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            With this favour issue, you may ask, is not God's favour a sin, as he seems to be selective? Isn't God showing favouritism in his election of only some of humanity for salvation, while others seem condemned? The answer is no, God's 'favour' is not sin whereas 'favouritism' on the other hand is. 
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1.0.Favour






The Lord God, the creator, is a God of wonders who has never, and will never cease to amaze his creation; human beings in particular that is modelled in his own image. Picking up nobody to become somebody in front of everybody without asking anybody is God’s trademark, and it is still the same today, yesterday and forever. The question may be, why does he do it? The unfavourable and simply answer to many is that, he is God, and he does as he pleases with his creation when he feels like. To God, man is seen as a clay pot, and a clay pot cannot question its creator about anything regarding its features that are entirely subject to the potter during creation. Strange as it is, that is the truth, and knowing that the truth shall set you free.

It is this God’s unpredictable stance that will always take you by surprise as God does as he pleases with his clay pots. Some will be chosen to cook for kings, while others are either bypassed, ignored, side-lined or condemned as he sees it fit for his heavenly kingdom purpose. Dating as far as the Old Testament days through the New Testament up to today, God is still picking up nobody to become somebody in front of everybody without asking anybody, purposely for his heavenly kingdom mission work. This system of God is what is termed God’s electing grace or simply put, favour.  

Piper, in an article entitled, “Is election divine favouritism?” under a subheading, “Our impartial God,” put it this way, ‘God is impartial, not just in the Old Testament, but the New Testament. Let me just underline it through these texts: Romans 2:11 says, “God shows no partiality,” Ephesians 6:9 also says, “Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening knowing that he who is their master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with him.” It says in Colossians 3:25, “The wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.” In every one of these cases the Greek word prosoplasia — literally “a receiving of face” — means that God does not receive or regard a person’s appearance. He does not base his approval or blessings on considerations that are irrelevant to the choice he is making, like a person’s face. So, we need to be really clear with what we mean,” Piper, 2014.

Under subheading, “Partiality and impartiality,” Piper states that, ‘Impartiality does not mean treating everyone the same — it means basing your treatment of others on the right kind of considerations... If you are a judge in a courtroom and you must decide a murder trial, judges are supposed to be impartial...Impartiality does not demand that the guilty defendant gets to go free because you have to treat everybody the same and everyone else gets to leave the courtroom and walk out — the criminal who has been convicted and found to be guilty gets to go free because we can’t be impartial here. We have to treat everybody the same and he gets to go free because everybody else is going free. Nobody thinks impartiality means that. Impartiality demands that the judge not base his verdict on irrelevant considerations like race or wealth or intelligence or reputation in the community. If the judge favours his own race, or if he favours wealthy people or intelligent people or famous people, he would be partial and not impartial, and he would be a lousy judge and unworthy to be judge. So impartiality does not mean treating everyone the same. It means basing your treatment of others on the right kind of considerations: Did the defendant actually kill the man? If he did, then he goes to jail. Is the kid a really good ball player? Then he should be on the team.’ Piper, 2014.

Piper continues under subheading, “God’s hidden wisdom,” and says, ‘Now, the question is about God’s choosing to save people. He never, never bases his choice (whom to save) on the basis of irrelevant considerations. He never says, “I will choose Asians to save, not Hispanics.” He never says, “I will choose wealthy people to save, not the poor. I will choose the educated to save, not the uneducated.” Or even, “I will choose the good and not the bad.” God simply doesn’t base his choices on those kinds of considerations. If he did, then he would be guilty of being partial and he is not partial. That is the point of 1 Corinthians 1:26, isn’t it? Not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. (1 Corinthians 1:26–30).’ Piper, 2014.

He continues to say, ‘So God’s choice is based on his own hidden wisdom. God works “all things according to the counsel of his will” (Ephesians 1:11). He does not base his choices on irrelevant considerations but on “the counsel of his will.” He is free to choose whomever he will and his reasons are never owing to our goodness. How could they be? We are all sinners deserving of death. Yet he chooses freely to save some. The very meaning of grace in Romans 11:5 is that the reason he chooses us is not in ourselves. It is not in our own virtue or our own sinfulness. It is in his counsel and he is wise in all that he does because he is guided by the highest considerations. And what is that consideration? Well, it was hinted at in that text we read from 1 Corinthians 1:26–30. What choices will keep humble, sinful men from boasting in themselves? And what choices will bring people to praise the glory of the grace of God?’ Piper, 2014. 

Bond in an article entitled, “Faith Forum: Does God show favouritism?” stated that, ‘The Bible declares that “God does not show favouritism” (Romans 2:11). God loves everyone equally. There is nothing we can ever do to make God love us more and there is nothing we can ever do that will make God love us less. Yet even though we’re loved by God, we still have a dire dilemma. Every human being is less than perfect and cut off from God because of our sin. But God took dramatic action to rescue us. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Thus, to receive the full benefits of God’s lavish love requires belief. Believing in Jesus is essential to be adopted as God’s child. “...those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).’ Bond, 2014. 

