prohibitively costly. It is lost on no one that the Biden administration is using American taxpayers’ money to secure borders, national traditions, and safety in a foreign country while opposing these very necessities here at home.

			Also, while mothers fight to keep their children off drugs, the Biden administration has become a de facto drug dealer and pusher. The invasion at the southern border—even when Title 42 was in place—exceeded, by conservative estimates, three million illegals. Many feel the number is closer to ten million. It should come as no surprise that there’s no official number, because the government suppresses it, as does the media, in a strenuous effort to obscure the horrors. On May 9, 2023, days away from the end of the Title 42 border policy, Biden told Americans that the southern border will be “chaotic for a while.” With this porous border comes child trafficking and drugs, sent in by the Mexican cartels.

			While refusing to label the Mexican cartels terrorists, Biden’s administration, United States attorney general Merrick Garland, Randi Weingarten of the AFT, unelected bureaucrats, and the mainstream media have gone to war against concerned parents, who have been labeled domestic terrorists.

			It is proving to be the biggest misdirection play of all time. According to registration data, over one million voters across forty-three states have switched to the Republican Party since 2021. Voter registration has increased among suburban, white, Hispanic, Asian, and black moms. Fifty-six percent of married women voted Republican in the November 2022 elections.

			To be clear, by and large, politicians—even Republicans—aren’t doing squat; moms are. While it’s true that the Republican candidates and politicians are far superior to the Democrats when it comes to bringing moms into the fold, it is only because the moms have come to the front lines of the battlegrounds.

			Two classes of people are emerging in the Biden-era educational complex: losers and winners. And of course many other government efforts are continuing to nosedive as well. In Democratic bastions, some of which include sanctuary cities, the mayors have admitted they are useless. Despite beckoning illegals, greeting them with concierge services, smothering them in “free” taxpayer-funded luxuries, they’re now begging for help.

			Media darling Mayor Eric Adams of New York City welcomed illegals with concierge service, putting them up in $400-a-night hotels in midtown Manhattan during a financial crisis. This, when moms couldn’t even find, let alone buy, tampons and baby formula due to the supply chain breakdowns. Suddenly, on May 15, he threw in the towel and said, “The city is being destroyed by the migrant crisis,”3

			New York Democratic governor Kathy Hochul’s $230 billion “budget” includes $220 million of Medicaid to go toward illegals in the state. Only New York taxpayers are on the hook for this because federal law prohibits using federal money to foot the bill. On December 14, 2022, Mayor Adams insisted that the federal government fork over $1 billion so he can deal with the unforetold flood of illegals overwhelming New York City. Then, threatening taxpayers, he said on December 18 that “basic services will be cut” if federal money doesn’t come. Federal money didn’t come, but more illegals did and the burden on the tax-base grew. In January, it was projected illegals would cost taxpayers $2 billion, then in February, they would cost $4.2 billion, and in March, it was estimated illegals would cost $10 billion.4 The Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs predicts that with the expiration of Title 42, the Big Apple is on track to receive between nine thousand and fourteen thousand illegals a day!

			On July 28, 2022, police defunding–advocate Mayor Muriel Bowser of Washington., D.C., a Democrat, requested mobilization of the D.C. National Guard to address the “humanitarian crisis” of bused-in illegals. Democratic mayor of Chicago Lori Lightfoot has displaced illegals, immediately moving them from Chicago to its suburbs. Democratic mayor of El Paso, Texas, Oscar Leeser declared a state of emergency over the continued influx of illegals. Democratic mayor of Del Rio, Texas, Bruno Lozano is also in a panic, referring to the horror show as the “Biden Border Crisis.”

			Moms’ brains are working overtime, calculating all the ways their children will be adversely impacted and how the tax dollars they pay are funding the ruination. A New York Post article published on January 1, 2023, takes away some of the guesswork, saying that the cost is “a huge penalty to the lifetime earnings of students forced to suffer through remote schooling, totaling possibly as much as $28 trillion (more than the nation’s entire GDP) over the remainder of the 21st century.”5 It’s the first stab at putting a price tag on the abomination.6

			However, this number is incomplete, as it fails to account for the illegals. Moms are paying taxes to fund criminals (which illegals are by definition), who will be in direct competition with their children. And how will already broken schools with students at below–grade level proficiency in various subjects absorb illegal children, who might have zero proficiency and not even be able to even read and write in English? How will American taxpayers meet the financial demands of expanding schools, hiring additional teachers and general staff, and funding more resources? Then there’s the issue that illegals will be competing for limited spots in higher education and jobs.

