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PREFACE

Between about 1949 and 1976 Prof. Dr. Abdel-Moneim Abu Bakr excavated at Giza in the far northwest corner
of the great Western Field of mastaba-tombs. Prof. Abu Bakr had published an important volume on tombs at
the site that had been excavated by him on behalf of Alexandria University (1949-1953), but he had passed away
in July 1976 before a second projected volume on the tombs excavated under the auspices of Cairo University
might be completed. Before his death Prof. Abu Bakr had entrusted the publication of tombs in the portion of
the cemetery excavated for Cairo University to three of his graduate students, providing each with an assortment
of plans and photographs of its monuments. One of the three, Dr. Mohamed Moursi, had passed away and the
second displayed no interest in its publication. The third student was Prof. Dr. Tohfa Handoussa, who ultimately
became co-director of the Cairo University—Brown University Expedition. Prof. Leonard Lesko, Charles Edwin
Wilbour Professor of Egyptology at Brown University, had long been desirous of establishing an epigraphical
expedition in Egypt to instruct graduate students in the techniques of modern copying, and Dr. Handoussa
expressed an interest in collaboration in the hopes of secing her professor’s endeavors brought to fruition.

In 1999 Prof. Lesko and Prof. Rafaat el-Nabarawy, Dean of the Faculty of Archacology at Cairo University,
signed an agreement initiating a Cairo University-Brown University Expedition, whose aim was to copy the
reliefs in the mastaba-tombs excavated by Prof. Abu Bakr in the Western Field at Giza that still remained unpu-
blished and to make the tombs and their decoration available to the scholarly community.

None of this would have been possible without the encouragement of Prof. Dr. Zahi Hawass, then Secretary-
General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities, who introduced us to Dean El-Nabarawy and sat in on the initial
negotiations. This was in keeping with Dr. Hawass’s policy of abolishing the old concessions at Giza in favor of
the expeditious publication of monuments.

In March 2000 a joint expedition of Cairo University and Brown University resumed work in the Abu Bakr
Cemetery with the purpose of recording and publishing the tombs uncovered on behalf of Cairo University but
not published by that eminent scholar. Cairo University was represented by Prof. Dr. Tohfa Handoussa, as field
director, along with her colleague Prof. Dr. Ali Radwan. Representing Brown University were Prof. Dr. Leonard
H. Lesko and Dr. Edward Brovarski, with the latter serving as field director along with Prof. Handoussa. The
final season of fieldwork took place between February 8, 2009 and February 26, 2009.

After a successful first season recording tombs in the Abu Bakr Cemetery, it became apparent to our dismay
that Prof. Abu Bakr’s field records (except for an Object Register) were lost and no map of the cemetery excavated
by him survived. As a result the aims of the Cairo-Brown Expedition were widened to include the reclearance of
much of the cemetery for detailed surveying and mapping purposes.

The reclearance of the cemetery was in actuality a salvage operation, for virtually every inch of the site had
previously been excavated by hundreds of workmen laboring under the direction of native Egyptian reises or

ix
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supervisors with weekly visits from Prof. Abu Bakr. Subsequently, the excavated areas had been backfilled. This
was apparent from the scraps of newspaper and remains of modern garments and other debris found throughout
the reclearance.

Although a disadvantage, the absence of documentation did make for some interesting surprises as the ceme-
tery was progressively recleared. This was the case with the rediscovery of the tombs of Khufu-seneb and Henut-
sen and Hetepu: Ipu during the 2000 field season and of another previously unsuspected tomb belonging to a
low ranking official named Semerka in 2006. The biggest hindrance, however, was the absence of a map of the
Abu Bakr Cemetery.

Thanks to the dedication of two voluntary surveyors, Jay Gilliland of the California Department of Roads and
James Langford of the Thompson-Langford Corporation, Grand Junction, Colorado, four of the seven seasons
of the Expedition’s fieldwork produced over fourteen thousand survey points, constituting approximately 70
percent of the visible structures on the eight-acre site represented by the Abu Bakr Cemetery. The result was a
detailed map of the Abu Bakr Cemetery color-coded to indicate limestone blocks, mud-brick, rubble, plaster,
and bedrock (see pocket map on the inside back cover). The surveyors utilized a Total Station with tripod data
system controller. Dr. Mark Lehner and David Goodman were kind enough to share the coordinates and eleva-
tions of their Giza Plateau control network with us.

Where Jay Gilliland and James Langford left off, our very able Archaeological Draftsman, Richard L. Cook
continued by measuring construction details that could not practically be surveyed and drawing them into the
site map. He is also responsible for the physical descriptions of the individual tombs incorporated in the different
chapters of this volume and drew the plans and sections of those tombs published herein as well as categorizing
the various tombs, chapel, shafts, and so on according to Reisner’s types as published in George A. Reisner, 4
History of the Giza Necropolis, vol. 1.

It should be mentioned that Stephen R. Phillips as archaeological site supervisor not only oversaw all aspects
of the reclearance of the cemetery, but also contributed to the preliminary reports submitted to the Supreme
Council of Antiquities and to the present Preface. Regrettably, the Supreme Council of Antiquities decided not
to publish a wide array of articles from various foreign and Egyptian missions due to a backlog of several years’
worth of excavation reports. As a consequence, only the report of the 2006 field season appeared in print in the
Annales du Service des Antiquités de I'Egypte. However, Dr. Phillips contributions to the reports have been incor-
porated in the different chapters below.

