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  About CSIS


  For over 50 years, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) has worked to develop solutions to the world’s greatest policy challenges. Today, CSIS scholars are providing strategic insights and bipartisan policy solutions to help decisionmakers chart a course toward a better world.


  CSIS is a nonprofit organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. The Center’s 220 fulltime staff and large network of affiliated scholars conduct research and analysis and develop policy initiatives that look into the future and anticipate change.


  Founded at the height of the Cold War by David M. Abshire and Admiral Arleigh Burke, CSIS was dedicated to finding ways to sustain American prominence and prosperity as a force for good in the world. Since 1962, CSIS has become one of the world’s preeminent international institutions focused on defense and security; regional stability; and transnational challenges ranging from energy and climate to global health and economic integration.


  Thomas J. Pritzker was named chairman of the CSIS Board of Trustees in November 2015. Former U.S. deputy secretary of defense John J. Hamre has served as the Center’s president and chief executive officer since 2000.


  CSIS does not take specific policy positions; accordingly, all views expressed herein should be understood to be solely those of the author(s).


  About JICA-RI


  The JICA Research Institute (JICA-RI) was established on October 1, 2008, as the research arm of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). Over the last nine years, JICA-RI has laid firm foundations as a research institution, by developing research networks worldwide and creating opportunities for dialogue between researchers and practitioners.


  Together with various partners, JICA-RI has conducted policy- and operations-oriented, academically solid studies in four focused research areas: peace and development, growth and poverty reduction, environment and development/climate change, and aid strategies, aimed at not only supporting the Agency in the delivery of effective development cooperation, but also contributing to the international debate.


  In pursuing its work, JICA-RI has the advantage of having full access to the abundant information obtained from development projects and programs on the ground.
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  Executive Summary


  Functioning societies collect accurate data and utilize the evidence to inform policy. The use of evidence derived from data in policymaking requires the capability to collect and analyze accurate data, clear administrative channels through which timely evidence is made available to decision-makers, and the political will to rely on—and ideally share—the evidence. The collection of accurate and timely data, especially in the developing world, is often logistically difficult, not politically expedient, and/or expensive.


  Before launching its second round of global goals—the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)—the United Nations convened a High Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. As part of its final report, the Panel called for a “data revolution” and recommended the formation of an independent body to lead the charge.1 The report resulted in the creation of the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (GPSDD)—an independent group of countries, companies, data communities, and NGOs—and the SDG Data Labs, a private initiative partnered with the GPSDD. In doing so the United Nations and its partners signaled broad interest in data and evidence-based policymaking at a high level. In fact, the GPSDD calls for the “revolution in data” by addressing the “crisis of non-existent, inaccessible or unreliable data.”2 As this report shows, this is easier said than done.


  This report defines the data revolution as an unprecedented increase in the volume and types of data—and the subsequent demand for them—thanks to the ongoing yet uneven proliferation of new
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