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WHAT’S YOUR BURNING desire for your family history opus?  Why are you slaving over the begats, the deaths, and the hails from?  Is it because:

	You have visions of your family history being the first to top the Best Seller List?

	Your aunt told you there’s a link to the Trump, the Gates, or the Buffet family and you want to collect your inheritance?

	You recognize the impact of family history on culture and genetics and want others to be enlightened as well?

	You want it to be read.


If you chose #4 as your primary reason, you’ve chosen wisely, my child, but don’t give up on the rest.  Anything can happen when you’re compiling a family history.

This book is the bread and butter of compiling your genealogy.  It’s also the meat and potatoes of writing your family history to read, reread, and savor.

Expect to learn, to understand, and to take-away:

	Why your genealogy is more than posterity, health, and inheritance

	Who is in your direct line, who needs to know, and why parentage is relevant

	How to start, document, and build, including a free collection sheet to download, print, and use

	What to hone in on for a tantalizing family history

	When to start—When to stop

	How to put it all together

	How to publish and share your gripping family history


Let’s quit the preamble and get right to growing your family tree.  How else can you write the first family history best-seller?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Why Is Your Family History Key?
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DO YOU REALIZE THAT only you and your full siblings share the identical family tree?  And that you are still unique—even if you are a twin or an octuplet?

I have five siblings, but only one duplicates my exact family tree.  And that’s where it ends because we do not have an identical DNA.  The other four siblings have a different father so our pedigrees go off the rails from the get go.  

Each of us, in fact, march to our own DNA drummer.  Though we do have traits, characteristics, skills, and maladies that converge.  All our DNAs match enough to tattle that we’re siblings.  But is that where it ends?

Because bloodlines matter, DNA is more the beginning than the end.  DNA has its own story to tell.  A story of genetic health issues, inheritance issues, and cultural issues.  Family history, along with DNA, answers questions.  Questions about traits, afflictions, and instinctive skills, sometimes called obsessions.

One example of a quirky inheritance is my need to count.  It’s been with me since the beginning of my memories.  What am I doing in the check-out line?  I’m counting minutes, counting items, counting people.  I’m calculating time, dollars, and anything else I can find.  So did my mother.  And my grandmother.  It’s all in the DNA, folks—like it, or not. 

On the other hand, I could have come into a much worse gene to live with.  Like the drama queen gene my sister inherited that I have no patience for.  However, where did my absolute need for an uncluttered floor and squared up icons come from?  My sister didn’t share this idiosyncrasy.  She splats icons and ‘stuff’ all over the place.  Who can I blame? 

Given the preceding facts, what obsession(s) did you inherit? 

The science of DNA and Genetics has opened a whole new territory of study.  Studies that nail criminals and release innocent people.  Studies to warn of life-changing health issues.  And to bring closure to individuals who assume they were tossed out like yesterday’s coffee.

But DNA without databases to compare to and study is an all dressed up project with nowhere to go.  That’s where family trees, family histories, or genealogy, no matter how you call it, and DNA to go with it come in.  It takes both projects to make it all come together like a well-fertilized tree.
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Who is in your direct line, Who needs to know, and Why is parentage relevant?
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WHY IS PARENTAGE RELEVANT?  Isn’t it the compiler’s choice of who to include in the family history project?  It most certainly is, but what if... 

Scenario #1

Johnny is diagnosed with ‘Huntington’s Disease’.  Huntington’s Disease is a dire hereditary malady with an unhappy ending that may, or may not, be treatable if caught in the early stages.

The disease isn’t heard of in Johnny’s father’s lineage.  The logical assumption is that it came from the mother’s side—but—who is Johnny’s mother?  Nobody knows because she’s ostrasized... banished, and never spoken of.  Except that she’s a possible carrier of a terminal disease...

