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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for a decade to every level and type of student, including every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm living in Vancouver and teaching English to a variety of students. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking or on the hunt for the most delicious kimchi I can find. 

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer teaching advice. I truly hope that you find this book useful and would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have (jb.business.online@gmail.com). 

If you want more ideas, games, tips and tricks for teaching English, be sure to join my email list: www.eslspeaking.org/subscribe.

Jackie Bolen around the Internet

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Instagram (www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen)

Pinterest (www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking)
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​How to Use This Book
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There are many ways to make use of this book. While it would be useful to read it from cover to cover, I don't expect many busy teachers to do that. Not to say that it wouldn't be useful of course! 

What I recommend is this: Read the tips on how to teach grammar, and then skim the activities to get an idea of what they are. Then, when teaching a unit on say the simple past or present perfect, come back to this book and you'll be able to quickly find an activity or two that'll fit perfectly into the lesson.

It's a nice book to have on the bookshelf in your office for lesson planning. Or, take it on your phone or tablet for lesson planning at a favourite coffee shop. Or, consider picking up a copy for the teacher's resource room at your school. Share this English teaching goodness with fellow teachers!

Most teachers use this book in conjunction with an ESL/EFL textbook of some kind. They are certainly quite useful when it comes to teaching grammar because everything is well-organized and follows a nice progression. However, they tend to be a bit dry in terms of activities. That's where this book can come in. Find something to use from this book as a quick warm-up, review activity, or for the free practice portion of the lesson. Students will love it! 

A quick note about language. I write as I talk and blog—informally. I like to have a conversation of sorts with my readers. There are contractions throughout the book and I use ESL to cover the whole umbrella of ESL/EFL/TEFL/TESOL.
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​How to Teach Grammar
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If you want to know some tips for teaching English grammar, then you're definitely in the right place. We'll get to the tips first, and then the activities and games. 

​Tip #1: Avoid Rocking the Chalk

When I did the CELTA course, I did what I thought was a very student-centred lesson. After all, the students were talking with each other most of the time, instead of me standing at the front and talking. I acted as a facilitator more than anything else and I patted myself on the back for a job well done.

Except during the feedback part, my tutor said that my presentation of the language was student-centred to the extreme. I presented all the finer points of the specific English grammar point. I answered questions like a pro. And then I went over the answers to the practice part of the lesson like a champ. 

He challenged me to try a self-discovery style of grammar lesson next time. And not to be up at the front of the class talking, with a piece of chalk in my hand for a large amount of the class.

So I did! Instead of lecturing my students on the finer points of English grammar, I made up a worksheet that pointed out the rules with some examples. Students worked through it and then we convened at the end. When they had a few problems, I made note of the important things and the exceptions to the rules they discovered. 

Of course, anyone who teaches children knows that it can be difficult to get them to focus on something for more than a few minutes. This style of teaching is one way to work with that tendency instead of trying to fight against it. Most children can work through a challenging worksheet more effectively than they can listen to a teacher talk about English grammar for five minutes in a language that isn't their own! 

The results of this kind of teaching? It worked well in terms of students grasping the specific grammar point quickly and easily and this is how I've taught most grammar lessons since then. This is especially true for things students have likely seen before. For example, the simple past or “be” verbs. 

Also, consider trying the “test-teach-test” approach if students have seen the specific grammatical point before. Give students a little test before teaching them formally in any way. Then, look at the answers together and teach students the things that they're a bit shaky on. To finish up, give another test of sorts to see if they've improved. And of course, point out any mistakes they've made. 

Try out some of these ideas for more student-centered teaching! Remember, the less we're at the front of the classroom talking, the better it is for students!

​Tip #2: Repetition is Key for Language Learning

In an ideal world, we'd teach students something and they'd remember it forever. The bad news is that this never happens. Students have to see and use grammar at least a few times before it becomes even a little bit familiar. It'll need to be repeated and applied at least 20 or 30 times before it becomes easy to use and remember. 

I certainly consider it a win if students leave my class with 10 solid things they can hold onto, instead of 50 things that they only kind of know. To this end, in all my classes and especially with children, I aim for lots of review. I generally do this at the end of the class, as well as the beginning of each one.

​Tip #3: Textbook vs No Textbook for Grammar Teaching

When teaching English, it can be tempting to not use a textbook. After all, they're boring, right? However, this isn't usually the case if the textbook is chosen well, and not using a book is generally something I'll avoid. 

Why? A whole lot of people smarter than myself have spent years of their lives putting this comprehensive set of lessons together that I can use. They build upon previous ones and recycle grammar and vocabulary. The good textbooks start with the easy stuff first and get into the more difficult grammar objectives later. Kind of like how we naturally learn language as children.

What I usually do is loosely base my lessons around something from a textbook series. I'll use the reading or listening, and then some of the practice exercises. But, for the last half of my class, I'll use some games or activities of my choosing that are related to the grammar point. It's a nice mix and students appreciate having a bit of both I think. At the very least, use something from the book because if the parents have paid for it and the students have brought it to class, nobody will be happy if you're not using it! Even terrible terrible ESL textbooks have a few good things in each chapter.

​Tip #4: Teach Students How to Ask Questions

One of the biggest problems my lower-level students have is knowing how to ask questions, especially of the follow-up variety. They're pretty decent at answering the basics like:

"What's your name?"

"Where are you from?"

"What's your favourite _____?"

But once that question is finished, they have no tools for asking a follow-up question. In English conversation, if one can't ask appropriate questions it's awkward and not a conversation at all.

It's easy to fall into the habit of asking questions as the teacher with students answering them. But this is often counter-productive to a student-centred learning space. 

For example, think about the warm-up from class today. Did it consist almost exclusively of teacher-generated questions? It's easier in the short term for teachers, but it's totally and completely ineffective if our goal is to prepare students for the real world of talking to people.

Also, think about your latest grammar lessons. I'm sure it covered the positive form (I like apples.), but did it also cover the negative (He doesn't like apples.) and the question form (Do they like apples?) Don't forget, or skip over these things because they're equally important. 

Here are a few quick tips to get students
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