
  


  The Kingdom of Authentic Living


  
    Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. (Matthew 6:1)

  


  THE earliest Greek manuscripts do not have the word for “charitable deeds” here but the word for “righteousness.” That is why the NASB translates this as “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them.” The word for “to be seen,” is an interesting one in this context. It is the verb theaomai. As a noun form, it is theatron, which is where we get the English word “theatre.”


  This verse serves as an introduction for the next three sections regarding the acts of charity, prayer and fasting. In each section, Jesus warns us not to be like the “hypocrites.” The Greek word is hypokrites and refers literally to actors, those who pretend, play a role and wear a mask. The venue for actors, of course, is the theatre where they can be put on display to please the audience.


  Jesus is speaking to the motivations of the heart. Giving alms, praying and fasting were basic acts of Jewish piety and were to be encouraged. However, they were not ends in themselves and were not to be performed with great outward display but simply and sincerely from the heart.


  For those who wanted to make a show of their piety, to be seen by men for their deeds, such display would be all the reward they would receive — empty and fleeting fame. There would be no reward for them with God, who does not look only at the outward appearance, but upon the heart.


  The kingdom of Heaven on Earth requires authentic living — authentic charity, authentic prayer, authentic fasting.


  


  Authentic Charity


  
    Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. (Matthew 6:2-4)

  


  The Greek word for “charitable deed” here is the word for “alms.” It speaks of compassion and beneficence. The purpose is to help the poor, not to receive the applause of men. The Bible says, “He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, and He will pay back what he has given” (Proverbs 19:17). When the Lord pays back, it is with great blessing. But if we do our alms in order to be seen by others, their acclaim will be all we have — and they have a very short attention span. We will already have reaped what we have sown, and there will be no reward from God.


  Two Bible accounts show a dramatic contrast in motivations and their rewards. The first is the story of the widow’s mites:


  
    Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” (Mark 12:41-44)

  


  This woman gave with no fanfare. It was only two mites, smaller than a penny and worth even less; it would not even make a sound as it fell into the box. But Jesus knew something about this widow and her gift that made all the difference: It was all she had. Others gave out of their abundance; she gave out of her lack — but also out of great faith. The synagogue crowd did not notice, but the Father did and He has rewarded her ever since. We do not have her name, but we remember her even today as the woman who humbly gave all she had.


  Now think of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-10). Others in their young Christian community were selling properties and laying the proceeds to the apostles’ feet. This was not a requirement, but purely voluntary. Ananias and Sapphira did not have to sell any of their possessions but were free to do with them as they wished. But they wanted the admiration of the people around them, so they decided to sell a property and pretend that they were bringing all the gain to the apostles, when in fact they were holding some of it back. Again, they were free to keep any or all of the money, but they wanted to have the glory of the crowd for giving it all. So they faked it. They were hypokrites, stage-players in a little theater of their own devising. For a few very brief moments, they enjoyed the spotlight. But when they were soon found out, things did not end well for them. We do know their names, and for almost two thousand years they have served as a warning to hypocrites and glory-hounds. For the kingdom of Heaven on Earth requires authentic charity.


  


  Authentic Prayer


  
    And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. (Matthew 6:5-6)

  


  Jesus was not banning public prayer meetings. He was putting a check on the motives of the heart. If we are doing it to be seen by men, to show off our devotion, we are simply play-acting, hypocrites. The satisfaction it brings, if any, will quickly evaporate and we will have nothing left to show for it. James pegged it pretty well: “You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:3).


  God has no regard for prayer that arises from the actor’s repertoire. He is looking for prayer that comes from the secret place of the heart, the place where we are most able to be ourselves, to be open and honest before God and pour ourselves out to Him. Authentic prayer is about personal relationship, not public performance.


  
    And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. (Matthew 6:7-8)

  


  The Greek word for “heathen” is ethnikoi and refers to the Gentiles, the nations, the pagans, who had no covenant with God. “Vain repetitions” speaks of babbling, spouting meaningless words, without thought — and without faith. Pagan prayers regularly piled up many words and names for their deities, hoping to get divine notice. But the idea that such mindless multiplication of prayers and words was effective with God had also begun to slip into Jewish devotional practice.


  Regardless of how many times they are repeated, words without faith do nothing to please God. “For without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). Jesus said that we shall have to give account for every idle word at the day of judgment (Matthew 12:36). As Martin Luther wisely put it, “The fewer words, the better prayer.” But let them be faith-filled words. These are the kind of prayers God answers, for the kingdom of Heaven on Earth requires authentic prayer.


