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			The River Bank

			The Mole had been working very hard all the
				morning, spring-cleaning his little home. First with brooms, then with dusters; then on ladders
				and steps and chairs, with a brush and a pail of whitewash; till he had dust in his throat and
				eyes, and splashes of whitewash all over his black fur, and an aching back and weary arms.
				Spring was moving in the air above and in the earth below and around him, penetrating even his
				dark and lowly little house with its spirit of divine discontent and longing. It was small wonder, then, that he suddenly flung down his brush on
				the floor, said ‘Bother!’ and ‘O blow!’ and also ‘Hang
				spring-cleaning!’ and bolted out of the house without even waiting to put on his coat.
				Something up above was calling him imperiously, and he made for the steep little tunnel which
				answered in his case to the gravelled carriage-drive owned by animals whose residences are
				nearer to the sun and air. So he scraped and scratched and scrabbled and scrooged, and then he
				scrooged again and scrabbled and scratched and scraped, working busily with his little paws and
				muttering to himself, ‘Up we go! Up we go!’ till at last, pop! his snout came out
				into the sunlight, and he found himself rolling in the warm grass of a great meadow.

			‘This is fine!’ he said to himself.
				‘This is better than whitewashing!’ The sunshine struck hot on his fur, soft breezes
				caressed his heated brow
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            With Puffin Classics, the adventure
                isn’t over when you reach the final page.

            Want to discover more about your favourite
                characters, their creators and their worlds?

            Read on …
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AUTHOR FILE


NAME: Kenneth Grahame

BORN: 8 March 1859 in Edinburgh,
Scotland

DIED: 6 July 1932

NATIONALITY: British

LIVED: In Inveraray, Argyll, and
Cookham Dean in Berkshire

MARRIED: To Elspeth Thomson

CHILDREN: One son, Alastair, nicknamed
‘Mouse’



What was he like?



Kenneth Grahame was educated at St Edward’s
School, Oxford. He wanted to go to Oxford University but there wasn’t enough money, and so in
1876 he began work at the Bank of England as a clerk. In 1898 he became secretary of the Bank of
England.

Kenneth Grahame suffered from poor health after
being shot in a bank robbery in 1908 and he retired from the Bank of England in the same year, just
after the publication of The Wind in the Willows. He never intended to publish the stories
he had told his son but eventually he was persuaded to do so by a friend. Alastair Grahame died
young, and after his son’s death Kenneth Grahame stopped writing.


What did people think of The Wind in the Willows when it was first published in
the 1900s?


The Wind in the Willows was first published
in England and for some while it was not particularly popular. The book was dramatized for the first time in 1929 by A. A. Milne. More recently
it has been dramatized by Alan Bennett. The Wind in the Willows was illustrated by Ernest
H. Shepard in 1931 soon after he had illustrated Winnie-the-Pooh.


Where did Kenneth Grahame get the idea for The Wind in the Willows
from?


The setting and characters were inspired by the River
Thames near Grahame’s home.



What other books did he write?



Kenneth Grahame wrote three other books: Pagan
Papers (1893), The Golden Age (1895) and Dream Days (1898).






THE CREATURES IN THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS



MOLES


* Moles live most of their life underground,
where they dig tunnels with their shovel-shaped front limbs.

* They dig main tunnels and smaller tunnels.
When the tunnels are just below the surface, the mole pushes the earth up to the surface and these
mounds of earth are called molehills. The tunnels can be as far as 20 cm below the surface. They
establish a base or fortress underground and then make other tunnels out from it.

* They eat slugs, earthworms and insects.

* Moles are about 15 cm long and are covered
in a short soft shiny black fur.

* Moles have very poor vision and their very
small eyes are hidden beneath their fur.

* They have a small pink pointed snout with
lots of whiskers.

* Their ears have no flaps and their senses
of touch and hearing are very good.

* Moles like to be on their own and they make
contact with other moles only when they want to mate.

* Moles’ main
enemies are people who don’t like them spoiling grass, owls, foxes, dogs and cats.


WATER-VOLES


* Water-voles live in the banks of rivers and
canals.

* They like slow-moving water and marshy
land.

* The water-vole is about 20 cm long and is
usually seen as it dives into the water to swim.

