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Praise for

Jesus Speaks

“Jesus’ words can replace stress with peace, sadness with joy, confusion with guidance, and fear with faith. That’s why Jesus Speaks will not only change your day, but it can also change your life, your relationships, and your eternity!”

     —CHRISTINE CAINE, best-selling author of Unstoppable; founder of The A21 Campaign and Propel Women

“There is absolutely nothing more important for the growing child of God than spending time daily in His Word and presence, and Steve Scott’s inspiring new devotional book, Jesus Speaks, helps us do just that. Mr. Scott’s personal application of Scripture and impressive understanding of Jesus’ heart for His people are evident on every page. I’m certain readers will be blessed and challenged and will grow in their intimate relationship with the Father as they focus on Jesus’ words daily through Mr. Scott’s profound and encouraging writing.”

     —DR. CHARLES STANLEY, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta; founder and president of In Touch Ministries

“Jesus promised that if we abide in Him and His words abide in us, our prayers will be answered, and we will bear much fruit. Jesus Speaks provides an amazing springboard for any believer to abide in His words as never before.”

     —TOMMY BARNETT, senior pastor of Phoenix First Assembly of God

“A treasure-trove of comfort, encouragement, and wisdom. Scott expounds on Jesus’ own words in a daily format that is easy to incorporate into a habit. The devotions are short, but the impact will be far reaching. True intimacy with Christ is achievable. Jesus Speaks can be your first step every morning into His presence.”

     —DR. ED YOUNG, senior pastor of Second Baptist Church, Houston

“I absolutely love Jesus Speaks! I am coming to love Jesus more and more as I gain a deeper understanding of who He is through what He says in His own words!”

     —SANDI PATTY, Grammy Award–winning Christian artist

“Jesus Speaks is like reading a daily love letter from our Lord and Savior. Steve Scott has focused on the spoken words of Christ in one of the most powerful, clarifying ways possible. Based entirely on Scripture, this devotional will transform readers’ lives as it unites their hearts with God’s will day by day.”

     —CHRIS HODGES, senior pastor of Church of the Highlands, Alabama; author of Fresh Air and Four Cups

“On every page of Jesus Speaks, Steve Scott takes the spoken words of Jesus from the Bible and unfolds a conversation Jesus might have had with you, one on one. I guarantee that in reading this book you will learn to listen to the voice of Jesus more closely.”

     —PERRY NOBLE, senior pastor of NewSpring Church, South Carolina; author of Unleash! and Overwhelmed

“When books surface that open the human heart to the magnitude, magnificence, and depth of God’s timeless Word to us, I’m keen to lean in. Jesus Speaks will give you an eternal perspective and will bring Christ’s stunning teaching, perspective, and heart into your everyday experience.”

     —BOBBIE HOUSTON, Hillsong Church, Sydney, Australia

“Jesus’ words are the key to growing your faith, following Him, becoming His disciple, and knowing the truth. They are the only way to infuse His life, spirit, peace, and joy into our lives. With Jesus Speaks you can immerse your mind, heart, and soul in His words every day!”

     —JOSH D. MCDOWELL, author and speaker

“We express God’s love language when we hear His Son’s words and obey them. That’s why Jesus Speaks can be so transformational for those who want true intimacy with God.”

     —DR. GARY CHAPMAN, author of The Five Love Languages

“With 365 daily teachings centered exclusively on the statements of Christ, Jesus Speaks can help every believer experience the heart and mind of our dear Savior.”

     —RICH WILKERSON, senior pastor of Trinity Church, Miami; founder of Peacemakers
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Epigraph

Before You Begin, Please Read This



January 1: Come into the Moment

January 2: Don’t Let Your Work Keep You from the Work That Matters Most

January 3: Take Control of Your Heart and Trust My Father and Me

January 4: Love My Father and Me the Way We Want to Be Loved

January 5: If You Truly Abide in Me, You Will Bear Much Fruit

January 6: Let Me Pour My Spirit and Life into You

January 7: Don’t Let Your Past Come Between Us

January 8: Today Show Mercy to Others as We Have Shown Mercy to You

January 9: My True Followers Must Forgive

January 10: I Want You to Rejoice Every Day—Here’s How

January 11: Come to Me First!

January 12: Harness Yourself to Me So I Can Carry Your Load!

January 13: This Is Eternal Life

January 14: When You Worry, You Choose to Disobey Me and Not to Believe Me

January 15: I Want Your Prayers to Be Answered!

January 16: Be My Witness

January 17: The Life-Giving Blessing of Believing in Me

January 18: Don’t Panic When Others Say Awful Things About You or Do Terrible Things to You

January 19: You Don’t Have to Stumble Blindly Through Life

January 20: Let My Food Become Your Food

January 21: The Way to Start Your Day and End Your Night

January 22: I Want You to Live Abundantly Today

January 23: Do You Want to Get Well?

January 24: Don’t Let Seeds of Doubt Block Your Faith

January 25: You Can Overcome Your Greatest Fears

January 26: Don’t Let Your Eyes Put Your Light Out

January 27: How to Be Great in the Kingdom of Heaven

January 28: Follow Me in Righteousness Without Hypocrisy

January 29: When Your Troubles Overwhelm You

January 30: Set Apart for a Higher Use

January 31: Follow Me

February 1: Spiritual Poverty Is the Only Path to Spiritual Wealth

February 2: The Holy Spirit Will Remind You

February 3: Choosing Your Master Today and Every Day

February 4: The Subtle Seeds of Greed Can Steal Your Life

February 5: When You Pray

February 6: You Don’t Have to Pursue Justice Against Those Who Have Hurt You

February 7: I Chose You for an Eternal Purpose

February 8: Your Life with Me Is More About Us Than You

February 9: Too Much Worrying About Too Many Things

February 10: Become Like a Little Child

February 11: Don’t Trade Your Greatest Possession for Worthless Gain

February 12: Fulfillment That Never Fades

February 13: My Joy Overflowing in Your Life

February 14: Courage to Replace Your Fears

February 15: Growing Your Faith into Maturity

February 16: I Know Your Desires, and I Understand Your Weaknesses

February 17: Your Sorrows Will Turn into Joy

February 18: The Power of My Words

February 19: Waiting to Give You Good Gifts

February 20: Speak My Words and Proclaim My Whisperings

February 21: It’s Not What You Know, It’s Whom You Come To

February 22: You Don’t Have to Be Afraid

February 23: Filled to Overflowing

February 24: Why People Do Terrible Things to You

February 25: Stop Judging, Show Mercy

February 26: It Is Worth It All

February 27: When You Pray…

February 28/29: When You Pray…

March 1: When You Pray…

March 2: When You Pray…

March 3: Unite with All My Followers

March 4: When You Truly Believe in Me…

March 5: What Kind of Works?

