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      We view James and Jude as the authors of the books that bear their names. But who is James? Who is Jude? Let’s look at what Scripture tells us.

      James

      There are several men named James in the New Testament (but none in the Old). The one we might best know is James, the brother of John and a disciple of Jesus. Yet King Herod arrests and executes James early in the book of Acts (Acts 12:1–2). That means this James would not have been alive to write this letter.

      Two other men named James are the son of Alphaeus and the father of Judas (Acts 1:13). As secondary characters, it’s unlikely either wrote the letter of James.

      One of Jesus’s brothers, however, is James (Matthew 13:55). He’s a fixture in the early church in Jerusalem (Acts 15:13) and becomes its leader after Peter flees to avoid imprisonment (Acts 21:18). It’s this James, the brother of Jesus, who most likely writes the book that bears his name.

      Yet he opens his letter with the humblest of greetings, saying he’s a servant of Jesus Christ (James 1:1). It’s as if his biological connection with the Savior of the world doesn’t matter. What does matter is that he’s God’s servant.

      Jude

      The name Jude only appears once in the Bible, and it’s in the opening of his letter (Jude 1:1). Like James, he identifies himself as a servant of Jesus Christ. In addition, he mentions he’s a brother of James.

      In Matthew 13:55, we learn that Jesus’s brothers are James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas (Jude). Jude already revealed he’s the brother of James.

      We should understand Jude as an alternate form of Judas. After Judas Iscariot betrays Jesus, who among Jesus’s followers would want to go by the name Judas? I wouldn’t. And who would be uneasy opening a letter from Judas—even though it’s from a different man? It would certainly give me pause. Going by Jude instead of Judas makes sense.

      Brothers

      This means we have two books of the Bible written by Jesus’s brothers. This is noteworthy for two reasons.

      First, they didn’t initially believe in him (John 7:5). They were understandably skeptical that the brother they grew up with could be God’s son. Yet they eventually believe and identify as his servants. This is a dramatic transformation, from skeptics to followers.

      Second, though Jesus’s disciples spend three years with him, James and Jude have spent their entire life with him, until his death. This gives them a twenty, twenty-five, or even thirty-year history with Jesus. Therefore—outside of his mother Mary—James and Jude have known Jesus longer than anyone else in the early church. This makes their insights about him and his teachings even more profound.

      Given all this, we’ll do well to embrace and contemplate the words in these letters from James and Jude, servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.

      

      Like James and Jude, should we consider ourselves servants of Jesus? How can we best serve our Lord and Savior?

      

      [Discover more about another man who identifies as Jesus’s servant in 1 Corinthians 4:1, Ephesians 3:7, and Philippians 1:1.]

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE LETTER OF JAMES

          

          JAMES 1:1

        

      

    

    
      
        
        James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. (James 1:1)

      

      

      

      James writes to the twelve tribes scattered throughout the area. Saying twelve tribes suggests he’s writing to Jewish Christians or Jewish believers. If so, does his letter apply to us as Gentiles (that is, non-Jews)? Yes! These believers are the early followers of Jesus, so by extension, a message to them then is a message to us now.

      But not all versions of the Bible say the twelve tribes. Other descriptors are God’s people and God’s faithful. This most certainly applies to us.

      Let’s discover all that James packs into his powerful letter of instruction and encouragement.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DAY 1: PURE JOY

          

          JAMES 1:2–4

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds. (James 1:2)

      

      

      
      After moving past the salutation of the letter, James opens with an oft-quoted verse about pure joy. What an exciting beginning! We all want joy. And pure joy—that is, joy at its finest—is even better.

      Yet James connects this pure joy with facing trials. Hardships are something we’d all like to avoid. We don’t even want to read about them. Yet James combines these two extremes.

      First, we should consider joy as not being synonymous with happy, even though the dictionary uses one word as a possible descriptor of the other. Being happy is more superficial and temporary, whereas joy is deeper and transcendent. This is the joy James refers to.

      When we encounter life’s difficulties, we should embrace them with joy—with pure joy. We know that as we persevere through these challenges, we will become better for it. We grow, and we mature. We become stronger and more complete as a person, as a follower of Jesus. It sets us up to finish the race before us (2 Timothy 4:7).

      What are these trials?

      Trials of “many kinds” cover an array of ordeals. Rather than specify what they are, James leaves it up to us individually to determine. What looms as a hardship for one may not be a hardship for someone else. A burden that may test the faith of one person may be a non-issue for another.

      Let’s consider some kinds of trials we may face.

      What first comes to mind is temptations. The temptation to sin is a huge trial for many. When we face temptation, we turn toward God and resist it (1 Corinthians 10:13). Each time we resist, we become stronger.

      Another area that can produce trials comes from relationships. Some relationships present formidable challenges. This may occur at work, with neighbors, or from our own family. These can produce emotional distress. We must seek the Holy Spirit to guide us in navigating these difficulties in a God-honoring way. (If the threat is physical, we must first seek to keep ourselves safe.)

      A third consideration is money, along with food, shelter, and the necessities of life. These provide another type of trial that many people face. Whether these come from within—poor decision-making—or from without, James wants us to confront it with pure joy. We know that as we seek God to persevere through it, we will mature in the process.

      Each one of these scenarios can produce a crisis of faith. We pray for God to deliver us from our specific trial, but the answers may not come as fast as we’d like or in the way we wish. We may then question God and the confidence we place in him.

      Our faith can also undergo a trial—a testing—when doubt forms in our minds. This can come from what other people say or when the enemy assaults us. It’s
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