
		
			[image: ]
		
	
		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			Copyright © 2026 Brenda Ann Bense

			First edition 2026

			All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or any information storage or retrieval system without permission from the copyright holder.

			The Author has made every effort to trace and acknowledge sources/resources/individuals. In the event that any images/information have been incorrectly attributed or credited, the Author will be pleased to rectify these omissions at the earliest opportunity.

			The Bible Version Utilised is the New International Version (NIV) 

			Published by Brenda Ann Bense using Reach Publishers’ services, 

			P O Box 1384, Wandsbeck, South Africa, 3631

			Edited by Ruby Atsise for Reach Publishers

			Cover designed by Reach Publishers

			Website: www.reachpublishers.org

			E-mail: reach@reachpublishers.org

			[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

			Brenda Bense

			fhbense@gmail.com

			Illustrations by Lesley. C. Cornwell

		

		
			This book is dedicated to our children and grandchildren. 

			Should the Lord tarry then may they continue spreading the message until He comes 

			The Story of the Bible

			God’s story is found in a book called the Bible.

			The story in the Bible is a true story. The people in the story really lived, and the things they did really happened.

			Over many years, God helped people to write down His story. Because God is the Author of the Bible, we can believe what the Bible says.

			God wants every person to know His story because it is the most important story ever told.

			Chapter 1 

			In the Beginning

			The story begins in the book of Genesis, which means ‘beginning’. It tells us that God made the heavens and the earth and all living things in the world. 

			God is all-powerful, and He made the world and filled it with animals, birds, fish, insects, flowers and trees. He also made the mountains, the stars, the moon, the sun and the sea.

			Just by looking at God’s beautiful world, we know that someone must have made it, and the Bible tells us that God made it, and it only took Him six days! God also made the first two people to live on the earth. God made a man, Adam, and then a woman, whom Adam named Eve. 

			The Bible says that all people in the world come from Adam and Eve.

			Now Adam and Eve were very special to God. They were different from all the other living things that God had created. 

			Adam and Eve could talk to God and know Him as their friend.

			God also made them to be able to love Him and trust Him. But they could also choose not to love Him or trust Him.

			So in the beginning, God put Adam and Eve into His beautiful world to take care of it.

			God loved Adam and Eve very much, and God was pleased with everything that He had made—it was very good. 
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			Chapter 2

			The Angels

			God had also made angels when He made the heavens and the earth.

			God made thousands and thousands of angels. They are God’s messengers, and they were made to love and serve God. 

			But just like God allowed Adam and Eve to choose to trust Him, God also allowed the angels to choose to love and obey Him or not. 

			One of the leaders of the angels, whose name was Lucifer, chose not to obey God. He wanted to take God’s place and be God! 

			So when Lucifer chose not to obey God, he was choosing to be separate from God. He became God’s enemy and is now known as Satan.

			Many of the angels followed Satan. These are now known as demons. There are many more angels who love and serve God than there are demons.

			God has prepared a place for Satan and his followers, and one day they will be thrown into the lake of fire, where they will be forever and ever.

			Chapter 3

			The Choice

			Adam and Eve lived happily in the Garden of Eden. It was God’s garden, and it had everything that they needed to live. 

			God walked and talked with them, and they were His special friends. 

			God had made Adam and Eve, and He knew what was best for them. God warned them that if they chose not to listen to Him and trust someone else, they would be choosing separation from God just as Satan and the demons had done. 

			Separation from God means death. Sometimes, when the word ‘death’ is used in the Bible, it means no longer being God’s friend. It also means that our bodies cannot live forever, and we will stay separated from God after we die.

			One day, Satan came into the garden. He used a snake to speak to Eve. Demons can use people or animals to speak and do evil things.

			Satan said to Eve that if she listened to him instead of God, she would not die but that she would become like God. 

			She would be wise like God and be able to make her own decisions and be able to live her life like she wanted to without worrying about God and His ways.

			Sadly, Eve believed Satan, and so did Adam. From that time on, their friendship with God changed. 

			Trusting someone else instead of God is what the Bible calls sin.

			Sin is ‘not believing’ God! Because Adam and Eve listened to and trusted Satan, he was now in charge of them and the whole world.

			Under Satan’s rule, sickness, disease and difficulties came into the world. Bad behaviour also followed because Adam and Eve had turned away from God. 

			So we can see from this part of the story that Adam and Eve’s first sin was not trusting God. From this first sin came all other sins, like lying, stealing, murdering, gossiping, hurting others and many more.

			This was a very sad thing that happened. The Bible tells us that all people come from Adam and Eve, and because of that, we are all born separated from God and are under Satan’s rule. 

			Chapter 4

			God’s Promise

			Is there a way for people to be friends with God again?

			Yes!

			God had just the rescue plan to bring Adam and Eve back into friendship with Him.

			God covered Adam and Eve with the skin of an animal. This means that the animal must have first been killed.

			This may sound very sad, but God was showing them that the result of sin—not believing Him—is death.

			By doing this, God was revealing something of His real plan to make people His friends again.

			This plan would only happen sometime far into the future. God was going to send a very special Man into the world.

			This Man would also die, and His death would save all those who trust in Him. 

			God also told Satan that this special Man would destroy Satan’s control over people and the world. 

			Sadly, Adam and Eve had to leave God’s perfect garden, so God used an angel to send Adam and Eve away.

			He wanted them to trust Him and His promise to send this special Man.

			This Man would be the Saviour of the world. 
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			Chapter 5

			Cain and Abel

			The story continues. Adam and Eve had many children. Their first two children were called Cain and Abel. 

