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  The Book:


This book is combined of four novellas that were published in eBook format only. 
Anonymous Love - Published 2021
Lindsey Parker has been single and alone for two years. After being left at the altar, she decided to give up on love, until playing Spades online turns into something more and in walks Chris Evans. He's an unexpected twist in her life. A life that she thought she would be spending the rest of it alone.
Entangled- Published 2021
What do you do when the man you are still in love with is dating someone new? Now, they are seeing each other in the shadows. She can’t tell anyone they are back together until the other woman is no longer in the picture. How long can she wait for him to fix their current situation? Can she maintain her dignity because she knows that the time-lapse that caused him to turn to some- one else, was her fault?
UnEntangled – The Wedding- Published 2021
UnEntangled is the novelette continuation of Entangled.
It was a long road, but they finally made it to the wedding! Christie and Jamie have been through so much, but will they finally get their happily ever after, or will someone or something stop the ‘I Do’s’?
Secret Spark- Published 2023
What do you do when the man you are in love with is not your race?
The world is getting more acceptable of interracial relationships, but when Regina Evans falls in love with Andrew Hughes, her father is not in full agreement. Can these two beat the odds and make it work?







  
  Anonymous Love










  
  Chapter One


It was a beautiful day in June. The sun was shining bright. There wasn’t a cloud in the sky. Today was the first day of the rest of her life. She was the happiest she had ever been. It was the day she was going to marry the love of her life after four years of dating and planning a future together, it was finally time to become his wife. It was time for her happier ever after. 
Lindsey Parker was set to marry the love of her life, or so she thought right up until the day she was standing at the altar and her fiancé Conner never showed up. He had just left her standing there having to tell everyone after thirty minutes of waiting, that there wasn’t going to be a wedding. She was devastated to say the least.
She tried calling him several times, and he never answered. Finally, he changed his number. She never knew what had gone wrong, why he never showed up. He never gave her an explanation. All she had was her thoughts that there was something wrong with her. If he could leave her after confusing his unconditional love to her and making future plans, then who would? And if someone ever told her again that they loved her, how could she ever trust that it was real?
Her whole world felt as if it had been ripped apart along with her heart being ripped out of her chest. All of her dreams were destroyed. They were supposed to spend the rest of their lives together, raise a family, build a home, until death do them part.
She had run into him about six months later. He was holding hands with a pregnant woman and they both were wearing wedding rings. It was an awkward encounter, one that she couldn’t seem to put out of her mind, right along with standing at the altar alone. He looked as shocked to see her as she did to see them. She immediately turned and went in the other direction. She couldn’t even think of anything to say, she was furious and there was nothing he could say that would explain or make it any easier. It became really clear that he had been seeing this woman while engaged to her and the other woman had gotten pregnant. This woman was now living her life. She had her husband, her future, her kids with him, everything. It was as if she was being left at the altar again. She could feel all of those rush of emotions hitting her chest like a freight train.
She got in her house and locked herself in for four days. She had called out of work sick. She couldn’t face the world. How was she supposed to move past this pain and hurt? She couldn’t eat or sleep. Every time she closed her eyes all she saw was him and his wife.
On the fourth day, her best friend busted through the door with her key and told her that it was time to get up. She didn’t have to get over it today, but she needed to start living life and not let him destroy her. It was good advice, but that day was the day that she decided that love was not in the cards for her. She will never have her happily ever after.
It has been two years since that encounter and not once has Lindsey been on a date. The thought of dating and falling in love again, was something that her heart just couldn’t take. She couldn’t get past her past in order to see her future. Every night she would come in from work, watch TV, drink a glass of wine, and eat dinner. Some nights she would play video games and board games on her laptop with different people from around the country. It gave her interaction with others, except for the few nights throughout the year that her best friend would get her out of the house for dinner, a movie, a bar, or some kind event like a concert.






