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        Author Note

      

      

      These chapters, including the introduction were written as blog posts on my blog starting on January 9th and ending on January 16th, 2016, with an epilogue blog two days later.

      Not only do I talk about the writing, but about the trip itself and the writing experience and my worries.

      I hope that if you are thinking of trying to write while traveling that this book of blog posts will help you.

      I sure had fun.
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      Yup. A crazy idea. Especially considering I have not once been successful at writing while traveling.

      How’s that for a negative start?

      So I figured it was about time to teach myself how to do this and as I figure it out I might as well write this nonfiction book as well as the novel.

      Win—win. If I pull it off.

      Otherwise, it will be an entertaining failure for all to watch right out in public on my blog.

      And what’s really silly is that I will be doing all my normal e-mail, normal workshop stuff, and still doing the CFO job for WMG while I am gone. I will be cutting nothing out.

      Yup, nothing will seem different from your end except the content of these blogs.

      So if you have questions or want to sign up for a workshop, feel free. I will be doing all my normal computer work every day, three times per day.

      

      Some Considerations to Start

      Today is Sunday and I will not start the novel until Wednesday. But I am doing these nonfiction introduction chapters each night ahead of that while traveling.

      My first consideration in getting ready for something this crazy is that I do not have a laptop computer. I have an old iPad, but don’t use it much at all anymore.

      I use massive Mac computers with second screens. I have three set-ups like that. One for my internet at home, one for my writing computer, and one in my WMG office.

      So as this trip got near, I thought about buying myself a laptop and then carrying a second screen and keyboard with it. Good idea until I realized how silly that was. I would be carrying a second screen, so I could just carry my large Mac just as easily.

      So this morning around 10 a.m. I put a pillow in the back seat of my car (a very smooth-riding Cadillac CTS), carried my big internet computer out and put it on the pillow, screen toward the seat. Put another pillow between the screen and the seat and then covered the entire thing with a blanket and strapped it in with a seat belt.

      Easy and it rode like a charm.

      The real advantage of driving: I can pack as much as I want. And I don’t much care for flying these days, so driving is more fun anyway.

      So now I am sitting in front of my big internet computer in a really nice hotel suite somewhere south of Eureka, CA. I have just finished doing all the work for the coast anthology workshop and got out the next story for the writers to write.

      And I have answered all my e-mail earlier and am now writing this introduction.

      This desk and chair is actually as comfortable as my chair at home after I put two pillows under me to get me to the right height.

      

      Why Do It This Way?

      I think trick number one in trying to write while traveling is to be comfortable. If you normally write on a laptop, do that. I normally write on a big screen, so I am doing that.

      Again, many writers have learned how to do this. I have never done any writing while traveling. So some of this stuff I am discovering might seem logical if you write and travel. I am always up for tips in the comments. (grin)

      If I had to fly, I never would have considered doing this.

      

      What to Prepare?

      Since I am doing this blog every night on how to do this (or how to fail at it in spectacular fashion) I did a mock-up a cover for this nonfiction book. That is for decoration here and also to keep me motivated.

      Second, since I never write with any outline or anything, I figured I would at least pick a title and a series to write in to give myself a jump. And since all five days of writing this will be while I am hanging around with friends and playing poker in Las Vegas, I might as well pick a series set in Vegas.

      I have two series that are set in Vegas: Poker Boy and the Cold Poker Gang mysteries. Poker Boy is in the book I stopped writing to do this, so that left the Cold Poker Gang mystery novels. (Couldn’t make it easy on myself, could I?)

      The two characters in the last novel live about three blocks from where I will be staying, so that will be fun. I came up with a title for the novel.

      I have no plot or even idea for the book and won’t until I sit down to write. Not even going to give it a thought. But if you are trying something like this, it might be an idea to plan ahead a little or work on a project you have already started.

      So now, after nine hours of driving today, I have another nine hours tomorrow and then a bunch of assignments for workshops to do.

      

      The Traveling Three Days Before Starting a Novel

      Since this is a book about travel, I figure I had better detail out each day a little.

      I left Lincoln City on the Oregon Coast about 10:30 a.m.

      Storms were burying Portland and the I-5 corridor in ice and I-84 was shut down. So my only safe choice was to hug the coast going south to stay out of most of the mountains.