On the same title, “Faith forum: Does God show favouritism?” Elfass pointed out that, ‘God is never unjust. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: “In the sight of Allah, all people are equal, and the only superiority anyone can have over anyone else is his fear of Allah and faith in him.” It is inevitably that some of us will experience some adversity in this life. However, that does not mean that God does not love us. Because if this is the case, then how about God’s Prophets, who are the most beloved persons to him. They also suffered the unimaginable depth of adversity in order for them to fulfil their divine missions. It is all a test. Allah says in the Quran: “And we shall test you until we make evident those who strive their utmost and persevere in patience,” [47:31]. Meanwhile, those who believe in Allah, do good deeds and abstain from bad deeds are the winners in this life and the hereafter.’ Elfass, 2014.

Still under the same title, Cunningham said that, ‘Even though Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden after the fall, God promised that he would not abandon the human race but would restore the relationship between humanity and himself. Abraham and his descendants, the Hebrew people, were God’s “chosen people” through whom redemption would be accomplished. Jesus, however, sent his followers to bring the “Good News” of salvation and God’s love to all: Jew and Gentile alike. God shows no favouritism and his love extends to all people. Yet the Scriptures clearly speak of God’s preferential concern for the vulnerable: orphans, widows, the ill, the lame, the destitute, the homeless, and the alien among us. A concern we must share. God’s graces and benefits are available to anyone who, in faith, tries to live in accord with his commandments. We have freedom and can choose God or not. God cannot be manipulated with special formulas.’ Cunningham, 2014.

Hales put it this way, ‘Our heavenly Father loves all of us, without regard to social class, physical characteristics, or other irrelevant distinction. He does, however, bless or “favour” those who keep his commandments and walk humbly through life: “Behold the Lord esteemeth all flesh in one; he that is righteous is favoured of God.” 1 Nephi 17:35. God invites all to enjoy the blessings of righteousness. These blessings naturally flow from obedience to the principles that will bring them: “when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated.” Doctrine and Covenants 130:21. For instance, when we are honest we are blessed with peace of mind. God’s blessings are not necessarily material wealth or an easy life. Sometimes what we need most is not ease, but challenge. God’s blessings then come in the form of tender mercies as we meet our challenges with his grace.’ Hales, 2024.

Karcher summed it this way, ‘God does indeed show favour, and our Saints show that he has favourites. However, it’s to the entire world that he demonstrates his love by sharing his life. In fact, just being called into existence is a special gift of his kindness. Certainly there are challenges in this world, but we’re meant to become citizens of Paradise. Knowing this I can acknowledge that my sense of justice isn’t the same as divine justice, that what I think I want isn’t necessarily identical to what God knows I need, that my ideas of prosperity are much different than treasure from heaven, and that misfortune and hardship don’t automatically indicate God’s displeasure with me. There are holy men and women who’ve learned that their decisions in life count, and who choose to move ever-closer to God. In this way they’re blessed to experience more of his favour, more peace and more grace.’ Karcher, 2024.

Corbin concluded on the same title by saying, ‘“All the inhabitants of earth are recipients of the bounty of the one phenomenal sun, and none are preferred above others; so, likewise, all receive the heavenly bestowals of the Word of God; none are specialized as favourites.” Abdu’l-Baha. The strife of everyday life and religious disagreements veil the simple purity and beauty of God’s blessings and cloud his light so that disunion results. To receive God’s favours we must make use of our intelligence and reason so that we may dissipate the clouds from our hearts, recognize the oneness of all the prophets and focus on divine questions. As an example: a seed produces a tree, from that tree another tree can be produced. Therefore, the seed is an expression of the whole tree. We are a seed of mankind; we each express the whole, living in this condition of unity we receive of God’s favours.’ Corbin, 2014. 

From all the different ministers of the word of God, Christians and non-Christians alike, their contributions proves that, biblically, it is unequivocally; God favours some and not all of his human creation. Then arises the question, is not this sin? The answer is a big no. God’s act is favour, and not favouritism, and that is not sin as James put it in chapter 2v5, “Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the kingdom he promised to those who love him?” Unlike a state president’s prerogative in choosing his cabinet to form a government, God’s decision in choosing some for salvation or his kingdom mission is not because of any inherent goodness in you. The fact of the matter is that, it is simply the prerogative of God, and it demonstrates his unfathomable grace. Frankly speaking, there is no human being who justly deserves the favour of God, apart from all deserving his wrath instead. 

Undeserving as you are, yet, to some God, by his grace, hand-picked them in the Old Testament, and still as well, in the New Testament, chose to give faith in Jesus Christ as much as the resulting righteousness that comes through faith. You will appreciate that, all humanity have sinned and fallen short of the righteous requirements of God, something evidenced by Apostle Paul from Romans 3v23. Psalm 14v3 as well as 53v3 buttress this, as King David put it this way from the mouth of God, “They have all turned aside, they have together become corrupt; there is none who does good, No, not one.” Thus God’s favour or grace can be defined as; the Lord God giving you capability to conduct something that is impossible for man to do. You will agree with me that, you can experience eternal life or you have the ability to live for God, simply because of his only undeserved favour or his grace. 