The six seasons of fieldwork in the Abu Bakr Cemetery produced a hundred or more tracings on acetate film
of reliefs in the decorated tombs of the cemetery and of the reliefs, false door panels, lintels, and drums stored in
the Abu Bakr Magazine at Giza. Subsequently, these monuments were removed to the storeroom of the Supreme
Council of Antiquities at Giza. Then, without prior notice, the majority of the monuments were taken away
to the magazines of the Grand Egyptian Museum for future display. As a result, many monuments were never
drawn and it was impossible to do new photography where necessary. This discrepancy is evident in the plates
and figures accompanying this publication, where some monuments are represented by both photographs and
drawings, others by photographs or drawings alone. Listed and described in the chapter on monuments once
stored in the Abu Bakr Magazine are a few others that were neither drawn nor photographed.

It was clear from the compilation of Giza tombs in the Topographical Biography of Ancient Egyptian Hiero-
ghyphic Texts, Reliefs, and Paintings and a few brief excavation reports that the cemetery contained a number of
unpublished tombs of considerable interest and import. In fact, the Abu Bakr Cemetery is of particular interest
because the majority of tombs belong to relatively low-ranking individuals. This is only partly apparent from
Porter and Moss. The great stone-built tomb of the royal architect Persen (LG 20) was an exception to this rule.
Other more modest stone-built tombs (Kai-em-tjenent, Kaitep, Khufu-seneb/Henutsen) belonged to royal fune-
rary priests. It is a sad fact that the decorated and inscribed architectural elements stored initially in the Abu Bakr
Magazine are largely without exact provenience having been removed from their original placement in tomb
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structures without any surviving record of origin or with references to origins that are now meaningless due to
the absence of written records. Even so, they reveal that the owners of tombs included an overseer of six (men)
of the boat, a supervisor of carpenters, a supervisor of tomb-builders, an inspector of unguents, a confectioner,
a brewer, an overseer of grain measurements, a simple grain measurer, a scribe, and so on. Somewhat more ele-
vated were an elder of the house and an overseer of scribes. The nature of the material—mostly inscribed lintels
and drums—suggests that they derived from mud-brick mastabas. In the course of reclearance the Expedition
discovered two small mud-brick mastabas with inscribed elements still in place. The first of these belonged to a
woman named Renpet-nefret, the second to a “follower” (?) named Kai-iri. Through a fortuitous circumstance,
it was possible to assign a number of decorated and inscribed pieces to the small mastaba complex of Itji and
Neferseshemes. These modest tombs are in contrast to the larger and more fully decorated mastaba-tombs of the
courtiers and high officials of King Khufu and his successors who were buried further to the east, at the foot of
the Great Pyramid. For this reason, the cemetery has the potential to shed considerable light on the social status
of Egypt’s “working classes,” a study that has been the subject of scant attention in the Egyptological community
at least until the Middle Kingdom and especially the New Kingdom.

The survey and mapping component of the Cairo University-Brown University Expedition necessitated the
cleaning and reclearance of visible funerary architecture within the survey area. The project followed as its field-
work strategy an archaeological approach based upon the recording and stratigraphic methodology known as the
“Harris Matrix” model, so-named after the model’s author, Edward Harris.!

Prof. Abu Bakr had thoroughly excavated the survey area in the past, resulting in extensive backfilling, dis-
turbance, remixing, and a readily apparent paucity of artifacts, in situ or otherwise. Substantial data regarding
the stratigraphic relationships between and within architectural features, and between and within topographical
features could, however, still be ascertained.

Project surveyors Jay Gilliland and Jim Langford along with Richard Cook established a survey grid over the
site, laid out in 20 x 20 m squares (see pocket map), a grid that was tied into the Egyptian Geological Service
survey point fixed in the bedrock just off the northeast corner of the pyramid of Khufu. The project designa-
ted squares on the east to west axis with letters (e.g., J, K, L) and those squares on the north to south axis with
numbers (e.g., 21, 22, 23). Square identification thus is where a letter and a number meet, for example, “K23.”

For recording purposes, the project assigned “ABC” numbers (our acronym for Abu Bakr Cemetery) for archi-
tectural and topographic features (loci) based upon their relationship(s) within a Harris Matrix model adapted
to our survey area. This methodology facilitated the determination of building phases, rebuilding phases, and
stratigraphy.

To record artifacts, given the relatively small quantity of them overall, the project first assigned to each artifact
the grid square number from which it was recovered (e.g., M22, M23), followed by a sequential number for all
the artifacts recovered from that given square (e.g., M22-1, M22-2), and the given artifact’s locus (e.g., ABC
105). For example, our M23-1, ABC 128 designates the first numbered artifact from square M23, in this case a
partial human child skeleton, the locus being ABC 128—a burial pit just below the surface.

Another aspect of the Expedition’s work was the analysis of the human skeletal material that was recovered
from the site over the six seasons. This investigation was in charge of our osteoarchaeologist Dr. Stephen R. Phil-
lips of the Egyptian Section, the University of Pennsylvania Museum. Ultimately, the skeletal remains of some
twenty-seven individuals were analyzed. The balance of the sample contains a broad array of anthropological
information, a bonus given the population’s relatively small size and the paucity of published human remains
from the Eastern and Western Fields at Giza in general.