			There’s so much work to be done, and the twelve supermoms profiled here have begun it. They’ve exposed corruption at all levels and forced a reluctant media, politicians, and unelected bureaucrats to acknowledge the rot. They’ve forced journalists to do their job and report on the decline. But the moms have done something else: they’ve offered solutions. “Being just angry isn’t effective. We need to focus on education and local issues if we want to win. We don’t need cheerleaders for the broken system,” says Fletcher.

			When they can’t find a politician to support, moms are offering themselves up as candidates. And you know why moms make for good candidates? “Because we’re CEOs of our homes. I was juggling two kids and their respective sports, dealing with school and lack thereof, taking care of the home, preparing meals, mowing the lawn in the evening, working full time during the day, divorcing, running a campaign, paying bills, budgeting, and socializing. I know how to do so much—all moms do. And we’re born fighters,” says Lindsay Cole. Kimberly Fletcher sums it up: “I am a lioness. A Sherman tank is how I identify if you mess with my kids.”

			As Winston Churchill said, “If you’re going through hell, keep going.” These twelve supermoms will keep going to change the hell created by the Democrats. I hope that these profiles of them will both educate and inspire you—because these activated moms and others like them, maybe even you, are the ones who will help parents get their voices back as they work to save the future for all of our children.





Chapter 1:
Kali Fontanilla

			Worked for fifteen years as a public school teacher in Compton, California. Founder of Exodus Institute, which supports homeschooling families. Forty years old and married. The only nonmother I interviewed, but as Kali says, she’s “mom to America’s kids.” A former Democrat, now an independent Conservative who votes Republican when she likes the candidate.

			Kali Fontanilla has firsthand experience with the educational complex, having been a public school teacher for fifteen years. She knows what good educators can accomplish with solid core curriculum and high expectations. She also sees the results of detaching from a traditional core curriculum and attaching to CRT: dramatic learning loss and feelings of inadequacy, resentment, and laziness.

			Kali taught in one of the most dangerous areas in America—Compton, California. The city is notorious for gang violence, specifically by the Bloods and Crips. On a scale of one (low crime) to one hundred (high crime), Compton is rated 56.8.7 This might deter most people, but not Kali.

			Among many parents who are frustrated with a quantifiably significant learning loss, blaming teachers has become de facto. It’s a lazy tactic. Yes, plenty of teachers have been derelict in their duty of teaching kids how to think. They’ve shifted focus away from ensuring that students are proficient in various subjects and toward CRT, which anyone with a grievance can teach—in classes that anyone with a grievance can pass.

			But it’s important to recognize that there are good teachers, even great teachers, who have been victimized by the teachers’ unions and held hostage to an ideology that is diametrically at odds with the purpose of school. Teachers have seen the landscape of their profession change, along with the respect they used to garner. For the good ones committed to educating, the death of their profession has been a bitter pill to swallow. They’re faced with the difficult choice of staying in their career with the children they love or walking away.

			Kali understands what it means to have a difficult home life. “I never met my father; he left while I was still in my mother’s womb,” she says. She grew up in poverty, struggled with a drug addiction at age nineteen, and is a survivor of sexual assault. Not exactly a recipe for success.

			She knows that everything from stability to success starts at home—not at school. Sure, school plays a role; it is equipped to educate those with support and structure at home, whereby good habits are reinforced. But teaching a kid from an unstable home life is extremely difficult—a concept that opposes the narrative that federal school funding is a cure-all.

			As of 2020, almost nineteen million children, 25 percent of the children in the United States, live in single-parent households. Children in this situation have a higher risk of dropping out of school, becoming pregnant in their teens, and divorcing in adulthood. Kali also faced two other uphill battles. Relapse rates after drug rehab are high (approximately 50 percent of addicts relapse within the first year of sobriety), and approximately 50 percent of sexual assault victims have post-traumatic stress disorder, according to a study from Harvard.8

			Starting in 2007, Kali taught in an elementary school composed of marginalized and predominantly brown and black kids. Many of the kids’ parents were addicted to crack cocaine. “The atmosphere was so intense; I took over for a teacher who had burned out after two months on the job,” says Kali.

			According to a Gallup poll, K–12 workers are the most burned-out employees in America—36 percent of them reported being burned out prior to 2020, but since the pandemic, the percentage has gone up to 52.9 Only Kali didn’t burn out; she was on fire. She loved her job, even the location. Teaching kids that had a rough start to life hit close to home. She felt a genuine connection to her class and looked to be a source of inspiration to a body of students that could stand to be inspired.