Scenario #2

Mary falls in love and marriage plans made.  She meets her intended’s mother who is in a constant care facility suffering from a memory disorder.  Mary was told her mother died in childbirth.  She is never spoken of.  The marriage happens.  Years later Mary picks up the genealogy project where you left off. She gets DNA analysis for herself and her husband.  

How horrified would you be to find you’d met your dead mother and married your half-brother?

Scenario #3

Todd and Tammy were three-year-old twin war orphans that were taken in by a loving family.  Nothing was known about them.  Because they were not ‘blood’ relatives, the family historian wrestled with a decision.  The decision of whether to include them in the family tree.  

Since the twins were raised as family members, the compiler chose to include them. She listed them as ‘adopted’ as well as anything else she knew about them in their story.  She got their DNA analyzed.  Here’s what happened next:

Not only did they have family, but they had aristocratic family.  Their biological family had given them up for dead decades ago.  The families were reunited and lived happily ever after.


# # #
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WHAT ARE SOME OTHER scenarios where parentage is relevant, even critical?
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How to Start, Document, and Grow Your Family History


[image: ]


HOW DO YOU LAUNCH A family history project?  

Start with what you know, following one surname, to keep it manageable and to set the trail parameters. 

The team at Sprouts and Crumbs tried several methods of collecting and organizing data for our own family histories.  Here’s what did not work well:

	Making stacks of notes and reshuffling with every piece of new information.  Notes got lost, important details were missing (like who is this information for...), and frustration ruled.

	Pedigree sheets.   [image: image]



While pedigree sheets are an integral part of a project there were two major problems with using them for surname history data collection...


	There was not enough room to gather dimensional data for the person.  Our family histories need to tell a story to be compelling.

	Our compilers found them to be too convoluted, hard to write big enough on, and too easy to take off on another track.


	Entering directly into an online family tree website from what we knew in our heads.  We found ourselves guessing at data just to get it started and/or stopping constantly to look for accurate information to input.  Frustration was the by-word.  Adventure, credibility and a quality output were not even in the ballpark.


At the next brainstorming session, we came up with a simple one-page form to fill out on each person.  The form serves as a short form diary to collect pertinent information along with dimensional details that reveal a taste of person’s character.  Character is the meat and potatoes of an entertaining family history that gets read and reread.

As, or after, the form is filled out, documentation is gathered to prove the declarations.  Photos and tidbits are added to finish the chapter on this one character in the play of life that you’re writing.

You will find the team’s smashing information gathering form in Appendix A.  Copy it, photocopy it, or download it as you wish.

Documentation

How do you prove that your work of art is fact, not fiction?  How can you fill in the blanks when you can’t call or text uncle Bob to get answers to your questions?  And, is uncle Bob retelling a story enough to make it legitimate?  What if there are two or more versions of the same happening or time period?  How can you unearth the truth (with a smug smile of knowing you are absolutely right—almost)?

There are several methods to gather documentation of a life lived.  Here are three to choose from—or mix and match as needed.  Heads up!  Each service has a learning curve to go with their vast treasure:

	Subscribe to online services: 	Fold3 for most military records.  
	The more clues you can provide, the better.  

	Not all records are available. 

	If you come up dry here, take your search to the National Archives.



	The National Archives for homesteads, land patents, naturalization, military, and census to name a few.  
	Research online, by mail, or in person. 

	Several record types require specific request forms by mail.  

	Privacy rules and regulations are in place.  

	Fees apply and copies take time, but it’s a treasure-trove.



	Online genealogy services like Ancestry, Family Search, and One Great Family to name just three.  There are many.  
	These services offer instant download of a multitude of documents as well as city listings.  

	Their systems do the searching automatically after you enter or upload your individual’s basic information—like name, birthdate, etc.  

	They’re a speed-of-light reservoir of recorded information—or links to access more.  

	Fees apply and they don’t have everything—but close.  

	Print only what your book needs a hard-copy of and keep the rest in your computer.  

	Remember to back-up to a flash-drive in case what will never happen does...





