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            The prophet Obadiah wrote the shortest book in the Old Testament (1:1). His name in Hebrew means "Servant of the Lord," and it was common in ancient times. Perhaps he was one of the teachers mentioned in 2 Chronicles 17:7. The theme of the book of Obadiah is the destruction of the nation of Edom, who were descendants of Esau, the son of Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 25:24–26).
The reason for writing this book was an invasion of Jerusalem. Throughout Judah's history, there were five invasions. The context of Obadiah unfolds during the Philistine invasion and the invasion of the Arab tribes in 845 B.C. (Amos 1:6–8), during the reign of Joram (853–841 B.C.). At this time, Edom rebelled against Judah (2 Chronicles 21:8, 16, 17 ). Based on these events, Obadiah's work may have been the first prophetic writing.
During the long history of Judah and Edom, there were many conflicts between them. The reason for this, long before they became nations, was the rivalry between Jacob, the ancestor of Judah, and Esau, the ancestor of Edom (Genesis 25:23–26; 27:41). After the Exodus from Egypt, Edom refused to allow Moses to pass through their territory (Numbers 20:14–21).
The Book of Obadiah emphasizes the truth of God's covenant with Abraham and his descendants: "Whoever curses you, I will curse" (Genesis 12:3a). The people of Edom rejected the messianic blessing that came through Abraham and instead experienced the curse due to the cruel treatment they gave to the Israelites. It is interesting to note how this message against Edom was fulfilled. During the intertestamental period, the Nabateans displaced Edom. For a time, Edom was called Idumea (Mark 3:7–8 ) and was conquered by the Hasmonean dynasty. A prominent figure from the Idumeans was Herod, who ruled during the time of Jesus and the apostles. Edom disappeared from history after 70 A.D.
Obadiah lived in Jerusalem after the deportation of Judah to Babylon. He was God's messenger who announced the fall of the Edomites, the descendants of Esau, who had rejoiced at the fall of Judah. He also prophesied about a future when the Jews would once again govern the lands that were once under David's control.
The historical background of this brief prophecy is what the Idumeans did against Judah, taking advantage of the fall and destruction of Jerusalem: not only did they assist the invaders, but they also rejoiced in Judah's misfortune, plundered the city, and occupied part of the territory. Obadiah announces the punishment of Edom for this treachery and the nearness of the Day of the Lord, when divine judgment will fall upon that nation and Judah will be restored (vs. 15-21 ).
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Our study today takes us to the book of Obadiah, which even though it is a book characterized by its brevity, it has a great message, applicable to its time, and to all times. First of all, let's talk a little about

The writer

The name Obadiah means "servant of the Lord". He was one of the prophets about whom we know absolutely nothing, except that he wrote a prophecy. The other prophets are Habakkuk, Haggai and Malachi. These prophets, on a personal level, are cloaked in anonymity. Obadiah was like a ghost writer. He is there, but we do not know him. He lived according to his name, because he was a "servant of the Lord". And a servant does not boast of his genealogy, nor does he take advantage of his experiences. He does not place himself in the foreground. He has to prove, by what he does, that he can claim to occupy the place of a servant.

What we find here in the book of Obadiah is very similar to the case of the Gospel of Mark in the New Testament. The Gospel according to Mark presented Christ as the servant of the Lord. The character of our Lord is reflected in those pages. And in the Gospel according to Mark there is no genealogy, because the data of a genealogy, i.e. his family background, are not necessary when exposing the life of a servant. Therefore, the Gospel of Mark is the Gospel of the intense action of the divine servant.

