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PENGUIN BOOKS

GOD’S JURY


‘Enormously enjoyable … Murphy’s touch, tone and emphasis are never anything but sure and sane. This is popular history at its very best’ Peter Stanford, Independent


‘Fascinating, immensely readable’ Samuel G. Freedman, The New York Times


‘From Torquemada to Guantánamo and beyond, Cullen Murphy finds the ‘inquisitorial impulse’ alive, and only too well, in our world. His engaging romp through the secret Vatican archives shows that the distance between the Dark Ages and Modernity is shockingly short’ Jane Mayer, author of The Dark Side


‘When virtue arms itself – beware! Lucid, scholarly, elegantly told, God’s Jury is as gripping as it is important’ James Carroll, author of Jerusalem, Jerusalem


‘The Inquisition is a dark mark in the history of the Catholic Church. But it was not the first inquisition, nor the last, as Cullen Murphy shows in this far-ranging, informed, and (dare one say?) witty account of its reach down to our own time in worldly affairs more than ecclesiastical ones’ Margaret O’Brien Steinfels, Former Editor, Commonweal


‘In his typically compelling style … Murphy powerfully shows that the impulse to inquisition can quietly take root in any system – civil or religious – that orders our lives’ Publisher’s Weekly


‘There will never be a finer example of erudition, worn lightly and wittily, than this book. As he did in Are We Rome?, Cullen Murphy manages to instruct, surprise, charm, and amuse in his history of ancient matters deftly connected to the present’ James Fallows, National Correspondent, Atlantic Monthly


‘Cullen Murphy’s account of the Inquisition is a dark but riveting tale, told with luminous grace. The Inquisition, he shows us, represents more than a historical episode of religious persecution. The drive to root out heresy and sin, once and for all, is emblematic of the modern age and a persisting danger in our time’ Michael J. Sandel, author of Justice: What’s The Right Thing To Do?


‘Entertaining, lively chronicle of the Inquisition, touching on a wide variety of issues across the centuries’ Kirkus Reviews Cullen Murphy is Vanity Fair’s editor at large and the author of Are We Rome? and The Word According to Eve. He was previously managing editor of The Atlantic Monthly.








Notes


1. Standard Operating Procedure


 “No one goes in”: Chadwick, Catholicism and History, p. 89. The archivist was Msgr. Francesco Rosi-Bernardini. 
“Theology, sir”: Miller, The Crucible, p. 67.

 in the words of the Apostolic Constitution: Apostolic Constitution (Pastor bonus), translated by Francis C. C. Felly, James H. Provost, and Michel Thériault. Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1998. 
plenty of rulings of its own: Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, “Instruction Dignitas Personae on Certain Bioethical Questions,” September 8, 2008; Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, “Considerations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to Unions Between Homosexual Persons,” June 3, 2003; “Vatican Tells Parishes Not to Open Archives to LDS Church,” Catholic News Agency, May 7, 2008; Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, “Declaration on the Unicity and Salvific Universality of Jesus Christ and the Church — Dominus Jesus,” August 6, 2000.

 Holocaust-denying bishop: Peter Walker, “Profile: Richard Williamson,” Guardian, February 25, 2009. 
use of condoms: Richard Owen, “Pope Says Condoms Are Not the Solution to AIDS — They Make It Worse,” The Times (London), March 17, 2009. indigenous peoples: Gina Doggett, “Pope Once Again in Damage Control Mode,” Agence France Presse, May 23, 2007. 
once introduced the visiting Ratzinger: Peter Steinfels, “Cardinal Is Seen as Kind, if Firm, Monitor of Faith,” New York Times, February 1, 1988. 
a Ratzinger fan site: http://www.popebenedictxvifanclub.com/faq.xhtml.

 so that work could be completed: Pastor, History of the Popes, vol. 17, p. 289. When I first set foot: My first visit to the Archivio della Congregazione per la Dottrina della Fede took place in 2000. It was followed by visits in 2001, 2004, and 2010. The account here and elsewhere in this book is based on all four visits and on conversations on each occasion with Msgr. Alejandro Cifres Giménez, the director of the archives. 
vast underground bunker: Richard Owen, “The Vatican Offers a Glimpse of Its Most Secret Archives,” The Times (London), January 8, 2010.


 the convenience of modern historians: Chadwick, Catholicism and History, p. 9.

 “some pleasant surprises”: Bruce Johnston, “Vatican to Open Up Inquisition Archives,” Daily Telegraph, January 12, 1998.

