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MOONRISE KEY. Playground of the rich and famous.

Overnight, Cassandra Monahan has gone from high-society darling to infamous criminal. Behind bars, she can't reach out to her family or the one man she yearns for. Even though she's certain Jack Landry's betrayal landed her in jail, Cassandra can't let him go. The passion between them is undeniable, no matter how much she tries to resist it.

When she's dealt a lucky hand and makes bail, she realizes she misjudged Jack. But she still can't fall back into his arms or give him her heart. Cassandra knows she has to fight to prove her innocence or face the next twenty years in prison. A real relationship with Jack would be doomed from the start, and dragging him down with her isn't an option.

Jack Landry has never faced a mission as dangerous or exhilarating as falling for Cassandra. After winning her in a card game at the notorious Gentleman's Club, Jack isn't ready to give her up. But her arrest puts her, and a chance at a relationship, out of reach. Cassandra refuses to rekindle the passion they once shared, and Jack might lose the only woman he's ever really cared for. With a killer still on the loose and a shadowy conspiracy looming over them, Jack has to use all of his skills as a security expert to protect her and clear her name. When his allies at the FBI turn on him, he knows he's on his own. Not willing to let her go, Jack throws himself into a final mission: to save Cassandra from prison and capture her heart forever.

With Jack determined to win her back and make her his, could one last poker game at the Gentleman's Club seal their fates forever?
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“You’re gonna need more suitable clothing,” the armed guard said, motioning to her with a baton. “Can’t face the judge dressed like that.”

Cassandra Monahan looked down at her designer dress. Its sequins shimmered underneath the harsh glare of the federal detention center lights. She could barely remember when she had bought it. Maybe she hadn’t. It might have been a gift from her father. Or some European fashion house had sent it to her for extra promo. Either way, it cost an obscene amount of money.

Under any other circumstances her gown would have been perfectly suitable to meet a judge. But these weren’t ordinary circumstances.

Barefoot and shivering she stood in the holding area, her hands cuffed in front of her. A pair of female guards regarded her with an almost cruel amusement, a chilling glee etched on their faces.

The unarmed guard grinned. “Fancy duds. Bet you never thought you’d be wearing that behind bars,” she said, her mocking tone bouncing eerily off the walls.

Tears stung the back of Cassandra’s eyes. She must have been stuck in the detention center for no more than a day, but it had felt like weeks. Time had lost all meaning in the holding cell the federal agents had shoved her into. Even when she had finally fallen asleep it hadn’t felt like sleep at all. Instead, it all felt like a waking nightmare.

She had mostly been alone in her holding cell until guards had appeared to cuff her again and roughly push her into this holding pen.

Biting back a sob Cassandra raised her chin and looked from one guard to the other, forcing herself to meet their cruel gazes. She had allowed herself to be pushed around all her life. Her own father had called her weak. More than once her father had told her that people could smell weakness. Use that weakness against her.

Despite the chafing of the hard cuffs against her wrists, she threw her shoulders back. She refused to let these guards see her fear. If they expected her to crumble in the face of this, she was determined to defy them and appear strong. If her predicament amused them, she wasn’t going to give them a reason to laugh.

No matter how badly tarnished her family name was right now, she was a Monahan. She had faced powerful CEOs, politicians, FBI agents, and—most terrifying of all—her own father. A few guards weren’t going to scare her now.

“In that case, why don’t we trade outfits?” Cassandra asked coolly. “I’ll take your uniform and you can have my dress. Will that be suitable enough to meet the judge?”

The unarmed guard laughed, the piercing sound making Cassandra wince inside. “You’re a mouthy one, rich girl.”

“I’d keep those smart-ass remarks to myself if I were you, blondie,” the armed guard said, her eyes narrowing.

“Nah, you’re just sore that you lost fifty bucks, Kaylene,” the unarmed guard said. “You said she’d cry or piss herself. She’s done neither, so you owe me.”

“Give the cow her new threads so we can be done with this,” Kaylene, the armed guard, ordered.

The unarmed guard muttered under her breath and moved to uncuff Cassandra.

Relief washed over her as the metal restraints came off. She rubbed her sore wrists, using the repetitive motion as a distraction from the fear growing inside her. As lonely as her frightening cell had been, at least that had been predictable. Right now, she had no idea what was in store for her.

“There’s a shower down the hall,” the unarmed guard said, shoving a lump of soap and a threadbare towel into her hands. Then she grabbed some drab grey clothes out of a box on one of the holding pen benches and handed those over. “Clean up and then put these on.”