So Obadiah was simply a prophet who wrote one of the important prophecies of the Bible. Dr. Pussey also made this statement regarding Obadiah: "It was God's will that only his name and his brief prophecy should be known to the world". The book of Obadiah is a short book, but even so, it constitutes a kind of nuclear bomb of the Bible. In spite of being reduced in length, it contains a powerful message. Now, let us say something about

The date

The main difficulty with Obadiah's prophecy is to place it in the history of the people of Israel. Some have suggested a date as early as 887 B.C., which would place this prophet at the time of the reign of the bloodthirsty Athaliah (as we can read in the Second Book of Kings, chapter 8, verses 16 to 26) Now, Dr. Pussey placed Obadiah during the reign of Jehoshaphat (and in this connection we should refer to the Second Book of Chronicles, chapter 17, verse 7) Although his name appeared in the latter passage, we must consider that his was a very common name in those days, so this last quotation would probably not refer to the same Obadiah we are considering. Cannon Farrah mentioned the date of 587 B.C., and Dr. Moorehead agreed with her, suggesting that Obadiah was probably contemporary with Jeremiah. And this idea revolved around the words we find in verse 11 of this book, which says: When strangers led captive his army, when strangers entered his gates and cast lots over Jerusalem, you were there present and behaved as one of them. These words were either written as a prophecy, describing events before they occurred, or they constituted a historical record of what actually happened. Of course, the natural interpretation is to accept this statement as history, rather than prophecy, which would place the date of Obadiah's prophecy around 587 B.C., after the captivity of the Israelites in Babylon, and during the ministry of the prophet Jeremiah. We will now define

The key thought of this book

The little kingdom of Edom was the subject of this brief prophecy. Verse 6 could be considered the key verse and says: How the things of Esau were plundered! His hidden treasures were searched out.

We will now present a brief General Outline, which divides this book into 2 parts and is as follows. Let us keep in mind that this work is only one chapter long. In the first part, which covers the first 16 verses, the subject is Edom and its destruction. Here, we have the accusation against Edom, between verses 1 and 9. Then we were told about the crime of Edom, between verses 10 and 14. And then we were described the catastrophe that befell Edom, in verses 15 and 16. Here we will see an application of the law of retaliation, the law of retaliation, which consisted in making the offender suffer a damage equal to the one he caused.

In the second part, which runs from verse 17 to verse 21, the restoration of Israel was commented on. In this part, we read about the condition of Israel, in verse 17. Next, the conflagration of the house of Esau was discussed, in verse 18. And finally, the consummation of all things was discussed, between verses 19 and 21, a subject summarized in the phrase of verse 21, And the kingdom shall be the Lord's.

With these titles we have a brief outline that summarizes the themes of this book. We will now consider more directly the contents of this book.

As this is the shortest book of the Old Testament, being only 21 verses long, some think that it is not worth reading, and that if it were omitted from the Bible, it would not be missed. However, the brevity of the message of this work does not make it any less important or significant. Like the other so-called Minor Prophets, the message of this book is primordial, pertinent, practical and moving. It is a message valid for all times, which can be directed towards the era in which we are living. So, let us enter into the first of the two parts of which it is composed, entitled

The destruction of Edom

None of the so-called Minor Prophets are like extinct volcanoes; rather, they represent a different action. In this kind of volcanoes no cold ashes can be seen; on the contrary, they spew forth a fiery lava. Obadiah's prophecy constituted a devastating judgment against the small kingdom of Edom. We now enter the first subdivision of this first part, which runs from verse 1 to verse 9. Let us read verse 1 of this section which we have entitled

The accusation against Edom

"Vision of Obadiah. The Lord God has said thus concerning Edom: 'We have heard the cry of the Lord, a messenger has been sent to the nations: Arise! Let us rise up in battle against this people”.

Here we see that the prophet told us immediately and going directly to the subject, that this was a vision given to him by God Himself.

Now, who was Obadiah? As we said in the introduction to this book, he was one of the Minor Prophets, about whom we know absolutely nothing. His name was very common among the people of Israel and means "servant of the Lord".

And the first sentence of the first verse says The Lord God has said concerning Edom. The name Edom was the key to this brief book, and we will go back to the book of Genesis to determine the identity of Edom. In chapter 36, verse 1, we read: These are the generations of Esau, that is, Edom. Let us now read another statement in verses 8 and 9 of that 36th chapter of Genesis. It says there: 8Therefore Esau, or Edom, dwelt in the mountains of Seir. 9These are the descendants of Esau, the father of Edom, in the mountains of Seir.

This, then, was the historical record, which was repeated three times. Although we take it for granted that when Moses wrote these words he did not know it, the Spirit of God did know that this fact needed
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