  


  The Prayer of Heaven on Earth


  
    In this manner, therefore, pray:

    

    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.

    Your kingdom come; Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

    Give us this day our daily bread.

    And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

    And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

    For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



    (Matthew 6:9-13)

  


  Jesus teaches us to pray, not to be seen of men as the hypocrites do, nor with magic and manipulation like the heathen, but simply, directly, secretly and from the heart. This is the kind of prayer that honors God and opens heaven. It is the kind the Father regards and rewards.


  “In this manner, therefore, pray.” Jesus gives us a model prayer. It is not to be prayed by rote but with understanding and faith. It is a way of praying that checks our motives and calibrates our hearts, lining us up with the heart of God. The lines are simple, yet profound, and serve as a springboard for meditation and a profitable devotional life. But more than that, it is a way of praying that is powerful and world-changing.


  This way is generally known as “The Lord’s Prayer,” but is sometimes regarded as “The Disciples’ Prayer” because it is how Jesus taught His disciples to pray. I call it “The Prayer of Heaven on Earth” because it is about the kingdom of heaven being manifested in the here and now.


  
    	Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. This kind of prayer seeks, not our own glory but that of our heavenly Father. It is about His unique greatness and goodness being made known, God revealing Himself on earth.


    	Your kingdom come; Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. The kingdom of God is His rule and reign, His will being done on earth as it is in heaven. When things on earth are out of joint with heaven, we have authority to pray for them to line up with the will of the Father.


    	Give us this day our daily bread. “Daily bread” is literally the “bread of the coming day,” the bread of tomorrow. In the context of the coming kingdom, it is speaking of the provision of that day when God’s reign is fully revealed on earth. In the meantime, we can receive that provision as we need it.


    	And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. This is a revealer of hearts, of God’s as well as our own. We are forgiven by our Father in heaven, but He also requires us to forgive our brother on earth. This may well be our hardest task, and Jesus will have more to say about it.


    	And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. Jesus came to destroy the devil and all his works (Hebrews 2:14; 1 John 3:8). “Temptation” is a test or trial. God promises that there is no temptation or trial that will be too great for us but that He will always give us a way of escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). This prayer lays hold of that escape and the victory Jesus has won for us over the evil one.


    	For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. Here again, it is God’s kingdom, God’s power and God’s glory in view, on earth as it is in heaven.

  


  Jesus straightens out our priorities and motivations by teaching us how to pray for the kingdom of heaven to manifest on earth.


  


  Authentic Prayer Requires a Forgiving Heart


  
    For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)

  


  The prayer model Jesus gave His disciples said, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” Now He gives the matter special attention. Unwillingness to forgive is one of the most powerful hindrances to prayer. Eugene Peterson, in The Message, gives his commentary on this passage: “In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can’t get forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others.”


  Jesus also addresses unforgiveness in another place, in the same context where He teaches the disciples about prayer and the faith that moves mountains:


  
    Have faith in God. For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, “Be removed and be cast into the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. (Mark 11:22-25)

  


  As powerful and effective as prayer and faith are, even to the moving of mountains, if we do not forgive others, we are not in a position for God to hear us. When we do not forgive others, we are still in unrepentance and not yet ready to receive forgiveness. But when we learn to forgive, we are better able to hear the Father’s heart and pray in agreement with it. For His desire is to forgive, and when we pray in agreement with His will, we can know that He hears us, and knowing that He hears us, we can know that we will receive whatever we ask (1 John 5:14-15). Authentic prayer requires a forgiving heart.


  


  Authentic Fasting


  
    Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. (Matthew 6:16-18)

  


  When the hypocrites were fasting, they really wanted to look like they were fasting. For them, that was the whole point. If they could have gotten away with looking like they were fasting without actually having to fast, for them, that might have served just as well.


  At the beginning of His sermon, Jesus spoke comfort to those who mourn, that is, those who are grieved by sin and injustice. Fasting is a natural counterpart to mourning. He also declared blessing on those who hunger and thirst for righteousness — they shall be filled. That is the kind of fast that God rewards, as He said through the prophet Isaiah:


  
    Is this not the fast that I have chosen:

    To loose the bonds of wickedness,

    To undo the heavy burdens,

    To let the oppressed go free,

    And that you break every yoke?

    Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,

    And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out;

    When you see the naked, that you cover him,

    And not hide yourself from your own flesh?

    Then your light shall break forth like the morning,

    Your healing shall spring forth speedily,

    And your righteousness shall go before you;

    The glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.

    Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;

    You shall cry, and He will say, “Here I am.”



    (Isaiah 58:6-9)

  


  This is not a fast of sad countenances and facial contortions. It is not religious theater, a “Pious Playhouse” production. It is a fast that begins in the heart. When we fast to become more mindful of God’s priorities, so that we may better hear and obey His voice, it honors Him, and He honors it.


  It is not hard to look like you are fasting when you actually are. The real trick is to look like you are not, and that will help you keep your motives clear. The kingdom of Heaven on Earth requires authentic fasting — the hunger and thirst for righteousness.



  

  Authority and Discipleship in the Kingdom


  JESUS demonstrated the authority of Heaven on Earth by healing sicknesses and casting out demons. When He calmed the wind and waves, He showed that even the natural elements were subject to His kingdom (Matthew 8:23-27). Interspersed with these miraculous accounts are calls to discipleship, by which this authority would be multiplied in all the world.


  The coming of Heaven on Earth required much more than patching up the old way of doing things, the religious traditions that had gathered around the instruction God gave in the Old Testament. As Jesus said,


  
    No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved. (Matthew 9:16-17)

  


  New garments and wineskins were required because the least in the kingdom of Heaven on Earth is greater than even the greatest of Old Testament saints (Matthew 11:11). This, of course, brought opposition from those who enjoyed positions of power and influence through the old traditions that had bound up the ancient faith. Such resistance, however, can never defeat the work God is doing in the world. His kingdom overcomes all others but cannot itself be divided.


  Heaven on Earth is forcefully advancing, not by political cunning or physical violence, but by the message of the gospel. Those who have tenacious faith in the Lord Jesus are the ones who are laying hold of it and seeing it happen. Mere curiosity will gain nothing. It is only those who are serious in their commitment to Him who will walk in kingdom authority, prevail over the oppositions of satan and the religious spirit, and know the peace of Christ in this life.


  

  The Accessible Kingdom


  
    When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. (Matthew 8:1-3)

  


  In the Sermon of Heaven on Earth, Jesus taught them to pray, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” The kingdom of God is the will of God being done on earth just as it is being done in heaven. When Jesus came down from the mount, a leper came and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can heal me.” He had no doubt that Jesus had the power and authority to heal, but he wanted to know what was the will of God in the matter. Would cleansing him of leprosy demonstrate the will of God being done on earth as it is in heaven? This was the only time anyone asked Jesus if He was willing to heal, and He settled the question: “I am willing; be cleansed.” And the man was healed of leprosy.


  Jesus then went into Capernaum, where he met a Roman centurion who desired Him to heal his servant, who was at home, paralyzed. Jesus again demonstrated the willingness of heaven to be manifested on earth. “I will come and heal him,” He said (Matthew 8:5-13).


  Next, Jesus came to Peter’s house, where Peter’s mother-in-law was sick with fever. Jesus touched her hand and the fever left her (Matthew 8:14-15). That evening, people came to the house bringing many who were demonized and sick. Jesus cast out the demons and healed all who were sick (Matthew 8:16-17). It was the will of God being done on earth as it is in heaven.


  A little while later, Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee to the country of the Gergesenes, where He was met by two men who were violently demon-possessed, and He cast out the evil spirits (Matthew 8:28-34). Then He got back into the boat and came back across to His own town, where He healed a paralytic who was brought to Him by his friends. “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you,” He said. When some of the scribes fumed over this, thinking Jesus a blasphemer, He said,


  
    Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is easier to say, “Your sins are forgiven you,” or to say, “Arise and walk”? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins, — then He said to the paralytic “Arise, take up your bed and go to your house.”

  


  The man got up, took his bed and went home. The crowds marveled and gave God glory, because Jesus showed it was the will of God in heaven to release His power on earth to heal sickness and forgive sins (Matthew 9:1-8).


  Not long afterwards, a ruler in the synagogue asked Jesus to come home and lay His hand on his daughter so that she would live. Jesus was willing, so He got up and followed him. Along the way, a woman who suffered from constant bleeding came up behind Jesus to touch the hem of His garment. “Be of good cheer, daughter, your faith has made you well,” He told her, and the woman was healed. Jesus was completely willing for her to receive it. Arriving at the house of the synagogue ruler, Jesus went in and raised the dead girl to life, for it is the will of God in heaven that even the dead be restored on earth (Matthew 9:18-26).


