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    About seven months into the Syrian uprising, I arranged to meet with opposition activists in Damascus. It wasn't easy. We had made a rendezvous at a large traffic circle where cars careened about, competing with motorcycles for space on the small streets. Many dozens of people were hanging out. Some looked like secret intelligence officers, wearing leather jackets and aviator sunglasses—even at night.

    Finally I met my contact, and we made our way to Old Damascus. We walked through the narrow, cobblestone streets where no cars would fit and anyone tailing us could be spotted.

    I was meeting with leaders of the Local Coordinating Committees, the loose-knit group then spearheading the uprising against the government of President Bashar al-Assad. The activists I met represented one sector of the protestors: mostly young, secular, and middle-income.

    Demonstrators wanted to establish a genuine parliamentary system and hold free elections. An activist leader named Ahmad Bakdouness said that at first the demonstrators called for reforms when they came out into the streets in March 2011. They wanted free elections, a parliamentary government, release of political prisoners, and the right to organize peaceful protests. The government rejected these demands and responded with violent attacks. Within weeks, protestors were demanding the government's overthrow. “When they [the government] started killing people,” Bakdouness said, “people increased their demands. No one accepted how they killed us and arrested us for nothing.”1

    At the beginning of the Arab Spring, Assad bragged that his country would never see a popular uprising because of his nationalist credentials. History has rarely delivered a more stunning and immediate rebuttal. Over 150,000 Syrians have died in the civil war since the beginning of the uprising, with thousands more dying every month. Several thousand army and police personnel have been killed. Over nine million Syrians have fled the country or been internally displaced.

    Another activist, who used the name “Leen,” said everyone is taking sides. She said her country had become much more dangerous than Tunisia or Egypt at the height of their revolutions. “In Egypt and Tunisia they can demonstrate showing their faces, take photos, and put them on Facebook,” she said. “We can't do that.” Leen said demonstrators faced the possibility of death at each confrontation. “When we ask someone to come to the streets, they say, ‘you are asking us to commit suicide.’”2

    Gradually, the liberation movement shifted from demonstrations to armed attacks. But unlike movements in Latin America or Africa in earlier decades, the Syrian uprising lacked cohesive political or military leadership. Young men from the same village or town grouped together to form ad hoc local militias. They armed themselves with homemade rifles or supplies captured from the Syrian military.

    By the beginning of 2012, foreign powers were arming the rebels, each seeking groups that would carry out its political goals in post-Assad Syria. Adventurers, journalists, and spies prowled the Syrian–Turkish border, seeking contact with militias. I visited one such hotbed of international intrigue—Antakya, Turkey, close to the northwestern border with Syria.

    During the Islamic holy month of Ramadan in August, Syrian Muslim insurgents in Antakya weren't supposed to eat or even drink water during the day. Instead, they stayed up all night so they could eat—and even drink alcohol. That pretty much describes the role of religion for some armed groups participating in the Syrian uprising. Some of the insurgents are ultraconservative Islamists. But many of the Free Syrian Army guerrillas grow beards, pray five times a day, and observe Ramadan—not out of religious conviction, but in order to appear pious. To get funding from Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states, groups must appeal to religious sensibilities.

    To the pious go the guns.

    While the United States claimed to be promoting moderate, secular rebels, in fact the strongest groups held rightist, Islamic views. In part that's because Saudi Arabia had been supplying arms to both the Free Syrian Army (FSA) and rebel groups that follow an ultraright, Islamist ideology. Groups such as the al-Nusra Front and the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) wanted religion to play the leading role in government, claimed their holy book should be the basis of the legal system, held other religions in contempt, and opposed women's rights. In short, their ideology was similar to ultraright groups in the United States and Europe, except they carry out activities in the name of Islam, not Christianity.

    Meanwhile, the CIA had posted agents along the Turkish–Syrian border to check on which militias would receive arms from Saudi Arabia and Qatar. The CIA later poured more resources into training selected guerrillas in Jordan. The FSA rebels have to appear superpious to the Saudis but as moderate Islamists to the CIA. It's not easy being a Syrian insurgent these days.

    I met one such chameleon group. This FSA brigade of 150 men is called Ahrar Syria (Free People of Syria). It is only one of many dozens of groups loosely affiliated with the FSA. When I interviewed them at two in the morning, eight men crowded into a sparsely furnished living room, tapping on laptops and answering e-mails on smartphones. Ahrar Syria even has its own Facebook page.

    As brigade leader, Abdul Salman nervously pulled on newly minted facial hair; he told me they grew beards in order to look more religious. Members of Ahrar and other armed opposition groups are angry at the United States for not giving them enough backing. “We haven't gotten any arms from the United States,” Salman complained. “If we had arms, Assad would have fallen by now.” He also favored establishing a no-fly zone over parts of Syria as the United States and NATO did in Libya.3

    At the same time, Ahrar and other opposition groups strongly oppose US policy in the region. They want the return of Syria's Golan, seized by Israel in the 1967 war. They support Palestinian rights and oppose US aggression in Iraq and Afghanistan.

    Syria's uprising will impact the entire Middle East. But the United States faces a major contradiction. Many Syrians in the opposition want Washington to offer stronger support for their cause, yet their plans for Syria's future diverge significantly from US strategic goals.4

    The Washington debate about Syria is strangely detached from the reality on the ground. Doves favor tough economic sanctions and arming “moderate” insurgents. Hawks advocate sending even more arms to guerrillas accompanied by US military bombing. Syrian opposition leaders I met said those differences are only tactical. Both hawks and doves want to replace Bashar al-Assad with a pro-US strongman. “The Americans haven't supported the revolution strongly enough because they are still looking for someone who can ensure their interests in the future,” Omar Mushaweh told me.5 He was a leader of Syria's Muslim Brotherhood living in Istanbul.

    While US officials helped create opposition coalitions, ordinary people didn't accept US goals, he said. Mushaweh pointed to Iraq and Afghanistan as examples of US military intervention that produced political disasters. He doesn't want Syria to follow that path. That could be one reason the United States cooled on the Muslim Brotherhood and sought to back other armed groups that it trained in Jordan.

    The Obama administration and major US media portray Syria as a quagmire of religious groups fighting centuries-old battles. The reality is quite different. For many years, Syrians lived peacefully with one another. Syria was a secular dictatorship where dissidents faced torture and jail for criticizing Assad, but people largely ignored religious differences. Once the fighting began, however, leaders on both sides used religion to rally their troops. Rebels relied on the Sunni Muslim majority. Assad appealed to minority groups such as Alawites, Christians, and Shia Muslims.

    When the US government and media start to bewail the quagmire of centuries-old disputes, it means the United States hasn't figured out how to win the war or its plans have gone askew. And so it is with Syria.

    Oddly enough, we can learn a lot about US and Syrian politics by looking at the country's seat belt laws. Wearing a seat belt is mandatory in Syria. But a taxi driver, when approaching a traffic policeman, drapes the seat belt over his chest without buckling. It looks like it's on, but he has no need to actually benefit from the belt's safety. This practice continues even now, when military checkpoints are common in Damascus.

