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Introduction

The Oxford University Standard for Citation of Legal Authorities (‘OSCOLA’) was devised by Peter Birks in 2000, in consultation with students and academics at the Oxford Law Faculty. Subsequent editions of OSCOLA were produced in 2002 (by Peter Birks), in 2004 (by Timothy Endicott and Sandra Meredith) and in 2012 (by Donal Nolan and Sandra Meredith). This new edition of OSCOLA provides more detailed coverage of domestic legal sources and reinstates a heavily revised version of the treatment of international law sources which was included in the early editions of OSCOLA. There are two golden rules for the citation of legal authorities. One is consistency. The other is consideration for the reader. Legal writing is more persuasive when the author refers to legal materials in a consistent and familiar way. OSCOLA is designed to help the author to achieve consistency and to make life easier for the reader. We hope that OSCOLA continues to show the consideration for authors and readers that motivated Professor Birks to devise a uniform standard for citation of legal authorities.

In preparing this edition, the following methodological principles were adopted. First, we generally resisted the temptation to make changes to the prescriptions of the fourth edition. Adjusting the rules comes at a cost, namely, that users of OSCOLA need to learn and implement the new guidance. Expecting users to incur this cost is unjustified unless changing course would yield significant benefits to either users of OSCOLA or readers of their works. Second, we have not laid down rules that deal with every single issue that arises in connection with legal citation. Had we done so, the length of OSCOLA would have ballooned and its accessibility would have been compromised. This means that some citation issues, typically those which arise infrequently or only in specialised contexts, have simply been left to the common sense of OSCOLA’ s users to resolve. Third, given the extent to which OSCOLA has been adopted, we embarked on a substantial consultation exercise and the responses thereto informed our work. We are grateful to the following participants in this exercise: Alexandros Antoniou, Charlie Brampton, Katie Cox, Catherine Dale, Kate Faulkner, Emily Finch, Laura Griffiths, Julius Grower, Jackie Hanes, Rachel Hogg, Hilary Johnson, Charles Knight, Wendy Lynwood, Paul Magrath, Claire Mazer, Richard Pears, Alex Pooley, OSCOLA Ireland, Lee Snook, William Swadling, Hester Swift, Matt Thomson, Joy Tilley, Stephen Ward, Suzanne White and Richard Wong.

Numerous other debts of gratitude are owed in connection with the present edition. We are particularly grateful to Lucy Cameron, Sophie Ryan and Yuxin Wang, who provided excellent research assistance. Elizabeth Wells was an invaluable source of advice. We particularly wish to thank in connection with international law sources Anna-Mira Brandau, the members of the editorial board of the Cambridge International Law Journal, Natasha Holcroft-Emmess, Angus Johnston, Eleni Methymaki, Lung Wan Pun, Peter Tzeng, Priya Urs, Philippa Webb and Anna Ventouratou. We had useful correspondence with LexisNexis regarding retained/assimilated European Union legislation and have been influenced by the guidance that LexisNexis developed. Andrew Dickinson and Johannes Ungerer also provided constructive comments in this connection. We are grateful to Michael Lobban for helping in relation to historical sources. Václav Janeček provided excellent input regarding generative artificial intelligence. Joseph Crampin provided invaluable guidance as to best practice with respect to the problem of ‘link rot’. Wilson Liu gave assistance as regards Hong Kong materials. Finally, we would like to thank Hart Publishing for agreeing to publish OSCOLA while allowing us to continue to make the online version available free of charge from the OSCOLA website.

James Goudkamp (Editor)

Donal Nolan (Consultant Editor)

17 December 2025


Feedback regarding OSCOLA would be gratefully received and should be sent to oscola@law.ox.ac.uk.

The OSCOLA website (https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/oscola) provides further information regarding OSCOLA, such as answers to frequently asked questions and links to previous editions.





1General notes


1.1Citations and footnotes

When citing a source, place the reference in a footnote. Indicate footnotes with a superscript number. The footnote marker should be positioned at the end of the sentence unless, for the sake of clarity, it is necessary to put it directly after the word or phrase to which it relates. The marker should always be placed after any punctuation save that where the marker relates to parenthetical text it should be placed within the brackets. Close footnotes with a full stop (or question or exclamation mark). Where more than one citation is given in a single sentence in a footnote, separate them with semi-colons. Footnotes should be consecutively numbered save in the case of longer works such as books and theses where the footnote numbering should restart for each chapter of the work.


