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ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, (Directorate General for External Security). Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE MISSION CUSCO:

The mountains around Cusco were still dark when the survey team reached the plateau. The air was thin, sharp, and silent, the kind of silence that belonged only to the Andes. Below them, terraces cut into the slopes like scars left by a civilisation that had mastered stone and altitude long before Europe knew the continent existed. The team worked under a government permit issued through Peru Lithium S.A., a permit that had been quietly rerouted, amended, and approved after a series of donations from foreign foundations no één in Lima had bothered te controleren. The men on the ridge didn’t know that. They only knew they were here to map a geological anomaly beneath the soil—rare earth deposits, according to the paperwork. Nothing unusual in a region rich in minerals. But the coordinates placed them near a forgotten trail between Choquequirao and Vilcabamba, a corridor the Inca had used only when they wanted to disappear. One of the technicians brushed away soil and uncovered a stone platform. Perfectly cut. Perfectly aligned. Inca, but older than the empire’s expansion. A place built to hide something, not to display it. He called the others. They documented the site, unaware that a satellite overhead had already transmitted their presence to a private server in Lima. In a high-rise overlooking the Pacific, Victor Orlov watched the feed. The platform confirmed the projections. Beneath it lay the deposits Eclipse needed—metals essential for energy storage, weapons systems, and the reactor technology Schneider had refined in secrecy. Orlov forwarded the footage to Kaperski and Schneider. The chain activated instantly. Across South America, dormant Russian families—embedded decades earlier in Peru, Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina—received coded instructions. Some were told to monitor shipments. Others to prepare transit routes. A few to influence local officials who believed they were dealing with harmless consultants. In Vladivostok, a compact reactor core was loaded onto a Maltese-flagged vessel under the cover of geological equipment. The manifest was clean. The crew was clean. The route was clean. The ship would cross the Pacific unnoticed and dock in Callao under a moonless sky. From there, the reactor would be transported inland, disguised as survey hardware, and deployed near the Cusco corridor—far from oversight, far from regulation, far from anyone who understood what Eclipse intended to build. The survey team on the plateau continued their work, unaware that they had just triggered a geopolitical chain reaction. They didn’t know who was watching. They didn’t know what was coming. And deep beneath the DGSE annex in Paris, Alpha 7 remained unaware that a reactor from Vladivostok was already on its way to Peru, and that they would be the ones forced to intercept it before the Andes swallowed it forever.
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CHAPTER 1
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In Cusco 07:00. 

The afternoon sun hung low over Cusco when Dr Rafael Lopez, head of the archaeological field team from the University of Lima, pulled off his gloves and reached for his satellite phone with unsteady fingers. Dust from centuries past drifted in the air. The opening his team had exposed breathed out cool, stale air carrying the faint scent of damp earth, the kind found only in spaces sealed away for centuries. "Departamento de Arqueologia," a voice answered. "It is Rafael," he said. "We have found something. An entrance. Not Spanish. Not colonial. This is pre Inca or early Inca. And it lies exactly where the old chronicles suggested." A silence followed. Only the distant hum of traffic and the soft scraping of a brush filled the space. "You mean the rumours?" the voice asked. "The stories from the 1500s? The underground network the Inca supposedly used to hide gold and sacred objects from the conquistadors?" Lopez looked again at the opening. The stones were perfectly cut, without mortar, without gaps, as if the rock itself had chosen to part. "Yes," he said. "Exactly that. And this is no myth. It is real." His pulse quickened. Not because of gold, but because if this truly was an access point to the legendary Qhapaq Nan sub level, he was standing at the threshold of one of the most significant archaeological discoveries in South America. "We will need a team," he continued. "Geologists, conservators, safety personnel. And discretion. A great deal of discretion." The person on the other end exhaled. "Rafael... do you realise what this means?" He stared into the darkness of the tunnel. "I do," he whispered. "And that is precisely why we must tread carefully." He ended the call and selected a number he had never expected to use in the field: Ignacio Ramos, Universidad Antonio Ruiz de Montoya, ( UARM) , Office of Research and Heritage. "Ramos." "Ignacio, this is Dr Rafael Lopez in Cusco. We have uncovered an entrance near the Coricancha. Pre Inca. Early Inca. And I believe your department needs to see this." A brief silence followed, then a shift in tone, sharper, more alert. In Lima, Ramos stood in his office, the weight of Lopez's words still pressing against his thoughts. He walked quickly through the marble corridor to the restricted archive, unlocked a wooden cabinet and pulled out a leather bound volume containing the Vatican's copy of early colonial chronicles. He turned the pages carefully. A section was missing, not torn out, simply never present. In the margin of the preceding page, in a seventeenth century hand, was a small note: "Refer to Jesuit report, Spain." In Sevilla, in the Archivo General de Indias, an archivist specialising in early colonial material paused as a man who did not belong there closed a thick, dust covered folder marked Cusco Hermanos Pizarro and slipped it under his arm with the calm precision of someone who had known exactly where to find it. Moments later he disappeared into the warm Andalusian night. In Lima, Ramos pulled a blank notepad towards him and began writing names without hesitation, selecting only those whose expertise matched the scale of what had been uncovered in Cusco. He added two more names from abroad, scholars whose reputations carried weight in the global archaeological community. He contacted each expert personally, speaking in measured tones that conveyed urgency without drama, and instructed them to prepare for immediate travel. Equipment lists were approved, permits initiated and transport arranged with quiet efficiency. As the courtyard darkened outside his window, Ramos gathered his notes and stepped into the evening air with the sense that he was no longer assembling a researchteam but preparing for a discovery that would reshape everything they thought they knew about the Inca world. He dialled a Sao Paulo number. "Cardoso." Ramos explained the situation. Cardoso asked three precise questions about the stonework, orientation and depth. When he spoke again, his tone was assured. He would leave within hours and bring equipment for high altitude stratigraphic assessment, adding that his fluency in multiple Quechua dialects might prove useful. Ramos confirmed arrangements, aware that Cardoso's presence would lend authority and precision to the mission. In Cusco, Lopez stood at the edge of the exposed stonework, reviewing his notes with growing unease. The airflow was too strong for a single opening. Sediment patterns suggested two collapses rather than one. An old field sketch he had dismissed earlier now hinted at a second access point hidden
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