 “No one expects”: “The Spanish Inquisition,” Monty Python’s Flying Circus, series 2, episode 15. 
 Mel Brooks dance number: History of the World: Part 1 (1981), produced, written, and directed by Mel Brooks. 
“comedy is tragedy plus time”: Crimes and Misdemeanors (1989), written and directed by Woody Allen. 
Cokie Roberts was asked: Good Morning America, December 3, 1998. media scrutiny of Sarah Palin’s record: “Fox Special Report with Brit Hume,” September 2, 2008. 
captains of finance who were summoned to testify: Stanley Bing, “The Inquisition Convenes in Washington,” Fortune.com., January 12, 2010.

 “I had to learn who Torquemada was”: 20/20, ABC News, November 25, 1998. singling out Bobby: “The Visible Vidal,” Gay and Lesbian Review Worldwide, vol. 17, no. 2, March 2010. 
criticizing the tactics: Taki, “Rats and Heroes,” The Spectator, 15/22 December, 2001. writing about the sex-abuse scandal: Maureen Dowd, “Should There Be an Inquisition for the Pope?,” New York Times, March 31, 2010. 
continued … for seven hundred years: The brief summary that follows of three main phases of the Inquisition is based on a variety of sources, including Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages; Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain; Bethencourt, The Inquisition; Black, The Italian Inquisition; and Peters, Inquisition.

 the only Belgian song ever to hit No. 1: Rachel Helyer Donaldson, “New Film Tells Tragic Story of the Singing Nun,” The First Post, April 29, 2009. 
shortage of combustible material: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 213.

 the victim was a Spanish schoolmaster: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 4, p. 461.

 pressing to have Queen Isabella declared a saint: Isambard Wilkinson, “Spain Seeks Sainthood for Isabella,” Daily Telegraph, April 23, 2003. 
a fertile recruiting ground for bishops and cardinals: Bethencourt, The Inquisition, p. 136.

 “No death certificate has ever been issued”: William Monter, “The Inquisition,” in Hsia, ed., Companion to the Reformation World. 
the rise of a metaphorical Inquisition: Peters, Inquisition. The subject occupies much of the book, but see in particular pp. 189–262, 296–315.

 cited the Inquisition in his summation: Robert H. Jackson, “Summation for the Prosecution,” International Military Tribunal, July 26, 1946. 
the Grand Inquisitor delivers a scathing indictment: Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, pp. 248–262.

 He heard nothing for nearly twenty years: The details of this episode are recounted in a letter to the author from Carlo Ginzburg, February 25, 2001.

 “Naturally,” said a Vatican official: Anne Jacobson Schutte, “Palazzo del Sant’Uffizio: The Opening of the Roman Inquisition’s Central Archive,” Perspectives, American Historical Association, May 1999.
 “We know all the sins of the Church”: Alessandra Stanley, “Vatican Is Investigating the Inquisition, in Secret,” New York Times, October 31, 1998.
by two conclaves of Inquisition scholars: The account, here and elsewhere, of the conferences that marked the opening of the archives is based on conversations with people who attended, among them John Tedeschi, Eamon Duffy, and William Monter.
 John Paul asked the historians: “Vatican Prepares Apology for Inquisition,” Agence France Presse, November 1, 1998.
 deeds done by the followers of the Church: Francis A. Sullivan, “The Papal Apology,” America, April 8, 2000.

 Doubt occupies an oddly exalted status: J. B. Nugent, “Doubt,” New Catholic Encyclopedia, pp. 883–884. 
a placard over the doorway: Chadwick, Catholicism and History, p. 135.

 Greene’s work came under intense Vatican scrutiny: Peter Godman, “Graham Greene’s Vatican Dossier,” Atlantic Monthly, July/August 2001. I came across two polished wooden boxes: Images of the card catalogues are presented in Cifres and Pizzo, Rari e Preziosi, pp. 142–145. 
the very document that abolished the Index: “Abolizione dell’Indice dei libri prohibiti,” L’Osservatore Romano, June 15, 1966. 
Cardinal Ratzinger … raised an eyebrow: Elisabeth Rosenthal, “Don’t Count Pope Among Harry Potter Fans,” New York Times, July 16, 2003.

 “Very well, Potter”: Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, p. 631. 
“an eye that never slumbered”: Prescott, History of the Reign of Philip II, p. 362.

 “the real scandal isn’t what’s illegal …”: Edwin Diamond, “The Kinsley Report,” New York Magazine, August 4, 1986.
 presented with a copy of his confession: Harry Fiss, “The Interpreter,” New York Times Magazine, May 2, 1999.

 adopted as his motto: “Religion: The Cardinal’s Setback,” Time, November 23, 1962. 
an influential study: Moore, Formation of a Persecuting Society. Moore argues that the persecution of a variety of groups in medieval Europe reflected a systemic social outlook.