God’s favour was to surpass everything ever done in the Old Testament by the sacrificial gift of his only begotten son, Jesus Christ for the redemption of humanity in the New Testament. It was a once and for all decision made in eternity past, by offering Christ, a precious gift consisting of a subset of fallen humanity to redeem by his atoning death. Romans 8v29 put it this way, “For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his son, so that his son would be the first born, with many brothers and sisters.” This is purely centred on favour, as you see the favoured ones in Revelation 20v12, “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.” In Ephesians 2v8, you are told that, “God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.”

Those God favoured, and are given to Jesus, receive the perfect righteousness of the Son of God through faith alone. These in turn are qualified for God’s eternal kingdom as seen in John 6v37, “However, those the father has given me will come to me, and I will never reject them.” Still in verse 44, he says, “For no one can come to me unless the father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them up.” In predicting his betrayal, Jesus said in John 13v8, “I am not saying these things to all of you; I know the ones I have chosen...” He continues to express God’s favour as seen in John 17v9, “My prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, because they belong to you.” These that have been given to Jesus, are the favoured ones. 1 Corinthians 15v23, “...Christ was raised as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.” 

With this favour issue, you may ask, is not God’s favour a sin, as he seems to be selective? Is God not showing favouritism in his election of only some of humanity for salvation, while others seem condemned? The answer is no, God’s ‘favour’ is not sin whereas ‘favouritism’ on the other hand is. You will learn that favouritism is when you choose someone because of some perceived worth or merit. It can be further expressed as partiality or bias. This simply means that, favouritism is giving preference to one person over others with equal claims. It can be associated with discrimination, and may be linked to conditions such as wealth, social class, clothing; giving of special attention to someone because of his wealth, position, or his influence. You can argue it that, the fallen human inclination to show favouritism is selective to advantage those you think might give you something in return. 

Favouritism is unusual with God’s character, in that he does not show favouritism is seen in Romans 2v11. Before God, all are equal, thus favouritism is not his will for your life as seen in Colossians 3v25, “Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favouritism.” This is seen in Ephesians 6v9 as well, “There is no favouritism with him.” The word of God as well encourages you in James 2v1 as follows, “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favouritism.” James was of the view that the church of Christ should deploy a fair treatment between the rich and poor. Thus, treating someone differently based on his financial status or social status is wrong. Favouritism is biblically seen as sin in James 2v8-9, “If you really keep the royal law found in the Scripture, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself,’ you are doing right. But if you show favouritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers” In addressing leadership, Paul commanded Timothy, a young church leader, “I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of favouritism,” as seen in 1 Timothy 5v21. 

Human nature whether in Old or New Testament often struggled with this sin of favouritism, and that was seen even with Christ’s closest followers, the early church. They struggled with bias against those different from them, a case in point, is when Apostle Peter was first called to serve the non-Jewish community, he was unwilling to be associated with such people. He would admit later, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right,” as seen in Acts 10v34. In Leviticus 19v15, God’s word against favouritism goes like, “Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favouritism to the great, but judge your neighbour fairly.” You see the same words in Exodus 23v3, “Do not show favouritism to a poor man in his lawsuit.” This is simplified to mean that, justice should be blind. Thus, both the poor and the rich should be treated equally before the law.

Thus you confidently conclude that, favouritism and partiality are not in line with God, and you are called to love as a child of God. Humanity struggle solely because the decision of God to choose some, but not all, seems unfair but only because from your perspective, you have a corrupted sense of fairness. You tend to form judgments based on selfish, personal criteria rather than seeing things as God sees them. Only until you grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, your Lord and Saviour, and adopt his ways of treating every person with God’s love as seen in John 3v16, you shall never divorce yourself from favouritism. Believe you me, the Holy Bible truth is centred on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and this objective fact is the Gospel which you live, preach, and as well die for. It’s critical to know that, God is just and as well gracious, if he were to be fair, all would perish. 

Note that, whether you accept this doctrine of election or not, it does not change the Biblical central message about Jesus Christ. Christ is the saviour promised by, and sent from God, then in humbling himself, embraced the flesh of humanity as the last Adam. His birth was centred on favour, his life, and as well his death, were centred on favour. You learn that, for his father’s requirement for righteousness where Adam failed, as fully human, Jesus Christ fulfilled it. For the love of humanity, he took the position of God. In this position, he bore the wrath of God the father for the sins of those he was saving. God the father wearing his hat of favour, set the record clear in doing humanity favour. You will agree with me that, as much as Adam brought death to all humanity, on the other hand, Jesus Christ brought life to all humanity; those putting their trust in him as seen in 1 Corinthians 15v22, “Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given a new life,” and it is true. This new lease of life is stressed on verse 45 as well, “...The first man, Adam, became a living person.” ‘But the last Adam-that is, Christ-is a life giving Spirit.’ 

