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NOTE TO THE READER

This book has been conceived as an explanatory political chronicle focused on a central figure in Venezuela’s recent history: Nicolás Maduro. Its purpose is not to persuade, judge, or provoke controversy, but to explain and to provide historical and political context.

In contemporary public debate, Nicolás Maduro is often discussed through ideological lenses, competing narratives, and highly polarized discourse. Within that environment, it has become increasingly difficult for readers to access an orderly, accessible account grounded in verifiable facts. This book seeks to help address that gap.

The approach adopted here is chronological and documentary. Throughout these pages, the principal milestones of Maduro’s personal and political trajectory are reconstructed, along with the historical contexts in which they unfolded. The analysis considers institutional, economic, social, and international factors that help explain both his rise to power and his continued presidency in twenty-first-century Venezuela.

This text does not seek to absolve or condemn, nor does it aim to offer definitive conclusions. When sensitive issues are addressed, clear distinctions are made between confirmed facts, official statements, ongoing journalistic or judicial investigations, expert analysis, and public controversies. At all times, the reader remains free to form an independent judgment.

Stylistic decisions follow a deliberate commitment to clarity and accessibility. Academic language and partisan tones have been avoided in favor of a fluid narrative that can be understood by non-specialist readers, both inside and outside Venezuela.

In a context shaped by deep political polarization, this book proposes a different kind of reading: informed, contextualized, and open. Understanding does not imply justification; explaining is not the same as taking sides. Analyzing a country’s political processes is, above all, an exercise in historical perspective and critical understanding.

What follows is a chronicle grounded in cross-checked sources, intended to provide historical perspective on a present that is still unfolding.


SOURCES AND EDITORIAL APPROACH

This book has been developed using an editorial approach grounded in rigorous verification, clear attribution of information, and systematic cross-checking of sources. Its objective is not to construct an interpretive narrative from an ideological standpoint, but to present a documented, structured, and accessible account of facts, processes, and contexts related to Nicolás Maduro and contemporary Venezuela.

The content has been prepared exclusively on the basis of recognized and verifiable sources, including:

– Reports, resolutions, and official communications issued by international organizations
– Documents, statistics, and statements published by official institutions
– Economic data produced by national and international entities
– News coverage and analytical reporting from established media outlets
– Academic studies and publicly available research
When addressing sensitive or controversial matters, information is presented with explicit attribution and with clear distinctions between confirmed facts, official statements, journalistic investigations, ongoing judicial or institutional processes, expert analysis, and existing public debates.

This book does not rely on rumors, speculation, anonymous opinions, or social media content as primary sources. It does not formulate accusations or present allegations of legal or criminal responsibility as established facts. Instead, it limits itself to describing documented elements that are publicly available at the time of writing.

The editorial approach emphasizes historical and political contextualization. Events are not presented in isolation, but are situated within their temporal, institutional, and regional frameworks, in order to facilitate a broader understanding of the processes in which they occur.

Given that many of the events analyzed belong to a period that is still unfolding, this book acknowledges the inherent limitations of contemporary analysis. It therefore avoids definitive conclusions and presents information with caution, precision, and respect for the complexity of Venezuela’s political reality.

The guiding principle of these pages is straightforward: to inform with rigor, to explain with clarity, and to allow readers to form their own judgments based on contrasted data and identifiable sources.



PART I — ORIGINS AND CONTEXT
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CHAPTER 1: Venezuela Before Maduro
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To understand the rise of Nicolás Maduro and the context in which he would later exercise the presidency of Venezuela, it is necessary to examine the country that preceded him. Venezuela at the beginning of the twenty-first century was the outcome of political, economic, and social processes that had unfolded over several decades, shaped by cycles of stability, crisis, and institutional transformation.

For much of the second half of the twentieth century, Venezuela was governed under a political system based on party alternation, primarily between Acción Democrática and COPEI. This arrangement, known as the Puntofijo Pact system, emerged after the fall of the dictatorship of Marcos Pérez Jiménez in 1958 and was sustained by political agreements intended to ensure democratic stability, governability, and power-sharing among the country’s principal political forces.

For several years, this system coincided with a period of high oil revenues that allowed the state to assume a central role in the economy, finance expansive public policies, and sustain broad social programs. Beginning in the 1980s, however, declining oil prices, rising external debt, and longstanding structural weaknesses in the economy began to undermine this model.

Economic deterioration translated into rising inflation, a steady loss of purchasing power, and a gradual increase in social inequality. By the late 1980s, these tensions erupted in episodes of widespread social unrest, most notably the events known as the Caracazo in 1989—a wave of protests and disturbances linked to increases in the cost of living and the implementation of economic adjustment measures by the government of the time.

