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This book is dedicated to those who think outside the frame,
in a society taught to wait for direction from above—
then to criticize those who try to set one.
To those who reject binary thinking,
easy answers,
and simplified narratives.
To those for whom nuance
is not a weakness,
but a standard.
To those who keep thinking freely—
even when it unsettles others.
To the genius
who didn’t follow the “top track”—
thank you.
We live in a society saturated with speech,
but poor in debate.
Complexity is often seen as a threat.
Nuance as provocation.
Thinking as a waste of time.
Divides deepen.
Positions harden.
And thinking is increasingly outsourced
to collective narratives
that reassure
because they simplify.
This book was not born
out of nostalgia for the past,
nor from a desire to comment on current events.
It comes from a discomfort
with the present—
and a simple question:
How did we get here?

The reflection does not start
from society
and move toward school.
It goes the other way.

Because what we now call
political crisis,
democratic fatigue,
or radicalization of debate—
often has its roots
much earlier:
in our relationship
to authority,
to knowledge,
and to how it is passed on.

​​Part I — The Houseplant Child
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​​Chapter 1 — Don’t Do This. Don’t Do That
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There’s no clear beginning to these words.
No single moment when they start.
They don’t mark an event.
They create a climate.
They follow you through childhood like background noise.
Constant. Familiar. Almost comforting.
You hear them at home.
In the street.
At school.
Most of the time, they’re not said in anger.
They come from a good place.
To protect.
To prevent.
To keep things from going wrong.
Be careful.
You’ll fall.
Don’t touch that.
Do as you’re told.
No. I said no.
Behave.
Taken one by one, none of these are unreasonable.
None of them are violent.
But repeated often enough,
they become something else.
Don’t do this.
Don’t do that.
They don’t just set boundaries.
They shape how a child sees the world—
and authority.
Very early on, something clicks.

Mistakes aren’t just risky.
They’re disapproved of.
Taking initiative isn’t neutral either.
It exposes you.
It draws attention.
It can lead to punishment.
Or a raised voice.
The parent becomes more than a guide.
They become authority.
The one who decides.
The one who draws the line.
The one you obey—
even when you don’t understand why.
So the child learns to hold back
before learning to act.
No one ever says this out loud.
They don’t need to.
It builds quietly.
Through repetition.
Through reflex.
Through imitation.
Over time, the message sinks in:

Being good
means not causing trouble.
Not standing out.
Not pushing too far.
Being good
becomes defensive.
A way to stay safe.
Children learn early
that the world can be dangerous.
And that authority
is there to contain that danger.
But they also learn something else—
less clearly,
but just as deeply:
Authority is something to fear.
Something that doesn’t always make sense.
Something you don’t question.
Of course, parents aren’t trying to hold their children back.
They’re trying to protect them.
They want to prevent the fall.
The accident.
The pain.
But protection
slowly turns into control.
And when everything is controlled,
nothing unexpected can happen.
No risk.
No surprise.
No experience.
But falling is part of learning.
So is getting things wrong.
A child doesn’t grow
by avoiding reality—
but by meeting it,
little by little.
When you try to remove every mistake,
you also remove independence.
What you end up with
is a perfectly managed environment.
Children grow up watched.
Fed.
Guided.
Protected.
Like a houseplant near the light.
Watered regularly.
Safe from the wind.
It lacks nothing.
It doesn’t suffer.
It grows straight.
But it never faces a storm.
It never builds resistance.
It survives perfectly.
But it doesn’t really live.
This kind of upbringing
creates well-behaved children.
Children nothing happens to.

Nothing bad—
but nothing meaningful either.
Smooth childhoods.
Often seen as success.
You see the impact later.

As adults,
they become cautious.
Very cautious.

They avoid risk.
Conflict.
Clear positions.
They fear failure
more than they desire success.
They struggle with frustration—
because they were never exposed to it.
And when rebellion shows up,
it’s no longer directed at parents.
It turns toward authority itself:

Teachers.
Institutions.
Police.
Politicians.
Authority was always the issue.
It just changed faces.
They live decent lives.
Functional ones.
No major crashes.
But no real momentum.
No big falls—
but no real takeoffs.
In trying to raise children
nothing happens to,
we create adults
nothing happens to either.
Nothing bad—yes.
But nothing good either.
That’s where everything else begins.

School.
Work.
Society.
But before all that,
it starts here.
At home.

In these small, harmless phrases
we thought were protecting them—
but, repeated enough,
taught a whole generation
that it’s safer
not to live too much.
School doesn’t create this.

It extends it.

The reflexes around authority,
rules,
mistakes,
frustration—
they’re already there.

School just gives them structure.
And legitimacy.
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​​Chapter 2 — School: Structured Fear
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School doesn’t fix what childhood put in place.
It extends it.
Organizes it.
Gives it structure, language—
and legitimacy. 
A child doesn’t go to school to learn how to think.
They go to behave.
Sit still.
Raise your hand.
Wait your turn.
Speak when asked—
not when you feel like it.
Very early on, they understand something:

Knowledge comes from the adult.
From above.
Delivered.
Measured.
Graded.
The fear doesn’t disappear.
It just changes shape.
At home, authority had a face.
At school, it becomes a system.
A schedule.
A rulebook.
A grading scale.
It’s no longer about a person.
It’s about a structure.
And the child quickly learns what matters:

Not what you understand—
but what you can repeat.
Not what you think—
but how well you match expectations.
Mistakes matter more than meaning.

A mispronounced word is wrong.
A different answer is a fault.
An original idea feels... suspicious.
At school, a word that doesn’t exist
gets underlined in red.
Crossed out.
Marked wrong.
It doesn’t need to be understood.
Only corrected.
The system labels students
instead of questioning itself.
A new word.
A creation.
An expansion of language.
The difference isn’t the word.

It’s who wrote it.

This is where school makes a fundamental mistake:

It confuses rigor with obedience.

It claims to teach language—
but mostly teaches respect for the norm.
It doesn’t try to understand what the student is saying.
It checks whether they followed
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