

[image: image]



PEGGY MILAM CREIGHTON, PhD, is a school librarian, a writer, and a speaker with an interest in educational technology. She has more than 29 years of experience in classroom teaching and library media. She is currently employed as a school library media specialist in Atlanta, Georgia.

Dr. Creighton received her BS in education from Georgia State University, her Master of Early Childhood Education from Mercer University in Atlanta, and her Master of Library Media Education and Instructional Technology from Georgia State University. She earned her EdS in Media and Instructional Technology from the University of West Georgia and achieved her National Board Certification in Library Media the same year. Dr. Creighton earned her PhD in Educational Technology from Walden University. She is active in several professional organizations and is a frequent presenter at conferences. She is also the author of numerous professional articles and two previous books: National Board Certification in Library Media: A Candidate’s Journal (2005) and InfoQuest: A New Twist on Information Literacy (2002), both of which are ABC-CLIO publications.


The Secret Reasons Why Teachers Are Not Using Web 2.0 Tools and What School Librarians Can Do about It

Peggy Milam Creighton

[image: image]


Copyright 2012 by ABC-CLIO, LLC

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in a review, or reproducibles, which may be copied for classroom and educational programs only, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Creighton, Peggy Milam.

  The secret reasons why teachers are not using web 2.0 tools and what school librarians can do about it / Peggy Milam Creighton.

      p. cm.

  Includes index.

  ISBN 978-1-58683-532-3 (pbk.) — ISBN 978-1-58683-533-0 (ebook)  1.  Internet in education.  2.  School libraries—Computer network resources.  3.  Web 2.0.  I.  Title.

  LB1044.87.C754  2012

  371.33′44678—dc23      2011051501

ISBN: 978-1-58683-532-3

EISBN: 978-1-58683-533-0

16  15  14  13  12    1  2  3  4  5

This book is also available on the World Wide Web as an eBook.

Visit www.abc-clio.com for details.

Linworth

An Imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC

ABC-CLIO, LLC

130 Cremona Drive, P.O. Box 1911

Santa Barbara, California 93116-1911

This book is printed on acid-free paper[image: image]

Manufactured in the United States of America


This book is dedicated to
Vern, Ryan, and Kristen,
who are always in my heart.


Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction

Chapter 1: What Is Web 2.0?

What Do You Know about Web 2.0?

Defining the World Wide Web

Defining Web 2.0

Web 2.0 Teaching Tools to Use Now!

Where Do We Go from Here?

Action Steps

Interactive Features of This Chapter

Final Thoughts

Extending the Conversation

Chapter 2: Barriers to Using Web 2.0 in 21st-Century Schools

The Impact of Web 2.0 on K–12 Education

The Digital Divide

Advantages of Web 2.0

Disadvantages of Web 2.0

Action Steps

Extending the Conversation

Chapter 3: School Library 2.0

Web 2.0

Web 2.0 Tools for School Librarians and Readers to Use Now!

Other Popular Tools

Implications for School Librarians

Action Steps

Final Thoughts

Extending the Conversation

Chapter 4: Interpreting the Research

Research on Web 2.0 in 21st-Century Schools

Research-based Reasons Teachers Are Not Using Web 2.0

Implications for Practice

Action Steps

Extending the Conversation

Chapter 5: How School Librarians Can Serve as Change Agents in Their Schools

The Setting

The Seven-Step Plan

Scenarios

Influence Beyond the Local School

Next Steps

Extending the Conversation

Glossary

Works Cited

Index


Acknowledgments

I would like to thank Blanche Woolls for her editing expertise and guidance in completing this project. I would also like to thank my husband, Vern, for his patience and support while I worked late hours completing this manuscript. Without his unflinching belief in me, I could not have finished this project on time. I would also like to thank my children, Ryan and Kristen, who are my biggest cheerleaders.


Introduction

My favorite aunt has more Facebook friends than I do. She creates photo streams and links to videos and even sends me e-cards on special occasions. Although she is 80-something, she connects to social networks from her smart phone and computer. She has joined the technology revolution (Braulein, 2008).

Web 2.0 has brought about this technology revolution. What is Web 2.0? According to Will Richardson (2010), Web 2.0 is the read-write web; it is a community of users who can collaboratively post text, images, and other multimedia, while all of the connected world can respond online to these postings.

Web 2.0 is responsible for the rapid growth of interactive digital tools for creating, communicating, and collaborating online. Commerce, medicine, transportation, the military, and other industries quickly adapted to the techno-revolution, creating Facebook pages and Tweeting, posting to blogs and subscribing to RSS feeds, soliciting customer ratings and comments, and creating a real-time online presence. The education industry, however, has lagged far behind. As a result, today’s high school graduates are not well prepared to enter a digital workforce.

Substantial efforts have been made to bring schools into the 21st-century connected world, which has produced a plan to help schools go digital, according to Braulein (2008). School districts across the country are spending record amounts on 21st-century tools such as interactive white boards, ceiling-mounted projectors, and student response systems, but are they being used? Unfortunately, research indicates that technology integration has not reached its full potential and that teachers lament about lack of time, lack of technology training, lack of administrative support for technology integration efforts, lack of opportunity to practice skills, and other barriers to use (Creighton, 2010). In some schools, teachers are still not integrating technology into instruction, and are not using Web 2.0 tools at all.

In view of this situation, what can school librarians do? There has never been a greater need for practicing school librarians to get involved. I see the present time as a wake-up call for school library media specialists to become vocal social change agents, vociferous advocates for school library programs, and voracious consumers of Web 2.0 tools. It is a time when school librarians, who already wear many hats, should add yet one more—a Library 2.0 trainer hat.