In Patel v Mirza,59 the Supreme Court overhauled the law regarding the defence of illegality. That case, which was preceded by two Supreme Court decisions, Hounga v Allen60 and Les Laboratoires Servier v Apotex Inc,61 in which inconsistent approaches to the defence were taken, has been heralded as a landmark in the law of unjust enrichment.62 (Subsequent case law makes it clear that Patel applies across private law more generally.63)

59[2016] UKSC 42, [2017] AC 467.

60[2014] UKSC 47, [2014] 1 WLR 2889.

61[2014] UKSC 55, [2015] AC 430.

62See Andrew Burrows, ‘A New Dawn for the Law of Illegality’ in Sarah Green and Alan Bogg (eds), Illegality after Patel v Mirza (Hart Publishing 2018).

63Grondona v Stoffel & Co [2020] UKSC 42, [2021] AC 540; Henderson v Dorset Healthcare University NHS Foundation Trust [2020] UKSC 43, [2021] AC 563.



1.1.1Citing cases

When citing cases, give the name of the case (unless it is given in the text) followed by the medium neutral citation (if any). If the case is reported, the reference to the best report should be supplied after the medium neutral citation (section 2.1.4). Where no medium neutral citation is available, a court identifier should be given (section 2.1.5). Retrospectively created medium neutral citations should not be used. This means that medium neutral citations that predate 2001 should be disregarded.


In Robinson v Chief Constable of West Yorkshire Police,31 the Supreme Court clarified the law regarding the duty of care element of the tort of negligence. In particular, it explained that the tripartite test associated with the decision in Caparo Industries plc v Dickman32 should no longer be used.

31[2018] UKSC 4, [2018] AC 736.

32[1990] 2 AC 605 (HL).


‘Pinpoints’ give the page or paragraph number of the judgment (or report of the judgment) to which the reader is being referred. The inclusion of pinpoints is essential (particularly when quoting) except when reference is being made to a case as a whole as in relation to both of the cases cited in the previous example. In the next example, footnote 19 contains a pinpoint reference to a page whereas footnote 20 contains a pinpoint reference to a paragraph. Where paragraph numbers are available, they should be used in preference to page numbers. Paragraph numbers, unlike page numbers, should be placed within square brackets.


In Roe v Minister of Health, Denning LJ observed that ‘you will find that the three questions, duty, causation, and remoteness, run continually into one another’.19 However, in Darnley v Croydon Health Services NHS Trust, Lord Lloyd-Jones warned against eliding the breach element of a claim for the tort of negligence with the duty element.20

19[1954] 2 QB 66 (CA) 86.

20[2018] UKSC 50, [2019] AC 831 [21].


It is generally unnecessary to identify the judge to whose judgment reference is made except when quoting from the judgment and the identity of the judge is not clear from the text. When it is necessary to identify the judge, place the judge’s name in brackets at the end of the citation.


1Sevilleja v Marex Financial Ltd [2020] UKSC 31, [2021] AC 39 [3] (Lord Reed).




1.1.2Citing legislation

When referring to legislation, it is unnecessary to give a citation in a footnote if all the information that the reader needs about the source is provided in the text, as in the following sentence.


This case highlights the far-reaching judicial role ushered in by the Human Rights Act 1998.


Conversely, where the text does not include the name of the source or the relevant provision, this information should be provided in a footnote. When citing legislation in a footnote, it is unnecessary to preface the reference with the definite article ‘the’.


British courts must only consider Strasbourg jurisprudence: they are not bound by it.1

1Human Rights Act 1998, s 2.




1.1.3Citing secondary sources

If relying on or referring to a secondary source, such as a book or an article, provide a citation for the work in a footnote.


Hart wrote that the doctrine of precedent is compatible with ‘two types of creative or legislative activity’: distinguishing the earlier case by ‘narrowing the rule extracted from the precedent’ and widening the rule by discarding ‘a restriction found in the rule as formulated from the earlier case’.34

34HLA Hart, The Concept of Law (2nd edn, Clarendon Press 1994) 135.




1.1.4Order of sources in footnotes

When citing more than one source of the same kind for a single proposition, put the sources in chronological order. Separate the citations with semi-colons, and do not precede the final citation with ‘and’. However, if one or more of the sources are more directly relevant than the others, cite it (or these) first, and then cite the less relevant ones in a new sentence, beginning with the indicator ‘See also’. If citing legislation and case law for a single proposition, refer to the legislation before the cases, and if citing primary and secondary sources for a single proposition, cite the primary sources before the secondary ones.