March 6: You Are a Light

March 7: Preserving Righteousness in Your World

March 8: Do You Want to Be Happy? Learn Gratefulness!

March 9: There Is No Other Way, No Other Hope

March 10: All Truth Is in Me and Is Revealed in My Life and Words

March 11: Your Life Can Only Be Fulfilled by My Life

March 12: You Must Be Born Again

March 13: Oh, How God Loves You!

March 14: Those Who Believe in Him

March 15: Eternal Life Now

March 16: I Will Never Throw You Away

March 17: No One Can Take You Away from Me

March 18: You Don’t Have to Be Burdened with Doubts or Worries

March 19: My Word Is the Seed, and You Are the Soil

March 20: Without Understanding, the Risk Is High

March 21: When Trials Come

March 22: Choked by Life’s Worries

March 23: Fooled by Wealth’s Deceit

March 24: Hearing, Understanding, and Bearing Fruit

March 25: The Secret for Bearing Eternal Fruit

March 26: The Great Commission and You

March 27: No Harvest Without Sowing

March 28: Guard Your Heart by Protecting Your Eyes

March 29: Lead and Feed My Sheep

March 30: You Are More Than a Servant—You Are My Family

March 31: A Disciple’s Identifier

April 1: Strengthening the Weak

April 2: I Want to Reveal the Truth to You, Make You My True Disciple, and Set You Free

April 3: Remove Anything That Causes You to Stumble

April 4: Why Focus on the Faults of Others?

April 5: The Tragic Fate of Those I Do Not Know

April 6: The Ultimate Proof That I Know You

April 7: Don’t Be Deceived by False Teachers

April 8: The Time Is Now—Don’t Put It Off!

April 9: Your Perfect Teacher

April 10: Let the Holy Spirit Minister to You in This Way

April 11: My Followers Love to Fulfill My Father’s Desires

April 12: Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness

April 13: Will You Be Called a Son or Daughter of God?

April 14: Eliminating All Fear by Fearing God

April 15: I Give My Sheep What No Other Shepherd Can Give

April 16: How to Know You Are One of My Sheep

April 17: Your Grief Need Not Remain

April 18: I Want You to Know My Father

April 19: The Power to Forgive

April 20: You Are Worth So Much More Than You Can Ever Imagine

April 21: You Make No Sacrifice When You Sacrifice for Me

April 22: How to Love Those Who Hate You (and Those You Have Hated)

April 23: Leading Your Family and Others in My Kingdom

April 24: How to Remain in My Love and My Joy

April 25: Your Ultimate Answers to Any Temptation

April 26: Your Ultimate Answers to Any Temptation

April 27: Your Ultimate Answers to Any Temptation

April 28: Now Is the Time to Turn Around and Follow Me

April 29: Reconciling Is More Important to Me Than You Can Imagine

April 30: Your Most Important Priority

May 1: Great News About Heaven

May 2: Truth Is Simple—Only Lies Are Complicated

May 3: What to Do When You Are Wounded

May 4: Giving When It’s Not Deserved

May 5: Secretly Do Good

May 6: The Right Way to Give

May 7: Called to Be Wise

May 8: Called to Be Harmless

May 9: Called to Be Diligent to Embrace Truth and Avoid Deception

May 10: Growing Your Faith

May 11: Adding Faith to Your Prayers

May 12: Where Is Your Heart?

May 13: Where Is Your Treasure?

May 14: Be Like Me

May 15: Freely You Have Received

May 16: Freely Give

May 17: Fear or Faith, a Matter of Life and Death

May 18: When Do You Choose to Stop Believing?

May 19: Stress, Fear, or Faith? Your Choice

May 20: Your First Assignment

May 21: When Another Believer Hurts You

May 22: Don’t Be Fooled—My Path Is Dangerously Narrow

May 23: My First Message Needs to Be Proclaimed Today More Than Ever

May 24: My First Message Needs to Be Proclaimed Today More Than Ever

May 25: My First Message Needs to Be Proclaimed Today More Than Ever

May 26: If Your Heart Is Not Right, Nothing Else Matters

May 27: Hearts That Need a Miraculous Cleansing

May 28: Your Heart Made Clean

May 29: In Me You Will Have Peace

May 30: Cheer Up!

May 31: Humble Yourself and Let God Exalt You

June 1: My Father Will Honor All Who Serve Me

June 2: True Fulfillment Now and Forever

June 3: From Death to Life

June 4: A Reason to Rejoice All Day, Every Day

June 5: I Want You to Be a Child of God, and I Want Your Reward to Be Great

June 6: You Can’t Follow Me and Remain in Darkness

June 7: What Do You Value?

June 8: My Followers Cannot Outgive My Father

June 9: The Most Important Person Serves the Least Important

June 10: Even the Smallest Faith Can Work Miracles

June 11: Don’t Be Discouraged When Others Won’t Listen

June 12: Don’t Prevent the Children from Coming to Me

June 13: Forgiving Without Limits

June 14: Who Can See God?

June 15: I Am Preparing a Place for You

June 16: A Serious Matter for Prayer

June 17: Don’t Be Misled

June 18: You Don’t Have to Die

June 19: The Real Victory Belongs to the Gentle

June 20: You Have a Friend in the Highest Place

June 21: Why the World Hates Me Now More Than Ever

June 22: The Only Way to Take Charge of Your Heart

June 23: How to Trust Me Today

June 24: A Peace That Can’t Be Given by Anyone Else

June 25: The Peace That Can Only Be Found in Me

June 26: Your Eternal Purpose Will Be Accomplished with My Peace

June 27: I Have Not Left You Alone

June 28: One Flock United, Following One Shepherd

June 29: Why the Father Sent Me to Earth

June 30: Liberation or Condemnation?

July 1: Light or Darkness?

July 2: Whom Do You Look to? Whom Do You Trust?

July 3: Whom Do You Look to? Whom Do You Trust?

