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READING JOHN LARA’S The Samaritan 

Introduction - General Overview  

The Samaritan tells the story of the corrupt municipal officials of Maracas Municipality. Their corrupt ways catch up with them after two students at Sagrada Secondary School within the Municipality win the year’s Secondary Schools’ National Innovation Competition by creating The Samaritan, a computer app through which anomalies within their society can be reported by the public incognito. The Mayor is invited to launch it but he tries to stop not only the launch but further use of the App when he realizes its ramifications. The officials dismiss the issue and go on a six-week lull only to be rudely reawakened by heightened activity on the App and exposure of corruption in the Municipality which is widely reported in all the local dailies. The Mayor convenes a meeting to deal with the matter. The app sets the corrupt municipal officials against one another when, in the meeting, the officials disagree, breaking into two factions; the first, under Seymour and Ramdaye, the Deputy Mayor, tries to oust the Mayor. The second, under the Mayor and Bembe, the Chief of Police, tries to outdo them; it tries to defend the Mayor by getting the rival group jailed. An impasse results, at the center of which is Justice Ian Jaden, the Municipality’s Chief Justice. Jaden has a clever idea; they can stop their own troubles by getting Teacher Nicole to join them. They all agree. They head for a meeting at the school where they meet Teacher Nicole and the offer is given. The teacher is first mistaken that they want her help and she tells them all they need is spiritual purity. As they persuade her to take a job at the Municipal offices, anti-corruption officials arrive and arrest them. 

Summary of the Acts and Scenes – the play is in FOUR ACTS and TWELVE SCENES.

Act 1 Scene I: Setting – Time: End of the (school) year. Place: School Hall at Sagrada Secondary School. Action; The Mayor has been invited to launch The Samaritan App – an innovation by Alvita and Montano – the event is postponed.  

Scene II: Setting – Time: roughly SIX WEEKS later; Second Monday of January the following year; Place: The Mayor’s Boardroom at the Maracas Municipal Headquarters. Action: The Mayor has called a meeting of the Municipal officials to discuss how to deal with The Samaritan App whose effect is spreading like bushfire. The meeting ends in disarray; Jaden walks out; there is a near fight between the Mayor against Ted and Seymour who threaten to oust the Mayor. 

Scene III: Setting – Time: A WEEK later, Wednesday Evening 9 pm, ‘We must stop the meeting tomorrow’ (48). Place: Jungle Room, Madingo Golf Club. Action: The Mayor has called a meeting of Bembe, Harvester and himself to strategize against his ouster.

Act 2 Scene I: Setting – Time: following morning, Thursday, 8 am. Place: Nicole’s office, Sagrada Secondary School. Action: The two students, Alvita and Montano, express their apprehension over their teacher. Nicole is summoned to the Principal’s office. 

Scene II: Setting – Time: Same Thursday, a little later – 8 something. Place: The Principal’s Boardroom, Sagrada Secondary School. Action: The Principal calls Nicole to warn her of the Mayor’s visit; the Mayor arrives and tries to persuade Nicole to stop The Samaritan App but fails; ends up threatening her. 

Scene III: Setting – Time: same Thursday, late afternoon. Place: Sky Room, Madingo Golf Club. Action: Deputy Mayor Ramdaye, Seymour and Ted King meet to discuss the failed Mayor’s ouster demos (earlier that morning) and plan the way forward; later joined by the Political Opposition Chief Basdeo. Resolve to make the Mayor’s name dirty during the Carnival the following Wednesday. (will all be arrested the same day). 

Act 3 Scene I: Setting – Time: following day, Friday, morning: Place: Classroom, Sagrada Secondary School. Action: Nicole teaches about religion and connects it to morality (and lack of it in the Maracas Municipality) and the effects. Narine and Bembe arrive; Bembe is here to inspect Nicole’s office. 

Scene II: Setting – Time: a few minutes later...Friday morning. Place: Nicole’s office. Action: Bembe searches Nicole’s office, intimidates her on pretense of enforcing the Mayor’s instructions given to her earlier. She stays put. He arrests her. 