1. Edward Harris, Principles of Archacological Stratigraphy, 2nd ed. (London: Academic Press, 1992).
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Quite fortunately, the Expedition was able to secure the services of Mr. Ashraf El-Senusssi, Curator of the
Pharaonic and Greco-Roman Section of the Kom Aushim Museum and an expert on pottery from the earliest
periods of Egyptian prehistory till Islamic times. Regrettably, with two or three exceptions, the vast majority of
pottery found on the site was in the form of modern caches of vessels found out of context or in heaps on the
ground adjacent to tomb shafts. Nevertheless, a pottery statistical and stylistic study was conducted in 2006 by
Mr. El-Senussi.

The reclearance of and epigraphic work in the Abu Bakr Cemetery was funded by the Department of Egypto-
logy at Brown University, while Cairo University underwrote the salaries of the representatives of the University
and paid for twenty-four hour live invigilation in the Abu Bakr Cemetery. A number of generous individuals
and institutions contributed funds to the support of the Expedition. Foremost among those individuals were Mr.
Frank Caizzi, Ms. Janet Romanoff, and Mr. and Mrs. John McNabney, the last of whom donated funds toward
the publication of the project in the name of Susan L. Moore. The late Prof. William Kelly Simpson also made
a generous gift toward the costs of the Expedition through The William Kelly Simpson Foundation. So too did
the late Mr. Bradford Endicott of Dedham, Massachusetts and Vero Beach, Florida and Mrs. Dorothea Endicott
of Dedham, Massachusetts. Moreover, the Michela Schiff Giorgini Foundation contributed substantial funding
toward the Expedition’s work. The directors also owe a debt to Richard L. Cook, who not only financed his own
flights to and from Egypt, but paid for his expenses during the course of the 2009 field season. He has in addition
underwritten the costs of the pocket map accompanying this volume as has my wife, Del Nord.

A submission to the Shelby White-Leon Levy Foundation at Harvard University resulted in a generous two-
year grant that allowed substantial work to be done toward the final publication. The actual cost of publication
was borne by the Department of Egyptology and Assyriology of Brown University.

Incorporated in the present report are two articles previously published by Tohfa Handoussa on the tomb of
Hetepu: Ipu and Steve Phillips on the so-called “Hyena Cages” (or circular mud-brick structures) built against
the south wall of the mastaba of Ipi (LG 19) respectively (see chs. 5.0, 5.A.4). We would like to thank Prof. Dr.
Hawass for permission to include the first article and Dr. Miroslav Bérta for permission to include the second.

The directors would also like to express their gratitude to Dr. Luc Limme, formerly Responsible des collections
égyptiennes at the Musées Royaux d’Art et Histoire and Dr. Dr. Van den Driessche of the Institut d’Archéologie
et d’Histoire de 'Art of the Catholic University of Louvain for photographs of the two jambs from the north
false door in the tomb of Senenu I, which had been removed at some time before the Cairo-Brown Expedition
commenced work in 2000. At the behest of Prof. Dr. Zahi Hawass, the jambs were returned to Egypt. We owe a
debt to Mr. Mohamed Saied and Mr. Ahmed Ehab of the Supreme Council of Antiquites for the excellent digital
drawings of the two jambs made under the direction of Ramadan Badry Hussein, then Director of the National
Project for the Documentation of Egyptian Archaeological Sites.

A debt is likewise owed Prof. David P. Silverman and the Saqqara Expedition of the University of Pennslyvania
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology for the loan of a tambour that allowed us to descend into several
deep tomb shafts. Dr. Silverman also released Stephen Phillips from his duties as Research Assistant to participate
in the Cairo-Brown Expedition.

The Expedition is also indebted to Mohamed Shiha, Chief Inspector of the Giza Pyramids Inspectorate, for
help and encouragement above and beyond the call of duty during the six seasons fieldwork in the Abu Bakr
Cemetery.

Prof. Salima Ikram also generously gave of her time during the 2004-2005, 2005-2006 field seasons to help
clear the circular mud-brick structures and analyze in a preliminary way an incomplete mammalian skeleton that
was discovered in one of the structures. The directors are most beholden to her for her participation.

It would be unconscionable to fail to acknowledge the contributions of the late Seif el-Din Shazly, Conser-
vator of Cairo University, who for many years single-handedly cared for the artifacts excavated by Prof. Dr. Abu
Bakr in the Abu Bakr Cemetery and stored in the Abu Bakr Magazine at Giza. His brother, Saleh el-Din Shazly,
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who also works as a conservator for Cairo University, helped conserve monuments uncovered by the Expedition
in the field.

The directors would also like to express our appreciation to Yannis Gourdon for allowing access to his unpu-
blished PhD thesis on private names. Subsequently, Scheele-Schweizer, Die Personnamen des Alten Reiches (2014)
appeared in print and the private names gathered by her have been added to these other references.

Finally, the Cairo University-Brown University Expedition would like to thank Prof. James P. Allen, Wilbour
Professor of Egyptology at Brown University. Without his encouragement and support, the present volume
would never have seen the light of day.

The Abu Bakr Cemetery remains a very promising area for future exploration. The efforts of the Cairo-Brown
Expedition were largely restricted to reclearance of the areas of Abu Bakr Cemetery already excavated by Prof.
Abu Bakr, but large areas of the eight-acre site remain unexcavated.

It should be mentioned that some 482 individual drawings of the mastabas and of associated details by
Richard L. Cook will eventually become available on the Giza website of Harvard University (giza.fas.harvard.
edu). The same is true of the Cairo-Brown expedition diary, some 100 print photographs, and over 1500 35-mm
slides. In the course of the digitalization project each image was scanned and descriptive information, such as
the tomb number, the name of the photographer who took the image, and the date it was taken were compiled
by Rachel Aronin and Jeremy Kasala formerly of Harvard’s Giza project staff in collaboration with co-director
Edward Brovarski.