His sinless life ensured that he qualify to be the final Passover Lamb. This qualification was a guarantee that you who believe in him, come judgement day, you will not face it. By overcoming death through resurrection, and his enthronement at the father’s right hand cemented his rightful standing with God, a proof that the father was pleased with his work as seen in Daniel 7v13-14, “As my vision continued that night, I saw someone like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient One and was led into his presence. He was given authority, honour, and sovereignty over all the nations of the world, so that people of every race and nation and language would obey him. His rule is eternal-it will never end. His kingdom will never be destroyed.” This is supported by Revelation 11v15 that says, “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices shouting in heaven: ‘The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.’”

As the final Passover Lamb, his accomplished redemption is the meta-narrative; the core story of the Holy Bible as seen in Acts 4v11, “...The stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” Jesus Christ is the biggest favour to humanity; an ultimate in favour by the Lord who so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son to redeem the world. You will recall that you are not redeemed from an ordinary world, but a world absolutely irritating and unlovable to a perfectly holy God. To drive the point home; God’s grace is unmerited favour, a doctrine of election and not sinful favouritism. Thus looking at it deeply, it can be concluded that, that these truths are not the ultimate favouritism, but ultimate expression of love that is biblical to its core.

The sovereign Lord who is core to the redemptive story, is indeed sovereign over all things. As much as he was behind Jesus Christ’s every step from birth, resurrection to death, he still reigns sovereignty upon your freely made choices to do good and to do evil as seen in Acts 2v22-24, “People of Israel, Listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. But God knew what would happen, and his prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him. But God released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip.” Your heart should be receptive of Jesus Christ’s ways, and not only embrace that, but love and obey the Lord more and more, through the power of the Holy Spirit. With such an expression, you confirm the favour, but not favouritism that he has demonstrated to you in your election for salvation. In Ephesian 2v8-9, he says, “God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this, it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about.”

––––––––
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2.0.Accessing the favour of God

Adeoti in an article, “Biblical ways of obtaining favour 5,” start by saying, ‘Pro.16v7: When a man’s ways please the Lord. He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him...favour is such an essential component in the journey of life and as a believer, although God’s favour is your heritage, it does not mean that you will automatically walk in it. This is why we have been looking at the biblical means of tapping into the favour of God! Yes, God’s favour is available to you but you need to know how to provoke it. Today by the grace of God, we shall be considering some other powerful principles in activating God’s favour. So without much ado, I will like to share these truths with you the right way!’Adeoti, 2021.

He continues under subheading, “How to enjoy God’s favour,” and say that, ‘...Seeking God’s favour...is another important criterion in experiencing God’s favour. As you won’t find what you don’t seek! So you need to earnestly, consciously and intentionally seek God’s favour. It’s not something you leave to chance or coincidence but something you do aggressively and deliberately. So it’s time for you to begin to seek God’s favour with all your heart and continually. This is how to guarantee your operating in the favour of God (Matt.7v7-8). I see the tide changing in your favour as you begin to pursue like never before God’s favour. I see a pattern in the bible that those who sought God’s favour with their hearts were never put to shame. Is it Esther? (Esth.2v9, 15: 5v1-3: 7v1-3). Or is it David? (Acts 7v46; Ps.31v16). Precious Child of God, I declare today that it’s your time to begin to enjoy the unusual favours of God.’ Adeoti, 2021.

Adeoti put emphasis in maintaining a life of gratitude as he says, ‘Gratitude is the key to a graceful or favourable life. Grateful people are graceful people. They never lack grace or favour! This is one of the secrets behind the life of Apostle Paul and King David also (2Cor.4v15). So what are you waiting for my dear reader? It’s time to increase your Gratitude Quotient! The grateful you are, the more graceful your life will be and vice versa also. So if I were you, I would begin to take my gratitude lifestyle seriously because gratitude will open the doors of unusual favours,’ Adeoti, 2021.

God’s favour will change your life, and it is every child of God’s prayer to earn that special favor of God, but believe you me, you already have his favor. Note well, because of his favour towards you, God saved you as evidenced in Ephesians 2v8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” You have to admit that, even before you were born again, an unrepentant sinner you were, God was giving you his favor. Rebellious or wild as you were, “God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners,” Romans 5v8. This is evidence that, his grace was at work in your life, hence enabling you to be born again. Thus that particular point in time you made Jesus Christ your Lord and saviour, the moment you stepped into this new lease of life, favour embraced you. Therefore this favor began working nonstop on your behalf. Remember that, God’s favor is simply, the power that changes, and enables things for you. It is very critical to appreciate that, you are saved by his favour that is the first and foremost thing about a child of God. And being saved literally means; being set free or delivered, protected, preserved, healed and made a whole being in aligned to a set and approved Godly standard.