Scene III: Setting – Time: Monday, late afternoon. Place: Jungle Room, Madingo Golf Club. Action: Mayor Mossi and Bembe meet Judge Jaden to convince him to join them. He resists. They intimidate him into acceptance. He is ordered to arrange the arraigning of Seymour, Ted and Basdeo.

Act 4 Scene I: Setting – Time: Tuesday, late morning. Place: Chambers of Judge Jaden. Action: Judge Jaden has called Mr. Harvester to talk to him about arranging a meeting for all the officials so that they can counter The Samaritan as a team. He says they will trust Harvester for he is ‘a man of God’. Harvester promises to talk to them all that evening and arrange the meeting first thing the following day. 

Scene II: Setting – Time: Wednesday morning. Place: Chambers of Judge Jaden: Action: all the officials meet to chart the way forward as suggested by Judge Jaden. Several ideas are mooted but dismissed before all settle on visiting Nicole to try to offer her a position at the Municipal. 

Scene III: Setting - Time: Same Wednesday, lunch hour. Place: Sagrada Secondary School, Principal’s Boardroom. Action: the officials meet Nicole to persuade her to work with them. She declines and ‘preaches’ to them. Alvita and Montano rush in to ‘defend’ their teacher against the police who have arrived. Tajo comes in and arrests all the Municipal officials. 

Plot 

ACT 1, SCENE I

It is the end of the school year at Sagrada Secondary School. The Deputy Principal, Mr. Carmona, prepares the students to receive the Municipal officials, led by the Mayor, who are coming to officially launch The Samaritan, an internet App developed by Alvita and Montano, two students at Sagrada Secondary School. The app has won the Secondary Schools National Innovation









	Teacher Nicole already knows about The Samaritan App. Why does she introduce the skit which explains what The Samaritan is about then? Why does she choose a roundabout way of introducing the App?

	How does the Mayor enter the hall at the beginning of Act 1 Scene I? What is he carrying? What does he do with what he is carrying? What is his attitude towards his invitation? How can you tell? What does this tell us about his expectations during the meetings?

	Hypocrisy and Pretense are crucial themes in literature. Examine the meaning of each word. Can you pick practical examples of this in your class? School? Neighborhood? 

	Read the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10: 25-37. What are the similarities between the Samaritan in the parable and The Samaritan App in the play? 



	What things does Nicole disagree with during the skit? Pick them out. What is common about them? Since these two are her best students, do you really think she disagrees with the rest of what they say? What is she doing then? For what purpose? 

	At what point does the Mayor’s attitude change? What does he do which harbingers this change? What is his reaction to Alvita talking about ‘good people’? What does he do immediately after and what is the significance of this? What is the irony of the beginning of his address on pg. 14? 

	Hypocrisy and pretense come out by comparing how a person acts in one instance as compared to later. How do the actions of the Mayor at the beginning contrast with his later behavior? In what ways do the Mayor’s words conflict or disagree with his actions? Pick ten illustrations. 

	In what ways can Alvita, Montana and Nicole be seen as Samaritans (comparable to the Samaritan in the bible)? What about the Play itself? Who do the other characters in the parable compare with in the play? Draw clear parallels. 



	What is Nicole’s reaction at the end of Act 1? What does she mean by ‘I will do what is right’? How is this explained by her introduction (see the stage directions), her using the skit to introduce The Samaritan App, her disagreeing with her best students in the skit? How do the futuristic things identified by Alvita in her argument compare with the achievements of The Samaritan App? How does this unify the plot? 

	What is the Mayor’s final reaction to The Samaritan App? Why do you think he reacts this way? Drawing evidence from the beginning when he appears on stage right through Act 1 Scene I, show why this reaction is not surprising. Use three distinct descriptive adjectives to describe him giving three illustrations for each adjective. 

	Look around you. How many examples of hypocrisy and pretense can you pick from your society? Your school? Village? A CRE teacher, for example, who teaches water but drinks wine? Or a priest? Examine the promises made by politicians and the way they behave after elections. What does this teach you about hypocrisy and pretense? Regarding this, whose foolish, the politicians or those who believe such promises? 