Recently the news arrived in Boston that the Rare Books & Special Collections Library of the American Uni-
versity in Cairo has acquired lecture notes, letters, photographs, lists of workmen, drafts of publications, exca-
vation reports, public lectures, and radio speeches of and by Prof. Abu Bakr. This information comes from the
annoucement of a lecture by Dr. Amr Omar, curator of the Egyptology collection of the American University, at
the Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo in February 2019. The announcement of the lecture was brought to
our attention by Ms. Cynthia May Sheikholeslami. Dr.Omar’s current project is to study, document, and publish
the archive of Prof. Abu Bakr. We wholeheartedly look forward to seeing these valuable records in print.

In the following lists all the collaborators who gave invaluable assistance in the reclearance of the Abu Bakr
Cemetery and in copying and photographing its relief and inscriptions are acknowledged.

March 1-27, 2000

Tohfa Handoussa, Cairo University, director

Edward Brovarski, Brown University, director

Hisham Farouk, Cairo University, inspector

Magdi el-Bahri, Cairo University, inspector

Nihal Ahmed Ali, Giza Pyramids Inspectorate, inspector

Said Hassan, Giza Pyramids Inspectorate, inspector
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

When King Khufu of Egypt’s Fourth Dynasty built the Great Pyramid at Giza around 2550 BC, he gave orders
to lay out mastaba-tombs to the east and west of his funerary monument. At the foot of the Great Pyramid, in
the tombs of the Eastern Field, were buried Khufu’s wives (in three small pyramids) and their children and de-
scendants. In the Western Field were interred the older members of Khufu’s family, his uncles and brothers, for
instance, as well as high court and government officials.

The Western Field was begun early in the reign of Khufu, continued to be utilized in the reigns of his son and
grandson, Khafre and Menkaure (the builders of the second and third pyramids), and remained in use (like the
Eastern Field) to the end of the Old Kingdom. The mastaba-tombs of the cemeteries laid out by Khufu and his
successors belong to the elite of Egyptian society. Filling the area between the great tombs in the center of the
Western Field and extending into the far west are the tombs of the nonelite members of Old Kingdom society.
As far as the Abu Bakr Cemetery is concerned (pl. 1; fig. 1) tombs were already being constructed in the Fourth
Dynasty, although the majority of such appear to belong to the Fifth Dynasty (ch. 2).

The Abu Bakr Cemetery is composed of stone-built, mud-brick, and rock-cut tombs (see pocket map). Today,
the overall effect is rather muted (color pls. 1-2). The prospect was quite different in antiquity. From the exten-
sive traces of gypsum plaster (applied over mud plaster) on many mud-brick superstructures, it is fair to infer
that they were covered in gleaming yellow-white gypsum plaster originally. What of the stone-built mastabas?
Apart from the mastabas with interior chapels, all that is evident today are the bare nummulitic limestone walls.
The evidence of one stone-built mastaba in the southeast quadrant of the cemetery just opposite the tomb of
Ankhu (pls. 2—4) suggests that appearances may have been otherwise in the Old Kingdom. The eastern facade of
this mastaba has large areas of plaster preserved, including on the northern false door. Traces survive of a figure
of the owner and his wife on the facade between the false doors and of accompanying inscriptions all carved in
the plaster. As traditionally in the Old Kingdom, the reliefs and hieroglyphs would have been brightly painted
against a blue-gray or white background. What is true of this mastaba may have been true of many others that
are now completely anonymous. So here too the vista would have been dramatically divergent from today, giving
the illusion that the tombs were cased in fine, white Tura limestone.

Apart from the chapels of Persen (LG 20), Kai-em-tjenent, Abdu, Ni-udja-Ptah, the chapels of the Abu
Bakr Cemetery have very limited decoration.! Usually the decoration is confined to a false door or two (Ii-kai,
Meshaef, Senenu I, Khufu-seneb, Hetepu: Ipu) sometimes supplemented by sculptured side panels (Hetep-ni-
Khnum, Nefri, Kaitep, Seneb I).? Certain of the brick-built tombs only have the uppermost elements of the false
door carved in stone (Semerka, Wentjet).

1. For Abdu, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 69-82, figs. 42—62, pls. 38—41; for Ni-udja-Ptah, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 103-20, figs. 91-95-E, pls.
57-63.

2. For Hetep-ni-Khnum, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 11-25, figs. 8-18, pls. 7-15; for Nefri, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 39-67, figs. 32-41, pls.
23-35.
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Figure 1. Plan of the Western Field at
Giza with the Abu Bakr Cemetery at
the upper right.
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The majority of the inhabitants of both sections of the Abu Bakr Cemetery, that is, of the tombs previously
published by Prof. Abu Bakr and of those recorded by the Cairo-Brown Expedition, represent a cross-section of
the ranks of lower officialdom of the Egyptian state of the Old Kingdom.

The high-ranking honorific titles iry-p<t, hsty-<, and htmty bity do not appear in the Abu Bakr Cemetery
with one exception. This involves the daughter of the king’s w<b-priest Khufu-seneb who, as hmt iry-p<t, “wife
of the hereditary prince,” must have married above her. The absence of these honorifics emphasizes the nonelite
status of the majority of individuals buried in the Abu Bakr Cemetery. The overseer of the phyles of Upper Egypt,
Meshaf, did hold the high-ranking honorific smr we<ty, however.?