Cassandra’s heart froze. Bitter bile rose in her throat, humiliation churning painfully through her stomach like acid. She was going to be dressed like a common criminal. The urge to plead her innocence overwhelmed her. Pushed her to open her mouth and protest, but no sound came out. Her mouth was too dry and she was shaking too much to say anything coherent, so she silently took the folded clothes from the guard.

“You’ve got fifteen minutes, inmate!” Kaylene barked. “Then you can go see the judge.”

The guard’s harsh tone made Cassandra want to flee down the hall, but that meant showing fear. Though she was terrified, she’d rather get locked up in that cell again than let them see how much she was hurting.

Holding her head up she headed for the shower, quickly stripped out of her designer gown, and got under an ice-cold blast of water. No matter how much she fiddled with the knobs, the water never got any warmer. Finally giving up, she scrubbed herself and lathered her hair.

She had probably never had to shower without hot water. Cassandra had been rich all her life. Sheltered from the harsh realities of the world. That sheltered, privileged existence had only started to change when she met Jack Landry.

Her eyes suddenly started to sting again as she thought of him. Their relationship—if she could call what they’d had that—had been the most unconventional whirlwind. They’d only met because Jack had won her in an illicit, underground card game against her father. As crazy as that was, things had only gotten crazier when she had learned that Jack was actually an undercover FBI operative. 

Even though Jack had lied to her at first, she had given him a second chance. Agreed to keep his secret. Promised to help him with his mission to take down her own father. She had thought that meant Jack trusted her. Which had only gotten her to trust him in return. 

For the first time in her life, Cassandra had totally bared herself to a man. Mind, body, and soul. She had told him her most intimate secrets. Revealed her most secret dreams. Jack was the only person who knew that she had been trying to finally get away from her father’s influence and start a life of her own.

What a naïve fool she had been. Of course the broodingly handsome CEO of Jet Securities hadn’t actually wanted her. A rich, successful man like that had far more important things on his mind. A lonely heiress like her was probably just a plaything to him.

Not to mention, as an undercover freelancer for the FBI Jack probably had a lot of experience bedding women to use them for his missions. No doubt she was just another in a long line of women he’d slept with to get what he wanted. 

Jack had played his part perfectly. First by acting like he wanted nothing to do with her. Then he had played at having a change of heart. He had been attentive, seducing her with a masculine sensuality that had overpowered her senses. From the start he had gotten into her head, then under her skin until, finally, he had made his way into her bed.

She had trusted him so completely that when the FBI agents had arrived at her father’s villa to arrest her, she had honestly believed that Jack would save her. It was only when one of the agents thanked Jack for helping them apprehend her that she realized the depth of his deception. 

The entire time she had been trying to help Jack, he had just been using her. Either because he thought she was the criminal mastermind behind her father’s shady business empire, or because he wanted to use her as bait to get to her father. It didn’t matter which, since the outcome was the same. Jack had used her weakness against her. Then exploited her desire for genuine connection after a lifetime of transactional relationships. 

The betrayal was a cold knife in her chest, and now it was slicing her heart into unrecognizable pieces. 

Her father had been right to warn her about Jack. She shut her eyes as his cruel taunt started to echo in her mind. 

Jack will probably get bored with you soon enough. What would a self-made man like him have to talk about with a pretty little robot like you anyway?

As it turned out, Jack had been bored with her the entire time. For all she knew, he had gone to that initial card game to find a way to get to her. He had probably used her father’s greed to do just that.

But her personal problems paled in comparison to what really scared her. Because, although she had tried to deny it, she was now starting to believe that her father was the monster Jack said he was. She knew for certain that her father had bankrupted the family empire, risking thousands of jobs in the process through his own greed and mismanagement. And although she couldn’t prove it, she suspected that her father had murdered a lobbyist he’d hired to clean up his financial mess. A lobbyist who, up until his death, might have been helping her father conspire to kidnap someone getting in their way. 

With one person dead and another person potentially in mortal danger, she knew that she had to do something. But now that she was behind bars, she was utterly powerless.

Her eyes snapped open at that realization. As long as Jack decided that she was the real danger, her father could get away with anything. Someone else was at risk right now. Her vision blurred as hot tears fell, mingling with the frigid water from the showerhead. Angry with herself, Cassandra wiped the tears away and concentrated on rinsing off the soapy suds. The icy water sent goose bumps across her skin, but she was too emotionally drained to feel it anymore. 

She was soon finished, and quickly toweled off before getting into her grey prison uniform. The fabric was so rough and scratchy against her skin that it might as well have been burlap. Still, at least they were washed, and now she wouldn’t stand out in a sequined evening dress.

Scooping up the towel and her gown, she walked back out of the
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