July 4: Only God Can Do the Impossible

July 5: Others Want to Weigh You Down, but I Want to Carry Your Load

July 6: Even the Smallest Kindnesses Will Be Rewarded

July 7: If You Knew the Gift of God

July 8: I Will Come and Receive You

July 9: A Kingdom Prepared for You

July 10: A Blessing or a Curse

July 11: Loved by God, Hated by the World

July 12: Protection from the Evil One

July 13: The Greater Love

July 14: In Me, You Have What Others Yearned For

July 15: Losing Your Life for Me Is the Only Way to Find It

July 16: Losing Your Life for Me Is the Only Way to Find It

July 17: What Do You Call Me?

July 18: The Deception of Wealth

July 19: True Riches

July 20: God Wants to Be Worshiped for Who He Really Is

July 21: Worship God the Way He Wants to Be Worshiped

July 22: No Matter What They See, They Always Want More

July 23: Whenever You Are Stressed, Discouraged, or Overwhelmed

July 24: Hear My Words and Obey Them

July 25: Avoid a Worse Future

July 26: Why Some People Don’t Appreciate You

July 27: I Did Nothing of Myself, and Neither Should You

July 28: I Do Not Seek My Own Will—I Seek the Father’s Will

July 29: That You May Marvel

July 30: The Life I Gave You Won’t End with Your Death

July 31: Honoring the Father by Honoring the Son

August 1: Are You Still Throwing Stones?

August 2: Why Do You Seek Me?

August 3: The Work God Wants from You

August 4: My Message Is Not Mine

August 5: Don’t Worry, Even About Your Daily Needs

August 6: How to Know If His Word Abides in You

August 7: Don’t Ask “Why?” Ask “What?”

August 8: Breaking the Chains of Sin

August 9: Whom Do You Believe In?

August 10: I Know You by Name

August 11: You Know Someone They Don’t Know

August 12: I Loved You at Calvary

August 13: I Do Nothing on My Own

August 14: The Only Way to Love and Follow Me

August 15: Pleasing the Father

August 16: I Am Your Only Entrance

August 17: Many Will Never Believe, Regardless of Proof

August 18: My Father Has a Purpose, Even If You Can’t See It

August 19: Don’t Try to Redirect God’s Will

August 20: Will You Love Me Today?

August 21: Look at What the Father and I Do for Those Who Love Us

August 22: Do You Really Want to Be Angry?

August 23: You Can Have This Same “Great Faith”

August 24: Oh, How the Father Loves You

August 25: I Have Demonstrated the Father’s Love for You

August 26: Feast on Me

August 27: Your Sorrow Will Be Turned to Joy

August 28: Greater Joy Awaits Than Any You Have Known

August 29: What Keeps You from Bearing Much Fruit?

August 30: Good Gifts from the Father

August 31: We Are Waiting for You

September 1: Following Me Has No Comfort Zone

September 2: When Storms Overwhelm You, There Are Two Choices

September 3: Do They Really Want the Truth?

September 4: Ultimate Authority and Power

September 5: The Rule for Fasting

September 6: Treasure and Protect That Which Is Holy

September 7: How Would You Want to Be Treated?

September 8: Power Instead of Deliverance

September 9: How to Stay Centered in My Love

September 10: Some Will Run to You, and Many Will Run Away

September 11: A Glorious Truth to Know and Believe

September 12: The Joy of Seeking the Father’s Will

September 13: Whose Approval Do You Seek?

September 14: Seeing Is Not Believing

September 15: The Father Gave You to Me

September 16: True Life Is More Than Living

September 17: The Holy Spirit Produces Rivers of Living Water

September 18: Don’t Judge by What You See

September 19: I Don’t Condemn You

September 20: Everyone Is a Slave, but I Can Set Anyone Free

September 21: Dying to Live

September 22: Asking in My Name While Keeping My Commandments

September 23: Don’t Let Rejection Get to You

September 24: I Don’t Want You to Stumble

September 25: The Glory of the Thief’s Salvation Is Yours as Well

September 26: The Thief’s Timing Is Not Yours

September 27: Your Power to Forgive

September 28: Paid in Full

September 29: Where I Came from and Where I’m Going

September 30: The Difference Between Me and All Others

October 1: Your Time Is Limited—Stop Wasting It

October 2: Avoid Darkness and Remain in the Light

October 3: How to See God’s Glory in Your Life and Your World

October 4: How to Gain the Father’s Honor

October 5: The Trouble with Walking in Darkness

October 6: How to Become a Child of Light

October 7: Don’t Trust in Your Own Strength

October 8: I Didn’t Come to Judge but to Save

October 9: Rejecting My Words Is Rejecting Me

October 10: Have You Discovered the Glory of Serving Others?

October 11: The Identifying Mark of a Disciple

October 12: Another Vital Ministry of the Holy Spirit

October 13: Praying Honestly, Seeking Peace and Power

October 14: Accepting Adversity and Overcoming It

October 15: Why Are You Crying? Whom Do You Seek?

October 16: A Greater Blessing for You

October 17: I Can See What You Cannot—Trust Me

October 18: Don’t Compare My Dealings with Others to My Dealings with You

October 19: My Call Is the Same for All My Sheep

October 20: Knowing Me and Seeing the Father

October 21: Believe Me

October 22: When Traditions Replace the Father’s Will

October 23: Can You Love Me the Way I Told Peter to Love Me?

October 24: Many Say They Know Me, but They Don’t

October 25: How to Get Out of the Darkness

October 26: When You Feel Deeply Troubled

October 27: You Don’t Have to Understand Right Now

October 28: That My Joy Will Overflow in You

October 29: Glorifying God

October 30: Do You Desire the Gift More Than the Giver?

October 31: Making Your Old Self Better Does Not Work

November 1: Be Careful Whom You Follow

November 2: Your Reality May Not Be My Reality

November 3: Whom Do You Want to Be Like?

November 4: How to Love Me More

November 5: Another Way You Can Glorify the Father

November 6: Understand This Promise, and Gratitude and Joy Will Fill Your Heart

November 7: The Father’s Commission, Fulfilled in Me

November 8: As the Father Sent Me, So Send I You

November 9: As the Father Sent Me, So Send I You

November 10: As the Father Sent Me, So Send I You

November 11: As the Father Sent Me, So Send I You

November 12: As the Father Sent Me, So Send I You

November 13: If You Don’t Believe It in Your Heart, You Don’t Believe It

November 14: The World’s Values Are Built on the Lies of Its Ruler, Satan

November 15: Hypocrisy and Self-Righteousness Are Poisonous

November 16: It’s Not What You Say—It’s What You Do

November 17: The World Does Not Know the Father

November 18: Don’t React Against Those Who Act Against You or Me

November 19: When I Tell You to Do the Impossible, I’ll Give You the Way to Do It

November 20: Be Careful Not to Be Self-Righteous

November 21: My Daily Call

November 22: Faith in God, Not in Yourself

November 23: Adding Belief to Your Prayers

November 24: Removing the Roadblock to Intimacy with the Father

November 25: The Cornerstone of Your Faith

November 26: Keeping Your Mind and Heart Set on God’s Interests

November 27: If You Follow Me with Conditions, You Don’t Understand Me

November 28: If the Father and I Don’t Judge Anyone, Why Do You?

