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      All of the X-Men were hiding in a room  

      in the Xavier mansion. They were getting  

      ready for Wolverine’s surprise birthday party. 

       Storm and Angel had bought balloons, and  

      Cyclops and Marvel Girl had gotten a birthday cake.
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      But Wolverine thought someone was sneaking  

      into the mansion! Whoever it was, he had to stop them.
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      So he did what he does best. He charged  

      into the room with his claws out!
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      As Wolverine clawed through the curtain, he was  
surprised to see all his friends. The other X-Men were  
even more surprised by Wolverine’s attack.  
    

    
      “What’s going on here?” Wolverine asked, confused. 
    

    
      “We were throwing you a surprise party . . .” Beast  

      started. 
    

    
      “. . . and that was your birthday cake. I hope you liked  

      it,” Marvel Girl explained.
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      Wolverine had always worried that he didn’t fit in with the  

      rest of the X-Men. Ruining his own birthday party made him  

      sure of it, and he wanted to get away.  
    

    
      He jumped on his motorcycle and traveled all the way to  

      Canada. He wanted to be alone in the wilderness, where the  

      air was crisp and there was not a single soul in sight.  
    

    
      But he had the feeling that someone was following him.
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      Wolverine traveled into a mountain range.  

      When he reached the top of the mountain,  

      his instincts were telling him someone was  

      still watching him. He looked around and saw  

      someone running at him, and fast!
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