* After swimming it will often sit upright on
the bank eating water plants or washing its face.

* A sure sign of water-voles is an area of
river bank where the plants have been chewed away.

* The water-vole has a burrow for a home and
sometimes the entrance is just below the water-line. In the burrow he makes a nest of rushes or
grass.

* Water-voles have several enemies, including
weasels, cats, foxes, owls and other birds of prey.


BADGERS


* Like moles, badgers live underground.

* They are large creatures, about a metre in
length.

* Their coat is made
of stiff coarse hair that is a greyish colour except on the head, which is white with a black stripe
over each ear and eye.

* A male badger is called a boar and a female
a sow.

* The badger is a nocturnal creature that
lives in woodland or on the edges of fields.

* A badger’s home is called a sett. The
sett will have several entrances and can be as much as 7 metres long.

* Badgers keep their sett very clean and line
it with bracken or dry leaves. They dig special pits to use as a toilet.

* Badgers eat earthworms, mice, voles, frogs,
snails, and fruit such as apples and blackberries.


TOADS


* Toads are amphibious, which means that they
can live on land or in water.

* They have a wart-covered skin.

* Although they can swim, they spend most of
their life on the land.

* They are a muddy-brown in tone and blend in
well with the colour of the soil.

* The females are
larger than the males.

* Toads live in holes in the ground.
Sometimes these are natural holes under tree roots etc., and sometimes they scrape out a hole.

* At nightfall the toad leaves his hole and
searches for food. They eat worms, snails, ants and beetles. They can eat as much as a hundred
insects for one meal.

* Toads hibernate – that is, sleep throughout
the winter. In the spring toads will search out a suitable pond in which to lay their eggs. These
eggs are called spawn. The eggs are laid in a long strand of jelly with as many as 7,000 black
eggs.

* Toads are attacked by wild birds and
animals and many are run over on our roads.


WEASELS


* Weasels are Britain’s smallest
flesh-eating mammals.

* They are attractive-looking but are very
fierce killers. They kill their prey with a powerful bite to the neck.

* Weasels grow to about 25cm long including
their tail, which can be 5cm long.

* They have a narrow body with light brown
fur above and white below.

* They are related to
stoats.

* The weasel hunts at night, usually along a
hedge.

* They sometimes stand on their hind legs to
see more of their surroundings. If a weasel is cornered it will hiss and spit.

* Weasels eat voles, frogs, mice and rats.
They climb bushes in search of eggs and can also kill rabbits.

* Their main enemies are man, hawks and
owls.

* They make nests of grass and leaves for
their young in a hollow tree or haystack.


STOATS


* Stoats are related to weasels but are
larger, being around 42 cm long.

* They, like weasels, eat flesh.

* They are a menace to farmers because they
kill chickens.

* They have a very good sense of smell and
can hear the smallest sounds. Their eyesight is poor.

* The stoat is able to so frighten rabbits
and hares that they can’t move and then the stoat can kill them. Like weasels, stoats bite
their victim in the back of the neck.

* Stoats are good at
climbing and swimming and are able to track their prey. When cornered they make a hissing, barking
sound.

* The males are bigger and heavier than the
females.

* Stoats have black tips to their tails and
in summer their fur is reddy-brown, but in winter in the north where it is colder their fur turns
white and becomes thicker. The white winter fur with the black tip to the tail is known as ermine
and is used on ceremonial robes etc.

* Stoats live in dens in or near
woodland.

* The stoat’s main enemy is man, but
they are hunted by owls and other birds of prey.


OTTERS


* Otters are the largest meat-eaters of the
weasel family.

* Otters are rarely seen today.

* The otter can grow to nearly a metre in
length and has a long tail.

* The male otter is called a dog and the
female is called a bitch.

* They have very streamlined bodies and a
thick tail.

* They live most of
their life in the water and are very good swimmers.

* They have short chocolate-brown fur which
is waterproof.

* They have small ears and can shut their
ears and nose when they swim underwater.

* They like to be alone and they hunt up and
down the river. Sometimes they travel a long way to hunt for food.

* They like to play in and around the water –
running, sliding and diving.

* Otters eat eels, salmon and trout.

