
Is Jesus Christ God?

A Comprehensive Exploration of the Divinity of Christ

By Alphonsus Tan



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      IS JESUS CHRIST GOD?

    

    
      First edition. July 4, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Alphonsus Tan.

    

    
    
      Written by Alphonsus Tan.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Foreword

Chapter One: The Question That Changes Everything

Chapter Two: Historical Evidence for Jesus of Nazareth

Chapter Three: What Jesus Said About Himself

Chapter Four: The Miracles of Jesus

Chapter Five: The Testimony of the Early Church

Chapter Six: Old Testament Prophecy and Its Fulfillment

Chapter Seven: The Philosophical Case for the Incarnation

Chapter Eight: Responding to Objections

Chapter Nine: The Transformed Lives Argument

Chapter Ten: Making the Decision

Sign up for Alphonsus Tan's Mailing List

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Foreword
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Throughout human history, no question has provoked more profound reflection, more heated debate, and more life-changing consequences than this: Is Jesus Christ God? Billions of people across two millennia have staked their entire lives — and their eternity — on the answer to this question. Wars have been fought over it. Empires have been transformed by it. Men and women have given up everything they owned, and even their very lives, because of how they answered it.

This book is an invitation to think carefully, honestly, and deeply about this question. We will not shy away from the hard questions. We will examine the historical evidence, the philosophical arguments, the internal witness of Scripture, and the testimony of transformed lives. Whether you are a devoted Christian seeking to strengthen your faith, a skeptic who finds the claim of divine incarnation implausible, or simply a curious person who wants to understand what billions believe and why, this book is written for you.

The question of Jesus Christ's divinity is not merely an academic puzzle. It is the most consequential question any human being can face. If Jesus is not God, then Christianity collapses as a world religion, and billions are engaged in a grand delusion. But if Jesus is God — if the eternal Creator of the universe truly stepped into human history in the person of Jesus of Nazareth — then nothing can be more important than coming to terms with that reality.

I write as someone who has wrestled with this question personally. I grew up in Singapore, in a culture where Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Hinduism, and Christianity coexist side by side. I encountered the claims of Christ not as a birthright but as a challenge. I had to ask for myself: Who is this Jesus? Is He who He claimed to be? And the journey of that asking transformed my life.

This book represents the fruit of years of study, reflection, and prayer. I am convinced that the evidence — historical, philosophical, and experiential — points clearly to the divinity of Jesus Christ. But I invite you to examine the evidence yourself, to weigh the arguments, and to arrive at your own considered conclusion. Truth, I believe, has nothing to fear from honest inquiry.
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Chapter One: The Question That Changes Everything
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It was the Roman governor Pontius Pilate who asked the question in its most immediate and politically charged form: "What shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" (Matthew 27:22). But the deeper question — the one that underlies all the political maneuvering, the religious controversy, and the human drama of that first-century trial — is the one that Jesus Himself posed to His disciples in a quiet moment near Caesarea Philippi: "Who do you say that I am?" (Matthew 16:15).

Every person who has ever heard of Jesus of Nazareth must eventually answer that question. We cannot remain forever neutral. The historical figure of Jesus is too well-attested, His claims too radical, and His influence too enormous for any thoughtful person to simply shrug and move on. C.S. Lewis, the brilliant Oxford scholar and literary critic who himself moved from atheism to Christianity, made this point memorably in his book Mere Christianity. Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, the forgiver of sins, the judge of all humanity. Such claims, Lewis argued, leave us with only three logical possibilities: Jesus was a liar who knew His claims were false; He was a lunatic who sincerely but incorrectly believed He was God; or He is Lord — the claims are true and He is who He said He is.

Lewis's famous "trilemma" has been challenged and refined by subsequent thinkers, but its core logic remains sound. The claims Jesus made about Himself are simply not the kind of claims a good but merely human teacher would make. When a rabbi or a philosopher makes ethical pronouncements, he says "The truth is..." or "The tradition teaches..." or "The wise say..." Jesus said "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). He did not point to truth; He claimed to be truth. He did not offer a path to God; He claimed to be the path. This is either the most audacious claim in human history or the most true.

