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 Recycled Denim Crazy Patchwork Quilt

Recycling clothing has become an accepted thing to
do, so we no longer discard garments and trash them like we used to
do; instead we find new ways of using the good parts of the fabric.
I think this a marvelous idea it teaches the younger generation to
be thrifty with their clothing and to see potential in worn out or
out-of-fashion garments.

Shirts of all descriptions, especially T-shirts have
great potential to be used for making either an article of clothing
or household items. Worn denim jeans are most likely the most
popular recycled garments on the planet. There are so many creative
ways to use denim. I decided to use my stash of worn denim jeans to
make a quilt, ideal for a boy’s bedroom or the family room.
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To make the project easier I decided to make a
quilt-as-you-go quilt. This means that each block can be quilted
separately and once all the blocks are completed one can commence
joining them together.

This method is easier when you are making a double
sized quilt or when the fabric is very heavy – as the case is with
denim.


Materials you will require to make
your recycled denim
quilt

 You will require a stash
of denim jeans, any size or shade of blue or black – the amount of
jeans will depend on the size of the quilt you will be making.
Denim jackets are also good for recycling. In most countries you
will find worn jeans going for low prices at the local charity
stores. It will be worth your while to purchase a few pairs of
denim jeans to complete you project and at the same time you will
be supporting your favorite charity.

Fabric for backing the quilt – you will have to
figure out how much yardage you will require when you have decided
on the size of your quilt. Use a good quality cotton fabric any
color of your choice. I purchased cotton curtain lining, which is
wide and is good value for money.

Batting – the same yardage as for the backing of the
quilt

A large pair of sharp cutting out scissors

Sewing machine with needle suitable for sewing
through denim

A walking foot for your sewing machine to keep the
layers of material from shifting while you are quilting
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An over-locking sewing machine

Strong sewing thread

For the embroidery, I used No 8 crochet cotton in
white

Embroidery needle

Thimble

Tape measure

Ruler and fabric marker to cut the fabric
straight

Quilting thread for hand quilting if you prefer to
hand quilt


Cutting the jeans into useable
sizes of fabric

 This is quite a big job,
so make sure you have a sharp pair of scissors and a quick-unpick /
seam ripper to make it easier.

Remove the zipper or cut out the small section around
the zipper and save this job for another day. Jeans zippers are
strong and can always be re-used for another project.

Most of the jeans are re-useable – the crotch area in
many cases has to be discarded because of wear and tear and the
fabric is often too thin to re-use.

[image: tmp_7c4a9f31e82b25355c2c9401e1ae64d8_UuLjQN_html_m14b0f90d.jpg]

With a marker draw a square around the back pockets –
allowing sufficient fabric for seams. Cut out

Repeat for front pockets
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Cut the legs of the jeans off in line with the crotch
section, cutting away any worn and frayed areas

Cut the legs of a few of the jeans open along the
inside seams
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You will now have lengths of denim fabric with flat
seams down the middle

Cut the legs of a few of the jean open next to the
flat seams and you will end up with lengths of denim fabric with a
seam down the middle
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Using a ruler cut the legs straight from top to
bottom – it makes it easier to cut patches from the denim when it
has been cut straight


Seams with a difference

 Cut off the hems at the bottom of the
jeans leaving about ½ inch above the stitching line to allow for a
seam. Use these strips the same way you would use piping when
joining to sections together. Pin the hem strip between 2 pieces of
fabric, baste close to the edge of the hem and stitch by machine.
It’s a good idea to use a zipper foot to get close enough to the
edge of the hem.
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Cut the top section of the band off straight if the
band is shaped or curved.
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Stitch the pocket openings closed by machine
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Cut off the pocket sections at the back
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Using white embroidery thread of your choice – I used
No 8 crochet
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Binding the top and bottom edges:
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