You can confidently say, being born again is just the initial stage for God’s favour to pour out for your benefit. Hence you are assured of pouring out of grace and more favour to your advantage every moment of your life if your heart is receptive. It must be appreciated that his favour embraces every area of your life, hence by this, he takes care of all your necessities; be it spirit, soul or body needs. The Holy Bible put it on record that, his supernatural grace is so vast, it is going to take a long time to come for him to show you all the riches of his grace in the kindness he has given you in Jesus Christ, as expressed in Ephesians 2v7.  As a child of God, see yourself embraced by God’s favor every moment, everywhere you set feet. As you see yourself as a righteous child of God, definitely, God’s favour should surround you like a shield as seen in Psalm 5v12, “For you, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with favor you will surround him as with a shield.” Remember that when Jesus shed his blood on the cross of Calvary; to all humanity was availed righteousness, and with it came the favor of God. Simply put; you have been born again into his righteousness, a child of God who serves him, thus, his favour surrounds you constantly. 

Favour is the door way to receiving God’s faith, and it is this same faith you need to receive from the Lord whatever is in store for you. The word of God in Romans 10v17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Simply put; faith comes, you believe, hence the beginning to receive what his word says. This implies that, as you hear his word about who he is, and what he stands for; you find out the truth about the Lord’s favour, goodness and blessings. When you look at 2 Peter 1v2, “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,” thus this is understood in the context that, first and foremost before you receive God’s favour, you have to know they are yours. Then with the full knowledge that they are yours, you have to receive them by faith. Believe you me, your major role is faith; hence believe and receive all that has been given unto you. 

Be assured that, from being saved by his grace, God’s favour unleashes every possible blessing and goodness he has to give, without reservations. The onus is upon you as a child of God to know that, he has surrounded you with favour, and you have to take advantage of what he has given you. Simply put, God has all the goodies bestowed upon you because of his favour, and for you to say, ‘Thank you, I am in for the goodies,’ is your act of faith to seal it. Remember all these God’s goodies for you, they are surrounding you; healing, deliverance, financial breakthrough, and many others. All the package belong to you by the blood of Jesus Christ. This was part and parcel of the favor provided by God’s salvation grace that ushered in faith. This is very critical, as all this package belong to you simply because it is part of your salvation, the core part of what Jesus Christ bought and paid for on the cross of Calvary. For it to work for you; you receive it, and you begin to live a life of attained deliverance, financial breakthrough, prosperity, healing or positivity in your spiritual walk. Therefore your better equip your spirit as to how to step into a new dimension of God’s favor; master how it exactly works for you as it is always surrounding you. Once you master it, you will learn that, all God’s goodies have been there for you all the time, and it has been always part of the favour of God. Hence the need on your side to play your role; reach out and take it by faith.

Remember, your ignorance is not an excuse, the fact of the matter is that, as it’s his nature, the Lord God is always in search for someone to bless. You will agree with me that, he is full of mercy and compassion for humanity. This compassionate spirit establishes him to be that unique God he is, a God of favour. It is this unique nature that drives him to look for someone who is ready to trust him. Thus, you have to be that someone who is in a position to reach out in faith to acknowledge his favor and blessing as your package. It’s critical to learn that, God covered all ground work by doing everything it takes for you to be completely taken care of while you exist here on earth. Every blessing has been availed to your door step, and within your own reach; and these boost of among others; joy, prosperity, health, and peace of mind, deliverance from bondage or any other thing that pertains to your life that is full of abundance. This good life, you see it 2 Peter 1v3, “Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.” As part of this Godly favour, he then tops it all off with a mouthwatering package; a heavenly life when you depart from, and having done with your earthly mission. 

Your simply task to do is; to stay ready to receive what is meant for you, but unfortunately, several times you are slow to receive the favour of God. The common mistake you make is that, on your thinking, you are waiting on him to act while he is actually waiting on you to receive your package. Hence with a perfect and receptive heart, you cannot dodge from God’s favour as seen in 2 Chronicles 16v9, “The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him...” Here God sees you as perfect in the sense that your loyalty, devotion and faithfulness is uncompromising towards him, even though you are prone to mistakes. Thus with this type of perfection, and with such kind of heart centred on God, you are always ready to receive the good things provided by his grace. 

Fall in love with the word of God, open the door to the favour and his grace, and have your faith grow; believe it and act on it and receive all you decree and declare as seen in Psalm 5v12, “For you, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with favor you surround you will surround him as with a shield.” Wherever you set foot, and as a child of promise, favor is what you should believe God for. Recall that, God favors you, hence someone else may look better on paper than you do for a competitive slot, but when you set foot in there, God‘s favors goes before you. It is vital to receive God’s favour by faith, then release your faith as seen in Romans 5v2, “through him also we have [our] access [entrance, introduction] by faith into his grace [state of God’s favour] in which we [firmly and safely] stand...”

