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    Dedication
To Jehovah God,
The Source of all that is good, righteous, and true.
May this book inspire every reader to love what You love, hate what You hate, and draw ever closer to You.
And to all who sincerely seek a heart that reflects God's own—may your pursuit of holiness bring you lasting peace, unwavering faith, and the joy of walking in His ways every day.

      

    


​

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Preface
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There are few words in the Bible that seem as surprising as this command: "Hate what is evil."(Amos 5:15)

At first, it may sound strange. We often hear that hatred is always wrong and that love should be the answer to everything. Yet the Scriptures reveal a different truth. While hatred toward people has no place in a heart that seeks God, hatred toward evil is not only appropriate—it is necessary. It is an expression of love for what is good, holy, and right.

This book was born from a simple question:

How can a person genuinely hate evil instead of merely avoiding it?

Many people resist wrongdoing because they fear its consequences. Others avoid sin because of social pressure or personal reputation. But the Bible invites us to something much deeper. It teaches that our hearts can be transformed until we begin to see good and evil as God sees them. When that happens, obedience is no longer driven only by duty but also by love.

The pages that follow are not intended to shame or condemn. They are an invitation to examine the heart. They encourage us to ask difficult questions, to reflect honestly on our choices, and to allow God's Word to reshape our thinking. Learning to hate evil is not about becoming harsh, self-righteous, or judgmental. It is about growing in love for God, whose perfect goodness stands in complete contrast to everything that destroys life, truth, and peace.

Throughout this journey, we will discover that hating evil is inseparable from loving what is good. Every step away from darkness is a step toward light. Every rejection of sin creates more room for righteousness. Every act of obedience strengthens our relationship with God.

This transformation rarely happens overnight. It is a lifelong process of learning, praying, reflecting, and allowing Scripture to shape our conscience. There may be moments of struggle and failure, but God's desire is not merely to change our behavior—it is to transform our hearts.

My hope is that this book will help you develop a deeper appreciation for God's holiness, a stronger love for righteousness, and a clearer understanding of why evil deserves to be rejected. Above all, I hope it encourages you to draw closer to God each day, trusting that He can shape your heart until you love what He loves and hate what He hates.

May this journey strengthen your faith, deepen your understanding of God's character, and inspire you to pursue a life marked by love, holiness, and unwavering devotion to what is good.
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​Introduction: Why This Book?
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Every day, we make countless choices.

Some are small and easily forgotten. Others shape the course of our lives. Behind every decision lies a deeper question: What do I truly love, and what do I truly hate?

The Bible teaches that our hearts are not defined only by what we believe but also by what we love and what we reject. It does not simply tell us to avoid evil; it repeatedly calls us to hate it.

"Let your love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good." — Romans 12:9

"The fear of Jehovah means the hatred of evil." — Proverbs 8:13

"You who love Jehovah, hate what is evil." — Psalm 97:10

These words are striking. They reveal that a genuine relationship with God involves more than following rules. It involves developing a heart that gradually comes to share God's moral viewpoint.

Many people misunderstand this idea. Some think that hating evil means becoming angry, harsh, or judgmental toward others. Others believe it simply means avoiding obvious sins while secretly enjoying them in their minds. Neither reflects the Bible's message.

God never asks us to hate people. He created human beings in His image and desires their repentance and salvation. What He calls us to hate is the evil that harms people, separates them from Him, destroys relationships, corrupts the conscience, and steals the peace He wants us to enjoy.

This distinction is essential.

The purpose of this book is not to convince you that you are worse than you think. Nor is it to present a list of rules or create a spirit of fear. Instead, its purpose is to help you understand why God hates evil, why we often struggle to see it as He does, and how our hearts can gradually be transformed through His Word.

As you read, you may discover that evil is not always obvious. It often disguises itself as pleasure, freedom, success, or harmless entertainment. It whispers instead of shouting. It appeals to our desires before revealing its consequences. That is why Scripture repeatedly warns us to stay spiritually alert.