      I learned today that my memory of making that drive twenty years ago wasn’t accurate. Going down the Redwood Highway (101) in torrential rains was not fun in the slightest. The weather people called it an “atmospheric river of moisture” and it was. Wow.

      I stopped four times along the way, once in Newport, once in Florence, once in Coos Bay, and once in Eureka. Took about nine hours.

      In the summer that would be a two-day drive because of traffic, but thankfully I had none today. No one was stupid enough to be on the roads today but me, I guess.

      The drive down the Oregon Coast was stunningly beautiful, even in the winter and pouring rain. I forgot how really beautifully alien and remote this part of this country is. If you have time, worth seeing, folks. But caution, this is a long, long ways from anywhere.

      Checked in, got my computer set up, got some snacks to eat, did my e-mail, and then watched television for a while until it was time to do workshop stuff and then write this.

      So tomorrow another nine hours of driving.

      I will have chapter one of this nonfiction book tomorrow night from farther south on this crazy trip.

      Onward.
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      Second day of traveling and I will be starting the novel in two days. So doing introduction and preparation chapters first for the nonfiction book as I go along.

      A sort of writing travel book.

      Sort of.

      Besides the cover and the series the novel will be in, do I have anything plotted out for the novel? Nope.

      Not a thing and I’m not going to, actually. I didn’t even think about it once today.

      But I have done a few basic preparations besides making sure I had a computer with me that I could write on.

      But before I get to those helpful hints, let me tell you about my second day of travel. After all, that’s part of this book, how travel influences the writing of two books.

      Yes, that’s right, I am writing two books. These chapters will become the nonfiction book and then I will also write a novel in five days if all things work out.

      And yes, we will also bundle both the nonfiction book and the novel together at some point and have them both in Smith’s Monthly, of course. I suppose that will make it a third book. (grin)

      
      The Second Day

      Today started off with a panic, actually.

      I got up early, ahead of my alarm and glanced out the window to see if it was still raining. I had spent the night on the third floor in a nice suite hotel to the south of Eureka, CA. I intended to go back to bed for another hour or so.

      To my surprise and then shock, right outside the hotel was a massive river. (Didn’t see it the night before because of the darkness and heavy rain.)

      To say this river was angry would be an understatement. Colored in dark brown and moving so fast that floating debris seem to just flash past the hotel.

      And the only thing between the river and the hotel and my car in the parking lot was a tall, artificial levee with a sidewalk on top of it.

      And the water was flowing within a foot of that sidewalk and people were standing up there staring, including a few official-looking folks.

      So much for going back to bed.

      Last thing I wanted was to see my Cadillac floating down the river. Less than an hour later I was packed and pulling away from the hotel. Official people were still standing on the banks. No idea what happened, but it didn’t look positive.

      9:30 in the morning and I had a nine hour scheduled drive ahead of me.

      Well, that didn’t work out so well. After the monsoons that hit (and are still hitting) California, it took me eleven hours of driving before I was in this hotel room in a suite hotel in Fresno, CA.

      At one point during the day, Kris was on the phone with me from our home in Lincoln City, Oregon, trying to help me find a way around some flooded and closed roads in north-central California. She was on her computer and I was trying to figure out where I was.

      At that point I had already been dealing with flooded-out roads and closed roads for five hours.

      You see, I had to somehow get from Highway 101 to Interstate 5 and I didn’t want to go through San Francisco. With Kris’s help through the road closures and stopping for directions once, I made it to I-5 and then went south, finally cutting across from I-5 to Fresno on what I thought would be a fairly short distance.

      Nope.

      And even though the map says straight, not straight… Road just vanishes in places.

      Two very friendly guys in one service station in a tiny town in the middle of nowhere got me back on track and two friendly policemen in Fresno helped me find the hotel.

      And then I was so tired, I went into the lobby of the wrong hotel and the poor clerk couldn’t find my reservation until I finally noticed I was in the wrong hotel. My hotel entrance was across the parking lot.

      Fifty feet away.

      I had parked in front of the correct hotel, walked into the wrong hotel.

      The nice clerk said that happened a lot. Duh, putting hotels with similar names within fifty feet of each other in the same parking lot with California-level sucky signs... I suppose it would happen.

      After getting all set
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