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●  The Penn State football program began in 1887.

●  The first game was played against Bucknell University, with Penn State winning 54-0.

●  Unlike many universities, Penn State's football team didn't have an official coach for the first couple of years.

●  The team was a student-run endeavor until 1892 when George W. Hoskins became the first official head coach.

●  Penn State became known as the "Nittany Lions" in the 1910s.

●  The name "Nittany" originates from Mount Nittany, a prominent local landmark.

●  In its early days, the team had various colors, including pink and black.

●  It wasn't until 1890 that the now-famous blue and white colors were adopted.

●  For much of the early 20th century, Penn State was an independent team, not part of any conference.

●  The football program didn't join the Big Ten Conference until 1993.

●  Penn State has never officially claimed a national championship but was awarded titles in 1982 and 1986 by various organizations.

●  The team's earliest nickname was the "Old Main Bell Ringers."

●  Early games were played on the Old Main lawn before dedicated football fields were established.

●  Penn State played its first night game in 1986.

●  The iconic "We Are" chant began as a sign of racial unity in the 1940s.

●  Penn State's first bowl game was the 1923 Rose Bowl.

●  Early Penn State squads were known for their defense, often shutting out opponents.

●  Beaver Field, the precursor to Beaver Stadium, was inaugurated in 1909.

●  Penn State has a longstanding tradition of not putting player names on the backs of jerseys.

●  While many teams modernized their uniforms, Penn State maintained a classic, simple design.

●  The team has maintained its status as one of the top football programs in terms of all-time winning percentage.

●  Through its history, the team has had only 17 head coaches, indicating stability in leadership.

●  The Nittany Lions did not have a losing season from 1939 to 1945, showcasing their consistency.

●  In 1973, Penn State played its first game against a non-American opponent, defeating the Terriers of Boston University.

●  Penn State boasts one of the longest uninterrupted series in college football history, playing Pitt every year from 1900-1931.
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Greatest Players
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●  John Cappelletti, the only Penn State player to win the Heisman Trophy, did so in 1973.

●  LaVar Arrington, a two-time consensus All-American, was known for his ability to leap over offensive lines.

●  Jack Ham is considered one of the best linebackers in college football history.

●  Mike Reid won the Outland Trophy in 1969 as the nation's best interior lineman.

●  Kerry Collins led the team to an undefeated season in 1994 and won the Maxwell Award.

●  Larry Johnson rushed for over 2,000 yards in a single season (2002).

●  Saquon Barkley, a recent star, broke several school records and was known for his electrifying runs.

●  Curt Warner led Penn State to its first national championship in 1982.

●  Paul Posluszny won the Bednarik Award twice as the nation's best defensive player.

●  Todd Blackledge was the MVP of the 1983 Sugar Bowl, leading Penn State to a national championship.

●  Shane Conlan, a key player in the 1986 championship team, was a two-time All-American.

●  Sean Lee, despite facing injuries, emerged as one of the top linebackers in the late 2000s.

●  Lenny Moore played during the 1950s and later became an NFL Hall of Famer.

●  Ki-Jana Carter was the first overall pick in the 1995 NFL Draft.

●  Michael Mauti, a linebacker, was known not just for his play but also his leadership during Penn State's sanctions era.

●  Lydell Mitchell set numerous records in the early 1970s for rushing and touchdowns.

●  Wally Triplett was one of the first African-American players at Penn State and played a key role in the team's decision to cancel a game rather than bow to racial segregation.

●  Ted Kwalick, a star in the late 1960s, was a two-time All-American tight end.

●  Steve Suhey, from the famous Suhey family lineage, was a standout in the 1940s.

●  Kyle Brady, one of Penn State's best tight ends, was a consensus All-American in 1994.

●  Allen Robinson set school records for receptions in 2012 and 2013.

●  Dennis Onkotz, a three-time All-American linebacker, played in the late 1960s.

●  Bobby Engram, an essential player in the mid-1990s, was the first receiver to win the Biletnikoff Award.

●  Blair Thomas, despite battling injuries, managed to rush for over 3,000 yards in his college career.

●  Dave Robinson, a stellar player in the early 1960s, later became an NFL Hall of Famer.
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