November 29: Don’t Stop Anyone from Acting in My Name

November 30: What’s the Proof That God Is Your Father?

December 1: In Me You Have the Power to Do Mighty Works

December 2: If You Don’t Let Down Your Net, You Can’t Catch Fish

December 3: The Power of Having Faith in Me

December 4: I Want You to Know the Father as He Really Is

December 5: Who Will You Be More Like Today?

December 6: The Holy Spirit Empowers You to Follow Me

December 7: You Have Been Given So Much

December 8: Do You Realize What You Have?

December 9: When Your Love for Me Fades

December 10: The Father’s Love Story for You

December 11: When You Give, Remember the Poor Widow

December 12: When You’re Serving Me, Don’t Miss Small Opportunities

December 13: Be Diligent in Your Love for Me

December 14: Are You Looking at Logs or Specks?

December 15: It’s the Doing That Counts

December 16: I Want You to Be Unified with Others Who Follow Me

December 17: My Presence and Power Demonstrated in Your Oneness

December 18: This Is Why So Many Lives Are Empty

December 19: You Can’t Honor the Father If You Don’t Honor Me

December 20: When You Receive More Than You Give Up, Is It a Sacrifice?

December 21: Hidden from the Wise, Revealed to Babes

December 22: When You Are Troubled or Struggle with Doubts

December 23: Your Ministry May Start with Friends and Family, but It Doesn’t End There

December 24: Giving Without the Desire to Receive Back

December 25: Who Are My Friends, Who Are My Disciples, Who Loves Me, and Who Will Enter the Kingdom of Heaven?

December 26: I Want You to Make Disciples My Way

December 27: How to Save Your Life Instead of Losing It

December 28: Even the Smallest Deed Will Not Go Unrewarded

December 29: Those Who Diligently Serve Me Until I Come Will Be Greatly Blessed

December 30: Discipleship Is for All My Followers, Including You

December 31: I Am with You, and I Will Never Leave You


Notes







To the Lord Jesus Christ:

Everything I have that I value, You have given me.

Lord Jesus, I know the Father because of You.

I have forgiveness of my sins because of You.

I have eternal life because of You.

I stand amazed by Your life, Your words,

and Your amazing grace every day.

To my heavenly Father:

How can You love me, a sinner so deserving of Your disdain?

I marvel at Your mercy.

Oh Father, thank You for sending Your dear Son.

Oh, what a Savior! I love You, I love You, I love You!

To my grandchildren:

Maddy, Julia, Melody, Ian, Colin, Harrison, Ettie, and those yet to be born—

Jesus is alive and loves you more than anyone on this earth loves you.

He wants you to intimately know Him and your Father in heaven.

Oh, how He loves you!

Grandpa’s prayer for you is that you come to know Him as He really is.

The more you get to know Him, the more you will love Him.

I love each of you so very much!

To my children:

Mark, Carol, Zach, Devin, Ryan, Sean, and Hallie Rose.

I love you so much—more than you will know in this life.

And yet my love is but a minuscule, dull reflection of His.

Oh, may you come to know and love Him more and more each day for the rest of your lives on this earth.

There is none like Him!

To my precious wife:

My sweet Shannon, you are my daily example of how God wants me to be.

The love of Christ flows out of your heart so freely in ways far too numerous to expound.

I am amazed by your kindness, generosity, compassion, patience, and forgiveness of this unworthy soul.

I love you so much.

To my dear friends who by their example have taught me to love Christ:

Gary Smalley, Jim Shaughnessy, Herb and Helen Selby, Wayne and Mary Shuart, Dave and Sandy Heinze and your amazing family,

Elmer Lappen, Dr. Jim Borror, and, of course, my mom and her godly family.
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AN IMPORTANT WORD FROM

DR. GARY SMALLEY

In a week of reading, I had more reality and intimacy with Jesus than I had ever known.

Is it possible to have a relationship with Jesus Christ that is as real as your most treasured earthly relationship? The answer is absolutely yes! In fact, your relationship with Christ can be more fulfilling and more intimate than any relationship you have ever known. But the question is how. How can you experience that level of daily reality and intimacy with Jesus?

Steve Scott, one of my dearest friends, has introduced me to a level of intimacy with Christ that is greater than I have had at any other time in my life. Steve showed me what Jesus Himself revealed to His disciples two thousand years ago as they shared a meal in the upper room the night before Jesus’ crucifixion.

On that night Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him” (John 14:21, NKJV). What an amazing promise.

If you will discover and do what He tells you, He and the Father will love you in a special way. And there is more: He will manifest, or reveal, Himself to you! That is intimacy.

But He didn’t stop there. He went on to say, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him” (verse 23, NKJV). Can you imagine the Father and Son taking up residence with you? The only condition is that you begin to discover and to do what Jesus said.

Years ago Steve Scott did something that no one had done before. He organized by topic all nineteen hundred statements of Jesus that are recorded in the New Testament. His work was published as The Greatest Words Ever Spoken: Everything Jesus Said About You, Your Life, and Everything Else. In the two years it took Steve to do this, and in the years that have followed, he has become more transformed and even more passionate about the teachings of Christ. Before I knew it, he had infected me with this same passion.

The result is that Jesus’ words have become the lenses through which I see everything in life. I see the Father through Jesus’ words about the Father. I see life on earth through His words about life. I see every opportunity and every trial through the lenses of His words. I see Him everywhere I look. And when my mind and heart are thinking about His words, I experience His presence in a way that is greater than I had ever known before.

In this daily devotional you are going to receive 365 personal messages from the teachings of Jesus. The devotional entries are focused 100 percent on His words, and every thought expressed flows wholly from the recorded words of Christ. Jesus promised that if you and I would abide, or dwell, in His words, we would become His true disciples. He said if we would build our lives on hearing His words and doing them, our lives would be like houses built upon the rock. By dwelling in His words, we can withstand all the storms of life as well as God’s judgment. It is foolish not to live this way. Jesus said those who hear His words but choose not to act on them are like a foolish person who built his house on sand. The house was completely destroyed.