Throughout the 1990s, the legitimacy crisis of the traditional political system deepened. Perceptions of corruption, the growing distance between political elites and broad sectors of the population, and the inability of existing institutions to provide effective responses to structural problems contributed to a climate of widespread discontent. In this environment, new political actors and discourses emerged that openly challenged the established order.

One of the most significant events of this period was the attempted coup of 1992, led by a group of military officers that included Hugo Chávez Frías. Although the attempt failed, its political impact was considerable and helped position Chávez as a public figure associated with rejection of the prevailing system. Several years later, following an electoral process, Chávez would assume the presidency in 1999, inaugurating a new phase in Venezuela’s political history.

The beginning of Hugo Chávez’s government marked a clear turning point. His political project—later referred to as the “Bolivarian Revolution”—promoted a reconfiguration of the state, the adoption of a new Constitution in 1999, and a greater concentration of political power within the executive branch. The state reclaimed a leading role in strategic sectors, particularly the oil industry, while social programs were expanded to reach historically excluded populations.

In the years that followed, Venezuela underwent profound institutional changes accompanied by increasing political polarization. The country experienced moments of acute tension, including the attempted coup of 2002, the oil strike of 2002–2003, and a succession of electoral processes that reshaped the national political landscape. At the same time, rising international oil prices during much of the 2000s provided the state with significant resources to sustain its economic and social model.

This period was also marked by shifts in the relationship between the executive branch and other state institutions, as well as by the growing centrality of presidential leadership in everyday political life. The armed forces assumed a more visible role in public administration, and political discourse increasingly revolved around a narrative of confrontation between competing visions of the country.

By the beginning of the 2010s, Venezuela had been profoundly transformed compared to the period prior to 1999. The political system, institutions, economy, and social climate had all changed substantially. It was within this context—defined by a strong personalization of power, high dependence on oil revenues, and an intensely polarized society—that Nicolás Maduro developed his political trajectory and would later assume the presidency.

Understanding Venezuela before Maduro does not simply involve reviewing a succession of governments. It requires recognizing a complex historical process that laid the foundations upon which political power in the twenty-first century would take shape. This framework is essential for analyzing the developments explored in the chapters that follow.
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CHAPTER 2: Origins and Formation
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Nicolás Maduro Moros was born on November 23, 1962, in Caracas, Venezuela, into a family of modest means, closely connected to the world of urban labor and trade union activism. His childhood and adolescence unfolded within a social environment shaped by the political and economic transformations Venezuela experienced during the final decades of the twentieth century—a period characterized by relative institutional stability alongside growing social tensions.

Maduro’s father, Nicolás Maduro García, was a trade union leader in the transportation sector and a left-wing political activist. As a result, the family environment was one in which discussions about labor organization, social rights, and political participation were part of everyday life. This context exposed Maduro from an early age to ideological debates and to collective forms of action linked to union activity and social mobilization.

Maduro completed his secondary education in Caracas. Available public records and biographical profiles indicate that he did not pursue or complete formal university studies. His formative process therefore did not follow a conventional academic trajectory, but instead developed primarily through practical experience, political militancy, and direct involvement with social and labor organizations.

During his youth, Maduro showed interest in left-wing political currents that challenged Venezuela’s prevailing economic and political model. At the time, a range of alternative movements and organizations sought to articulate responses to social deterioration, inequality, and the perceived exclusion of broad sectors of the population. This environment facilitated the incorporation of young activists into spaces of political formation operating outside traditional institutional frameworks.

Some sources indicate that during this period Maduro had contact with political training processes abroad, particularly in Cuba, within the context of exchanges linked to youth organizations and Latin American leftist movements. These experiences are often cited as part of his early political socialization, although there are no detailed public records that clearly establish their scope, duration, or formal structure.

What can be established with greater certainty is that, from an early stage, Maduro chose a path of direct political participation rather than pursuing a conventional professional career. His profile began to take shape more through militant activity and collective organization than through technical or academic specialization—a characteristic that would later mark his political trajectory.

The social environment in which Maduro was formed—characterized by inequality, the central role of the oil-dependent state, and the prominence of trade unions in certain sectors—contributed to shaping a view of politics closely associated with the representation of workers and with a critical stance toward traditional political elites.

These origins and formative experiences do not, by themselves, explain the political path that would follow, but they offer important clues for understanding the type of leadership Maduro would develop over time. Before holding positions of public office, his political identity was forged within union spaces and activist networks, in a country experiencing a growing crisis of political representation.

This early period constitutes the foundation upon which Nicolás Maduro would take his first visible steps in public life—a process
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