    Seat belts are so seldom worn that people actually look strangely at you when you put them on. One day I found out why. I was given a ride back to my hotel in the personal car of a very high-ranking government official. This guy had a car and driver at his disposal anytime. I got in the front passenger seat and reflexively strapped up. The driver looked strangely at me but said nothing. Even if he had said something, it would have been in Arabic. I interpreted his look to mean, “What? You don't trust my driving?”

    We made the uneventful drive back to my hotel. Then, I went to my room on the eighth floor and passed a mirror. The dirty seat belt had made a perfect black sash across my chest and shoulder. Having never been used, the belt had simply been collecting dust and dirt for the past four years.

    The civil war stalemate in Syria is a lot like my seat belt experience. Syria's government pretends to provide security for its people, but the seat belt is dirty, dusty, and seldom used. Extremist rebels offer security through the piety of Islam, but in reality pursue dictatorial power. Meanwhile, the United States pretends to uphold the rules but can't figure out why the seat belts don't work.

    I had another seat belt experience in Damascus when an official car and driver picked me up. This time the seat belt was scrupulously clean. I was about to meet President Bashar al-Assad.

    Strange as it may sound, I first met Assad as part of a delegation of visiting Americans from South Dakota in 2006. Former US Senator Jim Abourezk had organized people from his home state to tour Syria. His wife is Syrian, and the Abourezks periodically visited relatives in the western part of the country. Because of his long history as a progressive politician and leader in the Arab-American movement, Abourezk had won Assad's respect. In fact, every time Abourezk came to Syria to visit his in-laws, the president invited him over for a chat.

    We filed into a huge meeting hall and sat on the ubiquitous overstuffed chairs popular throughout the Middle East. Assad is tall and thin with an angular face. He sports the mandatory mustache and short haircut of the model Arab leader. He was charming, personable, and fluent in English. He won over many in the group as being a reasonable leader seeking normal relations with the United States.

    After the meeting, I approached him to ask if I could get a one-on-one interview for public radio. He immediately agreed and said Bouthaina Shaban, a presidential advisor and spokesperson, would make the arrangements.

    Shaban is one of the few women in high government positions and always objected to the rampant corruption in Syria. At the time, she appeared to be a moderate in the country's ruling elite. Once the uprising began, however, she remained a public spokesperson, staunchly defending Assad's repression.

    Bashar's father, Hafez al-Assad, seized power in a military coup d’état in 1970 and ruled with an iron fist. Bashar was not supposed to follow in his father's footsteps. That role was set aside for Basil al-Assad, Hafez's eldest son. Bashar had become an ophthalmologist and was doing advanced studies in London when his brother died in a car crash. Bashar was called home in 1994 and groomed for the presidency.

    Bashar's familiarity with the West, high level of education, and natural charm convinced many that he would be a reformer. Western leaders also praised Assad's neoliberal economic policies. He sold off state-run enterprises and encouraged private sector, capitalist development. But none of these changes resulted in significant reform, let alone an end to Syria's highly centralized, authoritarian system.

    A few days after my initial meeting with Assad, that government car with the clean seatbelt showed up at my hotel. I was driven up a long, winding road to the presidential palace. Assad normally works out of his downtown office and uses the palace only for formal events. I must have been considered a formal event. I walked through enormous red-carpeted rooms to a set of eight-foot-high double doors. The doors parted, and there stood the president.

    I unpacked my radio recorder and short, shotgun microphone. It's shaped like a very short, single-barreled shotgun barrel with a foam covering, a standard mic for radio and TV. For some reason, Assad was intimidated by it. He fidgeted uncomfortably and kept looking nervously at the mic. Perhaps it looked too much like a real shotgun.

    I had asked opposition activists all over Damascus what questions I should ask their president. So I came not just with the usual list of questions about US-Syrian relations but also with many questions about domestic issues. When would Syria have free elections for a parliament? When would opposition parties be allowed? Why hadn't 300,000 Syrian Kurds been allowed citizenship? When would Syria end the state of emergency in effect since 1963?

    Assad bobbed and weaved around these and other questions. He claimed calls for democratic change were really efforts by the United States to weaken his government. He claimed to be creating a dialogue with Syrian intellectuals to discuss domestic reform.

    “It takes about a year of dialogue to define the frame” for negotiations, he told me.6 That was in 2006. Five years later, no meaningful dialogue had taken place, let alone reform.

    In March 2011, the Arab Spring came to Syria, and people raised many of the issues I had asked about in the interview. It's not because I had a crystal ball; large numbers of Syrians had been raising those issues for decades. In a panic, Assad implemented some reforms. He lifted the state of emergency, gave citizenship to most of the disenfranchised Kurds, and opened a dialogue with moderate opposition leaders. Had he made such reforms in 2006, Assad would have been hailed as a farsighted leader.

    By 2011, it was too late. The uprising against Assad and his entire regime had begun, and there was no turning back. Syria's ruling elite became increasingly isolated, internationally and domestically. The Arab League—composed of twenty-two states from the Middle East and North Africa—voted unprecedented sanctions against Syria and later voted to recognize the Syrian opposition and eject Assad's government. The United Nations sent several observer missions and tried to broker a peace agreement. All the efforts failed.

    The regime has suffered a number of high-level defections, including the Syrian ambassador to Iraq, a Republican Guard brigadier general, and the prime minister. Every week saw desertions by lower-level military. Syria faced serious economic problems as well. But as ultra-right-wing rebels gained strength within the opposition, Assad rallied some Syrians to his side, arguing that a secular strongman is better than Islamic rule.

    A big question remained: Will the Syrian people blame the country's crisis on the Assad government or the rebels?

    I received a partial answer during a very unusual trip. Syrian authorities organized a media visit to an elementary school in the southern city of Daraa, where the uprising began. Government officials wanted to show that life had returned to normal. All was going according to plan when the children came out for morning recess.

    Then, spotting the TV cameras, the children suddenly began chanting, “Freedom, freedom,” one of the main antigovernment slogans. Then others chanted “Syria” and similar progovernment slogans. Government officials leading the delegation went pale. Here, in front of the whole world, stood the divided Syria.

    “The political chasm has reached the schools,” said my translator, who was assigned by the government to accompany me on this visit. “First graders are now politically motivated.”7

    The fact that students dared to chant antigovernment slogans during an official visit did not bode well for Assad and the future of the Syrian government.

    Uprisings aren't new in Syria. To fully understand the revolt that began in 2011, we need to look at the country's tumultuous history.
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    If Americans know anything about twentieth-century Middle East history, it's likely gleaned from watching reruns of Lawrence of Arabia. The 1962 epic film featured an all-star cast riding camels across the desert while fighting the evil Ottoman Turks during World War I. I enjoyed watching the film as a teenager, particularly Peter O'Toole's heroic portrayal of T. E. Lawrence. Later, as a college student and anti–Vietnam War activist in the 1960s, I wondered if the film accurately portrayed history. It took me years to find out.

    Peter O'Toole has become the iconic image of Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Edward Lawrence: tall, lanky, and blond. The real-life Lawrence stood only five feet five inches tall, so short that he didn't even look like a British Army officer. But the two men did share fine blond hair and very blue eyes.