The more you come to know Jesus, the more you will fall in love with Him. I am convinced that Jesus Speaks will help you come to know Him in a greater way than you have ever imagined possible.

Oh, what a Savior. There is none like Him!
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What I whisper in your ear,

shout from the housetops for all to hear!

—Matthew 10:27, NLT







BEFORE YOU BEGIN, PLEASE READ THIS

This devotional is written to followers of Christ and those who want to follow Him.

Jesus is alive and wants to have an intimate relationship with every one of His followers. He prayed to His Father, “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3, NKJV). Jesus made nearly two thousand statements that are recorded in the New Testament. He said, “My words are spirit and life” (see John 6:63). His words can infuse His Spirit and life into your spirit and your life. When your spirit becomes full of His Spirit, your fears and despair are replaced with faith, hope, and courage—as well as with the love of Christ.

Jesus gave us more than one hundred conditional promises, life-changing promises. If we meet the conditions of those promises, He will fulfill them.

He also gave us more than one hundred commands—commands that don’t weigh us down but lift us up! They empower us to see everything in life from God’s point of view. They turn on His light in the dark world that surrounds us. They reveal everything God values and everything He detests. They make His will clear in every situation we encounter and in every choice we face.

Beyond that, Jesus’ commands empower us with the grace and faith we need to do God’s will in every situation. When we obey His commands, the act of obedience increases our faith. And perhaps best of all, obeying His commands provides the means for us to love God the way He wants to be loved.

Listening to the words of Jesus with the desire to obey and love God will change your life. Your faith will be strengthened, you will know God’s desires for your life, and your doubts and fears will evaporate. That is why this book is based entirely on the words of Jesus.

The red-letter statements on every page are direct quotes of Jesus.

Each daily devotional is a paraphrase of the teachings of Christ. The devotionals do not carry the weight of inspiration, which is reserved exclusively for Scripture. However, each entry begins with a red-letter statement of Jesus, followed by text written as if in the voice of Christ. The first-person usage—such as I, Me, My, and Mine—refers to Christ. At the bottom of each page, you will see topics and page numbers listed. These direct you to The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, where you can read everything Jesus said on the day’s topic.

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS DEVOTIONAL

    1. Each day read and think about the red-letter statement at the top before you read the entry that follows.

    2. After you have read the day’s entry, set aside time to read everything Jesus said about that day’s topic by reading the referenced topics in The Greatest Words Ever Spoken (noted at the bottom of each page).

There is no problem you face, no important question you can ask, that Jesus hasn’t answered. The more you get to know Him, the more you will love Him. May God bless you in your growing intimacy with our dear Savior.





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 1 [image: ][image: ]

Come into the Moment


Do you not say, “There are still four months and then comes the harvest”? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! John 4:35, NKJV



My dear child, why do you keep focusing on the future? Whether your mind drifts five minutes into the future or five months, dwelling in the future prevents you from experiencing My presence. You can know My nearness only when your mind is fully in the moment. All stresses and fears enter your mind when you are thinking about the future. And all regrets and bitterness come into your mind when you are focusing on the past. But when you come into the moment, you will not only experience My presence, but you also will become sensitive to the needs of those around you. Only when your mind is in the moment will My love, compassion, and kindness flow through you to those who share the moment with you. They will see Me in you, and you and I will make a difference in their day that can impact their lives for eternity. Today dedicate your time and attention to living with Me in the moment.

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. Matthew 6:34

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Living in the Present (pp. 277–78)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 2 [image: ][image: ]

Don’t Let Your Work Keep You from the Work That Matters Most


Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. John 6:27



When I dined in the home of Martha and her sister, Mary, Martha worked hard preparing our meal while Mary sat at My feet listening intently to every word I spoke. Martha was upset that she was doing all the work and Mary seemed to be doing nothing. Truly, the food Martha was working so hard to prepare would last only a few minutes, but the food Mary was receiving from Me would last a lifetime. My words were preparing Mary for eternal life. Like Martha, you often spend so much time working on things that matter so little. I want you to spend more of your time feasting on My words. You will become more intimate with Me, and My words will transform your day and empower you to make an eternal difference in the lives of others. Prayerfully feast on My words today and every day. If you will do that, My Father and I will make Our home with you, and I will continually reveal Myself to you.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Spiritual Priorities (pp. 328–37)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 3 [image: ][image: ]

Take Control of Your Heart and Trust My Father and Me


Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. John 14:1, NLT



My disciples witnessed every miracle I performed. They saw Me calm a stormy sea, heal the sick, give sight to the blind, and even raise the dead. And yet they still found it hard to take control of their troubled hearts and trust Me and My Father. Their unbelief didn’t stop Me from loving them, but it kept them from experiencing the joy, peace, and power of My presence. The same is true with you. Whenever you find yourself stressed or worrying, realize that you are choosing to withhold your heart from Me. You are choosing not to trust Me or your heavenly Father, who loves you so. You are not hearing My words or obeying them. If you will begin to spend more time listening to My words and thinking about them throughout your day, your faith will grow and even soar. And as you obey My teachings, you will experience a new level of intimacy with Me and with My Father. Your love, faith, and power will grow beyond anything you have ever imagined. I promise.

Don’t be afraid; just believe. Mark 5:36

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Anxiety, Worry, and Fear (pp. 190–93)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 4 [image: ][image: ]

Love My Father and Me the Way We Want to Be Loved


Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them….All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make our home with each of them. John 14:21, 23, NLT



Have you ever wondered how My Father and I want to be loved? The love We desire is obedience. I have always expressed My love for the Father through obedience, and it is the way We want you to express your love for Me. When you love Me by obeying My teachings, you will experience true intimacy with Me. The Father and I will come to you and will make Our home with you. I also promise to reveal Myself to you. Although We delight in your worship and praise, it is your obedience that truly expresses your faith in Us and your love for Us. It brings you to a place where We can shower Our love upon you. My commands will not weigh you down but will lift you up. They reveal the Father’s will for every situation and empower you with the grace and faith to do His will in each situation.