Thus God’s favour surrounds you, and your faith releases it. Bear in mind that, reception of God’s favour by faith is a simple act on your part, dwelling on God’s word, ensuring that you put it into your heart, and speak it out of your mouth. As much as you receive this living word, believe it and act on it, in turn you receive it. Therefore you are guaranteed success in every area of your life, as there are no challenges, that are stronger than the grace of God or the favour that surrounds you. Remember, God’s grace is more than enough to deliver you out of any trouble, hence when you act like the favour of God is yours in your daily walk with him, your life will never be the same. Expect great things to happen. 

Now you will look at God’s electing grace as seen from Genesis to Revelation. As much as Jesus Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection was a favour to humanity, in choosing to save some but not all humans, still the Lord God favoured some people for specific tasks and this begins in Genesis 2v7-8 with Adam.
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Chapter 2
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3.0.Adam 

Adam referred to both positively and negatively in the Old and the New Testament, is actually, the pinnacle of creation of the Lord God. As far as creation is concerned beginning first chapter of Genesis, humanity’s dignity in the form of Adam, is highlighted. God the creator, had started a six day hectic schedule of creation that manifested all creatures from plants to animals. Then seeing how beautiful his creation was, he created humanity; both male and female, the same as animals. Humanity was created as a special case in the sense that; it was unique. The duo was created in the image and likeness of God, thus, the pinnacle of all God’s creation, and the dignity of Adam’s race as seen in Genesis 1v26-31. 

For God to have not only found Adam worthy of creation, but dignified to adopt his image and likeness, convincingly bestowed so much favour in Adam, thus, son-ship status. In Adam, God poured favour over his life; in that being made in his image as his son is strongly connected biblically with exercising dominion as seen in Genesis1v28, “...fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” The almighty God with power and authority he is; reveals his own prior sovereignty by entrusting humanity dominion over the rest of creation. For Adam to assume God’s vice like role in overseeing what his master and maker had established, was a gracious honour. For God to have found it worthy to deputize or designate Adam as ruler over creation is a sign of great favour. The word of God says in Psalm 8v4-5, “What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you visit? For you have made him a little lower than the angels, and you have crowned him with glory and honour.” This tells you that in creating man (Adam), God poured all his favour to come up with a man of dignity, little lower than the heavenly creatures, narrowly missing being god, thus, being crowned with glory and honour as the scripture says.

The fact that God almighty is in charge over all in creation is simply a consequence of his being the all-time lonely creator. You must appreciate that, by his word he brings all things into existence from nothing, and decrees what shall be in the order of things as from Adam’s era to this new era. As you go through the scriptures, Adam is referred to both negatively and positively in the New Testament. According to the genealogical reference as stated by Apostle Luke in chapter 3v38, Adam is seen as the divinely created progenitor of the line leading to Jesus. As seen in verse 22, in which God declared how Jesus was his well pleasing son, it must be noted that, to some extent, it had some implications of the larger biblical narrative. You cannot rule it out that, one of the implications of this larger biblical narrative may be a negative one that God’s word of approval at Jesus’s baptism indicated that, up to that point in time, God’s other favoured sons such as Adam and Jacob had all dismally failed to be well pleasing in his eyes.

As much as Luke documented some negatives about Adam, Apostle Paul as well, had Adam’s failures as his reference. It is these failures that are depicted to elucidate that, by contrast, Christ brings life to humanity where Adam had brought death as evidenced in Roman 5v12–21, 1 Corinthians 15v20–22, as well as verses 42–49. No matter the negativity surrounding his life, Adam carried God’s favour, in that, the image and likeness he had, are terms of son ship, and that on its own, accorded him the status of a federal head of the race of fallen humanity, of which another son who had God’s favour as a federal head too, redeemed humanity. He is accorded the first son status, whose headship typology exists in the reversal from the fallen race to the redeemed people of God, in line with the fact that, being made in the image and likeness of God is the unique description of son ship and dominion. It must be noted that, biblically, God’s focus on the human race is central to his purposes. Scripturally, as Luke point out that Adam was the first son of God, and as you revisit the narrative you discover how it develops from the fall into sin, and through the constant failures of God’s people until another last Son of God appears to bring redemption. 

What is of interest is that, even after failure of Adam and his spouse to exercise the role God gave to them, it is evident that God never planned to consign humanity to its demise. Even though disappointed, he made a promise of a future hope and redemption, as seen in Genesis 3v15 when God addresses the Serpent in a stinging tone, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” It must be noted that with Adam fallen; furthermore, the fallen race that is his seed, continues to bear a very critical connection with the Lord since it is created in his image. This is simply because this image maybe tattered, or marred, but not substantial lost in the fall as seen in God’s word in the scriptures. With that favour God placed upon Adam, you see his love expressed on the marred image this way, “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans let his blood be shed, because God made humans in his image reflecting God’s very nature.”