			Kali was at the school in Compton for only a year (her grandmother passed away and she moved back home to Capitola, California). Nonetheless, her time there was fruitful and instructive. “I raised the standards, expected academically rigorous work from the students, watched them keep up with my demands, the curriculum, and ultimately excel,” she says. It confirmed what she already knew: black and brown kids aren’t victims and don’t need special treatment. They need, like all kids, discipline, encouragement, and challenging curricula to maintain engagement and self-esteem.

			During this time, Kali considered herself politically Left-leaning. However, when it came to education, her beliefs skewed Right. Even back in 2007, she was against the Left’s push to get rid of homework. Anyone with brain activity above that of plant life, and certainly an educator, understands that homework gives students extra time to review class material and parents the opportunity to see what the students are learning in school. Finally, homework necessitates responsibility, on behalf of both the student and the parent monitoring the educational process.

			Kali rejected the blanket no-failing policies that had already started to take root, seeing these policies as opposing academic excellence and setting kids up for failure in the real world. Finally, she was firmly against affirmative action. Black and brown kids didn’t need to be treated like losers who needed an artificial boost; they were capable—and she saw this firsthand.

			After grieving the loss of her grandmother, Kali returned to teaching in Santa Cruz, California. Like Compton, it was an educational quagmire. Students in this community rank in the bottom 50 percent of all schools in California for overall test scores. For math proficiency, they’re in the bottom 50 percent—and only 6 to 9 percent are grade-level proficient in math.10 The student body at the school Kali taught at was approximately 65 percent minority—mainly black and brown kids.

			During her seven years at the school, Kali was committed to instilling accountability via a holistic approach focused on the global picture—owning one’s future and understanding the alternatives to forgoing self-agency. She insisted that her students work hard, complete assignments on time and well, and contribute to classroom life. Just like in Compton, Kali saw positive results with her students in Santa Cruz. They were able to meet high standards, and they flourished.

			Though she loved teaching in Santa Cruz, after seven years there Kali was ready to try something new. In 2015, she started her third and final position in a public school, teaching English language learners in middle and high school in Salinas, California. Three-fourths of the residents there were Hispanic.

			Salinas is famous for all the wrong things. It’s the gang capital of California. It’s part of Monterey County, which has California’s highest homicide rate among ten-year-olds to twenty-four-year-olds. The majority of these murders occur in Salinas, Monterey County’s largest city and its county seat. With a population of one hundred fifty-seven thousand, Salinas is ranked 37.7 out of one hundred for violent crime. (The national average rank is 22.7.)11 This is the environment that Kali chose to teach in. Just making it to school alive was, and still is, a real problem. And students had, and still have, an added pitfall to avoid: getting rolled up into gang life.

			“There’s no question that Salinas’ gang problem is on the high end compared to most other cities in California,” says Salinas police chief Kelly McMillin. His department attributes this to the “unlimited supply of firearms.” The Salinas gun homicide rate is more than seven times higher than the national rate. “These kids are growing up in a battleground area,” McMillin says.12

			Crime rate notwithstanding, Kali’s time teaching in Salinas was going well. Future planning remained one of her educational platforms along, with financial literacy, and it was well received. “Many kids told me my class changed their lives,” Kali says. Kids living in dire circumstances appreciated instruction on ways to pull themselves out of poverty and being shown a vision of a different life. “The more teachers we have telling kids to take accountability of their future, the better,” Kali says. “High school kids are cynical.” She wonders, if the school’s modus operandi is to lower the bar and treat students as if they are “less than,” why would they even go to school?

			The depressed educational outlook the Left offers has proven to be a disaster—and a lie. According to the National Center for Education Statistics, for the school year 2018–2019, Asian/Pacific Islander students had the highest adjusted cohort graduation rate for public high schools, 93 percent, followed by white students at 89 percent, then Hispanic at 82 percent, black at 80 percent, and last, American Indian/Alaska Native at 74 percent.13 However, these numbers don’t tell the real story. Not only public high school graduation rates must be taken into account, but also the lowered standards the educational complex have adopted. According to the website EdSource, some of California’s largest school districts are dropping D and F grades, and other districts are mulling over phasing out grades below a C for high school students.14 To remove accountability, the goalpost is being moved.