He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. John 14:24

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Loving Christ (p. 280); Commands of Christ (pp. 206–17)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 5 [image: ][image: ]

If You Truly Abide in Me, You Will Bear Much Fruit


I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. John 15:5, NKJV



The value of a branch is not measured by its height or width but by the amount and quality of the fruit it bears. The same is true of My followers. You were not created simply to exist. You are not here merely to do that which entertains you and gratifies your desires. My Father is glorified when you bear much fruit and show yourself to be My disciple. Fruit that is eternal flows out of a heart that is being continually transformed by the washing and regenerating power of My words. This can happen only as you abide in Me. And you abide in Me when you spend time reading, studying, and prayerfully meditating on My teachings. As you do this, you will discover My promises and commands. As you step out in faith, believing My promises and obeying My commands, you will begin to bear much fruit in your life and the lives of those I bring into your path. Set aside time today to pour My words, My life, and My Spirit into your mind and heart. Let Me show you My heart and My desires for you.

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. John 15:16

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Fruitbearing (pp. 257–60); Following Christ (pp. 245–53)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 6 [image: ][image: ]

Let Me Pour My Spirit and Life into You


The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. John 6:63



There are so many times you feel as if you are running on empty. You’re going through the motions, but your heart feels drained. There is a dull ache or subtle sadness that won’t go away. Even when you get a lot done, you feel as if you’ve achieved nothing important. Though you seek guidance from others, nothing satisfies your deepest longing. That’s because the words and counsel of others can only convey information, and more information isn’t what you need! You need spirit. You need real life. Unlike the words of everyone else, My words do not merely provide information. They infuse My Spirit and My life into the minds and hearts of those who will dwell in them. In My words you will find answers to your every question, light when you are in darkness, comfort when you are hurting, and hope when you are in despair. Most important, you’ll discover My perfect will for the moment you are in. My words will put My Spirit and My life into your spirit and life. I’m waiting for you right now.

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. Matthew 7:24

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Jesus’ Words, Their Role and Power (pp. 62–64)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 7 [image: ][image: ]

Don’t Let Your Past Come Between Us


No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God. Luke 9:62



I have called you into a life of eternal purpose. I have placed you in a field that is ready to be harvested. But when your focus drifts into the past, whether minutes ago or months ago, it breaks our fellowship. It prevents you from following Me and staying close to My side. Your attention turns away from Me and keeps you from accomplishing what My Father set before you for that moment. Looking back is natural but foolish. It can be distracting, even destructive to your soul and to our intimacy. I know the hurts you have suffered can cause you to dwell in the past. Instead, follow Me by asking your Father in heaven to forgive those who have hurt you, just as I asked Him to forgive you as I was hanging on the cross. Then come back into the moment and let Me love people through you. I am your Shepherd, and you are My precious lamb. Hear My voice and follow Me. Let’s reap the harvest in front of us together. I love you.

Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. John 4:36

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Living in the Present (pp. 277–78)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 8 [image: ][image: ]

Today Show Mercy to Others as We Have Shown Mercy to You


It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners. Matthew 9:12–13



My Father sent Me to earth to rescue sinners from the binding power and terrible consequences of their sin. Child, I anguished on the cross to pay the debt of your sins. I experienced the unbearable pain of separation from My Father to pay the price of your failure to love Him with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength. I became every evil thought, word, and deed that has ever entered your mind or flowed out of your heart. You will never know the number of sins My Father could count against you. And yet His tender mercies toward you outnumber your sins millions to one. That’s how much My Father and I love you. Knowing the boundless mercy We have shown you, do you understand why We want you to show unlimited mercy to everyone who has hurt you? Every one of them! I’m asking you to forgive them and to bless them. Pray for them and be kind to them. Then you, too, will share the joy and glory of being a physician to those ailing souls who so desperately need Me.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Matthew 5:7

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Commands of Christ (pp. 206–17)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 9 [image: ][image: ]

My True Followers Must Forgive


For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. Matthew 6:14–15



When I first told My disciples that they must forgive others seven times in the same day, they cried out, “Increase our faith!” They found it hard to forgive someone even once a day. They didn’t realize that the Father and I had forgiven each of them thousands of times. How about you? Do you find it hard to forgive someone? My Father demands that you forgive others, not because they deserve it, but because He has forgiven you. Your offenses against Him created a far greater debt than anyone could inflict on you. Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is a choice to release the offender from your condemnation or vengeance. Instead of repaying their evil with judgment, I want you to pray for them and their redemption. When you refuse to quickly forgive someone, you are choosing to disobey My command. This dishonors Me and belittles all that I suffered to pay off the debt of your sin. I’m asking you now, repent and choose to obey My command to forgive all who have offended you.

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. Matthew 6:12

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Forgiveness (pp. 253–57); Commands of Christ (pp. 206–17)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 10 [image: ][image: ]

I Want You to Rejoice Every Day—Here’s How


However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven. Luke 10:20



When I sent out seventy of My followers, giving them the authority to perform miracles, they returned rejoicing over their newfound power and the miracles they had performed. They proclaimed, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” As wonderful as that was, it was nothing compared to an even greater miracle that they failed to recognize. A miracle so great and eternal that it should inspire daily rejoicing. It is the miracle that My Father performed when He separated them from the unrelenting power and terrible consequences of their sin. They would be spending eternity in the glorious presence of our loving Father! My child, God has done the same for you! When you were born again, your name was written in heaven. It will never be erased. If you truly understand this, you will celebrate it regardless of your circumstances. Your trials are only momentary afflictions, but your life with Me is eternal. Rejoice in this knowledge today and every day!

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. John 15:11

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Joy (pp. 273–75)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 11 [image: ][image: ]

Come to Me First!


Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28



My dear one, whenever you face a difficult question, struggle with a hard issue, or walk through a trial, come to Me before you go to anyone else. Hear My words and prayerfully think about them. So often you do just the opposite. You seek answers, solutions, comfort, and guidance from others before you run to Me. No one else can give you the answers, comfort, or guidance that I can. I will bring My light even to your darkest times. I want you to know that My counsel is not Mine alone; it comes to you directly from the Father. I am delighted when you seek counsel from wise counselors, but come to Me and My words first. My words are spirit and life. They not only provide the perfect counsel; they pour My Spirit and My life into your spirit and life. When you are confused, discouraged, or in despair, the spirit and life you will receive from My words will provide more of what you need than the advice of a thousand counselors.

For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. John 12:49

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Anxiety, Worry, and Fear (pp. 190–93); Jesus’ Words, Their Role and Power (pp. 62–64)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 12 [image: ][image: ]

Harness Yourself to Me So I Can Carry Your Load!


Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:29–30



I not only want you to come to Me first, but I want you to harness yourself to Me in an intimate relationship. I want you to learn from Me by listening to My words and looking at My life. There is no other way. In My words you will find answers to all your greatest questions, issues, and problems. My words provide the rock-solid foundation for your faith. In fact, whenever you act on My words, your faith will grow like never before. When you harness yourself to Me, I promise that I will carry your load and perform My words in your life. This will lighten even your heaviest load. You harness yourself to Me when you do what I say. How often do you read My words? Child, you can’t follow Me or harness yourself to Me if you don’t receive My words into your mind and heart. When you keep My words, you will know a level of intimacy with Me and My Father that will go beyond anything you have experienced before. I promise!

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.

Matthew 7:24

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Coming to Christ (pp. 452–53); Jesus’ Words, Their Role and Power (pp. 62–64)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 13 [image: ][image: ]

This Is Eternal Life


Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. John 17:3



My Father said, “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me.” Understanding and intimately knowing Him should become your number-one priority. Coming into intimacy with My Father and Me is a greater glory than any other achievement you will ever experience. Until now you have made only a slight effort to get to know Me. You often spend more time tending to other desires than drawing near to Me. Your eternal life must begin in this life. Knowing Us the way We want to be known is eternal life. I promise that if you will spend time in My Word, hearing My teachings and obeying them, you will come to know Me and the Father as never before. As We become intimate with you, you will find yourself doing the works that I did when I was on earth. The Father and I will perform Our miracles in you and in the lives of those We bring into your path.

If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. John 14:23, NKJV

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Knowing God and Knowing Christ (pp. 275–77)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 14 [image: ][image: ]

When You Worry, You Choose to Disobey Me and Not to Believe Me


So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

Matthew 6:34, NLT



Are you worried or afraid? Focusing on the future blinds you to the opportunities that My Father brings into the immediate moment. I tell you, stop worrying and start trusting Me. You may ask, “With all the cares and troubles that fill my days, how am I supposed to stop worrying?” Begin your day in My words and think on them throughout the day. As My promises and teachings fill your mind, they will seep into your heart. They will transform you and empower you. They are the solid rock your faith can rely upon. They will reveal My will for each decision you face. As you do My will, your faith will grow, and it will supplant your doubts and fears. Focus on the moment at hand. Set your mind on My words right now, and act on them. Then My joy will fill your heart, and your joy will overflow.

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. John 16:33

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Anxiety, Worry, and Fear (pp. 190–93); Living in the Present (pp. 277–78)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 15 [image: ][image: ]

I Want Your Prayers to Be Answered!


If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. John 15:7–8, NKJV



I know you have wondered why so many of your prayers seem to go unanswered. Sometimes My Father has answered, but not in the way you expected because His plan is better than yours. But many times your prayers go unanswered because you have not abided in Me, and My words have not abided in you. You must dwell in My words and let them seep into your heart. Read them, pray about them, and apply them to your attitudes and behavior. Then, whenever you need a word from Me, the Holy Spirit will bring My words to your mind. And when you obey My words, My desires will become your desires, and then your prayed desires will be answered. My love and joy will fill your heart, overflowing to those around you. This will demonstrate My love and power to the world, proving you are My disciple.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. John 14:26, NKJV

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Prayer (pp. 295–98); The Promises of Christ (pp. 298–304)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 16 [image: ][image: ]

Be My Witness


Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. Matthew 10:32–33, NKJV



I have called some to be evangelists and some to be teachers. Child, I have called you to be My witness, to tell others about Me and the truths I proclaimed. Be open and honest with others about Me and the Father and the relationship We have with you. The closer you get to Me, the more your life will change and become a beacon to others. When people want to know why you are so loving and forgiving, so patient and generous, so peaceful in troubled times, tell them about your relationship with Me. No one can believe in Me unless they first hear the truth about Me. And how will the people in your world hear the truth about Me if you don’t tell them? Today let the light of your good works shine before your family and all who come into your path. Let them hear of your gratefulness for all the good things the Lord has done for you. And just as you acknowledge Me before others, I will acknowledge you before My Father.

Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you. Mark 5:19

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Evangelism (pp. 227–29)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 17 [image: ][image: ]

The Life-Giving Blessing of Believing in Me


He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. John 7:38, NKJV



When you first believed in Me in your heart, you were given the Holy Spirit, who was promised by the Father. He came to dwell in you and produce in you His life-giving fruit, which includes unconditional love, unlimited joy, unexplainable peace, never-ending patience, active kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, and a hunger for righteousness. But believing in Me means believing Me. To believe Me, you must hear My words and make daily choices to act on them. If you are apathetic to what I have said or choose to disobey My words, you are choosing not to believe Me. This unbelief will prevent the Holy Spirit from flowing out of you to bless and influence the lives of others. But when you choose to abide in My words and act on them, the Holy Spirit and His fruit will continually flow out of your heart like rivers of life-giving water. Believe Me today, and let wonderful rivers of living water flow out of you to everyone I bring into your path. You will impact their lives in ways you cannot imagine.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8, NLT

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Living Water (p. 278); The Claims Jesus Made About Himself (pp. 14–22); The Promises of Christ (pp. 298–304)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 18 [image: ][image: ]

Don’t Panic When Others Say Awful Things About You or Do Terrible Things to You


God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way. Matthew 5:11–12, NLT



I know you have been surprised and hurt by the words and actions of individuals who did terrible things to you. The world is filled with people who care only about themselves. Many people talk about God, even though their hearts may be far from Me. When I was being crucified, only a few were grieving. Most people were cheering. And yet I asked My Father to forgive them. I chose to die for them. The world hated Me then, and those who love the world’s values often hate My followers today. When you are persecuted because of your relationship with Me, don’t despair. Instead, rejoice, because your reward will be great. You are sharing in My suffering. Even though they think they are hurting you, they are enabling you to store up treasures in heaven. These treasures come from truth, righteousness, love, mercy, and following Me. And someday you will hear Me welcome you into My Father’s kingdom saying, “Well done, my good servant!”

If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? Matthew 5:46

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Commands of Christ (pp. 206–17)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 19 [image: ][image: ]

You Don’t Have to Stumble Blindly Through Life


I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. John 8:12



Walking in the dark can be dangerous. You can’t see what is in front of you. You may follow a path or a person, thinking you are headed to safety, only to discover you are being led into danger and destruction. In darkness a choice may feel right yet be terribly wrong. My dear child, it doesn’t have to be that way. If you will draw near to Me, you will have My light to guide you through every choice you make and to lead you on every path you take. You won’t have to decide in darkness, walk in darkness, or linger in darkness. But you can have My light only when you follow Me. And you can follow Me only by looking at My life and listening to My words. Hear My commands and obey them. See My promises and believe and receive them. This is how you follow Me. You will see life as it really is and discover what is of true value and what is not. Bathe your mind in My words today. If you will, I will lead you safely through this momentary life into My Father’s kingdom, where your life will never end.