 “the very fabric of reality”: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 214. 
a Franciscan inquisitor once confided: James B. Given, “The Inquisitors of Languedoc and the Medieval Technology of Power,” American Historical Review, vol. 24, no. 2 (April 1989), pp. 336–359.
 “We persecuted the seeds of evil”: Dietrich von Niem, On Schism, quoted in Peters, Inquisition, p. 303.



2. A Stake in the Ground

 “scuttling about in hiding like crabs”: Pope Gregory IX, from the decretal Ille humani generis, in Peters, Heresy and Authority in Medieval Europe, pp. 196–198. 
“You, so and so”: Gui, The Inquisitor’s Guide, p. 176.

 like other dualists, the Cathars believed: The general account here of Cathar beliefs and the Albigensian Crusade is drawn from a number of sources, notably Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, pp. viii–xi; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, pp. 89–208; Peters, Heresy and Authority in Medieval Europe, pp. 103–107. Full-length recent accounts of the crusade include Weiss, The Yellow Cross, and O’Shea, The Perfect Heresy. Specific references are cited accordingly.


 Their name may come from the Greek: O’Shea, The Perfect Heresy, p. 270. The derivation of the name remains a matter of some debate. 
The most zealous adherents … Ordinary Cathars: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, pp. viii–xi; Costen, The Cathars and the Albigensian Crusade, p. 76.

 the romantic quest continues to animate: See, for instance, The Treasure of Montségur, by Sophy Burnham (HarperCollins, 2002), and The Judas Apocalypse, by Dan McNeil (Publish Press, 2008).

 Specific moments, recorded by the inquisitors: Oldenbourg, Massacre at Montségur, pp. 356–364.
 “crushed the head of the dragon”: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 2, p. 43.

 “lower than God but higher than man”: Tierney, The Crisis of Church and State, 1050–1300, p. 128.

 “They gave the finger”: Gui, The Inquisitor’s Guide, p. 9.
Several years later, Pope Lucius III: Peters, Inquisition, p. 47.
 “Forward, then, most valiant soldiers of Christ!”: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, p. 152. 
as the geographer David Harvey once noted: The point is made in Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity. Quoted in Cullen Murphy, “Feudal Gestures,” Atlantic Monthly, October 2003.
 pronounced an anathema against his enemies: “Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri: The Path of Doom,” Arabic-language video released on August 27, 2009. Transcript available at www.nefafoundation.org.

 in a public statement soon after the 9/11 attacks: Manuel Perez-Rivas, “Bush Vows to Rid World of ‘Evil-doers,’” CNN.com, September 16, 2001. 
painted the words: Jeff Sharlet, “Jesus Killed Mohammed,” Harper’s, May 2009. recounted a prayer session: Robert D. Kaplan, “Five Days in Fallujah,” Atlantic Monthly, July/August 2004.
 made reference to a Muslim warlord: “U.S. Is ‘Battling Satan,’ Says General,” BBC News, October 17, 2003; William M. Arkin, “The Pentagon Unleashes a Holy Warrior,” Los Angeles Times, October 16, 2003.
 ended a speech … with these words: Ricardo Sanchez, “Military Reporters and Editors Luncheon Address,” Washington, D.C., October 12, 2007.

 you’ll frequently come across this injunction: The T-shirts are available online from many retailers, including the California-based company Special Forces Gear (http://www.specialforces.com/store/customer/home.php).
 first attributed to a papal legate: Sumption, The Albigensian Crusade, p. 93; O’Shea, The Perfect Heresy, p. 85.
 a hundred men from the nearby town of Bram: O’Shea, The Perfect Heresy, p. 106; Pegg, A Most Holy War, pp. 100, 109; Sumption, The Albigensian Crusade, pp. 111, 128–129.

 The inquisitorial process had a long history: The general account here of the origins and conduct of the inquisitio is drawn from a number of sources, including Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, pp. 399–429; Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, pp. 5–22; Peters, Heresy and Authority in Medieval Europe, pp. 189–215; Peters, Inquisition, pp. 12–67; and Baldini and Spruitt, Catholic Church and Modern Science, pp. 34–38. Other specific references are cited accordingly.
did not need to wait for someone to file a complaint: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 22.


 Traveling light … set about conducting trials: Peters, Inquisition, pp. 58–59. 
inquisitors in the Lauragais region: Pegg, The Corruption of Angels, p. 3.

 a man named Arnaud Sicre: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 286. 
medieval words for some distances: Hackett, World Eras, vol. 4, Medieval Europe, pp. 126–128.
 Politically the continent was fractured: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 16–17.

 local folkways of yesteryear were very much alive: See, for instance, Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic. Also Jacques Le Goff, “Culture clericale et traditions folkloriques dans la civilization merovingienne,” Annales 22 (1967), pp. 780–791.
his beliefs regarding the dead: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 348.
“feelings of alienation” and “expanded curiosity”: Edward Peters, “Notes Toward an Archeology of Boredom,” Social Research vol. 42, no. 3 (1975), pp. 493–511.