			Teacher and student results must be worrisome, because “the California Department of Education is withholding the release of the results of the Smarter Balanced tests that students took last spring until an undetermined date later this year,” according to a separate EdSource article published in the fall of 2022.15 “The result will be a monthslong delay before the public can view results in English language arts, math and science for the state, districts, schools and charter schools.” It’s an admission of failure on the part of both the federal government and the bureaucrats running our public schools.

			Throughout Kali’s fifteen-year career as a public school teacher, she took kids that weren’t grade-level proficient and got them up to speed. “We have a literacy issue in this country,” she says. But “at first-grade level and by the end of the year, I was able to get my students literate.”

			One would think that the educational complex would use Kali’s efficacious methods, but one would be wrong. Kali’s methods would be appreciated and supported only if the goal were to raise the bar, protect the children, and respect taxpayers funding the school system. And this is not the goal of the educational complex.

			Even before the pandemic, there were too many failing schools with children performing below grade level. Now, post-pandemic, rather than get serious, schools are doubling down on failed policies, making the education gaps even wider. First, the students missed a precious two years of education and socialization due to the teachers’ unions’ insistence on school buildings remaining closed. The results were so damning, an investigation by the House Oversight Committee’s Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic have been ongoing, focused on out-of-nowhere changes made to CDC guidance to reopen schools, released in February 2021, approximately one year after the first cases of COVID were reported in the United States. Randi Weingarten, leader of one of the country’s largest teachers’ unions, told Republican lawmakers that claims that the union conspired with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to keep schools closed longer than necessary at the height of the pandemic are “patently false.”16 However, Republicans maintain the teachers union and the CDC worked in unison to keep schools closed. Rep. Brad Wenstrup, R-Ohio, who chairs the pandemic subcommittee, sent a letter to Weingarten in March, alleging the CDC “deviated from standard practice” by allowing her and AFT leaders to “revise and edit an internal draft,” and that the exchange “coincidentally shifted CDC’s guidance to align with AFT’s agenda—keeping schools closed.”17

			When children returned to school, they were confronted by a new landscape. Due to so-called COVID mitigation, “spacing” in school became a national conversation. Desks were spaced six feet apart, class size halved, lunchtime no longer a beehive of socialization but a seating plan challenge because to date, we’ve yet to figure out how to eat or drink with a mask on. The schools should have been hyperfocused on teaching a core curriculum. The exact opposite happened.

			“Three issues—closures, mandates, and CRT—weighed heavily on me,” says Kali. The pandemic served as an excuse for so many teachers to not teach but still collect a salary. Others went into overdrive and, like superheroes, were hell-bent on helping to save kids starved for consistency, human interaction, mental stimulation, and contact with the community they spend the most time with outside of home. Kali was one of the superheroes. “I mastered online teaching,” she says. “As the school day was cut in half, I cut out all the fluff.”

			Every caring parent took issue with the “fluff”—that is, anything unrelated to traditional core curriculum—once school went online, and they continued to do so once the schools reopened. Yet schools couldn’t even keep track of their pupils, let alone focus on a curriculum. Compounded gross negligence ensured that the schools closed, then moved online. Teachers failed to keep track of attendance, didn’t hold students accountable for not showing up or turning in assignments, had a relaxed grading policy and, finally, gaslit the parent body into believing that this came from a place of worry about students’ safety and health. Rather, these changes were well thought out and intentional. Many teachers were in dereliction of duty and following orders to purposefully change the landscape of school in order to change the ideology of American children.

			Kali remembered her duty. Her students showed up, and they did great—despite all of the above and despite a mask mandate. When the school building reopened to students, masks were required. However, “as a two-time survivor of sexual assault, wearing a mask was out of the question,” Kali says. During one of the attacks, her breathing had been restricted. So at school, she refused to cover her face. The school’s reaction was illuminating. Zero accommodations for someone who had survived an assault or struggled with asthma were granted. “The educational complex claimed to champion mental health and safety, yet created openly hostile breeding grounds toward those who didn’t feel healthy or safe in a mask,” Kali says. It wasn’t just the flashbacks of her sexual assault that prohibited Kali from wearing a mask; it was the fact that the policy created a forced traumatizing environment. It placed a barrier between student and teacher, between trusted confidants. Children were even told they could kill others if they were not masked, so masks became a symbol of death.

			But the straw that broke the camel’s back for Kali, resulting in her soon-to-be departure from teaching at public school, was CRT. In 2020, spurred by George Floyd’s death and the Left’s encouraging of and using BLM for its own purposes, all manners of institutions were “reimagined
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