The rank title iry ht-nswt, “custodian of the king’s property,” does appear in many of the titularies of the
individuals buried in the cemetery.* The title from its inception (in the Third Dynasty) was designed for persons
(both royal and nonroyal) who were in some way associated with the duties or service to the king at his court.
Down to the beginning of the Fourth Dynasty it was a mark of distinction. During the latter part of the Fourth
Dynasty and especially from the beginning of the Fifth Dynasty onward persons of nonroyal origin and lower
status became associated with personal service to the king. In the Abu Bakr Cemetery the title is held by a wide
variety of individuals. Thus the royal architect (overseer of all the king’s works) Persen is iry-hit nswt. As royal
architect he held one of the highest administrative titles of the Old Kingdom.® But it is also borne by individuals
of middle and lower status. To the first category belong, for example, the chief of the ten of Upper Egypt and
overseer of the city of (the pyramid) horizon-of-Khufu, Iru-ka-khufu; the overseer of the great estate, Abdu; the
overseer of the work center of tomb-makers, Neferi; and the overseer of the houses of the king’s sons, Zepni.®
To the lesser category belong the inspector of metal-workers of the mortuary workshop, Neferherenptah; the
director of carpenters Itji; the tenant land-holder of the palace, Minnefer; the overseer of six (men) of a boat,
Iufi; and the elder of the house, Waty among others.” Miroslav Bdrta also remarks that toward the end of the
Fifth Dynasty and during the Sixth Dynasty holders of the title “custodian of the king’s property” likewise carry
priestly titles.® Actually, given the dating of a number of individuals interred in the Abu Bakr Cemetery, it looks
as though the title was held by priests as early as the beginning or middle of the Fifth Dynasty.

Other individuals lack the title iry-ht nswt and may have been in private service or their own employ. These
include the steward and overseer of Ka-servants, Ni-udja-Prah; the strong-of-voice of the granary, Ankhu; the
elder of the house, Minnefer; and the scribe, li-kai, as well as the stonemason Wehemkai and the confectioner
Hui.?

A prominent feature of the Abu Bakr Cemetery, of both the tombs published by Prof. Abu Bakr and those
copied by the Cairo-Brown Expedition, is the number of individuals who bear priestly titles. Thus, of seven large
stone-built tombs with some decoration, five belong to men with the title w<b nswt, “royal w<b-priest” (Abdu,
Kai-em-tjenent, Kaitep, Khufu-seneb, Seneb I). Similarly, of eight large brick-built mastabas with decorated
stone elements, three belong to royal web-priests (Zepen, Nefti, Senenu I), while the owners of two others bear

the title hm-ntr Hwfw, “priest of Khufu” (Iru-ka-khufu), either as such or in the extended form hm-ntr Hwfw

3. The full and original reading of smr wety is smhr wety; see Joachim F. Quack, “Zum Lautwert von Gardiner Sign-List U 23,
LingAeg 11 (2002): 113-16.

4. For a different interpretation of this title, see chap. 5.J.

5. Nigel Strudwick, 7he Administration of Egypt in the Old Kingdom (London: KPI, 1985), xiv.

6. For the overseer of the work center: Gs-pr: Henry G. Fischer, “An Old Kingdom Monogram,” ZAS 93 (1966): 65-69. Juan Carlos
Moreno Garcia, “Administration territoriale et organisation de I'espace en Egypte au troisiéme millénaire avant J.-C. (V): gs-pr,” ZAS 126
(1999): 124, concludes that gs-pr designates a zone intended for the rearing of livestock or agricultural production. Abu Bakr, Giza, 31-37,
figs. 24-31, pls. 18-22.

7. For Neferherenptah, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 121-23, fig. 97-99, pls. 66-67.

8. See Miroslav Bdrta, “The Title ‘Property Custodian of the King’ during the Old Kingdom Egypt,” ZAS 126 (1999): 79-89.

9. For Ankhu, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 95-96, figs. 82-84, pl. 55.
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hnty sht(-Hwfw), “priest of Khufu who presides over (the pyramid) horizon (of Khufu)” (Hetep-ni-Khnum),
and one (Kai-em-tjenent) is priest of the Horus name of Khufu (hm-ntr Mdduw-r3). It is logical, although not
demonstrable, to think that the other web-priests buried in the Abu Bakr Cemetery likewise served the mortuary
cult of King Khufu. In this connection, it may be noted that Iru-ka-khufu was imy-r3 niwt sht-Hwfw, “overseer
of the city of (the pyramid) ‘Horizon-of-Khufu.””

Before moving on, it should be noted that Meket, another web nswt, whose mastaba, although lost, is known
from an interesting swamp scene in the Abu Bakr Magazine (color pl. 68). The relief indicates his chapel had
more substantial decoration than is usual in the Abu Bakr Cemetery. He appears with his wife, the riit nswt hkrt
nswt, “the king’s acquaintance, the king’s adorned,” Reput-nesut, on a false door panel (color pl. 70) as well as
on a combined drum roll and lintel (pls. 308-309) and another drum roll (pl. 323).1°

This is not to say that the individuals concerned bore exclusively priestly offices, for this is not the case. The
positions held by the royal w<b-priest Abdu, for example, involved the administration of the “great estate” (imy-
13 hwt-sst, imy-r3 niwwt mswt hwt-st, zs hwt-st), an administrative center that superintended the smaller hwt
or royal estates and that collected agricultural produce, which formed a main source of income for the royal
treasury, and redistributed it to other localities or officials.'" Nefri too saw service in the same department as
hqs hwt, “estate manager,” and hig3 hwt-t, “manager of a great estate.” Undoubtedly, in order to transport such
agricultural produce, Nefri functioned as well as shd wis, “inspector of a boat,” and supervised the boat’s crew as
hrp <pr, “director of a company,” and krp <pr nfrw, “director of a company of recruits,” presumably the young
men who crewed the boats.

