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  Jessica Dawn Smith, my granddaughter, knew long before I did that we had to have a Miniature Horse. Thank goodness she was able to convince me that was true. I dedicate this book to her.
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  CHAPTER ONE

  

  ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE MINIATURE HORSE


  EOHIPPUS STOOD A MERE TEN TO TWELVE INCHES TALL AND walked the earth during the Pliocene period. The four-toed prehistoric horse, with its long head and roached back, bore little resemblance to today’s smallest horse, the Miniature Horse, in spite of man’s efforts to downsize it to prehistoric stature. Diminutive horses were found buried with Egyptian pharaohs, and during the Middle Ages they were popular pets for royal families. Legend tells us that King Henry VIII outlawed the ownership of small horses, and had all he could find slaughtered, but breeders managed to hide enough of the little horses to preserve the gene pool, and so today we have the Miniature Horse.


  PIT PONIES


  Coal was an important commodity far back in history. At first the fuel was mined from the ground’s surface, but as human demand increased, men had to dig deeper and deeper. They used small horses to pull wagons of coal out of the tunnels; the smaller the horse, the easier the fit. Soon horses were being bred down to size for the express purpose of working in mines.


  

  [image: Coal miner with his pit pony.]





  It was the late 1800s before miniature—“midget” as they were called then—pit ponies were imported from Holland, Great Britain, and other European countries to the United States and Canada to replace women and children working in the mines. The soft coal mines of West Virginia, Virginia, and Kentucky had small tunnels that were only thirty-six inches high, so the ponies had to be smaller than thirty-four inches. The ponies worked hard, but reportedly were well cared for. Archie McIntyre writes in “Pit Pony—When Boys Mined Coal” that mining companies gave more consideration to the horses than to the men. “They had to buy the horses, but they got all the men they wanted for nothing.”


  McIntyre said the ponies had a strong sense of duty, stopping the minute the lights went out until the handler grasped their tail. The ponies then led them out of the dark. He wrote that many of the ponies he knew had been in the mines for over twenty years, never seeing the light of day; their stables were below ground inside the mines.


  SMITH MCCOY


  Walter Smith McCoy bred small pit ponies in West Virginia in the early 1900s. When machines began replacing the ponies, he discovered a new market for them. He was able to sell his smallest horses for better prices as novelty pets and exhibition animals, and he soon began to breed them smaller and smaller. His goal was to have horses that measured less than thirty-two inches. In the book Moorman Field, Horse Trader, Jacqueline and Thomas Field write that McCoy carried a walking stick with him whenever he went pony shopping. The stick had notches carved into it at thirty-two, thirty-four, and thirty-six inches, so he could measure ponies on the sly, without the owners knowing it. In a photo feature published by Look magazine in November 1965, McCoy said he could sell the “midget offspring” for $500 and up. He joked they were good lawn mowers and “ideal for four-year-olds who like to dangle their legs.”


  In the same article McCoy is said to have wagered $5,000 to $1,000 that no one could show him a smaller, full-grown, normal pony than his twenty-inch-tall horse named Sugardumpling. Pictures show Sugardumpling snacking in the kitchen and being walked on a leash by Mrs. McCoy like anyone’s family dog.



  [image: Smith McCoy held the first Midget Pony Sale in Tazewell, Virginia.]



  With his herd numbering sixty at that writing, Smith McCoy is quoted as saying, “I know little about genes or genetics, but you can have crackpot good luck with ponies, just like people.”


  On September 16, 1967, McCoy held the first Midget Pony Sale in Tazewell, Virginia, to reduce his herd of one hundred horses to a more manageable fifty. He offered in a public ad $100 to anyone who could bring a pony that was smaller, while being “as good (not a dwarf)” as his midget ponies. People flocked to see and purchase his tiny horses, advertised as “the world’s smallest midget ponies.” McCoy urged people to come whether they wanted to buy or not, just to see his small and well-conformed ponies. Sales were on cash terms only.


  WILLIS PARKER


  While McCoy is one of the best known early importers of tiny horses, Life magazine reported in its December 22, 1952, issue that Willis Parker, owner of a Hollywood animal agency, had four Miniature Horses brought from Sussex, England, to add to a collection of animals in miniature that were displayed at his Lilliput ranch in California. Parker, an animal trainer, provided animals for movies and television. Chauncey, Cedric, Ronnie, and the fourth horse (not named in the article) weighing in at an average of ninety pounds, joined the menagerie of small dogs, ducks, and miniature deer on Parker’s farm as an oddity to amuse visitors.


  MOORMAN FIELD


  Another name well known to Miniature Horse breeders is Moorman Field of Bedford, Virginia. Field first raised the small equines to sell to mining companies as pit ponies. He and Smith McCoy became close friends through their pony dealings.


 
  Moorman Field wanted a pony when he was a boy. He didn’t get one then, and vowed when he had children of his own they would have ponies. They not only had ponies, but horses, mules, and various other exotic pets and fowl. However, Field is best known for his midget ponies. He began his Miniature Horse business first by raising Shetlands. He bought more land as his herd grew, and bred hundreds of Miniature Horses over his fifty-three-year career. It is probable that most of today’s Miniature Horses could be traced to the Moorman Field “midget ponies” if pedigree records had been kept.


  After he suffered a series of strokes Field held his first dispersal sale in the fall of 1961. The sale took place in Hollins, Virginia, with 250 head of horses offered for sale. In October 1962 another 250 horses were sold at auction, leaving the family with a mere 150 Miniature Horses. When Moorman Field died in 1965 his family continued the breeding of Miniature Horses for another twenty years.


  JC WILLIAMS


  JC Williams is another name synonymous with foundation Miniature Horses. He owned Dell Tera Miniature Horse Farm in Inman, South Carolina. The Dell Tera bloodlines are still sought after by breeders today, especially those who want to breed the smallest quality minis.


  FALABELLA MINIATURE HORSES


  A unique strain of the Miniature Horse is the Falabella. Its origin is South America and it has the longest history of any branch of Miniature Horses. It is believed that the first Falabellas were descendents of horses brought to South America in the sixteenth century by Spanish conquistadors. When the Spaniards’ attempt to conquer the New World failed, they left their horses behind to fend for themselves as they sailed back to Spain.


  The horses that survived in the wilderness adapted to the harsh conditions of the area, which was one of extreme temperatures and sparse grazing. Native people used some of the wild horses for food and transportation. The smaller horses were the best survivors since they offered little in the way of usefulness. The larger horses were eaten or put to work, while the small ones were left in the wild and reproduced.


  [image: This Falabella, Toyland Macho Chips, was bred by Laurie Stevens of Toyland Miniature Horses and is now owned by Kim Landis of Crayonbox Miniature Horses. He exhibits the Appaloosa coloring favored by Julio Falabella. (Photo by Kim Landis.)]

  



  Legend has it that Patrick Newtall discovered small horses that were kept by natives or running wild, depending on which story you are reading, and acquired some of the stock. In the late 1800s he started
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This Falabella, Toyland Macho Chips, was bred by Laurie Stevens of Toyland
Miniature Horses and is now owned by Kim Landis of Crayonbox Miniature
Horses. He exhibits the Appaloosa coloring favored by Julio Falabella.
(Photo by Kim Landis.)
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Coal miner with his pit pony.
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A Midget Pony Sale
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Smith McCoy held the first Midget Pony Sale in Tazewell, Virginia.
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