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    The Long Drop was first performed at the Citizens Theatre, Glasgow, on 10 June 2026 (previews from 5 June), with the following cast:


    
      
        	
          PETER MANUEL

        

        	

        	
          Brian Vernel

        
      


      
        	
          WILLIAM WATT

        

        	

        	
          Keith Fleming

        
      


      
        	
          RAB/LAURENCE DOWDALL/

          DANDY McKAY

        

        	

        	
          Robert Jack

        
      


      
        	
          HUGH/SHIFTY THOMSON

        

        	

        	
          Martin Donaghy

        
      


      
        	
          SCOUT O’NEIL/DS MITCHELL/

          JOHN WATT/SAMUEL MANUEL

        

        	

        	
          Andy Clark

        
      


      
        	
          NETTIE WATT/BRIGIT MANUEL

        

        	

        	
          Mary Gapinski

        
      


      
        	
          MAURICE DICKOV/

          INSPECTOR MUNCIE

        

        	

        	
          George Drennan

        
      

    


    The barristers M. G. Gillies, W. R. Grieve and all other parts played by the ensemble.


    
      
        	
          Director

        

        	

        	
          Dominic Hill

        
      


      
        	
          Designer
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          Composer
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          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Stuart Jenkins

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer

        

        	

        	
          Ben Morgan

        
      


      
        	
          Assistant Director

        

        	

        	
          Laurie Bayley-Higgins

        
      


      
        	
          Fight Director

        

        	

        	
          Rob Myles

        
      


      
        	
          Movement Director
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    Characters


    RAB, prison officer


    HUGH, prison officer


    M. G. GILLIES, junior advocate for the prosecution


    LAURENCE DOWDALL, lawyer


    PETER MANUEL, the accused


    WILLIAM WATT, husband and father of the murdered family


    WILLIAM GRIEVE, advocate for the defence


    SCOUT O’NEIL, thug for Dandy McKay


    BRADY, barman at Jackson’s Bar


    DS MITCHELL, detective sergeant on the case


    FERRYMAN, ferryman on the Renfrew ferry


    MECHANIC, mechanic from Lochgilphead


    DICK HAMILTON, gunman


    BILLY FULLERTON, gunman


    JOHN TOTTEN, gunman


    TONY LOWE, gunman


    SHIFTY THOMSON, thug for Dandy McKay


    MACK, barman at Steps Bar


    NETTIE WATT, William Watt’s sister-in-law


    JOHN WATT, William Watt’s brother


    MAURICE DICKOV, joint owner of the Gordon Club


    DANDY McKAY, joint owner of the Gordon Club


    INSPECTOR MUNCIE, lead detective on the case


    BRIGIT MANUEL, Peter Manuel’s mother


    SAMUEL MANUEL, Peter Manuel’s father

  

  
    


    
      1. The Long Drop


      Barlinnie prison.


      RAB What you looking at?


      HUGH Nothing.


      RAB You’re looking at something.


      HUGH Nothing interesting.


      RAB You’re looking at nothing interesting in a very interested manner. Hence my question.


      HUGH Hence?


      RAB Hence is a word. It was in the Sunday Post.


      It was bygone word of the week.


      HUGH I don’t take the Post.


      RAB Forsooth? That was in the Post anall. A while back.


      HUGH I was looking at the rain if you must know.


      RAB Sorry I asked.


      HUGH I was looking at the rain and wondering how it is that it never washes the blackness off the buildings. When I stand out in the rain, even though I’m getting soaked I have the feeling that it cleans me, like a bath or a baptism and when I dry myself I’m fresh as a daisy. But look at that out there. It pours two days out of three / in this –


      RAB Two days out of three? Who tellt you that?


      HUGH The Glasgow Herald.


      RAB You take the Herald ?


      HUGH It pours with rain two days out of three and this city just seems to get blacker. How is that?


      RAB It’s the coal. Zit no?


      HUGH Is it? I’m not so sure.


      RAB It’s definitely the coal. It’s a known thing. They’ve been saying for years they’re going to ban coal in the city. Look out there. Chimneys galore. Twenty to a building and that’s just the tenements. Even worse at the docks.


      HUGH Or. Is it that the heart and soul of the city is what’s causing the darkness?


      RAB Are you a Catholic, Shooey?


      HUGH What? No. Maybe. None of your business, Rab.


      RAB Just that we don’t get many Catholics in this line of work.


      HUGH Lapsed. Catholic, lapsed.


      RAB Better that way, really. You’re no fae round here, are you?


      HUGH Bishopbriggs.


      RAB This your first time?


      HUGH First time on the Long Drop. I’ve seen plenty of hangings but. So I’m not nervous if that’s what you mean.


      RAB And there would be no need. The Two Harrys have perfected the new swing latch. And it is neat as fuck. Snaps the neck between the second and third vertebrae. Instantaneous. Elegant even. No more choking to death or losing the head.


      HUGH I’ve seen the gibbet trap swing back and take off a man’s leg. I’ve never seen a decapitation.


      RAB Hellova mess. And of course, it’s Her Majesty’s pleasure that we clean it up. As if we’re not already doing a clean-up job in this wild fucking west of a city.


      HUGH Is there a lot of blood with a severed head?


      RAB Much the same as a leg really.


      HUGH Except with the leg the guy’s no dead. No right away well.


      RAB We don’t have to worry about that any more. The Two Harrys are testing the trap as we speak. Listen.