* Otters are good parents and they play with
their cubs.

* They live in a hole called a holt, which is
usually in a river bank.






WHO’S WHO IN THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS


Mole – A mild-mannered
and rather shy creature. He becomes very sad when he can’t return to his home. He isn’t
very brave and is easily frightened but manages to do quite well in the fight to regain Toad Hall.
He has to be encouraged by Ratty sometimes and is looked after by him. He is a good listener when
Toad wants someone to tell his adventures to.

Ratty – Ratty loves the
river and everything to do with it. He is sensible and often takes command of the situation. He is
the one that makes sure they all have weapons for the final assault on Toad Hall. He is brave and is
not frightened by the Wild Wood. He finds it difficult to settle down and sometimes he is a dreamer;
he likes to imagine adventures he might go on. He is a good, loyal friend to Toad and the other
animals.

Toad – Toad is impetuous
and easily gets excited about new things. He never thinks his ideas through and is always getting
into trouble. He likes new and different types of transport and enjoys speed. He tries to be
ingenious when attempting to get out of difficult situations of his own making. He is a bit of a
coward but tries to fight bravely at the end of the story. He is rich and generous and likes to get
the attention of the others, and sometimes he pretends to be more hurt than he is so that they will
notice him. He is not very practical.

Badger – Badger is very
wise and thoughtful. He is kind, hospitable and generous, is well respected by most of the animals and is sometimes referred to as Mr Badger. He is
strong, knowledgeable and intelligent. The others ask him for advice and he helps them to solve
their problems. He can seem to be a bit grumpy at times but he is a good friend to Mole, Ratty and
Toad. The weasels and stoats are frightened of him.

Otter – A friend of Ratty
who lives on the river bank. Like Ratty, he loves the river. If he appears out of the water for a
friendly chat, he will just as quickly disappear again. He is a happy, cheerful character but he
also likes to be on his own sometimes, and he likes to find a quiet peaceful section of the
river.

Portly – Portly is the
name of Otter’s son. Portly got lost and is found by Mole and Ratty safe, curled up, asleep at
the feet of Pan. They take him in their boat back to his father.

The Magistrate – The
Chairman of the Bench of Magistrates is in charge of the court that tries Toad when he has stolen a
car. He is responsible for punishing Toad. He takes the harsh advice of the Clerk and sentences Toad
to twenty years in prison.

The Court Clerk – The
Clerk of the Court advises the Magistrate on what punishment Toad should be given. He is very harsh
in his advice and says that Toad should be sent to prison for twenty years.

The Gaoler – The gaoler
is the person that Toad is handed over to when the Magistrate has sentenced him to prison. The
prison that he is in charge of is very grim and is really a dungeon. The gaoler takes the miserable Toad to his dungeon cell and
locks him in.

The Gaoler’s
Daughter – She helps the gaoler look after the prisoners. She is kind and feels very
sorry for Toad. She takes him nice meals and gets him to tell her about Toad Hall. The
gaoler’s daughter arranges the escape of Toad from the castle. She gets her aunt, the
washerwoman, to give Toad her clothes so that he can escape.

The Engine-Driver – The
engine-driver feels sorry for Toad when he says that he cannot pay for a train ticket and so he
gives him a ride in the cab of the steam train. When the train is chased by the police who are
trying to catch Toad, the engine-driver makes the train go as fast as it can so that Toad can
escape. When that doesn’t work he makes a plan to let Toad escape from the police and he tells
him to hide in the woods.

The Barge-Woman – When
Toad has made his escape from the train he wanders through the woods and eventually comes to a
canal. A barge-woman taking her barge along the canal gives Toad a lift on her boat. She feels sorry
for Toad and thinks he is a washerwoman because he is still wearing his disguise. But she soon sees
through the disguise and puts him off the barge on to the bank. When Toad steals her horse, the
barge runs aground on the bank and the barge-woman gets very angry with Toad.

The
Wayfarer – The wayfarer is a Sea Rat and he explains to Ratty that he travels all over
the world. He is thin and has bright eyes and he wears earrings and faded clothes. He seems an
exciting person to Ratty, who wishes he could go wandering. The Rat has travelled on boats and comes
from Constantinople. He tells Ratty about his wonderful adventures.