 The papal chanceries become busier and busier: Blouin, ed., Vatican Archives, p. xviii. 
a trial in Venice, held at the Basilica of San Marco: John T. Noonan, “Gratian Slept Here: The Changing Identity of the Father of the Systematic Study of Canon Law,” Traditio 35 (1979): 145–172.

 the parable of the wedding banquet: Gospel According to Luke, 14:23.
 an injunction to deal with heresy by brute force: Garry Wills, “Augustine’s Hippo: Power Relations (410–417), Arion, vol. 7, no. 1 (Spring–Summer 1999), pp. 98–119.
At the Council of Tarragona:John H. Arnold, “Lollard Trials and Inquisitorial Discourse,” in Given-Wilson, ed., Fourteenth Century England II, p. 83.
standards of what is acceptable are gradually eroded: Daniel Patrick Moynihan, “Defining Deviancy Down,” American Spectator, vol. 62, no. 1 (Winter 1993), pp. 17–30.

 pamphlet prepared by the U.S. Army: “How to Spot a Communist,” U.S. First Army, 1955. http://www.niu.edu/~rfeurer/labor/How%20to%20Spot%20a%20Communist.pdf.) The Pentagon withdrew the pamphlet after the American Civil Liberties Union objected to its content.
 interrogated at Philadelphia International Airport: “Lawsuit Claims Pomona College Student Was Detained by TSA over Arabic Flashcards,” Los Angeles Times, February 10, 2010.

 some 75 million pages of records: Mary Williams Walsh, “Who Owns the Nazi Paper Trail?” Los Angeles Times, June 30, 1994.
 the first generation of IBM punch-card systems: The story is told at length in Black, IBM and the Holocaust.
 To give some idea of the scale: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 25. 
consider a household item … the desk dictionary: Paul Luna, “Not Just Another Pretty Face: The Contribution of Typography to Lexicography,” Dictionary Design, February 18, 2009.

 to prove his claim to the overlordship of Scotland: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 34.
 inquisitors were more practical and inventive … easy cross-referencing: The revolution in the technology of documentation is considered at length in Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, pp. 25–51.

 Bonet was caught in a lie…. “tedious frequency”: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 39.
instruction manuals … conduct interrogations: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 46.


 Eco continues, describing the inquisitor’s bearing: Eco, The Name of the Rose, pp. 369–370.
rose rapidly … burned in public: Gui, The Inquisitor’s Guide, p. 8.

 Over a period of fifteen years: James Given, “A Medieval Inquisitor at Work,” in Cohn and Epstein, eds., Portraits of Medieval and Renaissance Living, pp. 207–232.
 which now resides in the British Library: M.A.E. Nickson, “Locke and the Inquisition of Toulouse,” British Museum Quarterly, vol. 36, no. 3/4 (Autumn 1972), pp. 83–92.
 It begins with a list … Then come the details: British Library, Add. MS. 4697. 
Some of the accused … more than forty of the living: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 69.
 An itemized accounting of expenses: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, p. 553.

 This sort of moral delicacy … During the past decade: “Fact Sheet: Extraordinary Rendition,” American Civil Liberties Union, December 6, 2005.
 a Canadian citizen, Maher Arar: Jane Mayer, “Outsourcing Torture,” The New Yorker, February 14, 2005. See also Stephen Grey, “The Agonizing Truth About CIA Renditions,” Salon, November 5, 2007.
 A throng would gather: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, pp. 391–393.

 Gui’s most productive day: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 75. 
Gui was a prodigious writer: Gui, The Inquisitor’s Guide, p. 14.
 Out of this decree grew a modest confession industry: Given, Inquisition and Medieval Society, p. 45.
 The notion of a “slippery slope”: Mario Rizzo and Glen Whitman, “The Camel’s Nose Is in the Tent: Rules, Theories and Slippery Slopes,” UCLA Law Review vol. 51, no. 2 (2003), pp. 539–592. See also Eugene Volokh and David Newman, “In Defense of the Slippery Slope,” Legal Affairs, March–April 2003.

