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​ Forgotten Country Of
Africa - Mozambique

The Republic
of Mozambique is one of the most beautiful countries in the world.
The spectacular azure ocean, pristine sandy beaches and off-shore
islands basked in sunshine are just a few of the many attractions
that draw visitors from neighboring countries, and many other parts
of the world, to this laid-back country. The fact that it’s mostly
undeveloped and visitors can drive for mile upon mile without
seeing anything but beach and ocean is a pleasure one does not have
in many other countries.

Vasco da Gama
called this place Terra de Boa Gente when he first landed on these
shores, because of the friendliness of the people living here.
Today the same can be said about the Mozambicans, they are still a
friendly laid-back people.

Mozambique is
one of Africa’s best kept secrets, but it will not last forever, as
tourists from around the globe are discovering this gem of the
Indian Ocean. Family vacations are fun and very affordable
here.
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The villages
are small where people mostly live in huts constructed from wooden
poles covered with palm leaves. Many of them do not have any
facilities like shops and banks or schools in the vicinity.

The wildlife
and rugged interior of Mozambique is also a great attraction to
travelers seeking adventure. There are plenty of opportunities for
game viewing, diving and snorkeling to view the tropical fish
darting through the spectacular coral reefs in a splash of
color.

The beauty of
Mozambique was temporarily marred by the civil war during 1977 to
1992 but since then has recovered a great deal. It is taking many
billions of dollars to rebuild this country and to bring it back to
life, after the war had brought it to a standstill for many years.
Perhaps the lack of funds is the greatest setback in getting the
country back on track again.

Sadly, once
the civil war broke out the tourist trade began to dwindle, and
eventually visitors stopped coming to this beautiful African
paradise. Tourists feared for their lives in this war ravaged
country and stayed away, and this is how Mozambique became almost a
forgotten country. It’s sad to think how this once vibrant tourist
location became a dumping ground for landmines and old ammunition.
It was known as the country with the most amputees in the
world.

For the less
adventurous it’s best to stick to the southern side of Mozambique
where the roads are still relatively good and accommodation can be
found along the route. For the more adventurous you will not want
to miss crossing the Zambezi River in the north and entering the
rugged side of Mozambique where the scenery is more spectacular.
You will enjoy the beauty of pristine sandy beaches and a sense of
freedom in the wide open spaces. These stunning beaches are often
isolated, leaving you alone with the sky, sea and sand; an ideal
place to work on your tan.

Traveling is
not always plain sailing as roads become obsolete before your eyes
and you have to continue your journey by navigating through the
rough terrain. Accommodation is not so plentiful in places, but
there is always the alternative of sleeping under the stars. There
are beautiful lodges sparsely spaced in the most unexpected places,
and are often run by foreigners, who came to explore the country
and found they could not tear themselves away from this exotic
country.

Self catering
apartments and camping areas are mostly available in the more
populated areas. Most travelers enjoy camping and sleeping under
the stars or in tents. There is nothing preventing you from camping
close to or on the beach in rural areas.

Towing a
caravan or even a trailer is not to be advised in Mozambique, as
the terrain is far too rough in most places. Light vehicles will
never get you through the country so 4 x 4 vehicles are the only
way to travel safely.

Research the
area of Mozambique you wish to visit, to make sure that getting
there will not be a problem and that you know what gear you need to
take with you. Bear in mind that this country is not yet at the
stage where everything you require can be purchased in a local
store. In the rural areas there is not much to buy, so if you
intend camping bring the necessary camping equipment with you from
the other side the borders of Mozambique.

Decide before
the time which region you will be visiting and then you can decide
what you want to do there, where to go, and how to get there, it
will save you more time to enjoy your great vacation. There are so
many things that you can do. You can go swimming in the warm ocean
waters or spend time lazing on the stunning sandy beaches in the
sun. Scuba diving, snorkeling, surfing, sailing and fishing are all
activities that are great in this laid-back country.

A vacation in
a sub tropical area is usually about relaxing in the water and
enjoying the sunshine. Decide if you want to be around other
vacation makers, or if you would rather be on an isolated beach
with your family. The choice is yours, you can find a spot along
the coast where you will virtually be isolated from other people,
that is what you prefer.
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As time goes
by Mozambique will have more to offer the visitors, like better
accommodation, more restaurants and perhaps more shopping
facilities; but one does wonder if this will indeed be an
improvement to the country or not. The very fact that Mozambique is
so underdeveloped gives it most of its appeal. It’s a paradise for
the visitor who wants to get away from city life to have a complete
rest and enjoy the natural wonders of the country.

Geography

​ Mozambique is a long narrow country
situated on the east coast of Africa. It’s bordered by Tanzania in
the north and South Africa, Swaziland and Kwa Zulu-Natal Province
in the south. The Indian Ocean is the eastern boundary and Zimbabwe
is on the west side. It’s a relatively flat country with a
coastline of about 2 520 kilometers long, so it’s no wonder that
there are so many splendid beaches to enjoy.

The coastline
stretches from the mouth of Rio Rovuma in the north up to Ponta do
Ouro in the south. It is breathtakingly beautiful in places with
many swamps and bays, many of them fringed with mangroves or
coconut palms. Mozambique also sports many large rivers that
criss-cross the country. There are many islands off the coast,
which attract anglers and scuba divers from all over the world.
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The country
only has one capital city, which is Maputo. It’s also the largest
city in the country. Maputo was ravaged during the war and has
still not fully recovered. Many of the old colonial buildings are
in disrepair and disuse but there is much evidence of new buildings
being erected.