	What is the use of parables in teaching morality? Why did Jesus use them? How does the skit in Act 1 compare with a parable? What about The Samaritan App? Whose parable is each and for what intention is it used? 









	Look carefully at the beginning of Scene II. How are the officials described? What suggests here that there are two camps? Examine the officials dressing and mannerisms. 

	Examine Judge Jayden’s dressing. What does it reveal about his character? Look at pgs. 22, 27 and 29. What does Jaden keep doing? What more does this suggest about his character? 

	Look at the titles of the officials. What jobs have they been entrusted with? Do they do them? What has the Mayor summoned them here for? What does this tell you about the officials and their duties? 

	An idiom is a group of words established by usage as having a meaning not deducible from the meaning of the individual words (e.g. over the moon, see the light). List ten idioms you can remember and their meanings. 



	Look at pg. 22. How is Ted sitting? What is he doing? How does this rhyme with his dressing earlier described? How old do you think he is? What do both Ted and Seymour say on pg. 25 that suggests the Mayor and Harvester are targeting them?

	What does Jaden say he remembers reading? What would you say about him as compared to the other officials who have no clue about The Samaritan App? ‘You can fly...below the radar’ (29). What does Jaden mean by this? How does it characterize him?

	What kind of power do the jobs of each of these officials come with? How do they use this power? Does the power help them do their jobs or not do them? 

	What are wolves in sheep clothing? On pg. 26, who does the Mayor refer to by this idiom? What is the irony of the Mayor saying this? What is ‘to fly below the radar’? ‘to get away with something’? (29). How do these idioms apply to the way Jaden lives? How does this explain his character? 



	‘You senseless thieves...stolen money?’ (35). Who are these words directed at? How does this agree with both their dressing and their behavior seen throughout Scene II? What does their reaction and their walking out together tell you?

	Would you say Jaden is moral? How can the term cunning apply to him? Get illustrations for this. How else can he be described as deduced in questions 2 and 6 above? How will the Mayor eventually outwit him? 

	In what ways do the Municipal officials abuse both their powers and their offices? Pick illustrations from this scene which show how each of them does this. Using at least twelve illustrations, write a two-page essay entitled, Abuse of Power in John Lara’s The Samaritan. 

	Read through the play and come up with twenty idioms. Examine their meaning and their interpretation in context, then write a two-page essay about idioms as an aspect of language use in the play explaining clearly what they add to the play in general. 









	Why has the Mayor called the meeting of the three? Who’s missing from the group since the last meeting? Can you identify where the reason for his absence is revealed? What do you think happened after the last meeting at the end of Act 1 Scene II? 

	Why do you think the Mayor reassures Bembe and stops him from leaving the meeting? Why do you think Harvester sticks with the Mayor? What has he done for the Mayor in the past? What about in this scene? 

	What is the money allocated to the Municipal Council meant for? In what way should the Mayor and his officials be accountable for funds under their care? 

	What do you understand by the term irony? Examine the dictionary for the right meaning. How many types of irony are there? How are they used in literature? 



	What are the worries of Bembe and Harvester? What have each been accused of? What about the Mayor? How does the Mayor reassure them? 

	Why do you think the Mayor needs Bembe? What is it that Bembe can do but the Mayor cannot? What about Harvester? In what way does the mayor need him – but Harvester does not?

	Cite examples from this scene which show the Mayor uses funds for purposes other than the ones they are meant for. What about Bembe? Look specifically at the projects they fund which they aren’t supposed to. 

	In what way is the Mayor’s statement, ‘Let us put our best foot forward...I am protecting the public interest!’ ironic? What type of irony is this? How is Bembe’s situation ironic after he learns that the title deed for the Madingo Golf Club is fake? How many other examples of situational irony can you identify? 



	What is the Mayor’s reaction at the end of this scene? How does it explain why he needed the other two officials? How will each help the Mayor in the new strategy? Who stands to gain most? 