In all probability, the individuals just named benefited from the property and income associated with the
administrative services they held.'” It is nevertheless of some interest that two men who held priestly titles
alone (along with iry-hit nswt) were able to construct stone-built tombs with decorated stone elements (Kai-
em-tjenent, Kaitep). This suggests that their priestly income sufficed to allow them to erect such sepulchres for
themselves.

A natural assumption is that stone-built tombs were more expensive to build than brick-built tombs. Even if
this is so, the limited decoration of chapels in stone-built, brick-built, or rock-cut tombs (except for Persen and
Ni-udja-ptah), is roughly comparable.

It also catches the attention that two shdw webw, “inspectors of priests,” (Akhethetep, Ni-nefret-nesut) and a
shd webw nswt, “inspector of royal web-priests, (Kainefer) are only known from inscribed offering basins found
in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pls. 301, 317, 321). They were presumably buried in small mud-brick mastabas like
that which belonged to a “follower”(?) named Kai-iri (ABC 912), which measures merely 3.09 x 2.38 m. The
only inscribed element was a drum roll with his title and name (pls. 170-172). Even smaller than this is the tomb
of father and son Hebedu and Nefer which measures only 1.44 x 3.64 m (pl. 250). The pair are shown at table
together on a crude false door panel (color pl. 39). Smaller yet is the little mastaba of Renpet-nefret, whose son,
the fnl, “carpenter,” Peret-her-nefret, dedicated an offering basin on her behalf (color pl. 16). The tomb measures
a mere 1.47 x 1.39 m. Many of these small mastaba are evident from surface remains but were not cleared by us
in the time allotted. It is curious that the “inspectors of royal w<b-priests” were not buried in more substantial
tombs, since the title shd web nswt is clearly superior to w<b nswt.

10. Del Nord, “;g Hkrt-nswt = ‘King’s Concubine’?,” Serapis 2 (1970): 1-16, points out that ikr means “to be adorned”; conse-
quently hkrt nswt means, “She (One) Who is Ornamented by the King.” Hence, we have translated it as “king’s adorned” here. For a
different interpretation of the title, see ch. V.J below.

11. Juan Carlos Moreno Garcia, “Estates (Old Kingdom),” UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology 2008, 2, https://escholarship.org/uc/
item/1b3342c2; Moreno Garcia, hwt et le milieu rural égyptien du III millénaire: Economie, administration et organisation territoriale (Paris:
Champion, 1999), passim.

12. See Bernadette Menu, “Economy: An Overview,” OEAE 1:425.
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Other priests such as the hmw-k3, “ka-priests” or mortuary priests of private cults, were also probably buried
in small brick-built mastabas like those above and their memory committed to a drum roll or offering basin.
Two of these were found in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pls. 322, 326) and two others are among the miscellaneous
monuments known only from Abu Bakr photographs. Both of the last are shown in situ in the niche of mud-
brick mastabas, but there is no indication of the size or location of the tombs (pls. 344-345).

The income of Ni-udja-Ptah, who was imy-r3 hmw-ks, “overseer of ka-priests,” (as well as hi1m1-k3) was evidently
adequate for him to afford to excavate a rock-cut tomb with three inscribed false doors, decorated with passable
reliefs scenes of him and his family and servants along with some scenes from daily life, the latter admittedly ex-
ecuted in rather poor quality sunk relief. There are likewise well-executed statues (single and groups) in niches.'

A small number of individuals in the Abu Bakr Cemetery served divine rather than mortuary cults. They are
the shd w<bw Shmt, “Inspector of web-priests of (the goddess) Sekhmet,” Seneb II, the owner of a stone-built
mastaba with limited decoration, and the w<b Shmt, “web-priest of Sekhmet, Ipzekh, who is seated together
with his wife Henutsen in a group statue found in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pls. 332-337). The leonine goddess
Sekhmet had two distinct aspects, one a dangerous and destructive aspect, the other a protective and healing
aspect.' Her priests, like Seneb II and Ipzekh, played a prophylactic role in medicine and recited prayers to the
goddess while the physicians provided physical ministrations."

In addition to those with priestly functions, other denizens of the Abu Bakr Cemetery bore palace, transport,
scribal, agricultural, or craft titles. We have already referred to the administrative titles held by Abdu, who, in-
cidentally, was also imy-r3 pr, “steward,” like Akhu and Ni-udja-Ptah.'® The last two presumably served private
individuals in this capacity, since no royal offices are attested in their tombs.

Apart from such palace titles as iry-ht nswt, iry-ht pr-< (Nefri), iry-ht nswt pr-< (Semerka), Nefri served as
shd pr-s3, “inspector of the palace.””” So too did Seanku on an offering slab with four basins found in the Abu Bakr
Magazine (pl. 301). Shd pr-< is the middle ranking of a series of titles, irmy-3 pr-$3, shd pr-, and imy-ht pr-s3, that
involve direct management of the royal palace.'®

Zepen functioned as imy-r3 prw msw nswt, “overseer of the estates (prw) of the king’s children,” and web nswt
mswt nswt, “royal web-priest of the king’s children.””” Senenu I, who was also iry-lit nswt and web nswt, was
iry-ht ntr, “custodian of the god’s (viz. the king’s) property,” and hwty-ntr, “washerman of the god,” again presum-
ably the king. The decoration of the latter’s brick-built tomb consisted of a finely carved false door of white (Tura)
limestone, arguably a gift from the king it is so handsome, and a second, incomplete false door of which only the
panel was completed. Then again, Seneb I , who was w<b nswt alone in the niche chapel of his stone-built mastaba
was w<b nswt hm-ntr Hwfw hry-s$ts n pr-$ on two offering stands found in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pls. 261 and
262). As “master of secrets of the palace,” he served that institution in an unspecified capacity.

