

    
        
          Manasseh, the Repentant: Lessons in Restoration from the King who Forgot God

        

        
        
          Restoration and Recovery Series, Volume 5

        

        
        
          Roderick Levi Evans

        

        
          Published by Abundant Truth Publishing, 2012.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      MANASSEH, THE REPENTANT: LESSONS IN RESTORATION FROM THE KING WHO FORGOT GOD

    

    
      First edition. November 8, 2012.

      Copyright © 2012 Roderick Levi Evans.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1601412287

    

    
    
      Written by Roderick Levi Evans.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  

Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 - Manasseh’s History  

Manasseh’s Forgetfulness 

Manasseh’s Forsaking 

Chapter 2 - Manasseh’s Heresy

Manasseh’s Works

Manasseh’s Worship

Manasseh’s Wickedness

Chapter 3 - Manasseh’s Hardness

God Rebukes 

God Reminds

God Removes  

God Rejects 

God Relinquishes 

Chapter 4 - Manasseh’s Humility 

Manasseh’s Prayer 

Manasseh’s Posture 

Manasseh’s Persistence

Manasseh’s Plea 

Manasseh’s Perception 

Chapter 5 - Manasseh’s Honor

Manasseh Rebuilds

Manasseh Removes 

Manasseh Repairs 

Manasseh Revives 

Bibliography​

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Introduction
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The books of Psalms and Proverbs present two phenomenal statements regarding the believer’s life. The first is found in Psalms 34:19, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.” 

The second is found in Proverbs 24:16, “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.” Each of these statements reveal the troubles that believers will face and how it is possible for unforeseen mistakes and failures to come. However, the strength of the second admonition is that the righteous will get up after times of failure and defeat. 

The Restoration and Recovery Series was developed to bring hope, comfort, and peace to Christians  during  and after troublesome times in their Christan walk. 

In this Publication 

In this publication, we will explore the life of Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah. Manasseh is known for his ungodly rule in Judah. His atrocities while serving as king led to Judah’s ultimate captivity in Babylon. However, we learn from the biblical record that Manasseh turned from his wickedness to serve the Lord. 

In this fifth book of the Restoration and Recovery Series, believers can learn from his story. It reveals the depths of God’s mercy and His willingness to forgive and restore. It is our hope that this story will challenge believers to forsake anything that displeases the Lord. In addition, our intent is to provoke a greater appreciation for God’s love and His great mercy available to all in Jesus Christ.
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​Chapter 1

Manasseh’s History
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Manasseh is known as the wickedest ruler in Judah and Israel’s history. His reign plunged Judah into the depths of sin. His wicked rule sealed their fate whereby God would send the nation into captivity.

His wickedness knew no bounds, surpassing the sins of the kings of Israel (including Ahab) and all of the preceding kings of Judah. However, we discover from his story that his ending was a thousand times better than his beginning.

Better  is  the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: Eccl 7:8 (KJV)

Though Manasseh did all manner of evil, God was merciful to him.He, subsequently, turned from his wickedness and pursued God and His righteousness. Manasseh’s story is an excellent example of the mercy and  compassion of God offered in Jesus Christ. 

As we look at Manasseh’s reign and life, we discover some foundational truths for the kingdom of God. In addition, we are confronted with the loving discipline of God, which brings men into repentance. His story should induce reverent fear of God and an appreciation for His restoration and forgiveness.

Manasseh was the 14th king of Judah. He reigned from 687 – 642 B.C.  His story can be found in parallel accounts in 2 Chronicles 33:1-20 and 2 Kings 21:1-9. He was the son of Hezekiah. Hezekiah is known for his righteousness before God.

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father did. 2 Kings 18:3 (KJV)

Manasseh’s Forgetfulness

Hezekiah is also best known for how he cried and God extended his life by 15 years. Though we see the mercy of God in his life, three years later, Manasseh was born. Consequently, Manasseh began to reign at the tender age of 12.

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he  reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. 2 Chron 33:1 (KJV)

Before examining his reign more closely, let us consider some important facts. The name Manasseh means forgetting or forgetful. We discover from Manasseh’s rule that he lived up to his name. 

He had forgotten the righteous reign and rule of his father. He, subsequently, forgot  the  Lord;  that  is,  to  follow  Him  and  His commandments. He was the forgetful king.

The Christian cannot forget what Christ did on the cross for him and return to old ways and habits. Hezekiah brought the nation out of rebellion while Manasseh plunged it into degradation. 

No doubt, Hezekiah was a good example to his son (though he was young)  and Manasseh knew the things of the Lord because it was a part of every Jewish child’s upbringing. How much the more the son of a righteous  king? 

So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen, whom the LORD had destroyed before the children of Israel. 2 Chron 33:9 (KJV)

Manasseh’s Forsaking

Yet, the Bible records that once he began to reign, he did everything (literally) that the Lord had commanded His people not to do. He led the nation of Judah into sin. His sin being so great that God pronounced His final judgment upon them during this time.

Therefore thus saith the LORD God  of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle. 2 Kings 21:12 (KJV)

From Manasseh’s history, his life should have been characterized by holiness and righteous service. However, we discover he led the way in sin, even above the nations that had no knowledge of God. Let us now examine the heresy of Manasseh.​
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​Chapter 2

Manasseh’s Heresy

[image: ]


From the parallel accounts of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, we discover the horrific heresies and sins of Hezekiah. As we explore these, let us consider ourselves. We should not demonstrate any of these traits and treacheries in our daily walk with Him.

Manasseh’s Works 

Manasseh committed all the abominations of the heathens and surpassed them. God commanded Israel when they came out of Egypt to leave the practices of the surrounding nations. They were to be a holy people unto the Lord. 

They were God’s chosen people and this would be reflected in their daily lives. However, Manasseh ignored this and acted worse than other nations.

But did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. 2 Chron 33:2 (KJV)

Christians  today  have  to  be careful that they do not return to old sins and habits after coming to know Christ. Christians have to be demonstrators of God’s standards through moral uprightness and proper Christian lifestyle. 

The Christian has to remember that they are to be separate from the world. The Christian life should not reflect the lifestyle of the world. This is to be demonstrated in the believer’s attitude and actions.

Manasseh’s Worship

Manasseh built altars to Baal, Asherah, and worshipped/served the hosts of heaven. Israel was a monotheistic nation. They were to serve the one true living God. 

God revealed himself to their fathers and demonstrated His power to them. However, Manasseh turned his back on God and served/worshipped the other gods. Baal and Asherah were the chief heathen gods of rain and fertility, respectively. 

This demonstrated a forsaking of trust in God who could control the weather and make Judah fruitful in every area. In addition to these, Manasseh worshipped the planets and the stars.

For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had broken down and he reared up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. 2 Chron 33:3 (KJV)

The Christian has to maintain a complete faith, hope, and trust in Christ. He cannot turn to other sources for help, direction, and hope. Manasseh did this by giving worship to other deities and objects. Christians have to avoid trusting in ideologies and superstitions, even their own intellects.

Manasseh built altars in the house of the Lord. The Temple was to a be place where God’s name and presence abided. However, Manasseh erected altars to other gods as if God was just another deity. He placed God with the idols and imaginations of men.

Also he built altars in the house of the LORD, whereof the LORD had said, In Jerusalem shall my name be forever. And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD. 2 Chron 33:4-5 (KJV)  

The Christian today has to be careful not to equate their belief
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