 One English essayist recalls: Charles Moore, “The Spectator’s Notes,” Spectator, February 19, 2011.
 The Dominicans preached everywhere … As one historian concludes: M. Michele Mulcahey, “Summae Inquisitorum and the Art of Disputation: How the Early Dominican Order Trained Its Inquisitors,” in Praedicatores, Inquisitores, Acts of the 1st International Seminar on the Dominicans and the Inquisition, 2002, pp. 145–156.

 its members came to be known: Edward Peters, “Quoniam abundavit iniquitas: Dominicans as Inquisitors, Inquisitors as Dominicans,” Catholic Historical Review, vol. 91, no. 1 (2005), pp. 105–121.
 “just as all diseases”: Gui, The Inquisitor’s Guide, p. 31.
 “It must be noted”: Gui, The Inquisitor’s Guide, p. 71.

 granted wide latitude to inquisitors: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, pp. 424–429.
 Half a millennium later: Joseph Abrams, “Despite Reports, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed Was Not Waterboarded 183 Times,” Fox News, April 28, 2009.
current and historical interrogation practices: Educing Information, Intelligence Science Board, National Defense Intelligence College, Washington, D.C., 2006.

 It warns interrogators: FM 2-22.3. Human Intelligence Collector Operations, Department of the Army, 2006, section 9-6. 
he might sit with a large stack of documents: Morellet, Abrege du Manuel des Inquisiteurs, pp. 100–101.
 “file and dossier approach”: FM 2-22.3, section 8–15.
 Another technique suggested by Eymerich: Morellet, Manuel des Inquisiteurs, p. 99.

 when the interrogator senses the source is vulnerable: FM 2-22.3 section 8-17.
 Another way to break the impasse: Morellet, Manuel des Inquisiteurs, p. 102.
 “rapid-fire interrogation”: FM 2-22.3, section 8-16.
Eymerich writes a script: Morellet, Manuel des Inquisiteurs, p. 101.

 the “emotional-futility” approach: FM 2-22.3, section 8-13, 8-14. 
torture techniques developed very early: Guilaine and Zammit, The Origins of War, pp. 56–60.
 “Torture him, how?”: Aristophanes, The Frogs, lines 624–628.
 Mexican drug cartel: Anderson Cooper 360 Degrees, CNN, March 26, 2009.

 Torture had been used … clear and definitive end point: Peters, Torture, pp. 40–46.

 laid down more rules than civil magistrates did: This was true for the Medieval, Spanish, and Roman Inquisitions. See, for instance, Peters, Inquisition, p. 92; Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 172; and Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 146–147.
 if inquisitors absolved one another: Peters, Torture, p. 236.
 “mature and careful deliberation”: Lea, History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, p. 424.
 “intensely moral places”: Michael Ignatieff, “The Truth About Torture,” New Republic, December 9, 1985.

 “I’d cut down every law”: Bolt, A Man For All Seasons, p. 66.
 The landscape of Montaillou: Weiss, The Yellow Cross, pp. 21–23.

 The inquisitor was Jacques Fournier: The particulars of the investigation and the history of Fournier’s Register are concisely laid out in Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, pp. vii–xvii. 
Bernard Gui showed up to watch: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. xiii.

 “rock star” … compared his youthful looks: Cantor, Inventing the Middle Ages, p. 165.

 the fingernails of the dead: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 31.
 a night of passion: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 159.
 a pithily nihilistic philosopher: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 171.

 In Lent, toward vespers: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, pp. 8–9.
Ms. Lewinsky called Ms. Currie: Starr, The Starr Report, p. 126.

 Straight away I made love: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 167.
At the White House: Starr, The Starr Report, pp. 66–68.
When Pierre Clergue: Le Roy Ladurie, Montallou, p. 173.
 She also showed him an email: Starr, The Starr Report, p. 108.

 Papal inquisitors were involved: Read, The Templars, pp. 265–266.
 “according to ecclesiastical constitutions”: Read, The Templars, p. 290; Barber, The Trial of the Templars, p. 198.



	
3. Queen of Torments

 The most ardent defenders of justice: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 163.
 “I wish to interrogate him!”: Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, p. 745.
 In Leonard Bernstein’s version: Candide (1956), lyrics by Richard Wilbur and John Latouche.

 the final justice of God: Maureen Flynn, “Mimesis of the Last Judgment: The Spanish Auto de Fe,” Sixteenth Century Journal, vol. 22, no. 2 (1991), pp. 281–297.
The living prisoners wore: Anderson, Daily Life During the Spanish Inquisition, pp. 73–74.
the scene in Seville … carried off by plague: The events surrounding the first auto-da-fé of the Spanish Inquisition are described in a number of sources, including Roth, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 41–46; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 1, pp. 163–164; Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 47.
Hojeda produced a report: Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 19.

