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ABOUT THIS SERIES

This monthly discipleship series is devoted to exploring the riches of salvation (soteria) in Jesus Christ. The purpose of the series is simple: to help believers see, understand, and rest in what God has done for them in Christ. 

Rather than presenting everything in one large volume, these writings unfold gradually—one small book at a time—so that each theme can be considered carefully, prayerfully, and repeatedly. 

The series explores the foundations of the gospel and salvation, principles for understanding Scriptures, the grace of God, justification by faith, forgiveness of sins, how to live a life worthy of the Lord, and the assurance of salvation—the very thing that inspired its writing. 

Each volume builds on the previous one, guiding the reader step by step toward a deeper appreciation of the salvation that God has given us in His Son.  

The mission of this ministry is preaching the true gospel of God's grace and making disciples of Jesus Christ. Our vision is to establish many discipleship groups across the globe, filled with people who rest in what Christ has done for them and live lives transformed by the Holy Spirit. 

I pray that this book series blesses you and those around you, and that your giving continues to support the discipleship vision behind these writings. 

This first volume, First Things First, lays the groundwork for everything that follows. Before we move into deeper discussions about salvation, we must begin with the right posture of heart and the right approach to God’s Word. In the first chapter, we consider the blessedness of trusting the testimony of God concerning His Son. In the second chapter, we reflect on a few essential principles for understanding the Scriptures rightly. 

Together, these chapters prepare the reader to approach the subject of salvation with humility, faith, and clarity as the journey through this series continues.  

If this volume blesses you, I kindly ask that you honor the work by sharing it with others in the proper way. Rather than forwarding the book itself, please encourage them to obtain their own copy. 

If you have questions, reflections, a desire for further conversation, teaching and discipleship, you are warmly invited to reach out to me.  

My hope is not merely that these pages would be read, but that through them we might grow together in grace and in the knowledge of Christ, in the salvation He has freely given us.  

I look forward to hearing from you soon.  
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A WORD TO THE READER

Dear reader, 

Thank you for taking the time to read this small book. In a world filled with many voices, ideas, and distractions, choosing to sit down and reflect on the things of Christ is no small matter. My prayer is that these pages will help you see more clearly the beauty of the gospel and the greatness of the salvation God has given us in His Son. 

These writings are not meant to be read hurriedly or merely as information to collect. I encourage you to read slowly, to pause at the Scriptures, to reflect, and even to return to certain sections more than once. The subject we are considering—salvation in Jesus Christ—is too rich and too glorious to be rushed. May the Holy Spirit use these reflections to strengthen your faith, deepen your joy in Christ, and anchor your heart in the assurance of the grace of God. 

As you read, remember that this journey is not meant to be walked alone. If something in these pages raises questions, encourages you, or leads you to desire further conversation or discipleship, you are warmly invited to reach out. My hope is not only that you would understand these truths, but that together we would grow in the knowledge of Christ and in the freedom that comes from knowing our Savior. 

May the Lord bless you as you read, and may your heart be continually drawn to the One who loved us and gave Himself for us. The One who has been speaking from the beginning of time—same author, same message, same truth, same mission—using different pens since Moses; and this time it is I, your friend and brother, 
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There is something peculiar about how the apostles and the early Christian community viewed things after the appearance of Christ, especially after His death and resurrection. When Christ rose from the dead (c.33 A.D.), the believers’ view of the Scriptures (the Old Testament writings), themselves, other human beings, life, and the entire human history took a significant change. They began to see one thing, or rather, one person as the center and focus of everything. 

In a shocking and breathtaking way, they started making sense of all the activity of God from the creation of the world (Genesis 1), to that moment in time, and to the anticipated future (the one we now live in and the one to come)— that it was all centered around this one person. They saw that the past, the present, and the future; all hinged on the events of Christ’s death and resurrection. The events that would not only change them, but also change the whole world. 

The entire human history rests on those events that took place in three days— the most important three days of all time. All of human history from creation had been leading to the death and resurrection of Christ, and all of human history after that has been shaped by the death and resurrection of Christ. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews, for example, viewed the time he was writing the book (A.D. 60’s) as the “last days” which began with the coming of Jesus Christ, who perfectly revealed the Father (Hebrews 1:1-3). 

When you read the book of Hebrews, you will agree with me that the author shared this view with his audience and the entire general Christian community of his time.

This drastic shift of the early Christians’ view of things was undoubtedly first impressed on their hearts by Christ Himself. Upon His resurrection, the Lord Jesus began to teach His disciples the interpretation of all of Scripture (and by implication, of all history) in the light of Himself. “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 

After that conversation with Jesus, the disciples were filled with joy and said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32). I find the this testimony of the disciples to be interesting. 

Those disciples were Jewish. They grew up reading the Scriptures every day for years. But they experienced something on that day that they had never experienced before. When you begin to view the Scriptures, history, time, the world, and yourself in the light of Jesus Christ, you begin to experience the abundant life that Jesus Christ gives. 

Now, since the mission of Jesus Christ was to “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), therefore, like Simeon in Luke 2:30, we cannot separate Jesus from what he came to accomplish: salvation. Jesus is salvation. Salvation is in Jesus (1 John 5:11). 

The Father is only revealed in the Son (Matthew 11:25-27), and the Son is clearly understood through His work of salvation. That is why cannot understand God properly and experience Him well if you do not grasp and appreciate the riches of what Christ came to do. This is what makes the subject of salvation so important and so crucial. 

If Jesus is the center of all human history, salvation is the thread that makes the fabric of that history, decorates all of reality, and colors every human culture, woven as the deepest longing of every human heart. 

Yes, I guarantee you this: in the heart of every human being there is a cry for a savior. A cry for an escape and a rescue— something to get us out of the misery we find ourselves in. Some of these miseries are unseen, buried deep within our souls, driving us to do the things we do. 

One person pays a lot of money for a regular cup of tea at a very expensive restaurant, just so he can feel valuable. Another throws herself at night clubs and alcohol, because that’s where her friends are. And another one sleeps with every woman he can find, because it makes him feel powerful as a man. All these individuals are looking for value, acceptance and belonging, and strength in all the wrong places. The truth is, we are all like them in our own way (Romans 3:23). 

There is a longing for a certain ‘bliss’ in all our hearts that nothing in this world seems to satisfy. Bad character, divorce, poverty, life struggles, diseases, rejection and loneliness, witches and wizards, addictions, powerlessness, death, and all the evil and the injustice of this world are things we want to get away from. 

But all of them, no matter what they are, originate and are deeply rooted in this one thing: sin—the common denominator of all human problems, and the very thing Jesus came to save us from (1 Timothy 1:15). 

It is sin that made a government leader eat the money he was supposed to use for building a proper school in a certain village. So the kids there grew up without education and turned to theft and terrorism for survival. And now many families mourn because they lost their properties and loved ones to theft and murder. Then a number of kids in these families now grew up without a parent, and turned to be difficult husbands and bitter wives. 

It is sin that made the husband cheat on his wife to find comfort in another woman, because the wife is too nagging. It is also sin that made the wife nag her husband to exhaustion, because he is not as tender to her as he used be. Both of them turned to something else other than God, to help them deal with the problems they see in each other. 

Friend, the “bliss” we all long for is only found in
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