    The life of T. E. Lawrence was inextricably intertwined with the modern history of Syria. He was born in 1888 and entered Oxford University in 1907. Lawrence began his early career in 1909 with a walking tour of Syria, then part of the Ottoman Empire. He made two more trips to Lebanon and Syria after graduation to work on archaeological digs overseen by the British Museum. Lawrence had learned to speak colloquial Arabic and wrote his PhD thesis about Crusader castles in Syria.

    Lawrence became a quasi–Indiana Jones by using his archaeological travels as a cover to spy for the British military, although history does not record his owning a bullwhip. Some historians dispute whether Lawrence spied for the British before the war. But without doubt, British intelligence was very interested in the area being studied by Lawrence because of the nearby bridges and a new railway line being built by the Germans.1 Lawrence's mentor, who got him the archaeological job, worked for British intelligence. And, without doubt, Lawrence in his early travels did carry a 9mm Mauser pistol.

    After the outbreak of World War I, Lawrence officially joined British Army intelligence and was posted to Cairo. He developed both a respect for and a romantic affinity for Arabs, a marked departure from the colonial arrogance of the times. His fellow colonialists suspected him of being too sympathetic to the natives.

    Lawrence sought to distinguish himself from the typical British colonial. At the same time, he realized the contradiction of being British in an Arab land, an issue that would plague him throughout his life. “Some feel deeply the influence of native people, and try to adjust themselves to its spirit,” Lawrence wrote. “To fit themselves modestly into the picture, they suppress all in them imitate the native, and so avoid friction in their daily life. However, they cannot avoid the consequences of imitation, a hollow, worthless thing. They are like the people but not of the people…”2

    But the Arab leaders of the revolt against the Turks had a decidedly different perspective on Lawrence. Most saw him as a minor British liaison officer who became famous only after the war. Abdullah ibn al-Hussein, one of the leaders of the Arab revolt, had to convince his followers of Lawrence's usefulness in military matters. He forbid Lawrence from making direct contact with tribes under his control.3 Lawrence's seemingly contradictory role became understandable in the context of his political goals. He favored independent Arab states, but only to be governed by friendly Arab monarchs who supported Britain and opposed France. Lawrence was an advocate of neocolonialism.

    The Ottoman Sultans ruled the area that is now Syria from 1517 to 1918. The provinces that are now Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Palestine included numerous tribes, ethnicities, and religious groups. The Ottomans allowed some local autonomy to feudal Arab tribal leaders. Local noblemen ruled in rural areas so long as they paid taxes to Constantinople (Istanbul). They allowed Christians, Jews, and Muslims to control their own personal-status laws, such as marriage and divorce.

    Both conflict and cooperation had historically existed between Christians, Muslims, and Druze, a distinct ethnic group that split off from Shia Muslims nearly one thousand years ago. The Ottomans played one group off another to maintain their rule. To further complicate matters, European powers sought to extend their influence by supporting certain groups. The French backed the Christians, and the British supported the Druze.

    Like all colonialists, the sultans also used brute force. In those days the Ottoman Empire extended into southern Europe. The sultans brutally suppressed an 1875 rebellion in Bosnia and Herzegovina (Yugoslavia), the 1876 rebellion in Bulgaria, and an Armenian uprising from 1892 to 1893. The Ottoman Empire was
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    While writing is a solitary task, producing a book is a collective effort. Numerous people helped me shape the original proposal, provided vital research, read over draft chapters, and offered moral encouragement as the deadline loomed.

    Laura Gross, my book agent, offered invaluable suggestions on how to take a good idea and turn it into a book people might want to actually read. Steven L. Mitchell, editor in chief at Prometheus Books, offered a fresh perspective and made important suggestions for the manuscript. I offer special thanks to Noam Chomsky, who took time out of his busy schedule to write the foreword.

    Charlie Sennott and Kevin Grant at GlobalPost published my writings from ten countries in the Middle East and helped deepen my understanding of the complex religious conflicts in the region. Tom Hundley and Nathalie Applewhite of the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting were quite patient with my sometimes-last-minute phone calls asking for travel grants. The center enabled me to report from six countries in the Middle East, including two trips to Syria.

    Numerous people were kind enough to read individual chapters and offer helpful suggestions. These include: Professor James Gelvin, UCLA; Professor Muhammad Sahimi, USC; Professor Soraya Fallah, California State University, Northridge; Professor Amir Sharifi, California State University, Long Beach; Kelly Niknejad, editor of Tehran Bureau; Meghan Sayres; and Bisher Alisa, Syrian Non Violent Movement.

    Finally, I want to thank my wife, Liz Erlich, and son, Jason Erlich, for their moral support and encouragement during the researching and writing of this book. As for their concerns about my physical safety, I assured them that I travel only to the safest parts of dangerous countries.
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    GROUPS OPPOSED TO ASSAD

    Ahrar al-Sham (Islamic Movement of the Free Men of the Levant): One of the largest rebel militias. Founded in 2011 by ultraconservative, former political prisoners, it operated mainly in the Idlib Governate in northwestern Syria next to the Turkish border. It sought to establish an Islamic state without elections or a parliamentary system. It joined with other ultraconservative rebels to form the Islamic Front.

    Al-Qaeda: The organization founded by Osama bin Laden has fractured into many local groups with no centralized control. In Syria, the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) was originally affiliated—as was Jabhat al-Nusra. Al-Qaeda groups commit suicide bombings against civilians, were intolerant of other religions, and killed rebels with whom they disagreed.

    Free Syrian Army: Formed in July 2011 by defectors from the Syrian army. It called for a parliamentary system in which the rights of minorities would be protected. The FSA received money, supplies, and weapons from the United States, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar. By the end of 2013, the FSA was losing ground to ultra-right-wing rebels.

    Islamic Front: Formed in September 2013 as a coalition of conservative and ultraconservative rebel groups, led by Ahrar al-Sham. The IF excluded al-Qaeda-affiliated groups and the FSA. Saudi Arabia became its main backer. The Islamic Front charter rejected a representative parliamentary system, saying only “God is sovereign.” By early 2014 the front emerged as one of the strongest rebel alliances.

    Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS): Sometimes called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria or Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. Originally formed as the Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), or al-Qaeda in Iraq, during the sectarian fighting in Iraq in 2007–2008. Led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the ISI began secretly sending fighters to Syria, eventually announced its Syrian presence, and changed its name to ISIS. In early 2014 the leadership of al-Qaeda expelled the ISIS because of its extreme sectarianism and attacks on other rebel groups. In June 2014, the group changed its name to the Islamic State (IS) and declared the existence of an Islamic caliphate in northern Syria and Iraq.

    Jabhat al-Nusra (The Support Front for the People of the Levant): Affiliated with al-Qaeda, although it operated independently. Al-Nusra is led by Abu Mohammad al-Jolani, who had fought against both the United States and the Nouri al-Maliki government in Iraq. Rather than support a parliamentary system, al-Nusra advocated a religious regime that would implement a harsh interpretation of Shariah. In December 2012, the US State Department put al-Nusra on its list of terrorist organizations because of its ties to al-Qaeda.