  When Jesus left there, two blind men began to follow Him, crying out, “Son of David, have mercy on us.” Jesus stopped and said, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They answered, “Yes, Lord.” He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be to you.” They believed that He was both able and willing to grant their request, and they received their sight (Matthew 9:27-31).


  Then a man was brought to Him who was mute and demonized. Jesus cast out the demon and the man was able to speak. The crowds were amazed. “It was never seen like this in Israel.” But the Pharisees had no understanding of the will of God in heaven. They answered, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons” (Matthew 9:32-34).


  Jesus did not turn away anyone who came to Him in faith but granted them whatever they were seeking. For the kingdom of Heaven on Earth is the willingness of God to forgive sins, heal diseases and set the captives free.


  

  The Kingdom Received by Faith


  
    

    Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”


    And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”


    The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”


    When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”


    Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour. (Matthew 8:5-13)

  


  This account of Jesus healing the centurion’s servant has many things to teach us, about healing, authority and the dynamics of faith. But it also has something very important to teach us about the kingdom of Heaven on Earth.


  First, notice that this man who came to Jesus was a Roman soldier. In fact, he was a commander over many Roman soldiers. In other words, he was not of Israel, not of those who were given promise of the divine kingdom. However, he was a man who recognized and understood authority. More than that, he was a man who understood faith, and he put his faith in Jesus. In fact, Jesus described it as “great faith,” greater than any He had found in Israel. Here is a very remarkable thing: though this man was not of Israel, he had greater faith than those who were of Israel.


  That leads to the second important point. After commending this Roman centurion for his great faith, Jesus immediately uses it to make a powerful declaration about the kingdom of heaven: “And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” The kingdom of heaven will include those who will come from the east and west, that is, those who are not of Israel. They will “sit down” (the Greek word means to recline at table, as at a banquet) with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In other words, they will have an equal share in the kingdom.


  Then Jesus adds this surprising statement: “But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” The “sons of the kingdom” refers to those who by natural birth belong to those to whom the kingdom was promised. However, when the promise is not received by faith it has no power. As the author of Hebrews notes concerning those Israelites who were delivered in the Exodus, but later died in the wilderness instead of entering into the Promised Land, “So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief … For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it” (Hebrews 3:19; 4:2).


  The “sons of the kingdom” thought that the kingdom of heaven automatically belonged to them because of who they were, that they were of Israel. But the surprising turnabout is that, although many non-Israelites will enter into the kingdom, there will also be Israelites who will be cast out.


  The difference is all about faith. Those who, like the Roman centurion, recognize the authority of King Jesus and believe in Him, regardless of their ethnicity, will be received into full fellowship in His kingdom. Those who do not believe, who reject the King, will have no place in His kingdom. For the kingdom of Heaven on Earth is not received by rights of natural birth, but by faith.


  

  Following the King


  
    

    And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the other side. Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”


    Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” (Matthew 8:18-22)

    

    As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. (Matthew 9:9)

  


  What does it mean to follow the King? Matthew gives us three vignettes. The first is about a scribe, a teacher of the Law who was quite taken with Jesus and His message. He said, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever you go.” There is no reason to doubt that he meant it, at least as much as he understood it. But did he really know what he was asking? Jesus laid it out for him: “The Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” He was not speaking of a life of poverty, but a life lived on a different basis. Follow Jesus and there is no telling where you might end up. Where He was heading, there would also be a lot of persecution for Him and his disciples to endure (see Matthew 10:16-26). To follow Jesus is to step away from the security offered by the world and live in full dependence on Him.


  The second brief story is about “another of His disciples,” which would indicate that the scribe of the first story really was also a disciple of Jesus, at least at some level. This second disciple wanted to follow Jesus but first desired to go and bury his father. If he was the oldest son, it would have been his responsibility to do so. Since he was out in public, he was no longer in the private mourning period, which indicates that his father’s body had already been placed in the tomb. But it was the custom of Jews back then to go back a year later to gather up the bones and place them in a special stone box called an ossuary. That is likely what this man is referring to.


  However, in practical terms, “Let me bury my father,” meant, “Lord, I can’t follow you this year. Let me wait until next year.” Jesus answered, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” He was not speaking against the burial custom or the young man’s sense of responsibility to honor his father. He was directing the man to the proper perspective. Had not the young man heard Him preach earlier, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you”? That set the priority concerning everything, even family matters. “Follow Me,” Jesus said, and everything else that is needed will be properly tended. “Let the dead bury their own dead.” The man’s father would be reburied by those who stayed behind. It was a secondary matter, as are all things when the King has come. The main thing is to follow the King.


