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Queen of Cups

Alice shuffled the special deck standing alone in the tarot reading room. She set the deck down and drew the top card. She blinked. She could hear Madeline leading a client towards the tarot reading room. Alice turned and left the room and walked upstairs before anyone could see her. She walked into her room and sat down at her desk.

She heard music coming from the greenhouse. She smiled knowing Eliot was working there. She found the corresponding cards from her decks and laid them side by side. She stared at the three Queen of Cups cards and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and started taking notes.

She wasn’t aware of the passage of time as she focused on the card of the day. It wasn’t until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen that Alice blinked and realized it was time to stop studying. She put her pen down on the desk and stood up. She left her room to walk downstairs and into the kitchen.

The music ceased and soon Eliot joined them in the kitchen. He set the table and waited.

Madeline didn’t turn away from her cooking. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “Queen of Cups.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a warm and loving person. They might be absent-minded, but they have a unique vision. They can be a good parent or friend and a sought after advisor. It can also be practical, honest, happy, poetic, loved, virtuous, charitable, tenderness, prudence, wisdom. It could be a lover of the home, a nurturing person, healing and support.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is inconsistent, dishonest, dishonorable, perverse, immoral and falsely respected.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You can get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone as Madeline finished cooking. She served everyone and they sat down to eat. They were quiet. They were taking it easy after the fair and the drama created by Heath.

When they were done eating, Madeline left to deal with clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse. He pulled up orders on the big screen and turned on music.

They got right to the crafting. Eliot had the herbs done first. So, he set up the boxes and put his items into each box that he had labeled for clarity. Alice added her items as she finished them. He kept an eye on what she needed to craft and made a note of which plants she needed.

He grabbed his tools and sought out the plants. He prepared each item and labeled them when he finished each one. He set the items on the shelf where she would find them easily. Before long, the big orders were complete. He sealed up the boxes just as the delivery person stopped by.

The delivery person took the boxes with a smile. “So, there was a lull during the market and now things are back to normal with your orders.”

Eliot nodded. “Yeah, we noticed that too. Although, it did get a little hectic during the fair. We nearly ran out of everything especially our popular items and more people requested the hypoallergenic ones too.”

The delivery person nodded. “I see. Well, it’s good your business is doing so well. It keeps me in business too.”

Alice and Eliot chuckled at that statement. They watched the delivery person leave and then checked over the remaining orders.

Madeline walked into the greenhouse and picked up some toiletry items. “My tarot clients love your crafting. I hope we don’t run out of anything too soon.”

Alice smiled. “It’s okay, I’ll make more. I’m glad they are so happy with what I make.”

Madeline left and went back to dealing with more clients. Alice and Eliot crafted more items for the smaller orders and for their own stock. Clients came and went as did Madeline for her tarot clients.

Then there was nothing more they needed to make. Alice received a message and sighed.

“What’s wrong? Is it bad news?”

“Well, I’m not sure. It’s from the police informing me Heath is in a more secure location. It sounds as if it will be hard for him to escape even if he shapeshifts into his wolf form.” She showed the message to Eliot.

“Oh. That is somewhat a relief. I hope they can keep him.”

“So do I.” She sighed again. “He’s a reversed Queen of Cups.”

He looked at her. “Yes, he’s inconsistent, dishonest, dishonorable, perverse and immoral.”

She nodded. “Yes, all of that. He doesn’t care what I think or what I want or even what I need.”

“Well, hopefully, we won’t have to deal with him again.”

“If we do, perhaps we should contact the Guardians to deal with him.”

“Oh, not a bad idea. They do well with were creatures who seem to be able to escape so easily.”

“Or anyone else who is too determined to be caught by the police.” She looked at him. “And you are an upright Queen of Cups.”

“You really think so?” He blinked. “I’m a queen? Wouldn’t I be a king?”

She laughed. “In tarot, gender is more symbolic. It doesn’t mean a man or a woman. It has more to do with masculine and feminine traits, which interestingly enough tends to vary by culture and time period.”

“Oh, so a real gender bender at times.”

She nodded. “It’s not so simple as biology. Some people have tried to prove gender is related to biology, but there are people who believe biology is destiny. Yet, people can choose to become the opposite sex.”

“Good point. We are a mixture of masculine and feminine traits and we have all the sex hormones too.”

“Yes, exactly. So, gender is something a bit different than actual biology. It’s too bad that many don’t get that.”

“Gender is quite complicated.”

	“It is, so I do see you as an upright Queen of Cups because you are a warm and loving person. You are a supportive good friend.”

“Boyfriend.”

She smiled. “Yes, that too. You’re also honest and happy. I’m glad we’re together.”

He smiled and held her hand. “I’m glad we’re together too.”

They embraced and kissed. The neighborhood cats wagged their tails in contentment. No one said anything. Madeline was asleep and aware of the kiss the young elves had shared for the first time. Instead Madeline dreamed away without a care in the world.

Eventually, the elder elf got up to cook dinner for the three of them. She knew the younger elves would have all the orders done for the day. In fact, all the times when Madeline went to fetch items for her clients, she always saw plenty of items in stock on the shelves. Madeline smiled as she cooked. She was relieved she had picked two good young elves to take over when it was her time to move on.

For now, she was still able to cook and she wanted to. It was one way she could show the younger elves how much she appreciated them. Eliot and Alice walked into the kitchen. He set the table and she got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone.

They sat down to eat together. Madeline could see the younger elves were glowing. She said nothing to them about it. She was happy with them and she could see they were happy too. She wasn’t her sister. Madeline didn’t want to ruin the happiness the young elves had found.

Alice said, “Madeline, I got a message from the police that they have Heath in a more secure location. One they claim it will be hard for him to escape as a human or even a wolf.”

Madeline nodded. “Good to know. What if he still finds a way to escape?”

Eliot answered, “Alice and I were thinking if that happens, we’ll contact the Guardians.”

Madeline chuckled. “Yes, the Guardians. It amazes me there are people who insist they aren’t real. Yet, there is too much evidence which proves their existence.”

Alice smiled. “So, you approve of us contacting the Guardians to deal with Heath if he escapes again?”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, very much so. The Guardians have my respect. I’d call them if there was a dangerous werewolf after me or someone I love that the police couldn’t handle.”

Eliot smiled. “It’s noted.”

Madeline said, “I noticed you two tend to have quite a bit of stock whenever my tarot clients want something you two craft. You seem to know to keep up with all of that.”

Eliot said, “Well, we know what is popular and so we keep those items in stock. We tend to focus on the large orders first so we can have them ready when the delivery person comes by to pick them up. Then we look over the smaller orders people place with us directly.”

Alice nodded. “We just do our best to keep up with everything. It helps when you tell us what your tarot clients want, so we know to keep those items in stock. We do guess to some extent and we still run out of our plant materials. Eliot is good about keeping an eye on what I need to make and what is in our stock. So, he takes care of it so we don’t run out while there are more toiletry items for me to craft.”

Madeline smiled. “Good. I’m glad you two do have it done in a reasonable method. Even I can follow that. Keep up the good work. The clients are happy and when they are happy, they keep buying what we offer.”

The three elves smiled at keeping their clients happy.
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