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Hello, courageous reader, 




and welcome to this guide 




to the Hinterlands! 




FOR 

THOSE WHO DON’T KNOW ME, MY NAME IS 

SALLY, 

and 




I’m the Pumpkin Queen of Halloween Town, one of the towns in the 




holiday grove. Recently, I’ve begun to rule the town side by side with 




my beloved Jack Skellington. I love moonlit strolls in the cemetery, 




spider stew, and things that go bump in the night. I especially love 




Halloween, the special night every year when Jack and I, along with the 




rest of the town, put on the most eerie extravaganza, filled with tricks, 




treats, and an overabundance of scares. As our mayor likes to say, “If 




you’re not frightened, we’re not doing our jobs!” 




From the Desk of 

Sally, 




Pumpkin Queen of Halloween Town 
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Once upon a fright, we residents of Halloween Town thought 




we were alone in the world—that we were the only holiday town in 




existence, with nothing more than a vast and wild emptiness beyond 




the curve of Spiral Hill and the bleak borders of the Hinterlands. 




But now, thanks to the curiosity of a certain Pumpkin King on one 




legendary Halloween night, we’ve realized that not only are we not 




alone, but we’re surrounded by numerous wonderful neighboring 




realms, each more different than the last: from other holiday towns 




with their own joyful celebrations, to towns in charge of things like 




dreaming, fairy tales, and even time itself! And we believe this is only 




the beginning. 
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Each realm has its own unique customs, traditions, and styles, which 




can seem daunting at first glance and has admittedly gotten us into a bit 




of trouble at times during our explorations. What is common in one 




realm, you see, might be considered criminal in another. What is polite 




here in Halloween Town might be petrifying to our neighbors. Because 




of this, some have asked if it’s possible for us to truly coexist. 




But I believe in my heart that the things that make us different also 




make us special. And if we make a real effort to understand one another 




better, we’ll end up discovering new things about ourselves, too. 




In that spirit, I’ve created this journal: your own personal guide to 




Halloween Town and all the realms beyond. 
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You may be wondering: Why am I, a rag doll from Halloween Town, 




the right choice to author such a book? Well, I have quite the unique 




story. I didn’t always live in Halloween Town. In fact, I was born not 




so far away to loving parents in Dream Town: a peaceful, sleepy realm 




responsible for sweet dreams. When I was twelve years old, I was 




abducted by the greedy Dr. Finkelstein, who needed a servant to help 




him in his laboratory. He brought me to Halloween Town, erased my 




memory, and claimed I was his creation. It was a bleak time—and not 




in a good way, either! 
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It took me years to figure out where I truly belonged, to realize I was 




more than just a simple rag doll whose only purpose was to be used 




by others—with no hope of finding happiness of my own. I’ve since 




learned, through my many adventures, that I am worthy of taking up 




space, of being a queen. And today, I am my own doll, standing on 




my own two stuffed feet. I am Sally: Pumpkin Queen, potion maker, 




explorer, diplomat, and loving wife to Jack. 




Which brings me back to why I’ve written this journal. I’ve learned 




so much from traveling to different realms, and I want to share that 




with you! 
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Inside, you’ll find a world of information, some based on my own 




research and some generously shared by others from around the 




realms. You’ll learn how the holiday groves work and how to use them 




to travel into these magical realms. We’ll explore all the holiday towns 




we’ve discovered so far—such as Christmas Town, Easter Town, and 




Thanksgiving Town—and take you to other realms beyond the grove 




as well, such as Fable Town, Time Town, and, of course, my own sweet 




Dream Town. You’ll meet prominent residents, learn a little bit about 




their cultures and traditions, and gain insights for getting around 




town, too. I’ve also included some articles, advertisements, and maps 




for your reference. 





[image: background image]


Lastly, I’m offering a sneak peek into my potion book, in hopes it 




will be useful to some of you. I’ve always loved making potions, even 




when I worked for Dr. Finkelstein. And now I’m happy to share my 




knowledge with the rest of you. I believe magic should be accessible 




to everyone and practiced regularly to better our lives and world. Just 




please use it responsibly! I’ve even included a sample shopping list 




for the next time you visit our local weed patch or shop the witches’ 




apothecary for supplies. 





[image: background image]


If I’ve learned anything from my travels it’s that, at the end of the day, 




we are much more alike than different. And with a little patience, respect, 




and understanding, we can gain so much from one another and enrich 




all our lives. I see this journal as a living archive, a book in progress that 




we will expand and refine as we get to know one another better. So if you 




have any thoughts or additions, please bring them to me! 




In the meantime, simply sit back, relax, and enjoy the read! 




Yours in fright , 




Sally 
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Pa rt On e 




S a l ly ’s G u ide 




to H a l lo w e e n 




T ow n 




om e Swee t Haun ted Hom e! 
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SINCE I’M 

THE JOURNAL’S CREATOR, 

I thought it would 




be appropriate to begin with my own holiday town. I’ve lived in 




Halloween Town for most of my life, and even after all my travels to all 




the different realms, it’s still my favorite place to be. 




That said, I realize it can also be confusing for newcomers who 




have never experienced a good scare. And I’ve recently discovered this 




can lead to some unnecessary awkwardness (and terror!) when guests 




come to town. Hopefully, this section of the journal will clear up some 




misconceptions you might have and help you understand why here in 




Halloween Town, scaring is actually caring! 




First off, while Halloween night comes but once a year, we like to 




keep it creepy all year round. The holiday requires much preparation, 




and it’s great practice, after all! 




This means on any given day, you might find monsters under your 




bed, ready to pounce when you close your eyes; ghosts floating by, 




giving you goose bumps; and vampires, werewolves, zombies, and 




more, always lurking to frighten you out of your wits. 




All in good fun, of course! 




This Is Halloween 
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Now I know what you’re thinking: Monsters don’t make for model 




residents, and you’d rather not run into one in a dark alley. But just 




because our residents are terrifying, that doesn’t make them 

terrible. 




Most of our nightmares are more than willing to lend a hand to a 




stranger in need. Just be aware these hands might have snakes for 



fingers. . . . 




Our residents are also very industrious, led by the fearless Jack 




Skellington, who runs a tight ship. We work hard all year long on the 




preparations for the big day. But that’s not to say we don’t take time for 




fun, as you’ll see in this chapter. We have music, art, and sports—each 




with a terrifying twist! 
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