  A little later, Matthew tells of another call to follow Jesus — his own. Matthew was a tax collector, probably a customs agent, working for the Herodian system that was much despised by the Jewish people. He was sitting at his booth one day when Jesus came and said, “Follow Me.” We do not know how the first two men responded, whether or not they followed Jesus with a deeper understanding and commitment, but we do know about Matthew: “So he arose and followed Him.” We do not know the issues of his heart that brought him to his decision, but he decided to leave behind the security of his position and make the kingdom of God his priority.


  Matthew then threw a party for Jesus and His disciples (Luke 5:29 tells us this was at Matthew’s house), and many of his own friends and fellow tax collectors came, too. The Pharisees were once again offended. “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Though they were neither bold enough nor polite enough to ask Him directly, Jesus heard their remarks and said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Matthew 9:12-13).


  The kingdom of Heaven on Earth is not for those who deem themselves righteous but for those who recognize their need of repentance. The repentance required is not only about turning away from the works of darkness but also turning from the dead works of religion (sacrifice without mercy) to the “physician” of souls.


  To follow the King we must recognize our need of Him, give up the security of the world and depend on Him alone, and make His kingdom our priority. Those who do will find Heaven on Earth.


  

  Signs of the Kingdom


  
    Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. (Matthew 9:35)

  


  The ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ was to preach the “gospel of the kingdom,” the good news that the kingdom of heaven was now present on earth. He not only preached this, He also demonstrated it by healing every sickness and disease that was brought before Him. The kingdom of God had begun breaking into the world but Jesus now greatly desired to accelerate it:


  
    But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:36-38)

  


  The kingdom of Heaven on Earth is a kingdom of harvest. In the very next verse we see the Lord of the Harvest sending forth His laborers to do exactly what He Himself had been doing:


  
    And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease ... These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:1, 5-8)

  


  Just as Jesus went about announcing the kingdom of Heaven on Earth and displaying the signs of the kingdom, He chose His disciples and sent them out to do the same. He gave them power and authority to expel demonic spirits, heal all kinds of sickness and disease, even to raise the dead.


  When John the Baptist heard about the works of Christ being done, he sent two of his disciples to ask, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?”


  
    Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” (Matthew 11:4-6)

  


  Life, wholeness and freedom are the signs that the kingdom of heaven truly is present on earth. The Lord Jesus gives power and authority to all His disciples to bring forth these signs and gather in the harvest. They have all been performed many times over in the history of the Church and are coming forth with even greater frequency today.


  

  The Kingdom That Divides


  
    Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out. And when you go into a household

  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  The Kingdom That Makes One Great


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    	John the Baptist was greater than all of the Old Testament saints.


    	The least one in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Baptist.


    	Therefore, the least one in the kingdom of heaven is greater than all of the Old Testament saints.

  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    	It is the kingdom of the New Covenant, which is based on better promises (Hebrews 8:6) and instituted in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 22:20).


    	It is the kingdom of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). The Spirit of God only rested on the heroes of the Old Testament, and only on a few. In the New Covenant God has given His Spirit to dwell in every member as well as on them.


    	It is the kingdom of the greater works of Jesus. Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son” (John 14:12-13)

  


  

  

  The Kingdom Forcefully Advancing


  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  The Kingdom Hidden and Revealed


  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    

    

    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  The Kingdom of Sabbath Rest


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  
    	It was not lawful for David to eat the sacred bread, which was a special offering to the Lord to be eaten only by the priests. Yet the necessity of hunger prevailed. How much more would this be true of Jesus, who was recognized with the messianic title Son of David (Matthew 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9)? He accepted this designation, and even argued later that, not only was He the Son of David but He was also greater than David was because He was David’s Lord (Matthew 22:41-46).


    	It was not lawful to work on the Sabbath, and yet the priests of the Lord did not refrain from their work on that holy day. If the service of the Temple was exempt, then how much more would this be true of Jesus, who was greater than the Temple? On another occasion, He even compared His body to the Temple: “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:18-22).


    	God desires mercy more than sacrifice. That is what the Lord said by the prophet Hosea: “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” (Hosea 6:6). There is a principle that is greater than the requirement of the Law and that is the mercy of God.

  


  

  

  

  

  

  The Kingdom of Quiet Revolution


  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    

    
  


  

  

  

  The Undivided Kingdom


  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  The Kingdom of the Committed, Not the Curious


  
    

    

    
  


  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  
    
  


  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  