	Judging from the way the Mayor acts towards both Harvester and – especially – Bembe, what kind of a character is he? What about the other two? Get evidence from the rest of the play where the Mayor uses the two – and others – this way, then do a character write up on the Mayor. 

	Usage of money for purposes other than intended is called misappropriation. This may also happen with non-monetary resources. Examine the play and list twenty examples of misappropriation of resources. In what way are resources misappropriated around you? In school? Village? County? Write a two-page essay on misappropriation of resources citing illustrations from around you – and from the play. 

	Irony is crucial in building character especially in highlighting hypocrisy and pretense. Go through the play and identify cases where irony is used this way. For what other purposes is irony used in the play? Write a two-page essay detailing this. 















	What do Alvita and Montano tell Nicole when they visit her office? What is her response? What reasons does she give to encourage the students? What happens at the end of their meeting?

	How did Nicole behave before her exit in Act 1 Scene I? What impression does she create to Ramdaye? Pirro? Narine? The Mayor? 

	Deceit is a widespread practice at Maracas Municipality. According to the Mayor on pg. 61, in what way is the Maracas Municipality being deceived? How does he offer to help? How does he think Nicole should come into the picture? Is he genuine?

	How does Nicole address the Mayor? Do you think she thinks the address is fit for the Mayor? Why or why not? What is the irony of the Mayor’s title? Of Nicole constantly using it? 



	What does the Principal tell Nicole when she summons her? What does she accuse Nicole of? What is Nicole’s response? How does the Principal distance herself and the school from The Samaritan? What reasons does she give?

	What impression do you get of Nicole in Act 2 Scene I? What do her students want her to do? What does she herself choose to do? What does Narine accuse her of when she summons her? Do you think the Principal likes her or not? What is the evidence? Write a page comparing the characters of Nicole with Narine. 

	Give details on the ways in which the following characters are deceitful to the Maracas Municipality;


	Deputy Ramdaye 

	Hon. Ted King

	Judge Jaden

	Seymour


	Apart from her constant reference to the Mayor as ‘Your Worship’, Nicole also keeps asking the Mayor questions about things she has already read in The Samaritan. What do you think is her intention? Does she succeed or not? Explain your answer with proper illustrations. 



	What excuse does the Principal give for her leaving the meeting with the Mayor? Do you believe her? How does the Mayor attempt to manipulate Nicole in scene II? What is the result? What do you think the playwright is aiming at? Why? Does he succeed? 

	What is Nicole’s attitude towards the Mayor in Act 2 Scene II? For what reason does she keep interviewing the Mayor? What advice does she eventually give him? Examine her portrayal so far then do a two-page write up about her character. 

	According to the Mayor, how can deceit come to an end? What solution does Nicole offer the Mayor? What is the Mayor’s reaction when his solution is rejected? What is the significance of this? 

	There is that saying, ‘Give a man enough rope and he will hang himself’. In what way does Nicole do this in these two scenes? What is her ‘rope’? How does the Mayor ‘hang’ himself? What aspect of style would you say the playwright uses here? 












	What previous incident is captured by Ramdaye’s observation, ‘He is a master schemer and a go-getter’? List five ways in which the Mayor is a ‘master schemer’ and five in which he is ‘a go-getter’. 

	What is the role of an opposition leader? What kind of ‘opposition leader’ is Basdeo? What is the significance of his statement, ‘No doubt it will be a delicious new dawn in our islands!’ (Act 1 Sc I, pg. 19)? What dawn? Whose? In what way will it be ‘delicious’? How does Basdeo strike you in Act 1 scene I? What is your impression of Nicole? 

	What do you understand by the term ambition? You can use the dictionary for help. Is it positive or negative? How many ambitious people do you know? Are you ambitious yourself? How is ambition treated in religion, the bible, for instance? In Literature? 

	Dramatic irony refers to a literary style where characters on stage act naively because they are denied certain information which the audience has. Knowing what it is, can you think of instances which were ironic to you in this way? E.g. a History teacher teaching for five minutes when the time-table has changed. List and discuss them. What did they teach you about people? 