But this book is not primarily about evil.

It is about God.

The more clearly we understand His holiness, His justice, His love, and His goodness, the more naturally we begin to reject everything that opposes His character. Hatred of evil does not grow by staring at darkness. It grows by walking in the light.

This journey will challenge you to examine your heart honestly. It will encourage you to ask difficult questions about your thoughts, desires, habits, and choices. At times, the answers may be uncomfortable. Yet lasting spiritual growth has always begun with honest self-examination before God.

You do not need to be perfect to begin this journey. Every follower of God is learning. Every believer faces temptation. Every sincere heart experiences moments of weakness. What matters is the direction of the heart—a growing desire to love what God loves and reject what He rejects.

If you are willing to let Scripture shape your thinking, this book will invite you into a lifelong process of renewing your mind, strengthening your conscience, and developing a deeper love for righteousness.

The goal is not merely to avoid evil.

The goal is to become the kind of person who no longer finds evil attractive because your heart has been transformed by the One who is perfectly good.

That is why this book was written.

May the pages that follow draw you closer to God, deepen your love for what is right, and help you develop a heart that truly hates evil—not because it has been commanded to, but because it has come to know and love the God whose goodness is beyond measure.
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​Part I — Understanding Evil

​Chapter 1: What Is Evil?
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Before we can hate evil, we must first know what it is.

That may seem like an obvious statement, yet it raises one of the most important questions a person can ask. What exactly is evil? Is it simply whatever society dislikes? Is it whatever causes pain? Is it something that changes from one generation to another? Or is there an unchanging standard by which good and evil are measured?

The answer to these questions determines how we live.

Today, opinions about morality are constantly changing. Behaviors once considered wrong are often celebrated, while convictions once respected are sometimes dismissed as outdated. Culture shifts, traditions evolve, and public opinion changes. But if good and evil depend only on popular opinion, then morality becomes unstable. What is praised today may be condemned tomorrow.

The Bible presents a very different picture.

According to Scripture, evil is not defined by human opinion but by God's perfect character. God is holy, righteous, loving, truthful, and just. Everything that opposes His character is evil. Everything that reflects His character is good.

This means that evil is more than a list of forbidden actions. It is anything that stands in opposition to God's will, His wisdom, and His loving purpose for humanity.

Evil may appear in obvious forms such as violence, murder, theft, or dishonesty. But it can also exist in attitudes that are hidden from everyone except God—pride, greed, jealousy, bitterness, hypocrisy, selfish ambition, or a heart that refuses correction.

Jesus emphasized this truth when He taught that wrongdoing begins long before an action is committed. Sin often starts within the heart. Our thoughts, desires, and motives eventually shape our words and actions. A transformed life therefore begins with a transformed heart.

This explains why God cares so deeply about what we think, not merely what we do.

​Evil Often Disguises Itself

ONE OF EVIL'S GREATEST strengths is that it rarely announces itself honestly.

It promises freedom while producing slavery.

It promises pleasure while leaving emptiness.

It promises power while creating fear.

It promises happiness while destroying peace.

From the beginning, evil has relied on deception. It persuades people that disobedience is harmless, that consequences are exaggerated, or that God's standards are restrictive rather than protective.

Because of this, many people do not choose evil because they love suffering. They choose it because they have been convinced that it is actually good.

That is why discernment is essential. We must learn to see beyond appearances and evaluate everything according to God's Word.

​The Difference Between People and Evil

A TRUTH THAT MUST NEVER be forgotten is this: the Bible never teaches us to hate people.

Every human being bears God's image and possesses immeasurable value. Throughout history, God has patiently called sinners to repentance instead of delighting in their destruction. Jesus Himself showed compassion to those trapped in sin while firmly rejecting the sin that enslaved them.

This distinction protects us from becoming self-righteous.

Our struggle is not against people but against everything that separates people from God. We oppose evil because it destroys


​Why Understanding Evil Matters
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