All this vital connection is a link that points out, Adam’s race dignity in being created in God’s image and likeness and later being restored to son-ship in Jesus Christ. With so much of God’s favour, Adam chronologically and beyond reasonable doubt, comes first of those named as the son of God according to Apostle Luke’s genealogy. This favour even manifests in the dignity of his place in creation as indicated by his dominion over it, hence, when Adam fell, creation as a whole fell with him. Apostle Paul in Romans 8v19-23, makes the link between the status of the human race and that of creation before the Lord God very clear, in the sense that his assertion is that, redemption of the fallen race is dependent upon the revealing of the sons of God. Thus you can confidently point it out that, Apostle Paul at this stage understood Adam as God’s first son. It is though this narrative that you can now recognize the important link between Adam and Christ, expressed explicitly in the title “son of God.” 

God’s favour on Adam extends to humanity’s redemption that reveals to you the true nature of humanity’s fall expressed by continued struggle to exercise dominion, that is corrupted and only partially effective as seen in Genesis 3v17–19. How deep the image of God suffers the consequences by the judgment that follows Adam’s sinful rebellion is exposed in the generations coming after Adam, and also in terms of what God needs to apply as a remedial to the fallen condition of humanity. Hence God’s favour of salvation as revealed by the gospel, is the only remedy for human rebellion that proves beyond reasonable doubt, how far you have fallen in Adam and to what heights you are raised in God’s other son, Jesus Christ. 

––––––––
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4.0.Noah






Noah like Adam found favour with God. As much as God’s choice of people for salvation is by the gift of faith as seen in Ephesians 2v8-9, it started in Genesis 3v15 with the promise of a saviour to the couple Adam and Eve, hence Noah from the linage of Adam attracted God’s eye. The genesis of Noah’s rise to attract God’s favour started to take shape as far as Genesis 4v25 when Adam and Eve gave birth to Seth. It was in their fall that they produced their two sons, Cain and Abel, in which they later lost Abel, and Cain, their eldest son was banished by God for the murder of his younger brother Abel. When it seemed Adam’s life had taken a nose dive, as sin seemed to have swallowed one child, and the other banished, hope returned with Seth’s birth. It was Seth’s generational linage as seen in Genesis 5v28-29, a God fearing Adam ancestral line that would run through Noah, and ultimately to the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ.

Believe you me, in the days of Noah, the rampant corruption on the earth due to sin resulted in God bringing judgment on all mankind. As almost every living thing faced God’s wrath and extreme punishment, and still God being rich in mercy showed favour towards Noah. You will learn that there was something special about Noah as seen in Genesis 6v9. Noah was righteous and walked with God, thus, this correct standing with his creator saved his face. The book of Hebrews 11v7 says, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith.” 

From this scripture, it can be concluded that, Noah’s faith was the basis for his righteousness, hence God showed him favour. It was by his righteousness that the Lord preserved him and his family through the water judgment so that God’s plan, as stated in Genesis 3v15 would continue. Still on the Noah linage, were three sons produced being, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, God’s favour fell upon Shem. Shem was favoured by being bestowed with faith to continue the ancestral linage that would ultimately lead to the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ as depicted from Genesis 4v26. As you take events biblically from Genesis 11v10-26, you learn of Shem’s descendants that ends with Abram.

––––––––
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5.0.Abraham  

Abram and later renamed Abraham, was a giant of faith coming from the genealogy of Shem. Abraham’s journey of faith begins in Genesis 12, and this surely shows you that, God’s favour is undoubtedly yours, but there are several things you must honour to fully enjoy its benefits. The core of it all is that, you must receive the favour of God like every other spiritual promise, and this is by faith. Secondly, you must release your faith, and that is exactly what the father of our faith, Abraham did. Believe you me, the situation looked hopeless when the Lord God promised Abraham, he stood out to be the father of many nations in future. From humanity’s comprehension; Abraham’s old age and Sarah’s lifelong barrenness did not add up to any future possibility of a brighter lifestyle. From Abraham and Sarah’s point of view, they received God’s promise by faith, and his favour. As you seek revelation from the word of God as seen in Roma 4v18-21, you learn that, for Abraham, having died to human reasoning of hope being gone, hung to faith. He hoped that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been promised, as God cannot lie like man. As God had put it that his descendants shall be numberless, he did not weaken in faith when he considered the utter impotence of his own body according to human grading. 