Although some school librarians think they should stick to only what is written in their job descriptions, it may be time to reconsider. While budget cuts have struck many from the faculty list, school librarians can reposition themselves as the most important member of the faculty and add an extra layer of job security to their positions. By leveraging leadership, collaboration, and technology skills they already possess in their repertoire, school librarians can evolve into media experts as well as critical partners. They can meet the needs of 21st-century learners and add to their resumés at the same time. They can tweak their influence to effect positive social change in their schools and districts.

The purpose of this book is to detail the current state of technology integration and Internet use in K–12 schools, and the reasons why classroom teachers often fail to incorporate Web 2.0 tools into their instruction and collaboration with other educators. The book will cover authoritative definitions of Web 2.0, the types of Web 2.0 tools suited for use in educational settings, the research-based reasons they are underutilized, and strategies for school librarians to model their use and teach others to do so, as well.

Written in simple terms, this book will appeal to school librarians, practicing K–12 educators, K–12 school and district administrators, teacher educators, and researchers in the field of K–12 education who wish to effect a positive social change in improving student achievement.


CHAPTER 1 What Is Web 2.0?

This chapter will take a fresh look at Web 2.0, the read-write web, from the perspective of current authorities in the educational field. It will include examples of wikis, blogs, digital storytelling, document sharing, podcasts, vodcasts, instant messaging, photo streams, resource sharing, social mapping, and more. Subtopics include:


	Current definitions from authoritative sources

	Examples of Web 2.0 tools

	Samples of Web 2.0 tools for K–12 education

	Screenshots and links



Although this chapter will begin with a definition of the World Wide Web that you may not need, teachers with whom you work may need some additional explanation. So what do you know about Web 2.0?

What Do You Know about Web 2.0?

Even though you might use the World Wide Web on a regular basis and might think you know all about it, Web 2.0 represents a change in online activities and services, and, consequently, a change in the mindset of users.


	Are you familiar with the difference between Web 2.0 and its predecessor?

	Do you know how the new World Wide Web came to be?

	Can you speak confidently to your students and faculty about the features of Web 2.0?

	Do you know which Web 2.0 sites are best for instructional purposes?



If not, read on! This chapter is just for you.

Defining the World Wide Web

The World Wide Web, abbreviated as WWW, is the group of networked interfaces and hypertext links that comprise the Internet. These networked links consist of web sites or pages that may contain images, text, videos, or multimedia. In order to retrieve these resources, Internet users must access the Internet through a web browser such as Internet Explorer, Mozilla/Firefox, or Google Chrome. Internet users will then use a search engine such as Bing (www.bing.com) or Google (www.google.com) to enter a key word or type in a URL (Universal Resource Locator) address such as www.myhomepage.org.
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Reprinted with permission of the World Wide Web Consortium, 2011

The World Wide Web organization of the Internet has been
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Figure 1.1: Commonalities between Web 1.0 and Web 2.0
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Reader Survey 2



	Do you use YouTube or some other media hosting site?

	Do you use Twitter or some other microblogging site?

	Do you use Library Thing or some other book cataloging site?

	Do you use Delicious or some other social bookmarking site?

	Do you have a Facebook or some other social networking page?

	Are such tools open to students or blocked in your district?



Dynamic Code




Reader Survey 3



Cloud Computing






Reader Survey 4



	Do you use Open Office or some other productivity tools site?

	Do you use Google Docs or some other document-sharing site?

	Do you use Flickr or some other photo-sharing site?

	Has your school embraced the paper-free movement?






Syndication



Reader Survey 5



	Have you established an RSS feed to anything you have posted online?

	Do you subscribe to RSS feeds from others?

	How could using an RSS feed help you in planning for students with special needs, differentiating content, or in customizing lesson plans?
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Web 2.0 Architecture
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Reader Survey 6



	Do filters prevent access to online content in your district or school?

	How do you teach digital citizenship to your students?



Web 2.0 Teaching Tools to Use Now!
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Where Do We Go from Here?





Action Steps



	Explore the sites listed in this chapter, considering their application to instruction in your school. Could you initiate a collaborative instructional project with a classroom teacher using at least one of these sites?

	Investigate a feature of Web 2.0 you may not be using, such as an RSS feed. Visit YouTube (www.youtube.com) or Wikihow (www.wikihow.com) to find out how to set up your own RSS feed. Establish a feed for your own blog or subscribe to feeds from the blogs of others using Google Reader or a similar service.

	Try out a different web browser today. If you are not using Firefox, or Google Chrome, for example, explore the possibilities each one offers.

	Try out a different search engine today. Have you explored Bing or Yahoo? Try some searches you have conducted in Google and compare the results with different search engines.

	Take advantage of dynamic code by embedding some widgets on your blog or website. Begin with a calendar, weather, time, or map widget (if you have a Google homepage, try a search of Google gadgets).

	Explore some Web 2.0 applications, such as the ones highlighted earlier in this chapter.



Interactive Features of This Chapter



Final Thoughts


Extending the Conversation




	What sites do you visit frequently?

	What sorts of activities do you engage in there?

	What would you like to see more of online?

	What would you like to see less of online?

	Do you use Web 2.0 personally?

	Do you use Web 2.0 professionally?

	What barriers have you had to overcome in using Web 2.0?

	What features of Web 2.0 sites do you like the most?

	What features of Web 2.0 sites do you like the least?

	What do you feel would encourage more teachers to teach with Web 2.0?
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