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    Albatross was first performed on 28 April 2026 at Mercury Theatre, Colchester, followed by an East of England tour and a run at Omnibus Theatre, London. The cast was as follows:
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          Composer and Sound Designer
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          Technical Stage Manager
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          Dramaturgical Support

        

        	

        	
          Steve Waters

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Consultant

        

        	

        	
          Ashley Day

        
      


      
        	
          Marketing Consultant

        

        	

        	
          Karen Goddard

        
      


      
        	
          Print Design

        

        	

        	
          Geoff Shirley

        
      


      
        	
          Filmmaker for trailer

        

        	

        	
          Elena Morris-Gray

        
      


      
        	
          Student Placement

        

        	

        	
          Dimitra Filippa

        
      


      
        	
          Artistic Directors

        

        	

        	
          Paul Bourn

          and Patrick Morris

        
      


      
        	
          Board of Trustees

        

        	

        	
          James Barlow,

          Kay Blayney

          and Rebecca Myers

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    


    Eve’s kitchen. A 1980s house in a small town about seven miles north of Cambridge. A ‘Live, Laugh, Love’ sign hangs on the wall. Once neatly designed and immaculately maintained, there is something a bit ‘off’ about it. A lingering smell of damp. The floors look a bit weathered. There are watermarks up some of the cupboard doors. On a small table off to one side sits a large, stuffed albatross.


    EVE is clearing away the remnants of a candlelit dinner. An attempt at opulence in an otherwise rather sad environment. She takes off the tablecloth and folds it, extremely precisely. She looks at the albatross. It looks back at her.


    EVE. I thought they weren’t real.


    MARTIN (off ). What?


    EVE. Albatrosses. I thought they weren’t real.


    MARTIN (off ). Hang on.


    EVE. Or extinct maybe. Are they not extinct?


    The sound of a toilet flushing from off.


    MARTIN enters, doing up his flies.


    MARTIN. What’s extinct?


    EVE. Alabtrosses.


    Or is it Albatross? Plural. Like sheep are sheep if there’s one of them or lots of them.


    MARTIN (thinks). Albatrosses. Yes I think, I think you were right the first time.


    EVE. So they are real?


    MARTIN. Well… yes.


    EVE. Right. I just always thought, I dunno. Always thought they were made up. Like a phoenix or a dodo.


    MARTIN. Dodos are real.


    EVE. Are they?


    MARTIN. Well not anymore. They’re extinct.


    EVE. But albatrosses aren’t?


    MARTIN. I don’t think so.


    EVE. Oh.


    ,


    Will we see them?


    MARTIN. I don’t know. I presume so. Penguins definitely, they said. But not, I’m not sure about albatrosses.


    EVE. We can ask her tomorrow. When she’s back. See what she reckons.


    MARTIN. Yes.


    EVE. I suppose we’ll see all sorts.


    MARTIN. Hopefully.


    EVE. I’d like to see an elephant.


    MARTIN. Oh. I don’t think we’ll


    We might not


    EVE. Not on this trip, no. No, of course. But just


    One day.


    In the wild, I mean. Not in the


    I could just go to the zoo if I wanted to


    MARTIN. Yes.


    EVE. Loads of the buggers there.


    I just think it must be different seeing them in the wild. In their natural habitat. Not in the freezing cold, next to a llama, with a Starbucks and a children’s play area ten feet away.


    ,


    I just think that must be nice.


    MARTIN. Yes.


    EVE. But I’m looking forward to seeing penguins too.


    MARTIN. Me too.


    EVE. When I was much younger, in my dancing days, we did a whole show about penguins.


    MARTIN. Did you?


    EVE. I told you, didn’t I? About me being a dancer.


    MARTIN. You did, yes.


    EVE. A whole show about them. Quite the unexpected hit it was too. Toured all around the North, we did. Hull, Bradford, Rochdale. Even made it to Blackpool which was quite a


    Well, you’ll know from Strictly, quite a big deal.


    MARTIN. That’s right.


    EVE. All the men were dressed in suits, you know penguin suits, and us girls were in little black cocktail dresses with a white frilly panel down the front. All a bit of fun but, as I say, a real surprise box office smash as it turned out.


    MARTIN. Sounds wonderful.


    EVE. Well, yes. A lifetime ago now though. I used to travel all over the place then. The UK mostly, but sometimes abroad. This will be the furthest I’ve ever gone though. Will it for you?


    MARTIN. Yes. Haven’t been beyond Europe.