 an American tourist named Aaron Stigman: Henry Roth, “The Surveyor,” The New Yorker, August 6, 1966.
“They’d have me burned at the stake”: Coulter, Godless: The Church of Liberalism, p. 184. 
it enjoyed the positive reinforcement: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, p. 223.
brought on by heat stroke: http://www.stjoancenter.com/topics/Death_by_Heat_Stroke.xhtml

 might die from smoke inhalation: Merritt M. Birky and Frederic B. Clarke, “Inhalation of Toxic Products From Fires,” Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine, vol. 57, no. 10 (December 1981), 997–1013.
the simple act of breathing: Bruce M. Achauer, M.D., et al., “Pulmonary Complications of Burns,” Annals of Surgery, vol. 177, no. 3 (March 1973), pp. 311–319.
exhausted the available oxygen: James B. Terrill, et al., “Toxic Gases From Fires,” Science, vol. 200, no. 23 (June 1978), pp. 1343–1347.
catastrophic damage to nerves and tissue: Prahlow, Forensic Pathology, pp. 488, 496; Robert R. Frantz, “Firestorms and Wildfires,” in Hogan and Burstein, eds., Disaster Medicine, p. 230.
  Michael Servetus … endured a lingering death: Lawrence and Nancy Goldstone, Out of the Flames, pp. 3–4.
 a bag of gunpowder: John Tedeschi, “A New Perspective on the Roman Inquisition,” in Bujanda, Le Controle des Idées à la Renaissance, pp. 25–26.
 solicitation of sex by clergy: A detailed recent study of the subject, based on the records of more than 200 cases heard by tribunals of the Spanish Inquisition, is Stephen Haliczer’s Sexuality in the Confessional.

 constituting perhaps 2 percent of the population: Population figures as a whole for this period are inexact, and establishing the size of subpopulations is problematic. Estimates of the Jewish population as a percentage of the Spanish population tend to vary between 1 and 3 percent. See Gitlitz, Secrecy and Deceit, pp. 73–74; Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 8.
the etymology is not certain: Netanyahu, The Marranos of Spain, p. 59 (fn 153).
a vast computerized database: The scholars who have compiled the database are Gustav Henningsen, Jaime Contreras, and Jean-Pierre Dedieu. See William Monter, “The Inquisition,” in Hsia, ed., A Companion to the Reformation World, pp. 255–271.
systematic about censorship: Peters, Inquisition, pp. 95–96.

 a Spanish censor at work: “A Censored Second Folio,” Folger, Spring 2011; Sidney Lee, “Shakespeare and the Inquisition,” in Boas, ed., Elizabethan and Other Essays, pp. 184–195.
 under the monarchy’s control: Peters, Inquisition, p. 97.

 a new Grand Mosque of Granada: Charles M. Sennott, “Seeking Madrid motives in a cradle of Muslim glory,” Boston Globe, March 28, 2004.
more than 600 mosques … Iberia as a whole: Anthony Celso, “The Tragedy of Al-Andalus: The Madrid Terror Attacks and the Islamicization of Spanish Politics,” Mediterranean Quarterly, vol. 16, no. 3, pp. 86–101. See also Victoria Burnett, “Spain’s Many Muslims Face Dearth of Mosques,” New York Times, March 16, 2008.
the 2004 Madrid train bombings: “The 3/11 Madrid Bombings: An Assessment After 5 Years,” International Security Studies Program, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, April 10, 2009.
“They have a grander vision”: Charles M. Sennott, “Seeking Madrid motives in a cradle of Muslim glory,” Boston Globe, March 28, 2004.
Spanish bishops turned down a request: Elizabeth Nash, “Spanish bishops fear rebirth of Islamic kingdom,” The Independent, January 5, 2007.
a campaign to remove the word “mosque”: Rachel Donadio, “Debate Over a Monument’s Name Echoes a Historic Clash of Faiths,” New York Times, November 4, 2010.
Had this battle gone differently: Gibbon is quoted in Menocal, The Ornament of the World, pp. 55–56.

 an itinerant cobbler from Montaillou: Le Roy Ladurie, Montaillou, p. 296; Weiss, The Yellow Cross, p. 290.
disagree on just how cordial: For a recent account see Menocal, The Ornament of the World.
“a relationship between unequals”: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 4.
you’ll hear the claim made: Alan S. Kaye, “Two Alleged Arabic Etymologies,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 64, no. 2 (2005), pp. 109–111.
Josef Ratzinger on the cover of the magazine: Peter Seewald, “Dios tiene un agudo sentido del humor,” El Semanal, February 18, 2001.

 at a meeting in the Alhambra: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 31.
“In our land”: Sachar, Farewell España, p. 70.
In England, Jews were considered royal property: Mundill, The King’s Jews, pp. xi, 12, 72–74, 146.

 in 1609 … shunned as “Christians”: Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 47–50; Anderson, Daily Life During the Spanish Inquisition, p. 116.
Expulsion … has never gone out of use: An overview of the subject can be found in Benjamin Schwarz, “The Diversity Myth,” Atlantic Monthly, May 1995.
“Please, O King, what is it that you want from your subjects?”: Rubin, Isabella of Castile, p. 299; Netanyahu, Don Isaac Abravanel, pp. 55–56.
Abravenal offered the king: Rubin, Isabella of Castile, p. 299.

