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Preface

Hidden behind the lofty principles of the French adage “Liberté, Égalité, Fraternité” Boris Alexandre Spasov, a graduate of the Centre d’études diplomatiques et stratégiques in Paris, takes an unforgiving look at our society and its many ills, of which politics is not the least.

Spasov, a self described humanist, attempts via this essay, which regroups four of his articles published in the Polynesian magazine Tahiti Pacifique, to awaken our consciousnesses to the real significance of our votes.

For whom are we voting? Men or the “System”? Do we still have control of our destinies or are we only puppets, brainwashed by a media subjugated by powerful banking lobbies?

Devoid of hyperbole, Boris Alexandre Spasov paints a rather black picture of the society in which we live and with which we appear to be content. Spasov believes that crises can only multiply, since some are structural. He believes that the enemy is no longer our “neighbour”, but a globalization responsible for the demise of our moral values.

At a time when in Europe, several national political agendas could have far-reaching consequences, being aware of the importance of one’s vote or non-vote is primordial: especially when the crisis of the democratic system in France and in Europe is at its worst. What is the real power of our elected officials? Just raising the question furnishes part of the answer.

Boris Alexandre Spasov’s analyses find a raison d’être in the recent affairs affecting some of the candidates for the French presidential elections. The issues of our legitimate and illegitimate financial methods and the arrogance of our politicians addressed in this essay will give you a little food for thought.

Luc Ollivier
Editor in Chief, Tahiti Pacifique


Warning

During a conference, Edgar Morin was horrified to note that all telephone and electronic communications were being recorded and classified via gigantic privately owned companies. A huge system of control has been implemented without our knowledge or permission. We are facing a complicated opponent, a vast state-owned, financial and industrial machine, which spies on everything we do, but fortunately not everything we think: the complexity of our “machine” cannot be copied…

Our brains, our minds, humans are so much more complex than the gigantic machines put in place to monitor us, who wouldn’t like to have control of that? Lastly, Edgar Morin forcefully points out that as long as the machine does not control our minds, it has not won.

The fight against terrorism or false information on the web… exasperates our “authorities” who are preparing legislation to regulate the last free space that remains to us: Internet.

In Europe, the Decodex application launched in February 2017 by Le Monde will be used order to “help” internet users avoid spreading false information. Eight French media including: BFM-TV, Le Monde, L’Express and Libération will participate in this witch hunt for false information.

We should remember that the majority of the media cited belong to banks and businessmen… and these media have of course greatly contributed to providing us with “well-balanced” information! It’s now up to you to keep an eye on upcoming events…


Conscience and humanity…

“Anyone who believes in indefinite growth in anything physical, on a physically finite planet, is either mad or an economist.” Kenneth Boulding

Today, wherever you go, the presence of man is impossible to ignore. Let’s stop and take a good look around us from up in the sky: let’s take a trip into space.

Since we are now high above the earth in the midst of all the satellites, let’s step back and return to earthly matters… from here the Earth looks like a blue and white agate, a jewel nestled in a black velvet box. This view of the earth has always provoked the most intense emotions in the astronauts who have admired it from their spaceships. To be able to gaze at the planet Earth from afar created a sort of cognitive revolution in their understanding of the planet, perceiving the cosmic link connecting us to our universe awakened a new and different consciousness.

In our journey back to the ground, we’d better keep our wits about us as we approach Earth’s orbit, it’s an extremely dangerous thoroughfare. Vast quantities of debris have gravitated here, they number in the millions: everything from flakes of paint to satellites. According to the National Centre For Space Studies, 15,000 items have a diameter greater than 10 centimetres, 300 000 greater than 1 centimetre and 30 million less than 1 mm. Don’t worry, the Centre for Operational Orbitography (COO) is on 24 hour alert verifying the risks of collisions.

As we pass through the stratosphere and enter the atmosphere, we travel through an area filled with the fine particles resulting from human activity: industrial emissions but also the exhaust gases from cars, trucks, ships, planes… with their suspension of heavy metals and radioactive particles. Added to this are natural emanations, such as erupting volcanoes and the methane gas that the Earth rejects from time to time. This accumulation of waste of all kinds does not seem likely to stop.

After we’ve come back down to earth, let’s dive for a brief moment into the oceans and survey the seabed where the assessment is scarier still. Hundreds of millions of waste products of all kinds line the ocean floor, some of which were deliberately discarded: drums of highly toxic and/or radioactive waste, armaments and explosives as well as other waste resulting from human activities and conflicts. The thousands of sunken ships with their cargoes and fuel will eventually touch our entire food chain, to the cadence of the currents and tides. These eco-toxicological risks are real, parts of our food chain have already been contaminated: shellfish, fish, in fact the entire marine ecosystem.

Now let’s go back up to the surface, catch our breath, as one might say, and take a minute to observe the gyre phenomenon. Over large areas, ocean currents and high pressure systems associated with gentle winds have created circular currents. These gyres have constructed entire islands of plastic and other waste: with a total area equivalent to that of France.

Three main areas have been identified for the moment: the first off the coast of Florida, the second off the coast of Japan and the third between Hawaii and the United States.

