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​Introduction
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The stories of the prophets are timeless windows into human experience, faith, and divine guidance. Among these, Shīth (Seth) and Idrīs (Enoch) hold a unique place as guardians of early revelation, bridging the gap between the primordial generations and the communities that followed. Their lives, often overlooked in mainstream narratives, offer profound insights into the perseverance, wisdom, and devotion that shaped early humanity’s spiritual journey.

Shīth, the son of Adam, inherited the mantle of prophetic guidance in an era still healing from the first human transgressions. Through him, the teachings of righteousness and the knowledge of God’s law were preserved, ensuring that humanity would not be left in darkness. Idrīs, renowned for his extraordinary wisdom and devotion, exemplifies the pursuit of divine knowledge, inspiring generations to seek a deeper connection with the Creator.

In this volume of Chronicles of the Prophets, we explore their lives through historical accounts, theological reflections, and stories passed down through Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions. The goal is not only to recount their deeds but to illuminate the lessons their lives offer for our modern world: integrity, faith, and the courage to uphold truth in the face of adversity.

Join us on a journey through the early chapters of human spirituality, where divine guidance shaped the destiny of civilizations, and where the lives of Shīth and Idrīs continue to echo as timeless examples of devotion, wisdom, and resilience.

​

​
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​Chapter 1 – The Birth of Shīth (Seth): The Gift of God
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The garden was silent.

No laughter echoed across the fields where Adam’s children once played. No sound of Abel’s shepherd’s flute drifted through the air at dusk. Instead, a heavy sorrow hung over the family of the first man.

The murder of Hābīl at the hands of his own brother Qābīl was not just a tragedy — it was a wound in the very heart of creation. Adam عليه السلام and Hawwā’ (Eve) wept for days that turned into months. The ground itself seemed to grieve, for the earth had drunk the blood of the innocent.

Adam would often sit beneath the trees, his face in his hands, whispering:

“O Lord, this son was entrusted to me. He was pure, obedient, gentle with the animals, and faithful in prayer. And now he is gone. Qābīl, my own son, has shed his brother’s blood. What will become of this family? What will become of mankind?”

Hawwā’ too was inconsolable. She had borne both sons, fed them at her breast, watched them grow strong. And now one lay buried in the ground, while the other walked with the mark of guilt upon his soul.

It was in those dark days that Adam and Hawwā’ turned to their Creator with greater urgency than ever.

“O Allah,” Adam prayed at dawn, “grant us a son who will walk in the path of righteousness. A child who will soothe our hearts and carry forward the trust of Your worship.”

They did not know when or how their prayers would be answered, but their hearts clung to hope.
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​The Gift at Old Age
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Years passed. Adam grew older. His beard had long turned white, and his shoulders, once strong enough to till the hardest earth, now bent with the weight of age. Hawwā’, too, felt the years upon her body, yet she never ceased to hope.

And then, one night, when the stars spread across the heavens like scattered jewels, Hawwā’ felt the stirrings of life within her womb again. She smiled through tears, placing Adam’s hand upon her belly.

“Perhaps this is the mercy of our Lord,” she whispered.

Adam’s eyes welled. He remembered the words of Allah after the expulsion from Paradise: ‘I will place upon the earth generations who will succeed one another.’ Could this child be the answer to their grief?

Months later, Hawwā’ gave birth to a son. Unlike her earlier twin births — where a boy and girl came together — this child came alone, singular, as if marked by destiny. Adam looked upon the boy’s face and felt peace return to his heart.

They named him Shīth (in Hebrew, Seth), meaning “the appointed one” or “gift of God”. Eve herself declared, as preserved in Genesis (4:25):


“God has given me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.”


These words captured both her grief and her gratitude. Abel was gone, but this child was Allah’s compensation, a new hope for the family of mankind.
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​The Radiance of Shīth
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From his earliest days, Shīth was unlike any of the other children of Adam. His features carried a calm majesty, as though a light of wisdom rested upon his brow. His cry was softer, his gaze steadier.