 managed to wring a single concession: Menocal, Ornament of the World, pp. 248–249. 
impossible to get an accurate fix: A lower figure is given by Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 23–24; a higher figure is given by Sachar, Farewell España, pp. 71–72; a middle range is offered by Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 35–36.
“Do not grieve over your departure”: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 8.

 birthright citizenship was a new target: Julia Preston, “Citizenship as Birthright Is Challenged on the Right,” New York Times, August 7, 2010.
“If a Catholic mom were to give birth”: Media Matters Institute, “Keith Larson on 14th Amendment …,” August 8, 2010.


 highlighted the national-security angle: Walid Zafar, “Rep. Gohmert Warns of Baby Terrorists,” Political Correction, June 25, 2010.
according to opinion polls: “Public Evenly Split on Changing 14th Amendment?” Washington Post, August 11, 2010.
state legislators unveiled a proposal: Rachel Slajda, “Birthright Citizenship Foes Want Two-Tiered Birth Certificates,” TPM Muckraker, January 7, 2011.
that would deny birthright citizenship outright: Eric Kleefeld, “Vitter, Rand, Propose Amendment to Pare Back Birthright Citizenship,” Talking Points Memo, January 27, 2011.

 the Black Death was good for one thing: Gottfried, The Black Death, p. 94.
distilled in the person of Ferrand Martínez: Gitlitz, Secrecy and Deceit, pp. 6–7; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 1, pp. 103–111.
a phenomenon they call “epistemic closure”: The term comes from philosophy and has been used in a political sense by Julian Sanchez of the Cato Institute, among others. Patricia Cohen, “No Closure in the ‘Epistemic Closure’ Debate,” New York Times, April 26, 2010.

 anti-Jewish riots … a choice: Gitlitz, Secrecy and Deceit, pp. 7–8.
A significant proportion: Again, getting a fix on the numbers is difficult and controversial. See Gitlitz, Secrecy and Deceit, pp. 7–8, 28, 74; Peters, Inquisition, p. 82; Netanyahu, The Origins of the Inquisition in Fifteenth-Century Spain, pp. 1097–1098.
Sixtus … had other distractions: Duffy, Saints and Sinners, pp. 185–186; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, pp. 157–160.

 laid down strict guidelines … “the most extraordinary bull”: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 49; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 1, pp. 233–234.
whose prerogatives pushed royal power: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 50.
One historian notes that: Quoted in Mark Thurner, “Modern Inquisitions: Peru and the Colonial Origins of the Civilized World (review),” Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History 7, no. 1 (2006), pp. 107–110.
Like state bureaucracies everywhere: Irene Silverblatt, “Colonial Conspiracies,” Ethnohistory, vol. 53, no. 2 (April 2006), pp. 259–280.

 Torquemada has achieved a form of meta-existence: Torquemada appears in Longfellow’s poem “The Theologian’s Tale; Torquemada” (1863) and in Hugo’s play Torquemada (1882). Electric Wizard’s song “Torquemada 71” can be found on the band’s 2008 album Witchcult Today. Marlon Brando played Torquemada in the 1992 movie Christopher Columbus: The Discovery. The webcomic Pibgorn is available at http://www.gocomics.com/pibgorn.
Torquemada was born: For details of the inquisitor general’s life, see Lea, A History of the Inquisition in Spain, vol. 1, pp. 173–179; Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 47–53, 137–139; Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 28–30.
Whether he himself had Jewish ancestry: Netanyahu, The Origins of the Inquisition in Fifteenth Century Spain, pp. 431–434, 1249–1250 (fn 60).

 “Full of pitiless zeal”: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 1, p. 174.
Inquisitors would come to a town … in Toledo alone: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 57.

 “The edicts of grace”: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 57.
And the deck was stacked: Details of the tribunal process in Spain are described in Ka-men, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 166–172, 177–178, 184–185; Llorente, A Critical History of the Inquisition, pp. 62–70; Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 135–136.
Conviction rates: Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 149.

 penalties varied … the most feared penalty: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 193–213.
Disease could decimate a fleet: Crowley, Empires of the Sea, pp. 77–78.
contrived to define horse-smuggling as a “crime of faith”: Monter, Frontiers of Faith, pp. 86–89.

 They were thick upon the ground: Bethencourt, The Inquisition, p. 75. 
five stages of dying: Kübler-Ross, On Death and Dying, pp. 34, 44, 72, 75, 99.

 The names the instruments have been given: A brief survey of the available tools is provided by Kerrigan, The Instruments of Torture.

