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A THOUSAND MILES DEEPER

BLOOMING IN THE SNOW

Book Two — Building a Home Between Two Worlds
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Two homelands, one heart, and a love that learned to bloom in the snow
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    Dedicated to my fellow Filipina and to all women who had struggle to find the real life and destiny - life is a journey find your own happiness 

      

    



  	
        
            
            This is second chapter , though this was released first . This books shows real raw life of two cultures , learning how to value and respect one another life , cultures, heritage and places. 

      

    

Before We Begin
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From Islands to Ice
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In the first book, Maria and Mikko found each other across a thousand miles — a Filipina dreamer from Cebu, and a quiet Finnish engineer from Helsinki, brought together by a coincidence neither of them believed in until it happened to them. This book begins after the wedding, after the boxes were packed, after the last goodbye to Cebu's heat and Dubai's skyline.

This is the story of what came next: the learning, the shivering, the laughing, the almost-giving-up, and the slow, certain way that two very different cultures became one home. It is a story about snow that never stops falling — and a warmth that never stops either.

October, Turku

Chapter One: The First Snow

Arrival, culture shock, and the cold that gets into your bones
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“I had never been cold like this before — not cold that hurt, cold that made me forget the sound of my own name.”

Maria stepped off the plane in Turku wearing a coat she thought was warm enough. It was not. The wind found every gap in her scarf, every space between her gloves and her sleeves, and by the time she reached the car she was laughing and crying at the same time, the way you do when something is both funny and frightening. Mikko squeezed her hand and said nothing, because there was nothing to say. Some things you can only understand by shivering through them.

The apartment was warm and small and smelled of cedar and coffee. Outside, the streetlights came on at four in the



Chapter Two: The Silence That Speaks








Chapter Three: Two Kitchens, One Table








Chapter Four: Sisu and Bayanihan








Chapter Five: A Baby Under the Northern Sky








Chapter Six: Building Our Circle








Chapter Seven: Seasons of the Heart








Chapter Eight: Roots That Travel
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