There we find a hotchpotch of dolls, plastic bottles, fishing nets, lighters, shoes, bags, syringes and other objects produced by our civilization. What we see of this accumulated floating rubbish dump is just the “visible part of the iceberg”.

British researchers estimate that in the Pacific, there are between 200,000 and 750,000 pieces of debris per km2 and that 80% of this flotsam and jetsam originates from litter we produce on our continents.

One need only put a foot on land to see that the entire surface of Gaia has been soiled one way or another by the implantation of cities, factories and transportation infrastructures. In some areas we even have underground dump sites, where you can find radioactive waste from our nuclear power plants. Most of our groundwater is now contaminated. Some laboratories have even managed to obtain legislation in favour of the use of pesticides, chemical fertilizers and even of transgenic crops. 80% of our waste is dumped directly or indirectly into the oceans. This increase in pollution is just one of the aggravating factors confirming the impression that we’re heading for disaster.

James Lovelock a doctor of medicine and biology takes us further. After long years of research at the frontier of science and philosophy, specialising in atmospheric chemistry for NASA, he has come to an unexpected conclusion and believes that our planet “is itself a living organism, one capable of regulating itself”, but that we are sterilizing it.

Albert Einstein said that the world we have created is the direct result of our method of thinking, but the problems we have caused cannot be resolved in the same way.

Future crises can only degenerate, multiply and become more frequent, they will not be simply ecological, since they are related to deep, structural issues in various areas: climate, demographics, economics, politics…

In a procession of contentment, troubles and wars human evolution has managed to make its way to 2017. One fears that the reality looming on the horizon is more violent. If the State of affairs that I have painted seems excessive, is that not indicative of a reality that we no longer want to see or accept?


A policy of contempt…

“Theory is when we know everything but nothing works. Practice is when everything works and nobody knows why. Here we’ve combined theory and practice: nothing works… and nobody knows why!”

Albert Einstein.

As a rule I like to preface each chapter with an appropriate quotation, this provides an introduction and a reference point. I greatly hesitated here (!) and finally opted for this quote from Albert Einstein instead of a quote from Joseph Goebbels, someone I despise deeply for the role he played during WWII, but whose significance seems more appropriate: “plus le mensonge est gros, plus il passe” which can be translated as “the bigger the lie, the easier it passes”: a truism of XXI century politicians.

Considering humanity’s history and our current situation, before I go any further and address more serious ire provoking events, I’d like to tell you two stories: the first human political act and that of a scientific study recently conducted in Africa. In order to address political events in a comprehensive manner we need to season them with a bit of derision and some humour.

An Aboriginal legend tells that at the dawn of creation, life on Earth split into three branches: mineral life, plant life and animal life. In the animal kingdom, some “chose” to become men. So life gave them a consciousness and a spirit to bind them to the universe, thereby permitting the leap to actual thought. If we consider that men are the guardians of all life on Earth then this was the first political act entrusted to them.

More recently a study was conducted by scientists in the jungle. They studied our “cousins” the great apes for 30 years. One of the groups was dominated by a male, who chased off younger males once they were old enough to compete with him. He ate to satiety whilst females and children ate his often insufficient leftovers and he governed his troupe with a rule of terror. All the other groups lived in a similar manner and the scientists noted this terrible situation without ever imagining that it could be otherwise.

However on a subsequent expedition, they found the group transformed; several dominant males had disappeared, with no apparent explanation. The lifestyle of the group had become more democratic, with females and younger members of the troupe organized more equitably. The group now prospers from year to year with this new lifestyle. A learning process and a different lifestyle became possible…

The scientists then discovered that the behaviour of the dominant males had led to their own downfall because they had looted the contaminated garbage from a hospital while at the same time forbidding access to other members of the troupe.

As a result of these observations, one begins to wonder about the possibility of their application to human societies. OK! So we’re human! We’re supposedly smarter than apes… However it is obvious that since Nature entrusted us with the first “political act” we’ve been incapable of learning from our experiences.

Different civilizations have succeeded one another and humanity has progressed on several fronts, but on the question of a non discriminatory political system, the opposite is happening. Some politicians have simply forgotten they should be at the service of citizens and not banks. In order to reassure their consciences, new sciences have appeared: social, economic, and political…

Political science leads us to a recurring observation: that “political fraud” has been legislated upon in all times. When we reunite all the relevant factors and their possible combinations, we are faced with an existential challenge: the citizen’s enemy is no longer their neighbouring countries but their own institutions run by their politicians, the enemy comes from within! Indeed, to cite one example amongst many others: a crisis that has persisted for more than 20 years can no longer be considered a crisis but an established system. Thus, the majority of the laws passed in Parliament and the Senate are written by law firms working for lobbyists of banks and multinationals. We can then understand why the moral values sacrificed in the name of globalization, of which politics is the principal instigator, has gained universal disapproval. So what’s to be done?… “Make radical changes or disappear?”

Political certainties, despite appearances, have never been part of human life; they are unpredictable, just like weather forecasts. According to Ilya Prigogine, it is for this very reason that economic, political and financial sciences are today besieged, because their results depend
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