1FH Newark, ‘The Boundaries of Nuisance’ (1949) 65 LQR 480; Richard Kidner, ‘Nuisance and Rights of Property’ [1998] Conv 267; Ken Oliphant, ‘Unblurring the Boundaries of Nuisance’ (1998) 6 Tort L Rev 21; Paula Giliker, ‘Whither the Tort of Nuisance? The Implications of Restrictions on the Right to Sue in Hunter v Canary Wharf’ (1999) 7 Torts LJ 155.

2Brent v Haddon (1619) Cro Jac 555, 79 ER 476; Broder v Saillard (1876) 2 Ch D 692 (Ch); Pemberton v Bright [1960] 1 All ER 792 (CA). See also Torette House Pty Ltd v Berkman (1939) 62 CLR 637 (HCA).

3Social Action, Responsibility and Heroism Act 2015, s 4; Allen M Linden, ‘Rescuers and Good Samaritans’ (1971) 34 MLR 9.

4Defamation Act 2013, s 1(1); Lachaux v Independent Print Ltd [2019] UKSC 27, [2020] AC 612 [12]–[17], [20]–[26].




1.1.5Indicators

Indicators are words or abbreviations that precede a citation and which assist the reader to understand why you are giving it. Common indicators include ‘See also’, ‘cf’, ‘eg’ and ‘ie’. ‘See also’ means that the source in issue is an additional one which readers should consult for more detail. ‘cf’ is an abbreviation for the Latin word confer, which means compare. ‘eg’ is an abbreviation for ‘for example’. ‘ie’ is an abbreviation for ‘that is’. Never italicise indicators or capitalise the first letter thereof, even when they appear at the start of a sentence. An exception to this rule concerns the indicator ‘See also’, which should be presented as shown in footnote 1 in the example below. Indicators should not be followed by any punctuation.


1Tarunabh Khaitan and Sandy Steel, ‘Theorizing Areas of Law: A Taxonomy of Special Jurisprudence’ (2022) 28 LEG 325. See also Stephen A Smith, Contract Theory (OUP 2004) ch 1.

2Adrienne Stone, ‘Unconstitutional Constitutional Amendments: Between Contradiction and Necessity’ (2018) 12 Vienna J Intl Const L 357; cf Yaniv Roznai, Unconstitutional Constitutional Amendments (OUP 2017) 105–22.

3eg Constitutional Reform and Governance Act 2010, s 2.

4ie the Constitutional Reform Act 2005.

5cf Donal Nolan, ‘Deconstructing the Duty of Care’ (2013) 129 LQR 559.





1.2Subsequent citations, cross-references and Latin ‘gadgets’


1.2.1Subsequent citations

In a subsequent citation of a source, briefly identify the source and provide a cross-citation in brackets to the footnote in which the full citation can be found. ‘ibid’ should not be used. In the case of longer works, citations should begin afresh for each chapter.

EXAMPLE of subsequent citation of a case

In this example, a citation










































1.2.2Cross-references









1.2.3Latin ‘gadgets’





1.3Punctuation, ranges of numbers and years, and words in other languages


1.3.1Punctuation








1.3.2Ranges of numbers and years




1.3.3Words in other languages





1.4Foreign sources




1.5Quotations





































1.6Lists of abbreviations and tables



1.6.1Lists of abbreviations









1.6.2Tables of cases














	A v Bottrill [2002] UKPC 44, [2003] 1 AC 449
	163



	AB v South West Water Services Ltd [1993] 2 WLR 507 (CA)
	57, 301



	Abacrombie & Co, Re [2008] EWHC 2520 (Ch)
	84



	Abbar v Saudi Economic & Development Co (SEDCO) Real Estate Ltd [2013] EWHC 1414 (Ch)
	91



	Addis v Gramophone Co Ltd [1909] AC 488 (HL)
	99







1.6.3Tables of legislation and other tables





	Carriage by Air Act 196
	193



	s 1
	93



	sch 1B, art 29
	93



	Competition Act 1988
	110



	s 36
	110



	Consumer Protection Act 1987
	24



	Consumer Rights Act 2015
	29



	s 47C(1)
	29








1.7Bibliographies
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