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To the friends I made plans with before the quarantine.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I miss my friends,
I do.
 
 
 
 
 
Miss sharing meals,
a slice of cake,
a matching cup — 
tea or coffee,
as long as they’re with me.
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I miss my friends, 
I do.
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Miss going out to see some shows
sing our favourite songs
jump up to our feet
as we dance to the beat.
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I miss my friends,
I do.
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Miss riding planes
and catching trains
sleeping on the same bed
and counting change
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walking around new streets,
tasting local treats
diving in to the waves,
and looking up the night sky to gaze.
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I miss my friends,
I do.
 
 
 
 
[image: I_Miss_My_Friends_Illustration_7_RGB.jpg]
 
 
 
 
Miss laughing a lot
hearing our voices
getting pats on the back
or really, just a big tight hug.
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I miss my friends,
I really do.
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And if you’re reading this,
I hope you know too:
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I really, really miss you.
 
 
fin.
 
 
 
 
AUTHOR’S NOTE
 
 
Hello! You made it here.
It hasn’t been that long since the world as we knew it changed. One morning, I woke up with the screaming thought that I missed my friends, and basically, how much I missed moving around the world as I used to.
 
I have always been a little restless, never staying in one place for too long. I needed a change of scenery, a different bed, and pockets of solace and silence in between those.
 
I wrote this little piece as a love letter to my friends and how I used to enjoy life with them. I miss it every day and more, as the hours ticked on. 
 
I know I’m not the only one. 
 
When I approached Arli for this project, all I had was the piece and a couple of ideas. She came back to me with a concept and thought I’d share it to you here:
 
“Because of the pandemic, things that we were sure of became uncertain. Living and sustaining relationships during this time is like walking slowly through a dense fog… The spread will start off with heavy shadings to show the fog, and as the poem progresses, the shades become lighter and lighter to show that things may still be unclear now, but there will be light, and the girl will be together with her friends soon.”
 
As a storyteller herself, Arli had taken my little piece into a full blown narrative, making this a true and earnest collaboration. We’ve come together to bring you the message that yes, times are tough, but there is hope for light.
 
I hope this little book has been a little light to your dark day. 
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