			Adam and Eve must have taught their children about God and His Promise and what offerings to bring to God.

			Abel killed an animal and offered it to God. 

			God was pleased with Abel’s offering because it showed that he trusted God by coming to God in the right way.

			Cain brought vegetables as an offering to God. This showed that he did not trust in God or His way.

			God was not pleased with Cain and his offering, and this made him jealous of his brother.

			Cain was so jealous of his brother that he killed him.

			Even though Abel died, the Bible tells us that he went to be with God because he had believed in God. 
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			Chapter 6

			The Flood

			Adam and Eve had many more children, and their children had children, and over many years the world was filled with people. Sadly, these people were doing bad and hurtful things because they were born separated from God. They didn’t trust God, and this made God very sad. 

			God decided to send a flood to cover the whole world to destroy all living things. 

			But there was one man named Noah who trusted and listened to God. One day, God told Noah that He was going to send a flood and told him to build a big boat called an ark. 

			Noah believed God and did what God said. 

			It took many years for Noah and his sons to build the ark. 

			When the ark was finished, God sent two of every kind of living creature, male and female, that lived on the earth into the ark.

			God told Noah and his family to go into the ark, and God closed the door behind them.

			Then God sent rain for 40 days and 40 nights, and the whole earth was covered with water.

			All living creatures died, except for Noah, his family and the animals that were safely in the ark.

			About a year after the flood, the land was dry again, and Noah and his family and all the animals were able to leave the ark.

			Noah had faith in God, so he obeyed God, and he and his family were rescued from the flood.
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			God put a rainbow in the sky as a sign of His promise never to cover the whole world with water again.

			The story continues and tells us that all people come from Noah and his family. 

			God told them to have many children and to fill the earth once more.

			God gave the people many different languages, and this is why we have different nations and cultures in the world today. 
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			Chapter 7

			Abraham

			Even after the flood, God had not forgotten His promise to send the special Man, the Saviour.

			God spoke to a man named Abram. He told him to leave his home and his country and go to another land, which God had chosen for him. This land was called Canaan, or the Promised Land.

			Abram trusted God and obeyed Him.

			God also gave Abram a promise that he would have a big family and they would become a great nation. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, which means ‘father of nations’.

			The special Man, the Saviour, was going to come through Abraham’s family. 

			Even though Abraham and his wife Sarah were very old at this time, God made it possible for them to have a baby. They called him Isaac.

			Isaac grew up, and one day God told Abraham to take Isaac up a mountain and to kill him as an offering to God. 

			Even though this was hard for Abraham, he trusted God, and so he obeyed Him.

			Abraham took Isaac up the mountain, but before he could do what God had said, an angel of God said to Abraham, “Abraham! Abraham! Do not kill your son. God has seen your trust and obedience.”

			Then Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush nearby. God had given Abraham the ram to kill in the place of Isaac. 

			God’s promised Saviour would also die in our place, just as the ram died in the place of Isaac.
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			Chapter 8

			Jacob

			Isaac later married a young woman called Rebekah and had two sons named Esau and Jacob.

			Jacob trusted in God and His ways, but Esau did not. One night, God gave Jacob a dream. In that dream, there were angels walking up and down a ladder that reached from the sky to the ground. At the top of the ladder was a Man. God was showing Jacob that people could be joined back to God by trusting in the promised Saviour.

			Jacob later married and had 12 sons. God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. 

			Israel and his family lived in the land of Canaan, which God had given to Abraham.
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			Chapter 9

			Joseph

			Israel’s favourite son was named Joseph. 

			As a young boy, Joseph trusted in God, and God spoke to him in dreams and showed him things that he did not always understand.

			Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him and wanted to kill him. But instead, they decided to sell him as a slave.

			So Joseph was taken away to a land called Egypt, and he worked there as a slave.

			Life was very hard for Joseph, but he still trusted God and believed that God had a plan for him. He was even thrown into jail for something he did not do.

			At this time, God gave the king of Egypt a dream, which the king did not understand. 

			God helped Joseph to understand the king’s dream.

			The dream was that there would be seven years to grow a lot of food, followed by seven years when no food could grow because there would be no rain.

			Because God helped Joseph to understand the dream and explain the meaning to the king, the king was very happy with Joseph and gave him an important job to do in Egypt.
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			Joseph made the farmers grow extra food so that when the seven bad years came, there would be enough food for everyone to eat.

			Joseph’s brothers, who still lived in the land of Canaan, were also without food.

			They heard that there was a lot of food in Egypt and went there to buy some for their families.

			They came to Joseph and bowed down to him and asked to buy food from him.

			Joseph began to understand the dreams that God had given him as a young boy.

			In those dreams, God had shown him that his family would bow down to him.

			At first, the brothers did not know that they were speaking to Joseph, their own brother whom they had sold as a slave.

			Joseph then told his brothers who he was, and he forgave them for what they had done to him.

			Joseph knew that God had planned for him to be in Egypt so that he could help his brothers and invite them to live with him in Egypt. 

			So Joseph rescued the family of Israel from hunger and can be seen as the saviour of his family.

			God’s promised Saviour will rescue all who come to Him for help.

			The Israelites continued to live in Egypt for a long time, even after Joseph died.

			The Israelites had many children and soon became a large nation.

			Remember the promise that God made to Abraham?

			God said that Abraham would become the father of a great nation. That promise had now come true.
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			Chapter 10

			Moses

			Four hundred years passed, and the king ruling in
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