  
  Chapter Two


For the last three months she had been playing Spades online with Sherry and Dwayne 
Brown a few nights a week. They lived in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and they had all talked about getting together when they took a vacation down to Orlando, Florida since Lindsey lived in Daytona about an hour away. It had been a breath of fresh air to play with them. They had become fast friends and were in the same age bracket. It was a friendship that she had grown to enjoy. Her best friend was in a serious relationship, so they didn’t get to spend as much time together as they used too. She was happy for her and wished her all the best, but it made her life lonelier than before. She may not need or want a man in her life, but friends she needed.
When they got ready to play tonight there was a group chat message from someone named
ChrisE134 asking if he could join their group. Dwayne responded and asked a few basic questions. What age group was he in, and that he didn’t have to give his exact age. The guy responded forty-two as an exact age. Dwayne then asked was his real name Chris. The guy responded yes. Dwayne then responded, we welcome you in, but we will be keeping an eye on any chats that you do. We are a tight group of friends and are respective of each other. Chris responded, thank you. Then Dwayne said, my name is Dwayne Brown and my wife Sherry.
The other player is Lindsey Parker.
At this point they began to play the game.
They played four games a night depending on each other’s time. Tonight, they played as individuals like they normally did because of the previous uneven number of players. The main reason was so that Lindsey could see how Chris played before they started playing as partners. They all chatted inside a group chat. They had a lot of small talk, getting to know each other. They didn’t answer questions like where they lived, or where they worked, or any questions that would give an idea of how someone could find each other. That trust would take time to grow. It was still an online game and there were a lot of creeps out there who stalked people through the internet. As a group of now friends, Lindsey, Dwayne, and Sherry, were really careful about those types of things. They had exchanged photos and Sherry and Lindsey talked on the phone a lot.
The next night, Lindsey got ready to play Spades with her friends, half thinking that the new guy Chris wouldn’t show up, that maybe him joining them was a one time thing, but the other half of her was hoping he would join. It would be more fun playing with partners.
When she got online, Sherry and Dwayne were already available. She chatted hello. They said that they would wait a few minutes for Chris before getting started. A minute later, he signed on.
While playing the game tonight, there was a shift. They were playing their second hand when she heard the ping of the chat. She was surprised to see that Chris had started a chat with her in it.
Chris: Good evening, Lindsey. How was your day today?

Lindsey: It was good. Thank you for asking. How was your day?

Chris: It was good. No issues so that is always a good thing?


They continued to chat on small talk through the night. This went on for a month. They would just chat about their days, things they liked and didn’t like, goals, dreams etc. He shared some of his past relationships, but she wouldn’t open up about hers.






  
  Chapter Three


It was Wednesday night and game night. When they joined online tonight, he opened up their chat. 
Chris: Good evening! How are you today?

Lindsey: I am good. How are you?

Chris: I am good. We have discussed a lot this last month. I am comfortable telling you that I live in Orlando, FL. It is a busy life here. That’s why it is so refreshing to get on here at night.

Lindsey: (not even thinking replied) Wait, you live in Orlando? That is very interesting since I live here too!

Chris: No way! It’s that incredible! How would you like to meet for coffee on Saturday? My treat.

Lindsey: (still trying to figure out how her mouth spoke with her brain thinking first said) Yes, that would be really nice.