    Jaysh al-Islam (Army of Islam): Formed from the September 2013 merger of dozens of smaller militias mostly in the Damascus area. It was led by Zahran Alloush. Jaysh al-Islam and the al-Nusra Front participated in a massacre of dozens of civilians just outside Damascus in December 2013.

    Jihadists or Jihadis: Literally, “those who wage jihad or holy war.” Jihadist is the generic term for ultra-right-wing rebels fighting Assad. In general they want to establish an Islamic state with a strict interpretation of Shariah law, led by themselves without elections or a parliamentary system.

    Local Coordinating Committees (LCC): Civil-society and religious activists who came together to coordinate protests in the early days of the uprising. They developed considerable popular support and continued to do humanitarian work in some rebel-controlled areas.

    Muslim Brotherhood: A political organization calling for an Islamic state with elections and a parliamentary system. The brotherhood is conservative on social issues, supports capitalism, and said it will respect minority rights. The brotherhood formed a militia in 2012 called the Shield. It has close ties with the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Hamas in Gaza.

    National Coalition for Revolutionary and Opposition Forces: Formed in November 2012 as the successor to the SNC. It was supposed to represent a wider coalition, including Syrian religious minorities and Kurds. Nonlethal US aid was channeled to this coalition, but it failed to attract significant support inside Syria as of mid-2014.

    Supreme Military Council (SMC): Formed in December 2012, the SMC was an effort to expand the base of the Free Syrian Army. While it received arms from the United States and its allies, the SMC was unable to attract significant popular support as of mid-2014.

    Syrian National Council (SNC): A civilian opposition coalition backed by the United States and its allies. It was supposed to represent the entire opposition and be the civilian leadership for the Free Syrian Army. The SNC never developed a base of support inside Syria and was dissolved in November 2012. It was replaced by the National Coalition for Revolutionary and Opposition Forces.

    PRO-ASSAD GROUPS

    Mukhabarat: Syrian government secret police, responsible for detention, torture, and murder of dissidents.

    National Defense Force (NDF): Formed in late 2012, the NDF is a militia whose members received a salary, uniforms, and arms from the government. When the Syrian army defeated the rebels in an area, the NDF was supposed to take control. It has been accused of kidnapping for ransom and other criminal activity. By the end of 2013, it had an estimated 100,000 members.

    Popular Committees: An effort to organize the Shabiha into a coherent pro-Assad militia. They were incorporated into the National Defense Force in late 2012.

    Shabiha: The first shabiha, which means “ghosts” in Arabic, were smugglers in western Syria who cooperated with corrupt regime officials. When the uprising began, the Mafia-like shabiha worked with security forces to attack peaceful demonstrations. Shabiha became the generic terms for progovernment goons.

    KURDS

    Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP): The largest party in the Kurdish Regional Government in northern Iraq. Led by Masoud Barzani, the KDP has been training Syrian Kurdish fighters. But as of mid-2014 the fighters had not been deployed.

    Kurdish National Council (KNC): Coalition of major Syrian Kurdish groups including the KDP but not the PYD.

    Kurdistan Workers Party (Partiya Karkerên Kurdistan or PKK): Formed by Turkish revolutionary Abdullah Ocalan and a group of student radicals in 1978 in the Kurdish region of eastern Turkey. The PKK originally demanded an independent and socialist Kurdistan but later called for autonomy within a capitalist Turkey.

    Partiya Yekîtiya Demokrat (PYD): The Democratic Union Party was formed in 2003 as the Syrian offshoot of the PKK. It was led by Saleh Muslim. The PYD argued that it is an independent party with only ideological ties to the PKK; critics said the two parties are controlled by the same PKK leadership. The PYD emerged as the strongest Kurdish rebel group and controlled a significant area in northern Syria as of early 2014.

    FOREIGN ORGANIZATIONS

    Al-Fatah: The Palestinian nationalist political party that controls the West Bank. Fatah was founded by the late Yasser Arafat. It remained officially neutral in Syria's civil war.

    Hamas: Palestinian offshoot of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood that now controls Gaza. It once supported Assad but switched to the rebel side after the uprising began. Its headquarters in exile was in Doha, Qatar.

    Hezbollah: Shia Muslim militia and political party in Lebanon. Hezbollah had close ties to Iran and supports the Assad regime. It had an estimated six thousand to eight thousand troops fighting in Syria.

    Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO): Coalition of all the major Palestinian groups except Hamas. In practice, it's led by Fatah.

    RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND TERMS

    Alawite: A minority denomination that split off from Shia Islam in the eighth century. They comprised about 10–12 percent of Syria's 23 million people. The Assad family are Alawites. The Assads put Alawites in key business and military positions and continued to enjoy popular support from the Alawite community.

    Christian: Syrian Christians trace their roots back to the time when Saint Paul preached in Damascus during the era of the Roman Empire. Christian denominations include Orthodox and Catholic. They make up a total of about 10 percent of the population. Many Christians support the Assad regime.

    Druze: An ethnic group living in Syria and Lebanon that practice their own form of Islam, which dates back to the tenth century. Many Druze supported the Assad regime.

    Salafist: A Sunni religious current that arose in the late 1800s as a reaction to Western philosophies and colonial expansion. Believers practice a strict interpretation of Islam but do not necessarily involve themselves in politics. Some Salafists have joined ultra-right-wing political groups.

    Shia: A minority denomination in Islam that traces its roots to a schism with the Sunnis in the year 632. Shias in Syria tend to align politically with Shias in Iran. Several shrines holy to Shia are located in Syria. Most Shia support the Assad regime.

    Sufi: An approach to Islam that can include worship through meditation, music, and dance. Extremist Sunni groups don't consider Sufis to be true Muslims and have attacked their communities in Egypt and other countries.

    Sunni: The largest of the Muslim denominations. Sunnis comprise about 74 percent of Syria's population. The Assad regime called all rebels “takfiris,” or impure Muslims, which critics said lead to discrimination against all Sunnis. Rebel groups drew their strongest support from Sunnis.
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    WORLD WAR I: 1914–1918

    July 1914: World War I begins, ultimately pitting Britain, France, Russia, and the United States against Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the Ottoman Empire. Britain and France promise independence to Arabs if they revolt against the Ottoman Turks.

    May 1916: British and French governments secretly sign the Sykes-Picot Agreement, which divides up the Ottoman-controlled Middle East into French and British mandates, a blatant violation of their promise of independence.

    November 1917: British government issues the Balfour Declaration promising a Jewish homeland in Palestine.

    October 1918: Arab insurgents capture Damascus, backed by British troops. Arabs elect the General Syrian Congress, which rules Syria for nearly two years.

    November 1918: World War I ends.

    FRENCH MANDATE: 1920–1946

    July 1920: The French Army occupies Damascus with cooperation of the British, defeating the independent Arab government. France seizes control of what is today's Lebanon, Syria, and Hatay Province in southern Turkey.

    1920–1921: France implements a divide-and-rule strategy by creating separate regions for Christians, Alawites, and Druze.