13. Abu Bakr, Giza, 103-20.

14. Richard H. Wilkinson, 7he Complete Gods and Goddesses of Ancient Egypt (London: Thames and Hudson, 2003), 181; see Heike
Sternberg, “Sachmet,” L4 4:323-33.

15. Wilkinson, Complete Gods, 162; George Hart, A Dictionary of Egyptian Gods and Goddesses (London: Routledge, 1986), 189; see also
Frédérique von Kinel, Les prétres-ouib de Sekhmer et les conjurateurs de Serket, Bibliothéque de I'Ecole des Hautes Erudes, Section des sciences
religieuses 87 (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1984).

16. For Akhu, see Abu Bakr, Giza, 87-90, figs. 71-75, pls. 45-52. Nefer was inmy-r3 pr-hd, but his drum was evidently found out of
place in the Abu Bakr Cemetery; cf. Strudwick, Administration of Egypt, 109 (83); Nigel Strudwick, “Three Monuments of Old Kingdom
Treasury Officials,” JEA 71 (1985): 43—44.

17. According to Ogden Goelet, “Two Aspects of the Royal Palace in the Egyptian Old Kingdom” (PhD diss., Columbia University,
1982), 536, pr- designated the actual residence of the king; see also Goelet, “The Nature of the Term pr-< during the Old Kingdom,”
BES 10 (1989-1990): 77-90.

18. See Edward Brovarski, Some Monuments of the Old Kingdom in the Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, BdE 166 (Cairo: Institut
francais d’archéologie orientale, 2016), 20-24.

19. Abu Bakr, Giza, 31-37, figs. 29, 31.
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The tenant land-holder of the palace, Minnefer, constructed a partly stone-built and partly rock-cut tomb
in the Western Sector of the Abu Bakr Cemetery (ABC 826-833). The hntyw-s were tenants of the central
administration assigned land for management by the king from which they derived an income. They performed
a variety of services in return.”® There are quite a large number of their tombs dispersed throughout the Giza
cemeteries, but they are concentrated in particular in one cemetery erected at the northeast corner of the great
anonymous mastaba G 2000.?' A second hnty-§ named Kaihep is known from a miscellaneous monument at-
tested in a photograph of Prof. Abu Bakr (pl. 342). On the upper part of his false door, he is also assigned the
title web nswt.

While a number of scribes are named and represented in tombs in the Abu Bakr Cemetery, only one z5,
“scribe,” possesses a tomb of his own. This is Ii-kai, the owner of a large mud-brick tomb with a finely executed
false door that is missing its panel. Additionally, the drum roll of a z3b z$, “dignitary and scribe,” named Kaiher-
setef was found in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pl. 324). We have already seen that Abdu had among his dignities
the title of z§ hwt-sst, “scribe of the great estate.” To round out this account of scribal titles, it should be noted
that Persen, probably in relation to his duties as imy-r3 kst nbt nt nswt, “overseer of all works the king,” was zs5
<nswt, “king’s document scribe,” which indicates his involvement with scribal functions probably in connection
with his execution of works.”? Ordinarily architects of his status held the higher title imy-r3 z§(w) < (n) nswt,
“overseer of king’s document scribes,” and it is unclear why Persen did not.”

We have mentioned above transport titles in connection with Abdu, a royal w<b-priest. Lacking a priestly title
is the hirp pr nfrw, shd wis, iry-ht nswt, “the director of a crew of recruits, inspector of a boat, and custodian
of the king’s property,” Semerka. His mud-brick mastaba had a combined lintel and drum in the south niche and
a false door panel which had been set, face inward, against the lintel and drum by Prof. Abu Bakr’s workmen to
preserve it. Semerka may have been involved in transporting foodstuffs like Abdu. On the other hand, he could
have been engaged in the transport of stone from quarries like those at Tura or in the Wadi Hammamat.*

Found in the Abu Bakr Magazine was a statue of the imy-r3 isw wis, “overseer of six (men) of a boat,” Tufi.
On a second statue he is imy-r3 wis, “overseer of a boat.” Both statues derive from Abu Bakr’s “Mastaba 20,”
whose serdab contained two standing pair statues and a number of serving statues. Iufi may have been similarly
occupied to Abdu and Semerka.

There is one occurrence in the Abu Bakr Cemetery of the title iny-r3 zsw Smew, “overseer of the phyles of
Upper Egypt.” This is held by Meshaef, the owner of a brick-built mastaba, whose false door is missing its panel.
Like wr mdw Smew, “chief of the ten of Upper Egypt,” a title held both by Persen, a royal architect, and Iru-ka-
khufu, the title was concerned with the conscription of workers.” In Iru-ka-khufu’s case, the context is unclear
because he has no other titles connected with works, but was, as we have seen, instead imy-r3 niwt sht-Hwfw,
“overseer of the city of (the pyramid) ‘Horizon-of-Khufu.””