	Examine Seymour’s comment, ‘Do I look like an errand boy to you?’. In what ways has he acted as an ‘errand boy’ before? To whom? How is he going to act the same in the future? How is his claim as ‘soon’ becoming Basdeo’s boss foreshadowing? What do you think is the playwright’s intention here? 

	How does our impression of Basdeo change in Act 2 Scene III? Who else has a different impression? How is Basdeo an ‘enemy of the people’ as seen in this scene? Compare the end of Act 2 Scene II with Act 3 Scene I. How is the Mayor’s assessment of Nicole true? Give reasons.

	In what ways are the following characters ambitious;


	Basdeo 

	Nicole

	Seymour? 





	How are Ramdaye’s words, ‘It never occurred...our meeting’, (74) dramatically ironic? What about Basdeo’s behavior in Act 2 Scene II? List ten other instances of dramatic irony and explain what they achieve. 



	What does Inspector Bembe visit Nicole for? How do we know? How does this make Narine and Nicole’s behavior here ironic? How do the actions in questions 1 and 5 above help us understand what happens at the end of Act 3 Scene I? How does all this integrate the plot?

	Should opposition leaders be allowed to contest for government? Why or why not? Base your argument on the character of Basdeo. How does Nicole compare or contrast with Basdeo? Write a two-page essay entitled, Why Opposition Leaders should oppose for Life using the characters of Basdeo and Nicole for guidelines. 

	As a follow up, look for and read William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and Macbeth for a study on ambition. Examine how ambition has been treated in the play, The Samaritan, then write a two-page essay on Merits and demerits of Ambition. Use your findings from questions 3 and 6 above as guidelines. 

	How has dramatic irony been used in the play, The Samaritan? How is it effective as a style by itself for humorous effect? How is it used in other ways, e.g., for character development? What other uses can you identify? 














	Why has Bembe arrived at Nicole’s office? How far can you trace the problem that brings him here? What is the immediate result of his visit? What are the later consequences for Nicole? What about Bembe and the Mayor? 

	Where first did we meet Judge Jaden? What struck you about him? What does he use his tie, his glasses and his handkerchief to achieve? Examine carefully what he does with them. How does he make his exit? (see pg. 30). 

	What do you understand by State Capture? What about Nepotism? Can you find examples of the two anywhere? In your school? Village? County? 

	What is a soliloquy? What do you understand by Breaking the Fourth Wall? Use the dictionary – and debate to help you understand these terms. 



	Why has the Mayor called the meeting at the beginning of Act 3 Scene III? What does Bembe report? What is the connection? 

	How does Judge Jaden arrive in Act 2 scene III? How is he dressed? How was he dressed last time we saw him? is this important? What is he carrying and what does he do with it? 

	In what ways is judge Ian Jaden guilty of state capture? In what way is he directly nepotistic? How far can his dealing with Prime Orchard Farm, Hon. Ramdaye and Opposition Chief Basdeo be deemed state capture? How is his dealing with Ivy, his mistress nepotistic? Why can’t he use a wife this way?

	How many examples of soliloquy and breaking the fourth wall can you identify in these two scenes? Look for other examples in the rest of the play and subject them to a debate. What is the effect of their use in each instance? 


[image: ]



	How does Bembe’s report in question 5 above determine what happens next? What do Mossi and Bembe decide to do? What snags do they find in their new endeavor? How do they overcome them? 

	Examine Jayden’s entry on pgs. 102-3. Why do you think he is uncomfortable with Bembe’s presence? Give evidence. How does the judge react to Mossi and Bembe’s request? What does he mean by being ‘strategic’? Where does the meaning come out very well? What is our new impression of him by the end of this scene? Write a two-page essay analyzing his character. Use the contrast of his earlier impression and the way he ends Act 3 Scene III for clues. 

	Are state capture and nepotism moral or immoral? What does the law say about them? Why do you think many leaders resort to them? Write a two-page essay about these themes showing how they can be effectively curtailed. Use illustrations from the play – and from around you to be convincing. 