    August 1925: Syrians rise in a two-year, nationalist revolt against French occupation. The French Army crushes the revolt using all the modern weapons available, including one of the first aerial bombardments of civilians.

    September 1939: World War II begins.

    June 1940: Germany occupies France during World War II and creates the Vichy government, which also controls France's colonial empire.

    July 1941: Free French and British Army take control of Lebanon and Syria. The Free French promise Arab independence, but French leader General Charles de Gaulle quickly reneges.

    August 1943: Nationalist parties win parliamentary elections in Syria, held under rule of the Free French. Syrians elect President Shukri al-Quwatli, a nationalist who opposes French occupation.

    January 1944: Syria is declared an independent republic, but France remains the colonial power with the backing of French troops.

    May 1945: Mass demonstrations against the French break out in Damascus. The French military launches a vicious air and artillery attack on the city, eventually killing over four hundred. But the nationalist movement forces the French to acknowledge Syrian independence.

    May 1945: World War II ends.

    INDEPENDENCE AND EARLY YEARS OF THE REPUBLIC: 1946–1966

    April 1946: All French troops depart Syria; the country becomes fully independent.

    April 1947: Michel Aflaq and Salah-al-Din al-Bitar cofound the Arab Baath Socialist Party, a leftist and nationalist party critical of imperialism and Syria's ruling elite.

    May 1948: Israel declares independence from Britain and defeats Arab armed forces, including Syria's army. Israelis see a great victory for the Jewish people; Arabs call it the Nakba (catastrophe).

    March 1949: Syria's defeat by Israel helps precipitate a coup against President Shukri al-Quwatli. Three military coups take place within one year.

    August 1955: Shukri al-Quwatli reelected president.

    October 1956: Britain, France, and Israel attack Egypt after its president, Gamal Abdel Nasser, nationalizes the Suez Canal. Syria sides with Egypt.

    February 1958: Putting into practice their pan-Arabist ideology, Syria and Egypt merge to form the United Arab Republic (UAR). Nasser dissolves Syrian political parties, angering the Baathists and others.

    September 1961: Syrian army officers, unhappy with Nasser's domination, seize power and withdraw from the UAR.

    March 1963: After a military coup, a Baath Party cabinet comes to power and appoints Amin al-Hafez president.

    ASSAD'S RISE TO POWER: 1966–2011

    February 1966: A military faction within the Baath Party overthrows the civilian leadership and arrests the leftist leadership. Hafez al-Assad appointed defense minister.

    June 1967: “Six Day War” pits Israel against Syria, Egypt, and Jordan. Israel seizes East Jerusalem and the West Bank of the Jordan River from Jordan, the Gaza Strip from Egypt, and the Golan from Syria.

    November 1967: UN Security Council unanimously passes Resolution 242, which calls for return of all Arab land—including the Golan—in return for peace between Israel and Arab countries.

    November 1970: Hafez al-Assad comes to power in Syria in a military coup.

    March 1971: Assad holds a plebiscite that elects him president.

    October 1973: “Yom Kippur War” pits Israel against Egypt and Syria. Syria regains a small part of the Golan, but most remains under Israeli control.

    June 1976: The Arab League sanctions Syrian intervention in Lebanon's civil war. Syria initially sides with the conservative, Maronite Christian leaders.

    March 1978: Israel invades Lebanon and seizes control of southern Lebanon up to the Litani River in an effort to weaken Syria and the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).

    June 1979: Islamist extremists attack the Syrian army's Aleppo Artillery School, killing eighty-three cadets and wounding scores.

    June 1980: Assad escapes assassination by a Muslim Brotherhood member who attacks him with a hand grenade. The next day, Syrian forces murder over six hundred Muslim Brotherhood members and other political prisoners being held at Tadmur Prison.

    September 1980: Iran-Iraq War begins. Syria sides with Iran because of long-standing opposition to Saddam Hussein's Iraq.

    December 1981: Israel annexes the Golan by transferring governing authority from military to civilian rule.

    February 1982: In the city of Hama, the Muslim Brotherhood calls for general strikes and an uprising against Assad. The Syrian military ruthlessly crushes the rebellion, killing over ten thousand people.

    June 1982: Israel invades Lebanon again. The Syrian army faces major losses and withdraws from some areas. In September, under Israeli guidance, right-wing Lebanese massacre Palestinians in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. The PLO eventually agrees to withdraw from Lebanon.

    May 1983: Syria and Libya sponsor a Palestinian defector from the PLO, Abu Musa, in a failed effort to split the PLO and remove Yasser Arafat from power. Lebanon and Israel officially end fighting, but both Israeli and Syrian troops remain in Lebanon.

    August 1990: Iraq invades Kuwait. Syria joins the Gulf War coalition and sends 14,500 troops to participate in Operation Desert Storm against Iraq.

    October 1991: Israeli-Palestinian peace talks begin in Madrid with Syrian participation. Syria and Israel discuss return of the Golan.

    January 1994: Basil al-Assad, Hafez's son who is being groomed as successor, dies in a car crash. Bashar al-Assad later returns from studies in London to take Basil's place.

    June 2000: Hafez Al-Assad dies of natural causes. Bashar becomes president.

    November 2000: Bashar al-Assad releases over six hundred political prisoners, raising hopes of greater political tolerance.

    September 2001: Government arrests opposition members of parliament and other political activists, indicating a return to authoritarian practices.

    March 2003: United States government invades and occupies Iraq but is unable to find any weapons of mass destruction, the main justification for the war. Syria opposes the war.

    March 2004: Kurds in the northern city of Qamishli rise up against the Syrian government. Security forces kill dozens of protestors and force hundreds to flee to nearby Iraqi Kurdistan.

    May 2004: United States imposes sanctions on Syria, claiming Assad regime supports terrorists and insurgents in Iraq.

    February 2005: Former Lebanese prime minister Rafic Hariri assassinated in a Beirut bomb explosion. Many believe Syria was responsible, leading to months of demonstrations calling for withdrawal of Syrian troops.

    April 2005: Syria withdraws troops from Lebanon, but some secret police remain.

    September 2006: Islamic extremists attack US embassy in Damascus.

    September 2007: Israeli planes bomb northern Syria, claiming Syria is building a nuclear-weapons facility. Syrian government says it is a conventional military base.

    October 2008: US helicopters attack a home under construction near Al Sukariya, Syria, claiming it killed a major terrorist from Iraq. The attack killed six construction workers.

    May 2010: The United States tightens economic sanctions on Syria, arguing that Assad promotes terrorism in Iraq and Lebanon.

    THE UPRISING: 2011–PRESENT

    December 2010: Street vendor Mohammed Bouazizi immolates himself in Tunisia, setting off widespread demonstrations known as the Arab Spring.

    January 2011: Popular demonstrations in Tunisia overthrow the dictator Zine el Abidine Ben Ali.

    January 2011: Mass demonstrations and general strikes overthrow the Egyptian government of Hosni Mubarak, but the military remains in power.

    February 2011: Facebook and YouTube are legalized in Syria in response to Arab Spring uprisings.

