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He killed the dragon Fafnir and bathed in its blood and became nearly invulnerable and understood the speech of birds and won the Valkyrie Brynhild and then forgot her entirely because of a potion and married Gudrun instead and this forgetting organized his death.

This is the story of Sigurd — the greatest hero of the Norse tradition, the slayer of Fafnir, the wielder of the reforged sword Gram, the man who rode through the wall of fire to wake the sleeping Valkyrie and who forgot her at the moment his story turned from glory to tragedy.

It is the story of what the dragon's blood was — not the invulnerability and the bird-speech as external gifts, but the specific interior experience of the hero who had bathed in the blood and who understood afterward that understanding was not the same as wisdom.

It is the story of Brynhild and Gudrun and the quarrel between queens that organized his death, and of what the hero understood in the final moments about the forgetting and what the forgetting had cost.

It is, in the end, a story about the greatest hero who ever lived and what greatness costs when the greatest enemy is not the dragon but the specific and ordinary human failure of forgetting what matters most.
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His father had been Sigmund, who had pulled the sword from the tree at Volsung's hall. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational genealogical quality as the most directly defining of all possible heroic origins — Sigurd being the son of the hero who had pulled the sword Gram from the tree, inheriting both the lineage and the destiny.

Sigmund had died in battle when Odin shattered his sword. The most directly personally devastating of all possible paternal deaths — the father dying when the Allfather had chosen that his time was done, the sword shattering against Odin's spear.

The fragments had been saved. The most directly practically significant of all possible paternal inheritances — the fragments of Gram being saved for the son who would reforge them.

The dwarf Regin had raised him. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational relationship as the most directly defining of all possible heroic upbringings — the dwarf craftsman raising the greatest hero of the Norse tradition.

Regin had taught him everything. The dwarf having taught the hero the most directly comprehensive of all possible heroic educations — the teaching being the most directly practically significant of all possible divine mentorships.

Regin had also wanted the dragon's gold for himself. He held this with the most directly personally honest of all possible heroic acknowledgments — the dwarf having his own most directly personally significant of all possible motivations.

The sword Gram had been reforged. The most directly practically significant of all possible divine craftings — the fragments of Sigmund's sword being reforged into the most directly powerful of all possible heroic weapons.

He had tested Gram on the anvil and split it in two. The most directly dramatically significant of all possible heroic tests — the reforged sword splitting the anvil and proving itself the most directly powerful of all possible heroic weapons.
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Chapter Two: Fafnir
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Fafnir had been a dwarf who had become a dragon. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational transformation as the most directly defining of all possible dragon origins — Fafnir having been transformed by greed for the cursed gold into the most directly feared of all possible Norse monsters.

The gold was cursed. The hoard of the dwarf Andvari having been cursed by Andvari himself when Loki had stolen it — the curse being the most directly practically significant of all possible divine punishments.

Fafnir lay on the gold on the Gnitaheath. The dragon lying on the most directly cursed of all possible divine hoards on the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic locations.

Regin had told him to kill Fafnir. The dwarf mentor telling the hero to kill the most directly feared of all possible Norse monsters — the telling being the most directly practically significant of all possible mentor instructions.

He had dug a trench in the path where Fafnir crawled to water. The most directly practically elegant of all possible heroic strategies — the hero digging the most directly practically available of all possible traps in the most directly characteristic of all possible heroic ways.

An old man had appeared and told him to dig more trenches for the blood. The tradition preserving this specific and immediately significant detail — the old man being Odin in disguise, giving the most directly practically significant of all possible divine advices.

Fafnir had crawled over the trench. The dragon crawling over the most directly practically available of all possible heroic traps — the crawling being the most directly dramatically significant of all possible dragon behaviors.

He had thrust Gram upward into Fafnir's belly. The most directly dramatically significant of all possible heroic acts — the hero thrusting the most directly powerful of all possible heroic weapons into the most directly feared of all possible Norse monsters.
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Chapter Three: The Dragon's Blood
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He had bathed in Fafnir's blood. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational heroic act as the most directly defining of all possible heroic achievements — the hero bathing in the blood of the most directly feared of all possible Norse monsters.

The blood had made him nearly invulnerable. A leaf had fallen on his shoulder during the bathing. The spot where the leaf had fallen was the only vulnerable place on his body — the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic vulnerabilities.

He had not known about the leaf. He held this with the most directly personally honest of all possible heroic acknowledgments — the hero not knowing about the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic vulnerabilities.

He had also tasted Fafnir's heart. The most directly practically significant of all possible heroic acts — the hero tasting the heart of the most directly feared of all possible Norse monsters.

He had suddenly understood the speech of birds. The most directly remarkable of all possible heroic capabilities — the hero understanding the speech of birds through the most directly characteristic of all possible heroic achievements.

The birds had warned him about Regin. The tradition preserving this specific and immediately significant detail as the most directly defining of all possible heroic revelations — the birds warning the hero about the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic betrayals.

Regin had planned to kill him and take the gold. He held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the birds' warning — the dwarf mentor having planned the most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic betrayals.