A title that does not fit into any of the categories discussed above is hm-nswt, “king’s/crown servant.” Two
bearers of the titles are known from the Abu Bakr Cemetery. The first, Hetepu: Ipu is the owner of a small brick-
built mastaba (ABC 819-821) that possesses a handsome false door with well-preserved paint. The second is the
owner of a miscellaneous monument (no. 3) known from a photograph of Prof. Abu Bakr’s that shows part of a

20. See Edward Brovarski, Naga ed-Dér in the First Intermediate Period (Atlanta: Lockwood Press in cooperation with the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston, 2018), 94-96; cf. Ann Macy Roth, A Cemetery of Palace Attendants, Giza Mastabas 6 (Boston: Department of Ancient
Egyptian, Nubian, and Near Eastern Art, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1995), 40—43.

21. Roth, Cemetery of Palace Attendants.

22. Strudwick, Administration of Egypt, 203, 206.

23. Strudwick, Administration of Egypt, 206.

24. See Dilwyn Jones, An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases of the Old Kingdom, 2 vols, BARIS 866 (Oxford: Archaco-
press, 2000), nos. 3368, 3373.

25. Henry G. Fischer, “A Scribe of the Army in a Saqqara Mastaba of the Early Fifth Dynasty,” JNES 18 (1959): 266.
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brick-built mastaba with a lintel and drum inset at the top of a niche, both inscribed for the him nswt Merernesut
(pl. 343).

From the evidence of two wall scenes of Old Kingdom date it appears that the hmw-nswt were agricultural la-
borers.” Although the “king’s servants” were of modest estate, it is clear from the Old Kingdom Gebelein papyri
that they had some means at their disposal.”” Hetepu: Ipu too was clearly not without means. It most be noted,
however, that he also held the title of smsw pr, “elder of the house,” in which capacity he may have advised the
owner of a private estate. The latter position probably contributed to his income.

Akhethetep, who, together with his brother Seankhu, dedicated an offering basin (pl. 301) to his mother
Nefret-ha-khufu, was ¢d-mr grgt, “administrator of a agricultural establishment.” According to Moreno Garcia,
officials who bore this title were territorial administrators occupied with a special type of terrain along the Nile
that was accessible to the inundation and destined to be transformed into fields or agricultural domains.?

Coupled with, and actually preceding Akhethetep’s title is another: hrp imyw z3, “director of the members
of a phyle.”® It is not clear if the phyle concerned consisted of priests, of whom Akhethetep was inspector, or of
crews of workers, perhaps laboring on the agricultural establishment that he supervised.*’

Ankhu was z3b nht-hrw shrw, “dignitary and strong-of-voice of the granary.” The functions of this official are
graphically illustrated in Old Kingdom tomb reliefs where he tallies up the grain measures by calling them out
to an attendant scribe.’!

An imy-r3 h3(w), “overseer of grain-measurers,” named Akhu erected a small stone-built mastaba in the East-
ern Sector of the Abu Bakr Cemetery. Elements from two false doors in the eastern facade were inscribed for
Akhu and his wife and statues of the couple were found in a serdab. But Akhu also held other positions: he was
imy-3 pr, “steward,” and smsw pr, “elder of the house” as well.?? So it is not certain whence his income derived.
Given the lack of palace titles, however, he was presumably privately employed. An ordinary “grain measurer”
named Iufi, was the owner of a drum inscribed with his name and title, presumably from a small brick-built
mastaba, found in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pl. 327).

Altogether five stone elements from the brick-built mastaba complex of the hrp ful(w), “director of car-
penters,” Itji, were found in the Abu Bakr Magazine (pls. 130-131, 133-134), including a false door panel of
good quality (color pl. 15), while a drum roll of his wife Neferseshemes was actually left behind in the complex
by Prof. Abu Bakr’s workmen. The latter find permitted the assignment of the other pieces to the little mastaba
complex.

An ordinary fnli, “carpenter,” Peret-her-nefret is mentioned on the handsome offering basin he had executed
for his mother Renpet-nefret (color pl. 16). Both these individuals were iry-ht nswt, a title that indicates that
they were associated in their duties with service to the king or his court (see above). Renpet-nefret’s little tomb
is close by the Itji and Neferseshemes’s complex, and it would interesting to know if there was some connection,
professional or familial or both.

26. Norman de Garis Davies, 7he Rock Tombs of Sheikh Siid, ASE 10 (London: Egypt Exploration Fund, 1901), pl. 16; LD 2:107.

27. Paule Posener-Kriéger, I Papiri di Gebelein: Scavi G. Farina, ed. Sara Demichelis (Turin: Ministero per i Beni e le Attivita Culturali-
Soprintendenza al Museo delle Antichita Egizie, 2004); see further p. 177 below.

28. Juan Carlos Moreno Garcia, “Administration territoriale et organisation de I'espace en Egypte au troisi¢me millénaire avant J.-C.:
grgt et le titre «(n)d-mr grgt,” ZAS 123 (1996): 116-38.

29. Jones, Index of Titles, no. 2546.

30. Ann Macy Roth, Egyptian Phyles in the Old Kingdom: The Evolution of a System of Social Organization, SAOC 48 (Chicago: The Oriental
Institute of the University of Chicago, 1991), 74.

31. Henry G. Fischer, “Old Kingdom Inscriptions in the Yale Gallery,” MIO 7 (1960): 304-10.

32. Abu Bakr, Giza, 87-90, figs. 72-74, pls. 45-49.