    March 2011: Preteen children are detained, tortured, and killed for scrawling antiregime slogans on a school wall. Demonstrations against regime brutality break out in the southern city of Daraa and later in Damascus. Assad announces political concessions, including releasing some political prisoners, lifting the country's state of emergency, and granting citizenship to Kurds. Assad asserts that the protests are sponsored by Israel, the United States, and Saudi Arabia.

    April 2011: Kurdish students demonstrate in the northern city of Qamishli. Kurds oppose Assad but are suspicious of the opposition led by conservative Islamists.

    May 2011: Largely nonviolent protests meet with tanks and live ammunition in major cities, including the suburbs of Damascus. Assad grants amnesty to more political prisoners.

    June 2011: Government mobilizes tens of thousands of supporters, who unfurl a giant Syrian flag. Assad retains support among religious minorities, some Sunnis, the business elite, and military.

    July 2011: Some opposition leaders meet in Istanbul to form the Syrian National Council (SNC), a group that hopes to unite exiled and domestic opposition forces. The SNC is formally announced in August.

    July 2011: US ambassador Robert Ford attends an opposition rally in Hama. Government instigates demonstrators to attack the US embassy in Damascus. The Obama administration calls for Assad to step down.

    July 2011: Opposition conference in Damascus calls for multiple parties and other reforms. Broadcast live on state TV.

    July 2011: Seven defecting Syrian soldiers announce formation of Free Syrian Army (FSA).

    July 2011: Syrian parliament passes a new law allowing formation of other parties. But opposition criticizes the law because the Baath Party remains the leading party under the constitution. In practice, the loyal opposition has little power.

    September 2011: Some rebels, including Muslim Brotherhood, call on the West to create a Syrian no-fly zone to help topple the regime. Others rebels oppose it.

    October 2011: Russia and the People's Republic of China block a UN Security Council resolution condemning Syria, fearing it could be used to justify Western military intervention.

    November 2011: The FSA attacks the Harasta Air Base near Damascus, a significant blow to the Assad regime.

    November 2011: Arab League suspends Syria and imposes economic sanctions because Syria didn't abide by the league's peace plan. Assad says the Arab League is carrying out the needs of Western powers.

    December 2011: Rebels bomb Baath Party offices and other targets in central Damascus. Bombings and attacks continue through the following summer.

    December 2011: Syria agrees to allow a visit by an Arab League delegation, but many thousands of anti-Assad protesters demonstrate in Homs. The Arab League suspends its mission in January due to security concerns.

    February 2012: Al-Nusra Front (The Support Front for the People of the Levant), affiliated with al-Qaeda, publicly announces its formation.

    March 2012: UN Security Council enacts a proposed peace plan and appoints former UN secretary general Kofi Annan as negotiator. The Muslim Brotherhood publicly endorses armed struggle, although it had been quietly organizing armed groups earlier. It forms the Commission of the Revolution's Shields as a military coalition but fails to gain much support inside Syria.

    May 2012: Pro-Assad militia massacres 108 people, including 34 women and 49 children, in the town of Houla, near Homs. Nations around the world withdraw their ambassadors in protest. Government holds parliamentary elections that include loyal opposition parties. Rebels argue that the elections merely legitimize the Assad dictatorship.

    June 2012: CIA admits to vetting armed militias so they can be armed by Saudi Arabia and Qatar. Syrian military shoots down a Turkish plane that enters Syrian airspace. The incident heightens tensions between the two countries.

    July 2012: FSA bombs Damascus intelligence headquarters, assassinating three major officials, including Assad's brother-in-law. Syrian army and security services set up checkpoints throughout Damascus.

    August 2012: Kofi Annan resigns as UN negotiator in frustration with lack of progress in peace talks. The United Nations and Arab League appoint Algerian diplomat Lakhdar Brahimi as the new envoy.

    September 2012: Most of the historic Aleppo souk (market) is gutted by fire.

    November 2012: Unable to establish support inside Syria, the SNC dissolves and members form the National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces. Al-Nusra and other ultraconservative Islamists refuse to join.

    December 2012: Free Syrian Army leaders create the Supreme Military Council in an effort to coordinate all the militias in Syria. But the SMC fail to become a broad-based coalition.

    December 2012: The United States puts al-Nusra on its list of terrorist organizations, citing its affiliation with al-Qaeda.

    December 2012: United States and some allies recognize the new National Coalition as the Syrian people's “legitimate representative.”

    January 2013: Israeli jets attack a Damascus military research center, claiming to stop shipments of Syrian arms to Hezbollah in Lebanon. Rebel groups regularly fire rockets and mortars into Damascus, often hitting civilian areas.

    March 2013: A coalition of the FSA and Islamist rebels take Raqqa, capital of Idlib Governate. Syrian air force begins intensive bombing of rebel-controlled area. Khan Al Asal faces a small attack with chemical weapons. Rebels blame Assad. The Syrian government says it was rebels and presents evidence to UN inspectors months later.

    April 2013: The Islamic State of Iraq (ISI), an al-Qaeda affiliate, changes its name to the Islamic State of Iraq and the al-Sham [the Levant] (ISIS), openly admitting its activities in Syria.

    May 2013: A rebel commander, Abu Sakkar of the Farouq Brigades, eats the internal organs of a Syrian soldier to show his contempt for the government. The resulting video causes widespread revulsion. Government troops massacre Sunni civilians in the district of Baniyas. Pro-Assad militia kills over three hundred people. A bomb attack almost assassinates Syrian prime minister Wael Nader al-Halqi. Israel launched two different missile strikes at a warehouse allegedly storing advanced surface-to-surface missiles and other weapons.

    June 2013: Syrian army and Hezbollah fighters take back control of Qusayr in northwest Syria. The government hails the victory as a turning point in the war, but the battle proves pyrrhic. At a Cairo conference of Sunni clerics, over one hundred prominent imams sign a declaration calling for jihad in Syria.

    July 2013: ISIS engages in increasingly brutal actions in the parts of Idlib Governate it controls, including beheading of FSA commanders. Civilians in Raqqa complain about ISIS repression and imposition of a harsh version of Shariah law. Israel attacks a missile depot in Latakia.

    August 2013: ISIS claim credit for capturing the Mennagh airbase, north of Aleppo, after a nine-month siege.

    August 2013: Sarin gas attack kills hundreds of civilians living in rebel-controlled areas near Al Ghouta outside Damascus. Assad blamed the rebels. President Obama announces plans to bomb Syria, but popular opinion forces him to back down. Russia and the United States pressure Syria to eliminate its chemical weapons.

    September 2013: UN weapons inspectors confirm use of chemical weapons in Al Ghouta but don't say who was responsible.

    November 2013: Rebels attack the military vehicle depot in Harasta, just north of Damascus. Rebels dig a tunnel and plant bombs under the administrative building, killing over 150 soldiers and several generals. Israel again attacks a Latakia missile depot originally bombed in July.

    November 2013: Major rebel groups form the Islamic Front with the aim of creating an “orthodox Islamic state.” The front excludes al-Qaeda-affiliated rebels as well as the FSA.

