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I heard my iPhone beep, and a small envelope icon caught my eye in the notification bar. My heart sank as I picked up the device, revealing my ex-husband's face on the screen. Without even opening the message, I sensed it was bad news. It was one of those days when everything that could go wrong did.

Waking up late, wrangling my rebellious teenage daughters, and spilling coffee on my pristine white blouse just as I was about to leave the house were mere appetizers to the disasters ahead. The flashing fuel gauge light in my car served as a cruel reminder of my procrastination from the night before. Today was the epitome of "one of those days." To top it off, my car sputtered to a halt just fifty yards from the garage.

Ignoring all the rules about texting while driving, I read the incoming message and clenched my jaw, fighting the urge to scream. My ex-husband announced he couldn't pick up the girls from volleyball this afternoon—no explanation, no apology. Swearing like a sailor, I hurled my iPhone across the car, earning a honk from the driver behind me. I shot them a glare before refocusing on the road to Kensington, where I had an appointment with Mr. Thompson, an important client.

The magnificent Victorian house never failed to take my breath away, even though this wasn't my first visit. Unusually, it had its own driveway, though today, it was occupied by a builder's pickup truck and a mobile office. As I parked next to the Transit, a young man dressed in a snug t-shirt and jeans stepped out. His tight shirt showcased an impressive six-pack, and despite my irritation, I couldn't help but murmur, "Hmm, not bad."

As I exited my car, he looked up from his smartphone and approached me, extending his hand.

"Hello, you're Mrs. Carter. A pleasure to meet you. I know you were expecting Mr. Thompson, but he called this morning to say he's on urgent business in France and won't be here today."

This unexpected twist wasn't the end of the world—just another irritation to add to my list. I tilted my head, keeping my composure. 

"And you are?" I asked as I reached for his hand.

"I'm Ben Riggs, Mr. Thompson's contractor. You can call me Riggs." He handed me his business card, but as I tried to take it, he held on, a mischievous glint in his eye. Frustration tightened my chest, and just as I was about to explode, he released the card, nearly knocking me off balance. He caught my wrist, steadying me, and I felt a spark at his touch.

"Thank you," I said through gritted teeth, wishing for a lightning bolt to strike him down.

"You're a bit overdressed for a building site," he remarked teasingly.

"Well, I was expecting to meet Mr. Thompson, not his personal jester," I shot back, locking eyes with him. 

"Now, if we could get on with this, that would be great."

Riggs raised his hands in mock surrender, his smirk only fueling my irritation further.

"Whoa, Mama bear. I was just trying to be friendly. But if that's how you want it, that's cool." He turned on his heel, striding toward the house.

"The building plans you drew up for the RSJ..." he paused, glancing back at me, his eyes locking onto mine. 

"I have some reservations about what's been drawn and what I can see now that I've opened a hole in the ceiling."

Disagreements between builders and architects were common, especially with complicated projects like Mr. Thompson's renovations. I wasn't in the mood for a debate today and silently vowed not to let Riggs steamroll me.

I pulled my iPad from my bag, a shield against his smugness. 

"I've got everything I need on this. I highly doubt anything is wrong," I replied, my voice dripping with confidence.

"We'll see," he said, moving toward the front door.

Just as I was about to follow him, Riggs barred my way with one muscular arm. 

"Mrs. Carter, you might be the architect, but those fancy high heels aren't appropriate for a construction site. Safety shoes?"

I blinked, realizing he had me at a disadvantage. My cheeks warmed with embarrassment, and I wanted to slap his face for his smug smile. Health and safety regulations were clear, and I had neglected to put on my boots.

"Yes, they're in my car," I replied, forcing a smile. 

"Wouldn't want to
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