Before we examine the specific evidence for Christ's divinity, it is worth pausing to consider why this question matters so much. We live in an age that prizes tolerance and is suspicious of absolute claims. Many people today feel that all religions are equally valid paths to the same divine reality, that what matters is sincere devotion rather than specific doctrine. Can't we simply admire Jesus as a great moral teacher and be done with it?

The problem with this comfortable position is that Jesus Himself does not allow it. If we take His words seriously — and any honest engagement with the Gospel accounts requires this — we find a figure who made claims so specific and so absolute that mild admiration becomes logically impossible. Jesus claimed to be the unique Son of God, to have existed before Abraham (John 8:58), to have the authority to forgive sins (Mark 2:5-7), and to be the only way of salvation (John 14:6). He accepted worship (Matthew 28:17, John 20:28). He declared that on the last day He would judge all humanity (Matthew 25:31-46).

These are not the claims of a great moral teacher who placed humility and service at the center of ethics. They are claims that demand a verdict: either Jesus is exactly who He said He is, or He is not the great teacher we imagined Him to be.

This book will argue that Jesus is indeed who He claimed to be — the eternal Son of God, fully divine and fully human, the second person of the Holy Trinity. We will examine this claim through multiple lenses: the historical reliability of the Gospel accounts, the Old Testament prophecies that Jesus fulfills, the nature of His miracles, His Resurrection from the dead, the testimony of His earliest followers, and the philosophical coherence of the doctrine of the Incarnation.
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Chapter Two: Historical Evidence for Jesus of Nazareth
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Before we can ask whether Jesus is God, we must first establish that He existed as a historical figure. This might seem unnecessary — nearly all serious historians today accept that Jesus of Nazareth was a real person who lived in first-century Palestine. But in an age of internet skepticism, the "mythicist" view that Jesus never existed has gained some popular traction, so it is worth addressing briefly before we proceed to the more substantial questions.

The evidence for Jesus as a historical figure is, in fact, remarkably strong. We have multiple independent sources — Christian and non-Christian — that attest to his existence within the first century of the common era. The four canonical Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) provide detailed narrative accounts of his life, ministry, death, and resurrection. The letters of the Apostle Paul, many of which date to the 50s CE — within twenty to twenty-five years of the crucifixion — provide additional early testimony, including his claim to have personally met James, the brother of Jesus (Galatians 1:19).

Beyond Christian sources, we have important non-Christian attestations. The Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, writing around 93-94 CE, mentions Jesus twice in his Antiquities of the Jews. The more famous passage (Antiquities 18.3.3) has been partially interpolated by Christian scribes, but most scholars believe it contains an authentic core reference to Jesus. The second passage (Antiquities 20.9.1) refers to "James the brother of Jesus who was called Christ" — and this passage is virtually universally accepted as authentic. The Roman historian Tacitus, writing around 116 CE, mentions in his Annals (15.44) that Christians derived their name from "Christus, who had been executed in the reign of Tiberius by the procurator Pontius Pilate." Pliny the Younger, writing around 112 CE, describes Christians worshipping "Christ as a god."

These non-Christian sources are significant because they have no theological stake in affirming the existence of Jesus. Josephus was a Jewish historian who survived the Jewish-Roman War and was not a Christian. Tacitus regarded Christianity as a "destructive superstition." Yet both attest to the historical reality of Jesus and to key facts about him — that he was crucified under Pilate, that he had followers who persisted in their devotion even after his death.

The historical Jesus of Nazareth, then, is well-attested. He was a Galilean Jew who was baptized by John the Baptist, gathered disciples, conducted a teaching and healing ministry, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and became the center of a religious movement that spread rapidly through the Roman Empire. All serious historians accept these basic facts, regardless of their views on the theological questions.

Now, the more challenging historical question: Did Jesus rise from the dead? And did He claim to be God? These questions require careful examination of the primary sources — primarily the Gospels and the letters of Paul — and honest engagement with the historical-critical methods that scholars have developed for assessing ancient texts.

The Gospels were written within living memory of the events they describe. The earliest Gospel, Mark, is generally dated to around 65-70 CE — within forty years
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