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. John 12:46

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Light Versus Darkness (pp. 384–85); Following Christ (pp. 245–53)





[image: ][image: ] JANUARY 20 [image: ][image: ]

Let My Food Become Your Food


My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. John 4:34, NKJV



The food you eat satisfies you only for a few hours. But My food never stops satisfying. It doesn’t fill your stomach; it fills your heart with peace and joy. It will fill your days with purpose, accomplishment, and eternal worth. As you eat the food I give, your prayers will be answered, and you will see miracles in your life and in the lives of those I bring into your path. My food is doing the will of the Father, and I’m offering this same food to you. In order to do His will, you need to know His will. My teachings reveal His will for your every circumstance. If you abide in My words, the Holy Spirit will bring My words to your mind whenever you need them. He then will give you the grace and power to do the Father’s will. Step out in faith by acting on My words and doing as I have said. With each step of faith you take, your faith will grow. Store My words in your mind, listen to the whisperings of the Holy Spirit, and act on them. Your faith brings great pleasure to the Father!

Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men. Matthew 4:19, NKJV

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Jesus’ Missions (pp. 46–51); Faith (pp. 231–37)
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The Way to Start Your Day and End Your Night


Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. John 14:11, NKJV



Oh, that you could know the Father as I know Him. That you could understand the radiance and magnitude of His love and the perfection of His righteousness. That you could know the infinite wisdom of His judgments and the never-ending flow of His mercies. To know Him intimately, you must believe that I am in Him and that He is in Me. Everything I said on earth He commanded Me to say and how to say it. Everything I did on earth I did exactly according to His will. Do you want to see and really know the Father? Then every day look at Me. In My actions you will see Him working. Listen to My words, and you will hear Him speaking. The prophets told about My Father and recorded His actions and His words. But I AM His Word! I became flesh and dwelt among people so the world could see the Father as He really is. If you will believe Me in this, you will fill your heart with My words, and nothing will be impossible to you.

All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

Matthew 11:27

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Jesus’ Relationship with God the Father (pp. 55–60); Commands of Christ (pp. 206–17)
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I Want You to Live Abundantly Today


The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. John 10:10, NKJV



Are you discouraged? Do you live in survival mode, just trying to make it through the day? Satan, your adversary, is a thief. He wants to steal your life from you. He wants to render you useless for the kingdom of God. One way he does this is by turning your attention and desires away from Me, toward the things of this world. Satan wants you to focus on what you don’t have, what you have lost, or what has been taken from you. But I am your Shepherd, and I came to give you life, true life, which is abundant and eternal. When I gave My life on the cross for you, I defeated Satan and broke his power and authority over you. But when you turn your heart to the temporal things of this world (which is Satan’s kingdom), you voluntarily submit to his rule. This robs you of the joy that is found only when your mind and heart are turned toward Me. Start each day and end each day in My words, and My abundant life and joy will be yours.

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Joy (pp. 273–75)
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Do You Want to Get Well?


Do you want to be made well? John 5:6, NKJV



For nearly forty years a man had been very sick. When I asked if he wanted to be made well, he didn’t say yes. Instead, he told Me of his seemingly hopeless circumstances. He secretly hoped that I would solve his problem by changing the circumstances—by carrying him to a place where he believed he could be healed. The man didn’t know that My Father had granted Me all of His power and authority. The man didn’t need to be delivered from his circumstances; he needed a word from Me! He only needed to say, “Yes, Lord,” and then hear My words and obey them. Child, how often do you ask Me to solve your problem your way or to deliver you from the problem altogether? That is not faith. Don’t ask Me for help and then specify how the help should be given. Just say, “Yes, Lord, I want to be made well.” Then listen to My words and obey them. Then I will make you well My way. The infirmities of your soul are much more serious than the infirmities of your body. If I make you well in your soul, your circumstances and infirmities will no longer restrain your soul. You don’t need a change of circumstances; you need a change of heart. Hear Me and obey Me, and I will make you well.

Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. John 14:1, NLT

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Faith (pp. 231–37); Healing (pp. 263–67)
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Don’t Let Seeds of Doubt Block Your Faith


Stop doubting and believe. John 20:27



In spite of all My miracles, My disciples still chose to doubt rather than to believe. I finally commanded Thomas to “stop doubting and believe.” Faith is not an emotion; it’s a choice to do what I say. When you encounter a situation that requires faith, your natural inclination is to doubt. You question My presence, My calling, and even My words. Child, though you can’t keep seeds of doubt from entering your mind, you can stop them from taking root in your heart. You can respond to any doubt with the choice to express faith by doing what My words tell you. When following Me requires courage, doubts will cause you to fear. Then the Holy Spirit will bring My words to your mind: “Fear not, be of good courage!” When you follow My words, your faith will replace fear with courage and action. The world wants to see before it will believe. I want you to believe, and then you will see. True faith is acting on My words before you see. When you act in faith, I will perform all that I have promised.

Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. John 20:29

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Faith (pp. 231–37); Anxiety, Worry, and Fear (pp. 190–93)
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You Can Overcome Your Greatest Fears


Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Matthew 10:28



It’s only natural to be afraid of any harm, especially death. But if you will follow Me, I will lead you out of your fears into faith. Throughout your life you will be confronted by fear. But when you see My Father and Me as We really are, and when you see life and your circumstances from Our perspective, overcoming fear will come easily. I gave My life on the cross to give you eternal life. When you believed in Me and were born again, My Father and I adopted you into Our family. So even your death will not be a tragedy but a welcomed new beginning. A sparrow doesn’t fall to the ground apart from the Father’s will and care. He cares for you infinitely more than many sparrows. Child, when you are afraid, it is because you are focusing on the things of this life that are temporary. Shift your focus and bind your heart to Me. Fill your heart with My words. I want to put My perspective into your mind and My courage into your heart. Don’t be afraid.

Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid. Matthew 14:27

[image: ][image: ] The Greatest Words Ever Spoken, Anxiety, Worry, and Fear (pp. 190–93)
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“I’m so excited about this beautiful book, Jesus Speaks. The words of Jesus chase away
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