He had killed Regin. The most directly practically consequential of all possible heroic acts — the hero killing the dwarf mentor in the most directly practically honest of all possible ways.
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Chapter Four: Brynhild

[image: ]


The birds had told him about Brynhild. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational heroic episode as the most directly defining of all possible heroic quests — the birds telling the hero about the sleeping Valkyrie on the mountain surrounded by fire.

Brynhild was a Valkyrie who had disobeyed Odin. The most directly practically significant of all possible divine punishments — the Valkyrie having disobeyed the Allfather and been put to sleep surrounded by a wall of fire that only the greatest hero could ride through.

He had ridden through the fire on his horse Grani. The most directly dramatically significant of all possible heroic acts — the hero riding through the most directly practically devastating of all possible barriers on the most directly remarkable of all possible heroic horses.

He had found Brynhild sleeping in armor. The most directly personally significant of all possible heroic discoveries — the hero finding the sleeping Valkyrie in the most directly practically honest of all possible ways.

He had removed her armor and she had woken. She held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the finding — the hero removing the most directly practically significant of all possible divine armor and waking the most directly personally significant of all possible sleeping divine beings.

She had taught him wisdom. The Valkyrie teaching the hero the most directly comprehensive of all possible wisdoms — the teaching being the most directly practically significant of all possible divine mentorships.

He had loved her. He held this with the most directly personally honest of all possible heroic acknowledgments — the hero loving the most directly personally significant of all possible divine beings in the most directly practically honest of all possible ways.

He had pledged himself to her. The most directly personally significant of all possible heroic pledges — the hero pledging himself to the most directly personally significant of all possible divine beings.
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Chapter Five: The Potion
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He had traveled to the court of the Nibelungs. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational heroic journey as the most directly defining of all possible heroic travels — the hero traveling to the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic destinations.

Grimhild the queen had given him a potion. The most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic acts — the queen of the Nibelungs giving the hero the most directly practically significant of all possible divine potions.

The potion had made him forget Brynhild entirely. The most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic conditions — the potion making the hero forget the most directly personally significant of all possible divine beings entirely.

He had married Gudrun instead. The hero marrying the most directly practically available of all possible divine beings instead of the most directly personally significant — the marrying being the most directly practically consequential of all possible heroic acts.

He had been happy with Gudrun. He held this with the most directly personally honest of all possible heroic acknowledgments — the hero being genuinely happy with Gudrun in the most directly practically honest of all possible ways.

The happiness had been real. She held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the happiness — the happiness being genuinely real in the most directly practically honest of all possible ways.

The happiness had also been built on the forgetting. He held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the real happiness — the happiness having been built on the most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic conditions.

He had not known about the forgetting while under the potion's influence. The most directly personally honest of all possible heroic acknowledgments — the hero not knowing about the most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic conditions while under the most directly practically significant of all possible divine potions.
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Chapter Six: Winning Brynhild for Gunnar
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His brother-in-law Gunnar had wanted to win Brynhild. The most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic conditions — Gunnar wanting to win the most directly personally significant of all possible divine beings who had been pledged to the hero.

Gunnar could not ride through the fire. The most directly practically significant of all possible heroic limitations — the brother-in-law not being able to ride through the most directly practically devastating of all possible barriers.

He had taken Gunnar's form through magic and ridden through the fire. The most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic acts — the hero taking the form of Gunnar and riding through the fire that only he could ride through.

He had won Brynhild for Gunnar while in Gunnar's form. He held this with the most directly personally honest of all possible heroic acknowledgments — the hero winning the most directly personally significant of all possible divine beings for his brother-in-law while in the most directly characteristic of all possible heroic disguises.

He had slept beside Brynhild with a sword between them. The tradition preserving this specific and immediately significant detail as the most directly defining of all possible heroic acts of honor — the sword being the most directly practically significant of all possible divine boundaries.

Brynhild had not known it was him. She held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the sword — Brynhild not knowing the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic facts.

He had remembered nothing through the potion's influence. He held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the not-knowing — the hero remembering nothing through the most directly practically significant of all possible divine potions' influence.

The act had been the most directly personally devastating of all possible heroic acts regardless of the not-knowing. The most directly genuinely honest of all possible heroic observations.
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Chapter Seven: The Quarrel of the Queens
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Brynhild and Gudrun had quarreled at the river. The tradition preserving this specific and foundational episode as the most directly defining of all possible heroic turning points — the two queens quarreling over whose husband was the greater in the most directly practically significant of all possible divine confrontations.

Gudrun had said Sigurd was greater than Gunnar. The queen asserting the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic claims — the claim being the most directly characteristic of all possible divine confrontations.

Brynhild had disputed the claim. She held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the claim — Brynhild disputing the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic claims in the most directly practically honest of all possible ways.

Gudrun had revealed that it was Sigurd who had ridden through the fire. The most directly personally devastating of all possible divine revelations — the queen revealing the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic facts.

Brynhild had understood then. The Valkyrie understanding the most directly practically significant of all possible heroic facts at the most directly personally devastating of all possible divine moments.

She had understood that the hero who had pledged himself to her had won her for another. She held this alongside the honest acknowledgment of the understanding — the understanding being the most directly personally devastating of all possible divine realizations.

She had organized his death. The most directly personally devastating of all possible divine acts — the Valkyrie organizing the death of the most directly personally significant of all
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