He was a humble and a giant of faith to whom God extended his favor by picking in Ur, out of a people and nation of idol worshippers, and as well, promising to make a great nation out of him as seen in Genesis 12v2. Remember, this great nation, the descendants that shall be numberless, turned out to be Israel, God’s chosen; favored to be his people and the apple of his eye as seen Deuteronomy 32v10, “He found them in a desert land, in an empty, howling wasteland. He surrounded them and watched over them; he guarded them as his most precious possession.” At about hundred years, by human nature, he was as good as dead, and considering the barrenness of Sarah’s womb, it was a mountain to climb. Abraham, a man of unshaken faith stood rock solid; no distrust or unbelief made him waver concerning God’s promise of among others, offspring as numerous as the stars as seen in Genesis 15v5. In Galatians 3v28-29, Apostle Paul explains that the offspring promised to Abraham are spiritual offspring, “Also, since you are Christ’s family, then you are Abraham’s famous ‘descendant,’ heirs according to the covenant promises. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 

The fact of the matter is that, God’s favor toward Abram stretched beyond a physical offspring, and a physical land to a spiritual offspring that would embrace human race from every tribe, tongue, and nation as reflected from Romans 16v26, “But now as the prophets foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is made known to all Gentiles everywhere, so that they might believe and obey Christ”;  Galatians 3v8, “What’s more, the scriptures looked forward to this time when God would accept the Gentiles, too, on the basis of their faith. God promised this good news to Abraham long ago when he said, ‘All nations will be blessed through you’” ; and Revelation 7v9, “After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white and held palm branches in their hands.”

It was because of his understanding of God’s ways that, he grew bold and strong. By faith, he was empowered as he gave God praises and glory; an acknowledgement and assurance that the Lord was able and mighty to keep his word and implement his promises. To this day, he still honours what he has promised, provided your standing is acceptable to him. Believe you me, you are granted and credited your dues; you who trust in, adhere to, and rely on God. Note that, you have access by faith into the grace of God, and God’s favor surrounds you, and your faith releases it as seen in Romans 5v2, “Through Him also we have [our] access (entrance, introduction) by faith into this grace (state of God’s favor) in which we [firmly and safely] stand. And let us rejoice and exult in our hope of experiencing and enjoying the glory of God.” In your walk with God, grow to the point where you can hear any type of news, bad or sour, without wavering in your faith, and receive the favour of God no matter what the circumstances are. In doing so, you are just walking the walk of Abraham, learning to walk in faith; sometimes things look real bad and you are facing the natural facts, but believing God no matter what. 

––––––––
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6.0.Isaac

Isaac as seen in Genesis 21v1-35, as well as chapter 29, found favour with God as the son of a great father and the father of a great son. Before his inception up to his birth and existence, his life was a gift from God. As a child of promise, his parents, Abraham and Sarah treasured him dearly and passed on their faith and values, and God as well, reiterated the Abrahamic promises to him. His journey of faith and obedience started at a very young age, and it is demonstrated when Abraham bound him as a sacrifice. Walking by faith and in obedience, he must have believed what his father had told him without any reservations, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son,” as seen in Genesis 22v8. Believe you me, throughout most of his journey in life, he followed in his father’s footsteps as seen in Genesis 25v21, when he expressed the same faith in praying for his childless wife Rebekah. As you read Genesis 25v9, you will learn that, Isaac together with Ishmael buried their father, just as Abraham gave an honorable burial to his mother Sarah. 

He was so favoured by God that he became such a prosperous shepherd and a farmer who was an envy to the local population such that they asked him to leave their territory as seen in Genesis 26v12-16. As you go down verse 17-21, Isaac reopened the old wells that had been dug during his father’s era. Those particular wells became a subject of disputes with the people of Gerar concerning water rights. In verse 26-31, Isaac like his father, entered into a sworn agreement with Abimelech about treating each other in a fair manner. With God’s favour upon his life, Isaac was a very responsible son who did not only walk with God, but as well, learnt leadership and management of family business in a manner that glorified the example of his capable and godly father. This is evidenced in Hebrews 11v8-10, as well as verse 20, “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance...dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, their heirs with him of the same promise...by faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.” 

Embracing God’s favour, Isaac’s inheritance, constituted a huge family fortune, hence a considerable wealth. Walking in the steps of his father, he fulfilled his God chosen role to pass on the blessing that would extend to all nations, thus not hoarding the wealth. As he aged gracefully, it became his turn to designate his successor by passing on the family blessing, hence instituting long-lasting values that would bring a blessing to the Abrahamic enterprise once again. Isaac’s diligence in preparing a successor through the bestowal of the blessing was the last meaningful event about him recorded in Genesis, even though he would live another eighty years. His successor designation turned out to be a daunting task, and regrettably, Isaac almost did the unthinkable, failing the task, and falling out of favour with God.

Such an example of Isaac’s stand in Godly things, reminds you that dwelling oneself in your private perspective too deeply can take its toll on you, thus leading you into serious errors of judgment. Many a time, you are tempted by personal comforts, prejudices, and private interests to lose focus on a wider importance of your Godly tasks. Your weakness may be for accolades, financial security, inappropriate relationships, conflict avoidance, short-term rewards, or any other personal benefits that may be at odds with doing your tasks to fulfill the purpose of God. It goes to say that as a Godly focused steward, stand out to face either or both individual and systemic factors involved in creating favouritism. On the individual level, you find that the bias of Isaac towards Esau is repeated today in society, when you are in power you choose to promote people based
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