Most of the
commerce of the country is carried out in Maputo. There are many
restaurants and shops in the city and street markets galore.
Accommodation is available from 5 star luxury hotels, to self
catering locations and camping sites outside the city.

History

​ History records that thousands of years
ago people began migrating to this area from the Niger Delta. They
already had access to iron tools and weapons at that time, which
they introduced to this region.

It is
estimated that in about the 8th century AD sailors began
to land here coming from Arabia. This is why centuries later
Swahili and Arab ports were established along the coast. When Vasco
da Gama discovered Mozambique in 1498 he came across these
functioning ports. It was later colonized by Portugal in 1505.
Although Mozambique only became independent in 1975 the Portuguese
heritage is still very evident in Mozambique.

​Climate

The country is
largely tropical to sub-tropical. It only has two seasons, a wet
season and a dry season. The wet season is from October to March,
this is the summer months. The dry season from April to September,
is the winter period, which is cooler and drier, but never cold.
Inland the nights can become cold so a duvet and warmer clothing
will be necessary at night time.

The
north-eastern coast of Mozambique is the hottest and most humid
area in the country.

Rainfall is
heavier along the coastal area with cyclones being common in the
wet season. In most cases it’s better to visit Mozambique during
the dry season, especially if you are driving overland and planning
to visit Game Reserves. You could get bogged down in the mud in the
grasslands and savannah regions.

The beauty of
the rainfall in this country is that after a heavy downpour, which
usually does not last long, the sun will immediately come out
again.

The weather
along the coast is always sunny and warm even during winter, which
is why it’s such a sought after vacation destination.

Languages
spoken

​ The only official
language spoken in Mozambique is Portuguese, although many people
speak the native languages like Swahili, Makhuwa and Sena, they do
understand Portuguese as well. You will find many of the people
living around Maputo are able to speak and understand a little
English, which they learn from the tourists coming from South
Africa and other first world countries.

Learn a few
Portuguese words and phrases before you start your vacation, if you
intend traveling off the beaten tracks where people only speak
Portuguese. It will help to make your vacation much more enjoyable,
and less stressful, if you learn a few Portuguese phrases before
you leave home. It’s polite to be able to greet people in their own
language even if you pronounce it incorrectly, everyone will
appreciate that you at least tried to speak their language.
Learning Portuguese phrases for “pardon me” and other small
apologies make people more inclined to help you. For example,
yelling “waiter” in English is definitely rude and not on, so learn
a simple phrase for “excuse me sir”. No one likes being summoned in
a rude way in a foreign language.

Rehabilitation of
the country

​
Much has still to be done about rehabilitating the infrastructure
of the country, but much has already been done. A country that used
to thrive on tourism is again beginning to attract tourists from
all over the world, as tourist resorts and facilities begin
springing up all over the place. Everywhere there is evidence that
the country is rapidly recovering from its ordeal. The growing
wildlife population can also attest to this. Commerce is beginning
to thrive again as people begin to realize the potential of their
country.

The greatest
drawback in the rehabilitation program is always the lack of
finances. Mozambique is an extremely poor country with a very high
unemployment rate, as there are not enough industries and
agricultural projects practiced to generate jobs for all
Mozambicans. Many people don’t even have a decent roof over their
heads or enough to eat, so restoring the infrastructure of their
country is the last thought on most citizens’ minds.

Education

​ As with so many other factors in
the country, education has also suffered as a result of the wars.
The authorities are doing all they can to rectify the system, but
apart from the lack of financial resources, there is a serious lack
of trained teaches as the number of students rises.

Education is a
huge problem as there are not enough schools for the population;
funds to build more schools in the country are sadly lacking. In
some cases children attend schools in rotation to best utilize the
buildings. Classes will be given during the morning for the younger
children, in the afternoon for older children and then in the
evenings for young adults. This system seems to work well for many
towns.

There are a
number of universities in the Mozambique, which are trying to
uplift the standard of education. Young children in particular, are
being

Tourist
Attractions












Shopping






​Cuisine











Agriculture








Maputo – the
largest city in Mozambique












Beira – the
second largest city in Mozambique








Nampula






Quelimane








Chimoio






Inhambane
City







Xai-Xai







Pemba







​Lichinga



Tete






Ponto D’
Ouro





Vilanculos








Bazaruto
Archipelago











Mozambique’s
National Parks




Niassa Game
Reserve






Gorongosa
National Park















Mount
Gorongosa





Gile National
Reserve




Banhine National
Park





Marromeu National
Reserve




Limpopo National
Park





Quirimbus
National Park






Chimanimani
National Park




Zinave National
Park





Pomene National
Reserve




Maputo National
Reserve





Making your
vacation in Mozambique more affordable






Visit Mozambique
sooner rather than later








cover.jpg





tmp_bba3bd198de2d8d25f4bd1f3ebcde7e3_VJRFgb_html_m429c02ca.jpg





tmp_bba3bd198de2d8d25f4bd1f3ebcde7e3_VJRFgb_html_1450f508.jpg





tmp_bba3bd198de2d8d25f4bd1f3ebcde7e3_VJRFgb_html_m29989191.jpg