	Snail Mail 	Order copies of documentation one by one from each state’s vital records departments.  
	Fees apply for the search and, often, the copying of the document.  Don’t hold your breath.  

	Time and money are what they assume you have.





	Family 	Visit with family to gather stories, photos, and a smattering of documents.  	Focus on stories and photos.  

	It’s fun, but exhausting business.  

	Bring all the supplies and equipment you’ll need to make copies—like a laptop and a scanner or a really smart phone/tablet.






One such visit brought forth a cease and desist order for the making and selling of moonshine liquor.  A character builder...and proof that this family ran moonshine ...for a time, anyway.

A frustration of the snail mail method (if it’s available) is not remembering that you’re dealing with human beings, faux pas and all. 

Here’s what happened when a second great grand’s marriage certificate was my quest:

Three times I sent the request, with my $6, then $10 and a self-addressed-stamped-envelope, to the state and county that my living gramps insisted was the place of great gramps and gram’s marriage.  Three times my SASE came back with a ‘nothing found’ note.  Yes, they kept my money for performing the fruitless search.

A decade later, after records were being indexed for internet research, I searched for the marriage.  And there it was...right in the county, state, and era it should have been.  But there was one difference from my foiled requests.  I asked for John and Rachel.  They were recorded as Jno and Rachel.

Yep, the human factor is doing a fine job.

Have I mentioned that compiling a family history takes more than a day to complete?  Keep your eyes and ears open for the up and coming genealogist in your family.  Share the load, make it even more fun, and pass your work on.

So, what documentation do you really need?  Here’s a list in order of importance and remember you’re dealing with humans—all the way.  Sketchy humans give, and sketchy humans record the information.  I think my card playing grandpa did his best to hide in plain sight much of the time:

	Federal Census, which is recorded every 10 years, but not available to research for 72 years after it’s gathered.  
	Contains facts and clues to where people were at that time, where they were born, and what they did for a living on that day.  

	Lots of read the lines and columns as well as between-the-lines hints to extricate and extrapolate with scruples at the helm.  



	Vital Records – Birth, Death, Marriage.  
	Usually, but not always, gives names, dates, parents, and places as well as cause of death.



	Naturalization Records – Shows location at that moment and country of origin. 	Could show more details of where in the country of origin and parentage, but count those details as pure gold bullion when you find them.



	Military/Pension Records list spouse, physical description, maladies while in the service, and much more, whether you want to know it, or not.

	Passenger Lists – provide dates, whether crew or a passenger, place of embarkation and debarkation, sometimes correct country of origin—sometimes not.

	Land Records—patents, homesteads, and so on offer details of residence, a diary of improvements to the land, and reveal character snippets.  
	One great gramps homesteaded in Texas, Washington, and British Columbia.  He came to America as a crew member.  What does this say about him?



	City or area Census collected periodically adds gravy to the federal census, and will sometimes pick-up details that happen within the between decade—like a marriage or residence that went missing at the 10-year federal census level.

	Cemetery Records bring a life to a close.  Include a picture of a headstone if it’s available.  Find-a-grave is my first source to that end.  I also snap photos of graves for Find-a-grave whenever I can.

	City Listings are very cool when you can find them.  They show names, addresses, and occupations.







Criminal records, if you can find any, add even more dimension to individuals.  

Another character excavating tool is a sample of what that person loved to create.  A picture of their work if they painted, a recipe if they enjoyed cooking, or the car they built and raced adds depth to Aunt Queen’s life.

And there ya are.  Several examples are exhibited in Appendix A so you know the quality to expect to find.  Put your ooh-ahh, egads! face on for the journey.

Start with the census and add from there for a captivating journey to building your family history that dazzles a reader.

Grow Your Family History

Growing a family history is easy if you subscribe to a service like ancestry.com or familysearch.org.  The searches are automatic as you post family members.  One huge caveat, though...

The clues are no better than the humanoids who posted them.  Kick your logic into gear before
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