    December 2013: In a huge setback for the Western powers, the Islamic Front seizes US weapons and supplies in FSA warehouses in Atmeh, Syria, near the Turkish border. The United States and Britain temporarily suspend nonlethal aid to the rebels.

    January 2014: Al-Nusra, al-Tawheed, and other rebel groups attack ISIS in Raqqa, freeing civilian and rebel prisoners. Fighting also breaks out among rebel groups in Aleppo. A Qatar-funded report from a Syrian defecting police photographer indicates the government killed and tortured over eleven thousand people in security forces’ prisons. Geneva II peace talks begin in Switzerland. The West wants to discuss establishing a transitional government, but the Assad representatives insist on discussing only rebel terrorism. Nothing tangible emerges from the Swiss meetings.

    February 2014: Ayman al-Zawahri, head of al-Qaeda internationally, formally expels ISIS from al-Qaeda and throws his support behind the al-Nusra Front, another al-Qaeda affiliate in Syria. The third round of peace talks end in Geneva without progress. Israel launches another missile attack near the Syrian–Lebanese border.

    March 2014: After an offensive lasting months, Syria and Hezbollah forces take back Yabroud, a rebel town near Lebanon.

    April 2014: Chlorine gas is used in the rebel-held village of Kafr Zeta, Hama Governate. Each side blames the other for use of chemical weapons. UN human rights commission issues a report detailing systematic torture by Syrian government. It also criticizes instances of torture used by extremist rebels.

    May 2014: Through a negotiated settlement, rebels evacuate the old city area of Homs. The government claims a victory. Arab League and UN negotiator Lakhdar Brahimi resigns, telling the UN Security Council it must stop the flow of all outside arms to Syrian combatants. The United States, France, and other countries offer a UN Security Council resolution to allow the International Criminal Court to prosecute Syrian war crimes. The measure excludes any possible prosecution of the United States or Israel for its actions in the Golan. Russia and China veto the measure.

    June 2014: Syria holds presidential elections and Assad wins 88.7 percent of the vote; critics say the poll is meaningless. ISIS seizes wide swath of territory in northern Iraq, giving it greater credibility in Syria as well. Kurdish forces take control of the Iraqi city of Kirkuk and assert the right to form an independent Kurdish state. Kurdish leaders continue negotiations with the Baghdad government.

    July 2014: ISIS, which renamed itself the Islamic State, launches a military offensive against the Iraqi army and Kurdish peshmerga. The Iraqi army collapses and the peshmerga retreats. ISIS engages in ethnic cleansing to drive out Yazidis, Christians, Shia Muslims, and others who oppose its rule in northern Iraq.

    August 2014: The US commences a bombing campaign against ISIS in Iraq, arguing that it must stop the humanitarian crisis affecting the Yazidis and others. When the Yazidi crisis ends some weeks later, however, the US escalates the bombing in an effort to defeat ISIS.

    September 2014: US starts bombing ISIS and al-Nusra targets in Syria. President Obama claims the support of forty countries, but the US carries out the vast majority of air strikes, and no allied country commits ground troops. US announces plans to arm and train units of the Iraqi army, Kurdish peshmerga, and “moderate rebels” in Syria.

    October 2014: Unable to gain military headway against ISIS in Iraq, the US announces plans to send an additional 1500 advisors, for a total of 3000. Advisors will fly helicopter combat missions and accompany Iraqi troops into combat. President Obama plans to ask Congress for $5 billion to cover the costs of the war in 2014, a figure that will likely increase significantly.

    November 2014: President Obama announces plans to ask congressional approval for the new wars in Syria and Iraq. Syrian army bombs ISIS stronghold of Raqqa, a city previously bombed by the US. Rebel groups complain that by focusing the war on ISIS, the US is helping the Assad regime.

    January 2015: The Kurdish People's Protection Units (YPG) drive IS out of the Syrian city of Kobane in the first major setback for IS. The YPG is affiliated with the PKK, a nationalist group based in Turkey that calls for Kurdish autonomy not independence.

    February 2015: Obama administration introduces war authorization bill to legalize bombing in Iraq and Syria. Democrats seek to limit the war while Republicans seek to expand it. Bill languishes.

    March 2015: Civil society activists accuse Assad regime of using chlorine gas. Kurdish peshmerga say Islamic State also uses chlorine gas against their fighters. Iraqi government, Shia militias, and Iranian combat troops launch offensive to take back Tikrit, Iraq. US refuses to provide air support.

    April 2015: Iraqi forces take back Tikrit from IS. UN human rights investigators say the Islamic State is guilty of genocide for its attacks on the Yazidi religious minority in Syria.

    July 2015: At a meeting in Vienna, Iran, the US and other major powers agree to curtail Iran's development of nuclear weapons in return for lifting economic sanctions. The plan is scheduled to be implemented in January 2016. The agreement, while lowering tensions on the nuclear issue, does not resolve sharp US-Iran differences on Syria. Turkey allows US to conduct bombing raids from a major Turkish air base in return for agreeing to attack IS positions inside Syria. But the large majority of Turkish air strikes hit the PYD, not IS.

    September 2015: US Congress still has not voted war authorization for US air attacks on Syria and Iraq, one year after attacks began. The Obama administration claims the right to wage war against IS based on the 2001 congressional vote to fight al-Qaeda. The Islamic State did not exist in 2001. A bomb killed Sheikh Wahid al-Balous, a leading Druse cleric in Syria, along with twenty-seven others. The Druse, a religious and ethnic minority, had tended to support Assad or remained neutral. Pro- and anti-Assad forces blame each other for the bombing. Russia begins bombing Syria in support of the Assad regime. The majority of bombing hits rebel groups opposed to Assad with some hitting the Islamic State–held areas. In testimony before Congress, US Army Central Command Chief General Lloyd Austin admitted that only “four or five” US-trained rebels were actually fighting in Syria.

    October 2015: Over a period of several months, Syrian Kurdish rebels expel the Islamic State from territory near the Turkish border. US drops fifty tons of arms and supplies to aid Kurdish rebels. According to Edward Snowden documents published in the Washington Post, the CIA has spent $1 billion on training rebels in Jordan while the Pentagon spent an additional $500 million for a separate program in Turkey.

    November 2015: Islamic State terrorists attack civilian targets in Paris. France begins bombing IS-held areas in Syria. Major powers meet in Vienna to form the International Support Group for Syria. They propose a political solution that would include UN oversight of elections and rewriting the Syrian Constitution. But since no Syrians participate in the meeting, its implementation remains in question. Iraqi troops, Sunni tribal fighters, and US air attacks drive the Islamic State out of Sinjar, Iraq.

    December 2015: Islamic State driven out of Ramadi, Iraq. Assad forces kill Ahrar al-Sham leader Zahran Alloush. The Saudi-backed rebel was considered a ruthless dictator in the area under his control, Gouta, near Damascus. A couple in San Bernardino, California—who said they were inspired by IS—opened fire on a holiday party killing fourteen and seriously wounding twenty-two. UN Security Council Resolution 2254 passed unanimously. It calls for a ceasefire, rewriting the Syrian Constitution and holding new elections within eighteen months. Serious disagreement remains on how to implement the resolution. By the end of 2015 some 900,000 refugees have fled to Europe, causing a major political crisis in a number of countries. About half were estimated to be from Syria.