 In the so-called Bybee memo: The Bush administration’s various memos relating to torture can be found at http://www.propublica.org/special/missing-memos.
Following Aquinas, the inquisitors: Sullivan, The Inner Lives of Medieval Inquisitors, pp. 184–189.
“The major downside”: Alan M. Dershowitz, “The Torture Warrant: A Response to Professor Strauss,” New York Law School Law Review, vol. 48, no. 1–2 (2004), pp. 275–294.
Torture might once have been limited: Peters, Torture, pp. 63–64.

 illustrates a moral slide … intelligence of a lesser kind: Andrew Sullivan, “Torture Creep,” The Dish, May 5, 2011.
the Greater and Lesser Stress Traditions: Rejali, Torture and Democracy, pp. 295–296.
“interrogators get sneaky”: Rejali, Torture and Democracy, p. 9.
Before a session began … minutely detailed account: Peters, Torture, p. 57.

 Lea reproduces one such account: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 3, pp. 24–25.
the recognition, well understood by modern interrogators: Mark Bowden, “The Dark Art of Interrogation,” Atlantic Monthly, October 2003.

 Under duress, eight of the ten defendants: Gisli Gudjonsson, “Confession,” New Scientist, November 20, 2004.
confessed to crimes they had not committed: John Schwartz, “Confessing to Crime, but Innocent,” New York Times, September 13, 2010; Brandon L. Garrett, “Getting It Wrong: Convicting the Innocent,” Slate, April 13, 2011.
Three main forms of torture were employed: For a fuller overview of the basic techniques, see Pérez, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 146–148; Lea, A History of the Inquisition of Spain, vol. 3, pp. 16–22; Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, 187–191.
The first technique … the Queen of Torments: Peters, Torture, p. 68.
allowed to drop with a jerk: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 190; Rejali, Torture and Democracy, p. 296.

 John McCain was subjected to a version of it: “The Candidates: John McCain,” MSNBC, February 27, 2008.
One prominent case is that of Manadel al-Jamadi: Jane Mayer, “A Deadly Interrogation,” The New Yorker, November 14, 2005.

 The recording secretary preserved the moment: Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, p. 191.
“Even a small amount of water in the glottis”: Rejali, Torture and Democracy, p. 279.
 “A review of contemporary cases”: Ole Vedel Rasmussen, “Medical Aspects of Torture,” Danish Medical Bulletin, vol. 37, supplement no. 1 (January 1990), pp. 1–88.
The CIA has acknowledged … no more than five “sessions”: Joseph Abrams, “Despite Reports, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed Was Not Waterboarded 183 Times,” Fox News, April 28, 2009.


 simply a “continuance”: Lea, A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages, vol. 1, p. 427. 
in order to experience the reality of waterboarding: Christopher Hitchens, “Believe Me, It’s Torture,” Vanity Fair, August 2008.
U.S. forces used various forms of water torture: Rejali, Torture and Democracy, p. 280.

 a vivid account: Alleg, The Question, pp. 46–50.
“a dunk in the water”: “Bush Enters Cheney Torture Row,” BBC News, October 28, 2006. 
That wasn’t always so … Eventually, the work of prominent historians: See, for instance, Baer, History of the Jews in Christian Spain; Roth, History of the Marranos; and Beinart, Conversos on Trial and The Expulsion of the Jews from Spain. The larger point about the historiography of the Inquisition is made by Kamen, The Spanish Inquisition, pp. 309–312, and Peters, Inquisition, p. 324.

 “Benzion looms above his son”: David Remnick, “The Outsider,” The New Yorker, May 25, 1998.
His father … Jabotinsky wing of the movement: Caspit and Kfir, Netanyahu: The Road to Power, p. 14. 
Netanyahu came to Palestine … professor at Cornell: Caspit and Kfir,
 Netanyahu: The Road to Power, pp. 13–39.

 in withering terms: Netanyahu, The Origins of the Inquisition, p. 930.
“I knew where the quemadero was”: Henry Roth, “The Surveyor,” The New Yorker, August 6, 1966.
“incredible romance”: Roth, A History of the Marranos, p. xxiii.
He speaks in precise paragraphs: Conversation with Benzion Netanyahu, June 2000.

 upon meeting him face-to-face: The interview with Henry Kamen recounted in this chapter took place in Barcelona in September of 2000. The arc of the argument presented here is based on that conversation, on his book The Spanish Inquisition, and on follow-up correspondence.

 Kamen agrees … and they by him: Henry Kamen, “The Secret of the Inquisition,” New York Review of Books, February 1, 1996.

 “green purgatory of rural society”: Le Roy Ladurie, The Mind and Method of the Historian, p. 215.

 What turns a society … from one thing into





4. That Satanic Device














































5. The Ends of the Earth












































6. War on Error








































7. With God on Our Side
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