      Nothing.


      Not a dicky bird, eh? They’ve fitted rubber stoppers to all the moving parts. (Indicating the door behind them.) Peter Manuel cannae hear a thing.


      HUGH That’s only right, right? Cannae have him listening to the dry run of his own execution.


      RAB If it was emdae else I’d have to agree. But he’s a rank bad yin. Somethin wrang up here – (Taps his head.) He eats his victims’ food and grinds it into the carpet. Stubs fags out on the arms of their chairs. If I’ve to listen to him tell wan mair story about being a Russian spy or an American hero I’ll jump in front of him and pull the hood awer my ain heid.


      HUGH It’s a definite go then? He’s been telling everybody his mother’s submitted a petition to delay and he’s gonnae get another appeal.


      RAB He says more than his prayers. But no. The Two Harrys don’t get out their beds till it’s a done deal. He’s swinging the day, no question.


      HUGH The word on the floor is that he had an accomplice.


      RAB The word on the street is that he can see in the dark.

    

    
      2. Laurence Dowdall in the witness box


      M.G. GILLIES, junior advocate for the prosecution, presents himself to the judge.


      GILLIES M. G. Gillies, My Lord, junior advocate for the prosecution. Thank you, My Lord.


      LAURENCE DOWDALL is in the witness box.


      DOWDALL The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. So help me, God.


      GILLIES Will you tell the court your name and occupation, please?


      DOWDALL Laurence Dowdall, solicitor.


      GILLIES Can you please tell the court how you came to meet Mr Manuel in December 1957?


      DOWDALL Mr Manuel sent me a letter asking me to visit him in Barlinnie Prison.


      GILLIES Is that usual?


      DOWDALL As a defence attorney, I am daily applied to for miraculous interventions from prisoners in Barlinnie.


      Someone from the gallery shouts ‘Get me Dowdall’.


      GILLIES And what did Mr Manuel say in this letter?


      DOWDALL He said he had information about a client of mine, the one that had been described in the papers as ‘an all-round athlete’.


      GILLIES Who did you imagine he was referring to?


      DOWDALL William Watt. Mr Watt had been a Highland Games champion in his youth and had been referred to in that way in the papers just the week before. Mr Manuel knew that I was representing him.


      GILLIES The same Mr Watt, who had been remanded in Barlinnie for the murders of his wife, his daughter, and his sister-in-law at their home in Burnside?


      DOWDALL The very same. Mr Watt was given to understand that the police were so convinced of his guilt that they were no longer looking for the real murderer and, in desperation, he began his own enquiries.


      GILLIES How did he go about that?


      DOWDALL He let it be known, through me, that he was investigating the Burnside murders and would be receptive to anyone with information.


      GILLIES Did people come forward with information?


      DOWDALL People always come forward, usually for money, or because they’re interested in lurid details but when Mr Watt began asking around Barlinnie Prison one name was mentioned time and again by the criminal community for this kind of brutal attack.

    

    
      3. Dowdall meets Manuel in Barlinnie


      MANUEL I know who done it, the Burnside murders, and it wasn’t William Watt.


      DOWDALL Yes, I’ve been hearing that from a number of your ‘colleagues’.


      MANUEL But they don’t know what I know, do they?


      They don’t know who actually done it.


      DOWDALL If that’s true –


      MANUEL As true as I’m sitting here.


      DOWDALL – then you should take that information straight to the police.


      MANUEL And give them an excuse to bang me up for something else I never done? Fuck that for a game of soldiers. Pardon my French.


      DOWDALL Mr Manuel, I have the increasingly alarming feeling that you’re wasting my precious time.


      MANUEL Is it detail you’re after, Mr Dowdall? You said in your letter that my story lacked detail.


      DOWDALL It would certainly have to be something more than could have been read in any of the daily papers.


      MANUEL This man, the one I’ve got for you, he told me everything, how he got in, what he saw, what colour the carpet was even. Told me like it was still happening in his head.


      DOWDALL The colour of the carpet?


      MANUEL Red. A red carpet in a narrow hall, he sayed. A chiffonier on the left and the picture of a yellow dog hanging above it. Aye. A yellow dog, probably a Labrador. There was a key rack on the wall but there were nae keys on it. Just an empty rack. He walks through the dark house and listens. Naebody’s heard him come in. So he pushes open the bedroom door and sees two beds, twin beds, and two women sleeping in them. He takes out his gun and shoots them in the head. Right there.


      He screws the tip of his forefinger into his temple.


      POP. POP. He stands looking at them for a minute but then he hears the girl… That the kind of detail you’re after, Mr Dowdall?


      DOWDALL Uncannily so.


      MANUEL I have it all up here – (In his head.)


      DOWDALL I’m not sure how this helps Mr Watt.


      MANUEL This man, the one I will give to you as soon as we can come to an arrangement, he came to me, just after, the very morning after, and asked me to hide the gun.


      DOWDALL The gun that has never been found?


      MANUEL The Webley.


      DOWDALL And you know where it is, you say?


      MANUEL You don’t believe me?


      DOWDALL This gun he asked you to hide, can you describe it?


      MANUEL I’ll go one
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      8. Watt takes the stand


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      9. Big drunk, wee drunk


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      10. Everyone is lying


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      11. Steps Bar


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      12. Watt is cross-examined
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      18. Manuel’s arrest
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      21. Manuel cross-examines Watt
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      26. The Long Drop 2
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