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Page of Pentacles

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room wondering what the next card would be. She picked up the special deck and shuffled. She set the deck down and drew the top card. It was the Page of Pentacles. She turned and left the room knowing Madeline had just come back in the house with a client.

Alice walked upstairs listening to the music Eliot was playing as he worked in the greenhouse. She went inside her room and sat down at her desk. They found the corresponding cards from her decks and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and studied the cards.

By this point, she knew pages were apprentices and still learning whatever it was they needed to learn. It could be how to be an adult or even a profession. She smiled knowing full well, she was still a page when it came to learning tarot.

She wasn’t fully aware of the passage of time. Just the music had stopped and she could hear her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set down her pen. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen.

Eliot was setting the table as Madeline served everyone. Alice quickly got drinks and they all sat down together. No one tried to speak for several moments.

Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Page of Pentacles.”

Eliot raised an eyebrow and continued eating.

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is academic tradition, a plodding scholar and a love of the new. Someone who is stable and loyal. It could be a do-gooder who is patient. It could mean a new job or raise. It can be an apprenticeship, obedience, steadfastness, concentration and reflection.”

Madeline nodded. “What of the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is loss or bad news. Someone who can’t face reality or overlooks the obvious. It could also be someone who is illogical or rebellious.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get a new card tomorrow.”

Eliot sighed.

Madeline frowned. “What’s wrong, Eliot?”

“Oh, Alice going over the Page of Pentacles reminded me how her mother and Heath can’t face reality.”

Madeline sighed. So did Alice.

Eliot continued, “Both of them are illogical and rebel against the truth that Alice is happy here and doesn’t want to leave.” He paused. “Or at least she keeps telling me she doesn’t want to leave.”

Alice smiled. “It’s true. I’m quite happy living here with both of you.”

Madeline smiled. Mr. Flowers and James became visible in the kitchen. The elves didn’t react to the ghosts.

Mr. Flowers said, “Yeah, Alice’s mother wasn’t good about facing reality. She’d always argue when she didn’t agree with what was happening. It was next to impossible to get through to her.”

Alice nodded. “I remember that. She never believed me when I told her that what she taught me didn’t work for me. She insisted I was doing it wrong.”

Mr. Flowers shook his head. “I don’t know why it wasn’t working for you, but I do believe you. Perhaps you’re not meant to work for someone else?”

Alice said, “Probably not.” She paused. “At least things are starting to work for me now. Eliot and I have plenty of orders to fill.”

Mr. Flowers smiled. “I’m glad people appreciate what you make. That does help when enough do and will pay for what you’re offering.”

James said, “Well, I can agree both Alice’s mother and Heath aren’t facing reality. I can tell she’s happier here. I think she’s found her calling.”

Madeline smiled. “Yes, she enjoys her studies and crafting. And it’s a bonus that she’s helping to earn money which supports us all. I had a feeling she’d do well here when she failed at everything else.”

Alice nodded. “I’m just glad you gave me the opportunity to do so. I needed something, but wasn’t sure how to make it happen.”

Eliot said, “Perhaps you needed to be shown there was another way before you could understand.”

Alice said, “I think that’s a big part of it. My mother insisted it was her way or else I was just too stupid and mentally ill. She didn’t believe I could do it and I knew in a way that I could, but it wouldn’t be something she could understand.”

Eliot sighed. “I’m glad with my parents that even though they didn’t fully understand, that they learned I’m alright and could do well this way.”

Madeline nodded. “I remember listening to their objections. I just simply pointed out this was another way for him to work that just might be more suitable for him.”

Eliot nodded. “Eventually, they stopped complaining. They have heard of my success with the herbs and plants, so they aren’t so worried now. I’m just glad they listened and stepped out of the way when I wanted to try and see what would happen.”

Madeline chuckled. “You do realize that we can get set in our ways and when we give young people advice, we are really telling you how it worked for us. I know that’s not always the most useful to young people.”

Alice smiled. “Is that why you say it more specifically as this is what I did rather than this is what you should do?”

Madeline nodded. “Exactly. I know how it feels to be told you’re doing it wrong. I didn’t do it wrong, I just did it differently and in a way that others don’t always understand.”

Eliot checked his tablet. “Alice, we have some orders to fill.” He showed her the orders. “So, let’s wash dishes and clean up the kitchen.”

Alice nodded. The ghosts disappeared and Madeline went to the front door to let in a new client. It didn’t take Alice and Eliot long to clean up the kitchen and wash the dishes. When they were finished, they left the kitchen for the greenhouse. He turned on music and they got right to work.

The big screen displayed the orders and they focused on the large ones first to ensure they would have those done in time. The boxes were waiting for the items with some packaging. So, they worked on their part of the orders until they were filled.

They sealed and labeled the boxes just as the delivery person arrived on the property. They were happy to receive the packages and cheer them on with their work.

There were still a few orders left, but they were all quite small. They quickly discovered they didn’t have all the items they needed. They made notes of what was missing. Fortunately, they had all the plants. Alice smiled knowing Eliot would take care of them.

Eliot smiled as he prepared each plant they would need. “I see you find it amusing that you have to wait on me.”

Alice laughed. “It is amusing. I don’t know how to do this part.”

“Would you like to learn?”

“That would probably be a good idea.”

He finished what he was doing and then got more plant material. He told her and demonstrated what needed to be done. She joined in and soon they had what they needed to complete the remaining orders.

Then they were able to finish all the orders for the day. It was good as a few of the clients showed up. No one had to wait very long and were happy their requested items were quite fresh. Alice kept thanking people and was glad they were satisfied with what she crafted for them. She didn’t want to be anywhere else.

It had been a long day, but Alice and Eliot didn’t mind. They restocked the items they figured they would need based on the orders they had to deal with over the past few days. Madeline came back from her nap to see what they were up to.

They were still working and laughing at jokes they made to each other.

She smiled at them. “I see you’re enjoying yourselves.” She checked the orders on the big screen. “Oh, I’m impressed.” She looked back at them. “I see you’re preparing yourselves for tomorrow too. I’m glad I don’t have to supervise you. You just know what to do and you do it.”

Alice said, “Eliot taught me how to prepare the plants today because we ran out of things and I had nothing to do.”

Madeline nodded. “Good. I’m glad I don’t have to deal with that part either. Now when I’m ready to retire, I can just let you two do everything.” She walked away to go cook dinner for all of them.

Alice and Eliot smiled to each other.

Alice said, “I see we won’t have to be pages much longer. We’re moving up to knights.”

They laughed together. They finished their work for the day by labeling the rest of the items they crafted. Then they danced together before having dinner with Madeline. They knew she wouldn’t care if they danced for a bit after all the work they had done for the day.

They enjoyed themselves without any cares.
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