The Chief Weasel – He is
in charge of the Weasels and Stoats that have taken over Toad Hall. He sings a song at a party in
Toad Hall just before Badger, Mole and Ratty burst in to take back the Hall. The Chief Weasel is a
coward and tries to run away.

Pan – Pan is a Greek god
that Ratty and Mole see on the small island in the river. Ratty says that the island is holy and
they hear the sound of Pan’s pipes. Pan is half man and half horse. He has a man’s face
but with small horns on his head and a beard. His legs are covered in hair and have hooves instead
of feet.



        
            SOME THINGS TO
                    THINK ABOUT …

            Do you think Mole changes throughout
                the story? Do you think he becomes braver by the end? If you think he has changed by
                the end of the story, try to decide what has made him change.

            What do you think of Toad? Do you like
                him? Why do you think he has so many adventures? What sort of things fascinate
                him?

            Who do you think is the hero of the
                story and why? Think about what makes a hero and then decide which of those things
                suit Toad. Perhaps you think some other character is the hero of the story. Try to
                decide which of the animals is a real hero.

            Which part of the story do you think is
                the most exciting and why?

            Can you think of another character from
                another story that is like Ratty, Toad, Badger or Mole? Who are they and why do you
                think they are like one of the characters from The Wind in the Willows?

            The story is about the friendship
                between the animals and their loyalty to each other. What do you think friendship
                should be like? How do we see the real friendship between the animals?

        
    
        
            SOME THINGS TO
                    DO …

            Draw your own map of the river bank and
                all the places where Toad, Mole and Ratty have their adventures. Make sure you
                include Mole’s house, Ratty’s house, Toad Hall, the Wild Wood,
                Badger’s house and the Canal.

            Imagine Mole kept a diary of his
                adventures. What would he have written in it about his times with Toad? See if you
                can write the diary for him.

            Explain which of the characters you
                liked best and why?

            Which of Toad’s adventures did
                you like best and why?

            Choose one chapter and try to turn it
                into a play for you and your friends to act out.

            Write a calendar of all the events
                throughout the year. Make sure you get them in the right order. Start with the
                spring and Mole doing his spring-cleaning.

            Look again at the chapter entitled
                ‘Wayfarers All’. List all the places that the Sea Rat says he has been
                and then look them up and try to draw a map showing his route.

        
    



A TOUR OF THE RIVER THAMES


The story of The Wind in the Willows takes
place on or around the River Thames. Let’s go on a trip along the Thames and see what we can
find.

The River Thames is just over 200 miles long. It
has its source near a place called Cricklade and it flows through London out to the North Sea. It is
England’s biggest and most important river.

We will start our journey on a sunny summer’s
day. As we walk along the river bank we can see a lot of different plants and animals.

If you look around you will see the fields and
grassland that make the river bank. Look carefully in amongst the grass beside the path and you will
see some very pretty and quite rare orchids of different kinds, with pink or white
flowers. Don’t try to pick the flowers because they are rare and if we pick them they might
not be there next year.

As we continue our walk we can see other hedgerow
plants such as dandelions and primroses. Coming into a part of the
path that goes along the side of a field we can see a big area of golden yellow – it’s a field
of buttercups. If you go and walk in the field you will find the pollen comes off
on your shoes and makes them yellow. Why not pick a flower and hold it under your friend’s
chin? Does their chin look yellow? Then they like butter. Further along the river we can see plants growing on the edge of the
water. The tall plants with the yellow flowers are called yellow flags.

Can you smell that lovely sweet scent? Look on the
very edge of the river at the big mound of tiny white flowers. That plant is called meadow
sweet.

Now look across the river to the other bank. Can
you see the big clump of purple pink flowers on the tall spikes? Look how far back they go into the
trees. Those plants are called purple loosestrife.

Be careful as you walk along this part of the path
because there are tree roots that stick up and you can easily trip over. The trees with pale green
leaves that are long and thin are willow trees and they like to live near water so
that they can get a lot of moisture to their roots. The wood from some kinds of willow trees is used
to make cricket bats.

The other trees that we can see along the river are
alder trees. These trees also like to grow close to water.