	How can a soliloquy be effectively used for character development? Why does any playwright find it necessary to break the fourth wall? What other purposes can these elements of style achieve? How effective are they? 



















	What is Jaden’s greatest fear when he meets Mr. Harvester at the beginning at Act 4 Scene I? Why is this fear ridiculous? How does Mr. Harvester help him see what the real problem is? What does he then resolve to do?

	How does Nicole receive the officials when the Principal leaves? What does she appear to be thinking? Pick illustrations to support yourself. 

	What does the bible teach about right and wrong? Can it be reasoned the way the officials reason it with Nicole in the play? Do you then think the playwright is teaching biblical morality?

	Examine again what irony means. How many types of irony do you know? Can you identify instances of irony around you? How often do you encounter verbal and dramatic irony in day-to-day life?



	In Scene II, what is the irony of Jaden holding the meeting in his chambers? Why do you think the playwright has the meeting here? Would it have succeeded elsewhere? How would this complicate the plot?

	At what point does Nicole see the real reason why the officials are here? How does she respond? What was your initial response when you realized what Nicole is being offered? Did you think her clever or stupid? Why?

	Why do you think the playwright makes Nicole reject the offer of the officials? What is the playwright’s point in plotting the play this way? What point does he make about morality? Right and wrong?

	How does the playwright employ irony in this section of the play? In what ways is irony created? Identify 10 instances of verbal irony and 10 instances of dramatic irony in the play. Explain how they help intensify themes and characters in the play. 



	Trace how the officials go about trying to convince Nicole to join them. What do they offer her? How many times? In what ways does the offer change severally? What angles do Basdeo and the Mayor introduce which make the offer hang in the balance? Show how their interpretations of Nicole’s ‘acceptance’ of their offer agree with their thinking throughout the play. 

	It might have made better sense for Nicole to accept the offer of the Municipal officials and ‘clean’ the Municipal from the inside. Why do you think she rejects this? Do you agree with her? Discuss her character from this point of view, giving illustrations drawn from the whole play. 

	Look around you. How many instances can you pinpoint where morality is ‘argued out’? e.g. saving a thief from neck-lacing on ‘humanitarian’ grounds? Why do you think the playwright rejects this kind of ‘emotional reasoning’? What might be the repercussions of too much ‘reasoning’ or ‘moralizing’? 

	What do you understand by cross-purpose in playwriting? Check your dictionary. What is a Freudian slip? How does it compare with cross purpose? How are these two used to develop irony in The Samaritan? Write a two-page essay on the use and effect of dramatic irony in the play. 
























































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
READING
JOHN LARA’S

The O
Samaritan™

Plot Analysis and
Characters

JORGES P. LOPEZ





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image010.png
ACT 1SCIIl (Wed 9 pm
-a  weekafter Scene

L)

Jungle Room,






d2d_images/image011.png
ACT2scll
(same Day?)
Principal’s
Boardroom






d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image001.png
ACT2sCI

(Thur 8 am)
Thefollowing

Morning






d2d_images/image002.png
AcT3SCHl

(same Day, a

few Minutes
aftersc 1)






d2d_images/image000.png
ACT3SCI(Fri
Morning)
sSagrada Sec
Sch—






d2d_images/image005.png
ACT1SC110am. (SagradaSecondary
school)
School, School Board, Narine, Carmon, Nicole,






d2d_images/image006.png
ACT 1SC Il (Monday)
Thefollowing Year
(Mayor's Boardroom,
Maracas Municipal






d2d_images/image003.png
ACT4SC I (Tue,
Late Afternoon).
The Jungle
Room






d2d_images/image004.png
ACT 2sCll
(Thur, Late
afternoon)
Sky Room






d2d_images/image009.png
ACT 4scm
(Wed, lunch hour)
Sagrada Sec School
Principal’s






d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image007.png
AcT3SCl
(Mon, late
afternoon).

The Jungle Room






d2d_images/image008.png
ACT4scll
(wedmorning)

Chambers of
Principal Judge






