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      When desire ignites in a place where secrets can’t stay buried…

      ★★★★★ “A slow burn done right. Forbidden love, powerful attraction, and a heroine reclaiming her life in the most beautiful way.”

      Before the contract.

      Before the vows.

      Before love becomes a battlefield.

      Award-winning author Mollie Mathews introduces the world of Love in Panama with this atmospheric, emotionally charged prequel, where desire sparks long before fate seals its terms.

      High in the misty hills of Boquete, Panama—where emerald coffee plantations cling to volcanic slopes and secrets run as deep as the roots in fertile soil—one woman’s inheritance sets everything in motion.

      Forty-four-year-old illustrator Mary-Anne Calder comes to Panama to settle her grandmother’s estate. She does not expect the land to claim her… or for a man to challenge everything she thought she knew about power, legacy, and herself.

      Drawn to a remote coffee plantation steeped in history and rivalry, she collides with Rafael Alvarez—emerald tycoon, billionaire hotelier, and a man whose presence is as intoxicating and dangerous as the land he protects. Commanding, enigmatic, and fiercely guarded, Rafael is everything Mary-Anne knows she should avoid—and everything her heart recognises.

      As heat builds beneath tropical skies, unspoken truths surface. Old loyalties strain. Family wounds reopen. And the land at the centre of it all begins to reveal just how much it demands in return.

      This is not the full love story—yet.

      This is the moment desire awakens.

      The moment lines are crossed.

      The moment everything becomes inevitable.

      Love in Panama: The Prequel is a lush, immersive introduction to a world of legacy, power, and slow-burn attraction—perfect for readers who crave escapism, emotional tension, and irresistible alpha heroes with hidden depths.

      The story continues in Love in Panama.

      

      YOU MAY ALSO ENJOY OTHER STANDALONE ROMANCES IN Mollie’S TRUE LOVE SERIES

      Love In Venice (Mauro and  Maggie) (3rd prize, Koru Excellence in Romance Award)

      Love In Mexico (Ruby and Oliver)

      Love In Sicily (Gianni and Kate)

      Love In Montana (Lizzie and Jack)

      Love in Tuscany (Lorenzo and Sophia)

      Love In Greece (Sophia and Aris)

      Love in Santorini (Helena And Damon)

      Love in Memphis (Cassidy and Ethan)
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      Psychology rules in this romance of personalities

      “I enjoyed reading “Love in Sicily," not only because the setting is one of my favorite places in the world. And not only because I enjoy a good, quick romantic read. This book is even more than just a romance. The survival guilt of the main character starts the psychology going that pulls you into the character of Kate. Her emotions are in full force every step of the way and keep you reading. So it is no surprise that when she meets Gianni emotions run high. And then we even learn a bit about Gianni's issues. I'll stop here so there are no spoiler alerts, except to say I was happy with the ending.  I appreciated the author's understanding of survivor guilt and have a feeling she did some research before writing the novel, which I really liked."

      
        
        ~ Amazon 5-Star Review

      

      

      

      A warmly romantic story

      "Love In Venice is a warmly romantic story. I loved that their hearts seemed to speak to each other almost from their first meeting. I love that we get to see how their lives unfold and their beautiful love for each other."

      
        
        ~ JoAnne W.

      

      

      

      “Love in Montana will grab you and keep you intrigued throughout. Lizzie went through so much upheaval, it was amazing the adjustments she made to her life. She is so talented and beautiful inside and out. Jack would do anything for those he loves, I loved watching him meet the obstacles put in his way. I absolutely loved the awesome ending I’m so glad it went the way it did.”

      

      
        
        ~ Amazon 5-Star Review
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      Mary-Anne Calder was forty-four years old, and some days she still caught herself thinking, I dream I’m on vacation. It’s the perfect career for me.

      It was a small affirmation, a private joke she whispered to herself when life felt especially tight, especially sharp. Vacation, she told herself, was the perfect vocation—beautiful places, soft mornings, long horizons. And yet here she was, three weeks before Christmas, standing in the kitchen of the house she had helped build and restore, while the man she had shared sixteen years with unraveled in front of her.

      Roger’s voice cracked the air like a whip.

      He was furious—at the banks, at the economy, at the world—but most of all, at her.

      He hurled his stress and rage as if they were stones, flung without thought or mercy. Every fear he carried, every failure he refused to face, landed squarely on Mary-Anne’s chest. She absorbed it as she always had. She had learned long ago how to be still, how to soften herself around his storms, how to make space for his anger so it would not become something worse.

      No matter how much she contributed.

      No matter how much she gave.

      No matter how she bent herself into peace.

      It was never enough.

      He blamed her for the downturn in his income. Blamed her for not generating enough money to replace it, as if the world had not changed after the pandemic. As if she had not tried to explain—carefully, calmly—that artificial intelligence had decimated her illustration career. For years, she had made a good living illustrating children’s books, pouring warmth and wonder into pages meant to make children feel safe.

      He did not listen.

      He never did.

      Instead, he blamed her for everything and took responsibility for nothing.

      She thought, dimly, I need to leave. But the thought frightened her almost as much as staying. This was her home. She had nowhere else to go.

      She turned away from him and let her eyes roam the space she knew better than her own body. The vast marble open-plan kitchen gleamed under soft afternoon light. Emerald-green chairs imported from Spain circled a bespoke architect-designed table—beautiful, expensive things she had never asked for. Beyond the glass, the lawn swept outward, rolling and manicured, trailing toward the edges of the nine-acre property they owned.

      Once, she had loved the wide horizon stretching across Puget Sound, the water shifting from steel gray to silver depending on the light. From Whidbey Island, the San Juans rose like distant promises—blue silhouettes that seemed close enough to reach, yet always just out of grasp. It had felt like possibility. Like breathing.

      Now it felt like too much.

      The beauty pressed in on her. The space magnified her loneliness. She needed courage. The kind her grandmother had once summoned—the kind that allowed a sixteen-year-old girl to leave everything she knew and chase a better life across the world
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