As we walk around the bend in the river you will
notice some plants growing in the water. Can you see those arrow-shaped leaves? Those plants growing
in the water with the very pale pink small flowers and the arrow-shaped bright-green leaves are
called arrowhead.

I hope you have all still
got your plastic jars on a piece of string with you because we have now come to a very shallow
stretch of water on the edge of the river. Very carefully drop your jar in the water and hold on to
the string. When the jar is full of water pull it out and have a look at the water. What can you see
in it? Have you caught any mini beasts?

Perhaps you have caught a freshwater
shrimp or prawn. Sometimes you can catch worms
and crabs that live in the water. Have you got any insects? If they have got long
legs they could be pond-skaters or water-boatmen. You might have
some water-spiders or mayfly larvae. If you are very lucky you
will have some snails or even a small fish like a stickleback. I
bet you have got some weed. If it has small pale yellow flowers it might be
water-crowfoot. Now empty the water and the creatures back into the river and we
must be on our way.

Where the sun is shining on the water over there,
can you see the insects with the brightly coloured bodies and the big transparent wings? They are
called dragonflies and they fly across water just above the surface.

Look at all these people sitting on the river bank
fishing. I wonder if they have caught anything. Have you noticed the nets that they keep in the
water? They put any fish they catch into them so that the fish don’t die. The fish that they
catch will be put back safe in the river when they decide to leave. Let’s have a look at the
fish this man has caught. He has been very lucky and
has caught roach, chub, perch and a small pike. Recently the River
Thames became clean enough for salmon to return to it. The salmon lay their eggs in
the freshwater and eventually the young fish swim down the river to the sea. We probably won’t
see any salmon today but we know they are there.

Look at the river bank on the other side. Can you
see those small holes? Stand here very quietly and watch. Did you see that flash of bright blue come
out of one of the holes and dive in the water? That was a kingfisher. There it is
now, perched on the dead branch sticking out of the water. Can you see the small fish in its beak?

Those black birds with a little bit of white on
their wings that are swimming down the river are called moorhens and
coots. The smaller ones are the moorhens. They both build their
nests near the river.

What I really want to see is a
water-vole like Ratty. If we stand still and look carefully at the river we might see one. I think that was either
a water-vole or a water-shrew that just splashed into the river.
There he goes swimming along among the plants at the edge of the water.

We have walked a long way but here on this quiet
piece of river bank I think we might see an otter. They are very shy creatures and
will be easily frightened by any noise we make, so we must be very quiet and patient. Look over
there in the water. Can you see the otter swimming and playing on the muddy bank?

If you look along this straight stretch of the
river you will see some other waterway joining the river. Let’s have a look at it. This is a
canal just like the one that joins the river a short way from Toad Hall and where
Toad gets a lift on a canal boat. Rivers are natural waterways but canals were dug by men to provide
links with rivers so that goods could be transported by water. The canals were dug before we had
cars or trains. Can you see the boats on the canal?

Those brightly painted long narrow boats are called
barges. They are sometimes called narrow-boats. In the past they carried coal and
other heavy goods from one town to another. The people who used them lived on them with their
families. They were about 23 metres long and just over 2 metres wide. They are just like the canal
barge that the barge-woman was on in The Wind in the Willows.

Can you see what is different? Those barges that we
can see have engines to move them along, but in the story the barge was pulled by a horse that
walked along the path beside the canal. The path is called the towpath because the
horse towed the barge along. Those that we can see on the canal are being used for holidays.
Let’s go and look at one that is moored beside the bank. You can now see that they are made of
wood and that at the rear end there is a cabin. This cabin has rooms for eating and sleeping in and
there’s a stove for heating and cooking.

Look carefully at the place where the canal joins
the river. Those big gates that go down into the water are called lock gates. Can
you see that there are two sets of gates and that the water is higher on one side? If we watch when
a boat comes along, we will see what happens. The gates are used to alter the height of the water so
that boats can move from the canal to the river.

What other boats can we see on the river? Ratty
loves everything to do with the river and he has his own small rowing boat. Ratty
calls his boat a painter. There is one just like Ratty’s coming down the river now. Can you
see the man with two oars and the other person sitting on the seat?