    January 2016: Saudi Arabia beheads Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr, a Shia cleric opposed to the Saudi dictatorship. Large demonstrations break out in Iran and other Shia Muslim countries. The tensions make a political settlement in Syria more difficult because a peace settlement would include Saudi Arabia and Iran.

    February 2016: US-financed rebel groups in Syria face serious setbacks during offensive by pro-Assad forces. IS, al-Nusra, and other extremist groups continue to control swaths of northern and eastern Syria.

    March 2016: Syrian Kurds declare parts of northern Syria to be under a federal democratic system. Kurds and all other religious/ethnic groups would control their own region within the Syrian state. Russia announces plans for a partial military withdrawal from Syria. Syrian army, with help from Russian air force, retakes the eastern city of Palmyra, famous for its ancient monuments and ruins. IS attacks the airport and a metro stop in Brussels, Belgium, killing thirty-two and wounding over three hundred.

    To see an updated timeline, visit www.reeseerlich.com.

  


  
     
    [image: images]

    Aldington, Richard. Lawrence of Arabia: A Biographical Enquiry. Westport, CT: Greenwood, 1976.

    Barr, James. A Line in the Sand: The Anglo-French Struggle for the Middle East, 1914–1948. New York: W. W. Norton, 2012.

    ———. Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E. Lawrence and Britain's Secret War in Arabia 1916–1918. New York: W. W. Norton, 2008.

    Borne, John E. The USS Liberty: Dissenting History vs. Official History. New York: Reconsideration Press, 1995.

    Chomsky, Noam. The Fateful Triangle: The United States, Israel & the Palestinians. Boston: South End Press, 1983.

    Choueiri, Youssef M. Islamic Fundamentalism. Boston: Twayne Publishers, Division of G. K. Hall, 1990.

    Collins, Larry, and Dominique Lapierre. O Jerusalem! New York: Simon & Schuster Paperbacks, 1972.

    Commission of Inquiry into the Actions of Canadian Officials in Relation to Maher Arar (Arar Commission). Canadian Government Publishing, 2006.

    Crooke, Allistair. Resistance: The Essence of the Islamist Revolution. New York: Pluto Press, 2009.

    Erlich, Reese. Conversations with Terrorists: Middle East Leaders on Politics, Violence, and Empire. Sausalito, CA: PoliPoint Press, 2010.

    ———. The Iran Agenda: The Real Story of US Policy and the Middle East Crisis. Sausalito, CA: PoliPoint Press, 2007.

    Fisk, Robert. Pity the Nation: The Abduction of Lebanon. New York: Nation Books, 2002.

    ———. The Great War for Civilization: The Conquest of the Middle East. New York: Alfred Knopf, 2005.

    Gould, Elizabeth, and Paul Fitzgerald. Crossing Zero: The Afpak War at the Turning Point of American Empire. San Francisco: City Lights Books, 2011.

    Graves, R. Perceval. Lawrence of Arabia and His World. London: Thames and Hudson, 1976.

    Hashemi, Nader, and Danny Postel. The People Reloaded: The Green Movement and the Struggle for Iran's Future. Brooklyn: Melville House, 2010.

    ———. The Syria Dilemma. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2013.

    Ingrams, Doreen. Palestine Papers 1917–1922: Seeds of Conflict. London: John Murray, 1972.

    Kaplan, Robert D. The Arabists: The Romance of an American Elite. New York: Free Press, 1993.

    Landis, Joshua. “Syria and the 1948 War in Palestine.” In Rewriting the Palestine War: 1948 and the History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict. Edited by Eugene Rogan and Avi Shlaim. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

    Lawrence, T. E. Seven Pillars of Wisdom. London: Wordsworth Classics, 1997.

    ———. Introduction to Travels in Arabia Deserta, by Charles Doughty. http://zineb-returns.blogspot.com/2012/05/te-lawrence-on-englishmen.html.

    Lesch, David W. Syria: The Fall of the House of Assad. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2012.

    McBride, Sean, et al. Israel in Lebanon: Report of the International Commission to Enquire into Reported Violations of International Law by Israel during Its Invasion of Lebanon. London: Ithaca Press, 1983.

    Ocalan, Abdullah. Prison Writings: The Roots of Civilisation. London: Pluto Press, 2007.

    Oren, Michael. Power, Faith, and Fantasy: America in the Middle East, 1776 to the Present. New York: W. W. Norton, 2007.

    Pargeter, Alison. The Muslim Brotherhood: From Opposition to Power. London: Saqi Books, 2010.

    Provence, Michael. The Great Syrian Revolt and the Rise of Arab Nationalism. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2005.

    Redd, Adrienne. Fallen Walls and Fallen Towers: The Fate of the Nation in a Global World. Ann Arbor, MI: Nimble Books, 2010–2011.

    Rogan, Eugene. The Arabs: A History. New York: Basic Books, 2011.

    Sennott, Charles, M. The Body and the Blood: The Middle East's Vanishing Christians and the Possibility for Peace. New York: Public Affairs, 2001.

    Starr, Stephen. Revolt in Syria: Eye-Witness to the Uprising. New York: Columbia University Press, 2012.

    Swanson, Bill, ed. Encarta Book of Quotes. New York: St. Martin's Press, 2000.

    Tabler, Andrew. In the Lion's Den: An Eyewitness Account of Washington's Battle with Syria. Chicago: Lawrence Hill Books, 2011.

    Tejel, Jordil. Syria's Kurds: History, Politics, and Society. London: Rutledge Group, 2009.

    Thomas, Lowell. With Lawrence in Arabia. 16th ed. London: Hutchinson, n.d.

    United Nations. “Final Report, United Nations Mission to Investigate Allegations of the Use of Chemical Weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic.” December 12, 2013. https://www.un.org/apps/news//story.asp?NewsID=46730&Cr=syria&Cr1=.

    United Nations Office for Human Rights. “UN Issues First Report on Human Rights of Gay and Lesbian People.” December 15, 2011. http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=40743#.UyCUyfrn_gg.

    Wright, Robert. Our Man in Tehran: The True Story behind the Secret Mission to Save Six Americans during the Iran Hostage Crisis and the Foreign Ambassador Who Worked with the CIA to Bring Them Home. New York: Other Press, 2011.

  

OEBPS/Images/ch2.jpg
CHAFPIER 2

T AWRENCE OF SYRIA





OEBPS/Images/ch1.jpg
CHAFPIER 1

THE UPRISING THAT
WASN’T SUPPOSED TO BE





OEBPS/Images/ack.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
INSIDE

*x Kk

The Backstory of Their Civil War
and What the World Can Expect

Reese Erlich

With a New Epilogue by the Author





OEBPS/Images/app2.jpg
APPENDIX 2

SYRIA TIMELINE:
KEY DATES SINCE
WORID WAR 1T





OEBPS/Images/app1.jpg
APPENDIX 1

A QUICK GUIDE TO SYRIAN
POT.ITICS AND TERMS





OEBPS/Images/bib.jpg