Once she had said yes, their conversation consisted of game chatter in the group chat.
The rest of the night she couldn’t believe she had agreed to meet him for coffee. She started to take it back and tell him that she had forgotten that she had a previous engagement, but then she figured she could go anyway. It wasn’t a date. It was just two friends meeting face to face for the first time.
They finished out the night of games and said good night to everyone in the chat, then a separate good-bye in their chat and Chris said he couldn’t wait to see her Saturday. They had decided on 9 am at Starbucks on International Drive, and he texted her a photo of himself. He was very handsome. Beautiful brown eyes, black hair, and a slight beard. This made her even more nervous. He could obviously be with any woman he wanted. Why would he want to be seen with her? She might ruin his lifestyle.
After she disconnected from online, she jumped in the shower and got into bed. But she couldn’t fall asleep. She tossed and turned all night. She couldn’t stop thinking that Saturday was three days away and she was having so many doubts and questions already. Some of the questions were, what if he thought she was ugly, what if in person he didn’t like the ways she talked, dressed, her hairstyle, her personality, or character? She honestly couldn’t handle another rejection from another man. She didn’t even think she had completely healed from the last one.
At some point she finally fell asleep, but when the alarm went off for her to go to work, it felt like she had just dozed off. She got up and went to work. She did her best not to think about Chris or Saturday’s coffee date and focus on work. It was a hard task to do, but she made it through the day.
When she got home she called her best friend Carol for advice.
“Hello,” Carol said as she answered the phone. “How have you been?”
Lindsey replied, “I am good. Do you have a few minutes to talk? I have something that I am conflicted about and nervous about.”
“Sure. You know I always have time to talk,” Carol replied.
“I have a coffee date on Saturday, and I use the word ‘date’ lightly. You know I have been playing spades online for months with the couple from Indiana. Well a guy named Chris joined a few weeks ago and we have been chatting on a separate chat.
Last night we realized that we both live in Daytona. He asked me out for coffee and I said yes without even thinking about it,” Lindsey said.
“That’s great news! Maybe that’s a possibility! Hopefully, he will be the one to get you out of this ‘I don’t want to date’ slump you have had the last few years. I am so excited and you better call me with details!” Carol said back with such enthusiasm.
“Well, I don’t think there will be that much to call you about. It’s obvious that you are in agreement with me going, even though I am having doubts,” Lindsey said calmly.
“It is just nerves because you haven’t been on any kind of date in years. You never pulled yourself up by your boot straps and jumped right back into the game. Honestly, aren’t you tired of your ‘massager’!” Carol said laughing.
“You are not funny. And I am not jumping into bed with anyone. But I see your point. I am going overboard for no reason. I keep telling myself that it is not a date. That it is just two friends meeting in person for the first time,” Lindsey said.
“Well, I for one, I am praying for so much more for you. He maybe the man I have been praying God would send you way,” Carol responded.
“Thank you. I will call or text you Saturday with details,” Lindsey said as they hung up.






  
  Chapter Four


She woke up and realized that Saturday finally came. She was immediately nervous. She almost backed out. The butterflies in her stomach were about to make her throw up. She had to calm herself down. Then she thought about her conversation with Carol, and she remembered that no matter how nervous she was, and no matter what the outcome, she wasn’t expecting anything from him but a friendship, contrary to Carol wanting it to be more. 
Not to mention, she had no way to contact him and she would never just not show up without letting him know first. So, she had to suck it up. She got out of bed, jumped in the shower and battled with what to wear. Finally, she decided on a pink sundress and sandals. She combed out her hair and left it hanging down. Then did her make-up. Before walking out the door, she did a quick once over to see how she looked. She still couldn’t believe she was actually doing this.
When she got to Starbucks, she looked around, and he was already at a table. He was more handsome in person. He was in a pair of khaki shorts, flip-flops and a t-shirt. Guess he either wanted to be comfortable or this really wasn’t a date. She straightened her hair with her hand before walking over.
“Chris,” she said as she got close.
“Lindsey!” he replied as he thought to himself how beautiful she was. He got up from his seat and said, “Before you sit down, do you want to go ahead and order?”
“Yes, that would be good,” she replied.
They both ordered coffee and a breakfast sandwich. He paid for everything.
“Thank you for paying, but you really didn’t have to do that,” she said as they went to sit back down at a table.
“Now, what kind of gentleman would I be if I didn’t pay!” he said with a giggle trying to lighten the mood. He could tell she was really nervous. “I should have said this when you first walked up, but you look beautiful.”
Before they knew it they had talked through the breakfast rush and midway through the lunch rush. Chris asked her out on an official date for next
Saturday. She said yes and they exchanged numbers.
For the next week, they text every day and played their normal Spade games online. Lindsey couldn’t believe how open she was with Chris. She felt him chipping away at her walls. Could she really find true love? Could she open up and just be happy?
Those were the questions she asked herself.
Saturday night came, and she had met him at the restaurant, still being very cautious. It was this conversation where she opened up about being left at the altar and not dating since.
“I am so sorry. I don’t understand how he could have given you up. You are beautiful, caring, and compassionate about life and others. I personally think you are amazing,” he said.
“Thank you, Chris. It means a lot. I will be honest though, my walls are up and they are thick,” she replied.
“That’s okay. I understand. I am fine with waiting for you to be ready to move from friends into a relationship. I want you to know though, that is what I am looking forward to. I think you are an amazing woman. A woman that I am enjoying getting to know better,” he said.
“Okay, thank you,” she replied.
At the end of the night, he asked her out again for the following Saturday, and after that date again for the next weekend. This went on for three months. With each date she felt her walls falling down.
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