    EVE. Oh the things we’ll see.


    ,


    I was thinking of packing a kettle maybe. Is that mad?


    MARTIN. A kettle?


    EVE. Yea. Maybe that’s mad. I just, I go a bit loopy if I don’t have a cup of tea in the morning. You know, as the first thing I do. So I just thought, maybe a travel kettle? We could keep it in the room. In the cabin.


    MARTIN. We could, yes. But


    EVE. But then I don’t know what to do about milk. Do you think they’ll have milk?


    MARTIN. On the cruise?


    EVE. Yes, of course. Silly question.


    MARTIN. There’ll be a whole dining area. Areas. You’ll be able to get anything you like.


    EVE. All through the day though? Because I do also like a cup of tea in the afternoon.


    MARTIN. Yes, I think you’ll be


    EVE. I’ll just take one. I’ll take the kettle. Just to be on the safe side.


    MARTIN. Okay.


    Pause.


    EVE. I think I’ll wait to tell her. You know. About us going away. I think I’ll wait a few days. After she’s back.


    MARTIN. Oh?


    EVE. She can be a bit


    And she sounded funny. You know. On the phone. She’s always a bit funny when she first gets back.


    MARTIN. Okay, but


    EVE. Not too long. Just a day or so. Just to let her settle back in.


    MARTIN. Because we go next Friday.


    EVE. I know. I know, but I just


    I just think I’ll, that she’ll


    That it’ll just be better this way.


    MARTIN. Okay, well. Whatever you think is best.


    EVE goes to MARTIN and puts her arms around him.


    EVE. What are you most looking forward to? On the trip.


    MARTIN. Spending time with you.


    EVE. Give over.


    MARTIN. I am! I’m looking forward to getting to know you better. Just the two of us.


    EVE. That’s nice.


    ,


    Do you think I’ll like the food? I don’t know what kind of food it’ll be down there.


    MARTIN. All sorts I imagine. Probably a buffet.


    EVE. Really? Oh, I just go mad for a buffet.


    MARTIN. They’ve got food from every nationality apparently.


    EVE. Oh yeah?


    MARTIN. Italian, Chinese, Japanese


    She kisses him.


    EVE. Oh, Martin.


    MARTIN. Mediterranean.


    EVE. You’re making me giddy.


    MARTIN. Salad bars, pizza by the slice. An omelette station.


    She kisses him again.


    EVE. Oh, Martin! I can’t wait.


    MARTIN. Me neither.


    She goes to kiss him again.


    A cry from upstairs.


    EVE. Oh god.


    (Grimaces.) Sorry. I’d better see what that’s about.


    MARTIN. Do you have to?


    EVE. She’ll only come down.


    MARTIN kisses her this time.


    MARTIN. Are you sure?


    EVE hesitates.


    Another cry from upstairs.


    EVE. I’ll be back in two ticks. Don’t go anywhere.


    She exits.


    A moment of stillness as MARTIN is left alone.


    Then he looks towards the albatross. It looks at him.


    He goes to it, reaches out a hand to touch it.


    The lights flicker.


    *


    A little while later. The kitchen is now dark. The lights are off. Cutting through the black, the sound of two people rutting. Perhaps we’re not quite sure what we’re hearing at first but then it becomes abundantly clear.


    After a moment, the main light is switched on to reveal EVE and MARTIN, illuminated in the suddenly piercing light, in an extremely compromising position – up against the cabinets maybe, or over the dining table. And in the doorway, hand still on the light switch is ALICE, a large rucksack on her back, her mouth open.


    There is silence for a moment as EVE and MARTIN look towards ALICE, and ALICE looks at them.


    ALICE (horrified). Mum!


    EVE (delighted). Alice! You’re back.


    ALICE. Oh my god. Oh my shitting, fucking / god


    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    Albatross first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2026 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, in association with Menagerie Theatre


    This ebook first published in 2026


    Albatross copyright © 2026 Martha Loader


    Martha Loader has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work


    Cover photograph: Alejandro Gaytan via Shutterstock


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
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    ISBN 978 1 78850 974 9 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION    This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This book may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


    Amateur Performing Rights    Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States and Canada: Curtis Brown Ltd, see details below


    Professional Performing Rights    Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed in the first instance to Curtis Brown Ltd, Cunard House, 15 Regent Street, St James’s, London SW1Y 4LR, tel +44 (0)20 7393 4400, fax +44 (0)20 7393 4401, email cb@curtisbrown.co.uk


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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