If you listen you will hear the splash of oars in
the water as a boat with eight people in it rows past. They are going very fast and are trying to
race the other boat that is coming along the river. I wonder which team will win.

I think we should follow the canal towpath for a
while and see if the canal bank is different to the river bank.

What do you notice about the water? Yes, you are
right. It doesn’t move like the river water. Up ahead is a tunnel over the canal. Shall we
walk along the path through the tunnel? Look up and you can see the bricks that the tunnel is made
of. Some tunnels were too narrow to have a path, so the horses had to be taken over the top and the
men on the barge lay on the roof of the barge and pushed with their feet against the tunnel roof to move the barge along. It must have been
very hard work.

I think it is time for us to go back to the river
and catch a boat for a trip that will take us along the Thames to London.

When the Romans settled in England they sailed up
the Thames from the North Sea and built a town where London is today. We shan’t see any
buildings built by the Romans but soon we should see some exciting historical buildings.

Have you noticed that we are getting close to the
centre of London? The green park areas that came down to the river edge have now disappeared. Get
ready to look for some of the famous places. Look on the left and you will see the Houses of
Parliament, where the Members of Parliament make the laws for the country. Can you see the
big clock tower? The clock’s bell is called Big Ben. The clock strikes every
hour.

If you look to the other side of the river as we
pass the Houses of Parliament you will notice the London Eye. The
London Eye is a very big wheel that is set on the bank of the Thames. You can have
a ride on it and at the top you can see all around London. It was built to mark the Millennium. At
night it is lit up.

Look at the other bank. Can you see a tall stone
needle shape? That is called Cleopatra’s Needle and is 3,500 years old. It
was brought to London from Egypt in the nineteenth century.

We are now going under a
lot of bridges. Some of them are road bridges and some carry the railway over the river. If you look
carefully among the tall buildings you will see the Dome of St Paul’s
Cathedral.

Soon we should be able to see the Tower of
London. Opposite the Tower of London we shall see a big warship called HMS
Belfast.

Can you see the Tower of London?
Parts of the Tower were built by William the Conqueror. The walls around the edges were built later
in the fifteenth century. The Crown Jewels are kept in the Tower of London. And one tower is very
famous and called the Bloody Tower. This was used as a prison. Many famous people have been locked
up here, including Elizabeth I, Sir Walter Raleigh, Anne Boleyn and Sir Thomas More. Prisoners were
taken in through Traitor’s Gate from the river and if they were found guilty they might be
executed on Tower Green. If you visit the Tower of London you will see the Yeomen Warders, who are
sometimes called Beefeaters, in their red Tudor uniforms.

Just ahead of us as we pass the Tower of London is
Tower Bridge. This is a very famous bridge over the River Thames. The centre of the
bridge lifts up so that big ships can pass along the Thames. The bridge was opened in 1894.

The river twists and turns now, going around
islands that used to be full of docks and ship-building areas. One section is called the Isle of Dogs and big sailing ships used to come there
from all over the world with cargoes of tea, spices and sugar.

If you look to the right you can see the top of one
of those old sailing ships. It is called the Cutty Sark. It is a tea
clipper – it had a lot of sails that enabled it to carry its cargo of tea to England very
quickly.

As we head out of London on our river trip we will
see the Millennium Dome, which was opened on 1 January 2000.

We must stop our Thames journey now and get back to
dry land. But just around the bend in the river we can see the Thames Flood
Barrier. Strange metal shapes are sticking out of the river. If the Thames is in danger of
overflowing its banks, this barrier will come up out of the river and stop the water flooding the
buildings in the centre of London.



        
            
                
                GLOSSARY
            

            Constantinople –
                Istanbul

            dell – small valley
                surrounded by trees

            dulce domum – home,
                sweet home (Latin)

            galoshes – plastic
                overshoes

            Grecian – things that
                come from Greece

            jury – a group of
                people in a court who decide if someone is guilty

            Levant – the eastern
                part of the Mediterranean Sea

            Pan – a Greek god

            sculling – rowing with
                two oars

            Ulysses – Ancient
                Greek hero who had many adventures

            washerwoman – a person
                who washed other peoples clothes by hand
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