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    To those who face their inner darkness each day.
To those who walk between nothingness and light, seeking meaning in the midst of chaos.
To the hearts that never surrendered, despite every cry.
To every reader who finds in these pages a reflection of their own struggle.
 
This novel is for you. Because you are the light that resists the void.


    



  	
        
            
            We are all, in the end, only the stories we refuse to forget.
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Dedication
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To those who face their inner darkness each day.

To those who walk between nothingness and light, seeking meaning in the midst of chaos.

To the hearts that never surrendered, despite every cry.

To every reader who finds in these pages a reflection of their own struggle.

This novel is for you. Because you are the light that resists the void.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Copyright © 2026 by Mowaffaq Alkayyali

[image: ]


All rights reserved.
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A Note Before the First Page
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This is not a story about cosmic forces. It is a story about a young man named Adel, and the choices he made in a city that had already chosen him.

Everything else — the darkness, the shadow, the final confrontation at the edge of existence — follows from those choices. The philosophy is in the events. The meaning, if there is one, is yours to find.
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Chapter One: Born in Shadow
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His mother used to say that the city looked prettiest from the roof of their building — if you stood at the far edge, tilted your chin up, and refused to look down. She said this without bitterness, which was the remarkable thing. She had a talent for finding the angle from which broken things appeared whole.

Her name was Samira. She worked the early shift at a textile warehouse three kilometres away, folding other people's clothes for wages that covered rent and almost covered food. On her good days she came home smelling of detergent and humming something she'd heard on the radio. On her bad days — the days when the cough woke her before the alarm, when her knees gave her trouble on the stairs, when the supervisor had docked her pay for a lateness she couldn't help — she came home and sat in the kitchen for an hour before she could speak.

Adel watched her from the hallway on those evenings. He was fifteen, then sixteen, then seventeen — old enough to understand what he was watching, young enough that understanding it made him feel useless in a way that collected somewhere behind his sternum and didn't entirely leave.

He had a sister, too. Nour. She was nine years younger than him, which meant she had been born into the version of their life that had already declined from whatever it had been before. She didn't know about before. She accepted the apartment, the smell of the stairwell, the way their mother moved through certain silences, as simply the world. This seemed to Adel both innocent and heartbreaking. He was not sure which feeling was stronger.

Nour had a habit of collecting small things — bottle caps, interesting pebbles, the foil from medicine packets — and arranging them on the windowsill in patterns she explained with a seriousness that made Adel want to either laugh or cry. "This is the sun," she would say, pointing to a gold-coloured cap. "And this is the moon. And this one is you, because it's bent in the middle." She found this enormously funny. He pretended not to.

It was Nour who first noticed that Adel had begun to stay out past midnight.

"Where do you go?" she asked him one morning, not accusingly — she was nine, she didn't know how to accuse yet — but with genuine curiosity, the way she asked about everything.

"Out," he said.

"Out where?"

"Just out."

She accepted this with the equanimity she brought to most things and went back to her arrangement of bottle caps. But that evening he noticed she had moved the bent one — the one that was him — away from the centre of the pattern, towards the window's edge, where it was in danger of falling.

He didn't move it back.

The city had a second geography that most of its inhabitants never visited. It existed in the same streets and buildings as the ordinary city, but it operated on different laws: the law of who
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