Adam saw in him qualities that reminded him of the innocence of Abel — and more. The boy grew with a natural gentleness, a curiosity for the heavens, and a heart inclined toward prayer.

When Shīth toddled through the fields, he would point toward the sky, his small lips moving in childish murmurs, as though trying to imitate the invocations he heard his father make. Adam, watching from afar, would often wipe tears from his eyes.

He whispered to Hawwā’:

“This child is a mercy. Perhaps it is he whom Allah has chosen to inherit the guidance I was given. Truly his name befits him — a gift.”
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​Adam’s Early Care
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Unlike his older sons, who often grew restless with farm work and quarrelsome with one another, Shīth remained close to Adam. He followed his father into the fields, listening intently as Adam taught him the ways of the soil, the planting of seeds, the harvesting of crops.

But more than worldly crafts, Adam poured into him the sacred knowledge he had received from Allah. He taught him the words of revelation, the remembrance of God’s names, and the laws of purity.

“O my son,” Adam would say as they sat together by the fire at night, “we were created not for play or heedlessness, but to worship Allah. Never forget, Shīth, that this life is a trust. Your brother Qābīl forgot, and it led him to envy and to bloodshed. But you — you must carry the light of truth.”

Shīth would nod, his young eyes shining with understanding beyond his years.
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​A Heir of Hope
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It was said in later traditions — preserved by Ibn Kathīr and al-Ṭabarī — that Adam recognized Shīth as the heir of his prophethood even while he was still young. Unlike Qābīl’s descendants, who turned toward arrogance and indulgence, Shīth’s heart remained pure.

Adam confided to Hawwā’:

“When my time comes, it is Shīth who shall guide the children of men. Allah has chosen him, just as He once chose me. He shall be the guardian of revelation and the protector of this household.”

And so it was that Shīth grew not just as a son, but as a symbol of continuity. He was the living answer to Adam and Hawwā’s grief, the child who would remind them that God’s mercy is never cut off, even in the midst of tragedy.
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​Reflection
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In the silence of night, Adam often raised his hands in gratitude:

“O Lord, You took one son from me, but You gave me another. You test us with pain, yet You heal us with mercy. Truly, You are the Most Generous.”

And as Shīth slept peacefully beside him, Adam knew that though humanity’s journey would be long and fraught with trials, Allah had ensured that the torch of faith would never be extinguished.

​
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​Chapter 2 – Shīth (Seth) in the Bible
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​The Righteous Line
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When Adam was one hundred and thirty years old, the Scriptures tell us, Eve bore him another son. Unlike his brothers who came in earlier years, this child was born in the shadow of tragedy. Abel was dead, Cain had departed eastward, marked by guilt, and Adam’s household seemed fractured. But in this new child, Eve recognized God’s hand.

She named him Seth, declaring in Genesis 4:25:


“God has appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.”


The Hebrew word for Seth (Šēt) comes from the verb šît, meaning “to appoint” or “to set in place.” Thus from the beginning, Seth was marked as the appointed seed — a divine replacement for Abel.
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​Seth the Heir

[image: ]


The early chapters of Genesis present Seth as more than just another son. He is the beginning of a new line of worshippers. After Seth’s birth, he himself fathered a son named Enosh. And it is here that the Bible introduces a turning point in human spirituality:

Genesis 4:26 records:


“And to Seth also there was born a son; and he called his name Enosh: then men began to call upon the name of the LORD.”


This single verse has inspired centuries of commentary. What does it mean that “men began to call upon the name of the Lord”?


● Some Jewish commentators (Rashi, for example) understood it as a sign that people began public worship, gathering in assemblies and invoking God’s name openly.

● Others saw it as a negative sign — that men began to misuse God’s name, mixing it with idolatry.


But the dominant interpretation is that Seth’s line reestablished the true worship of God, which had been lost when Cain turned away. Through Seth’s descendants, the knowledge of the Creator was preserved.
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