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Fireflies — quick, bright flashes that sparkle like
¥ glitter.
| o

Fish — many little sparks that squirm through
the air like a school of goldfish at feeding time.

Flare — a very bright star that stays in the air for
a while.

Mine — a device that shoots sparks up into the air
in a fan-shaped pattern.

Palm Tree — sparks that make a gold
or silver trail as they go up to explode
into lots of little sparks arching down
like the leaves on a palm tree.

Pattern Shells — sparks that make a
picture in the sky like a heart, a clover,
or a smiley face.
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Gertie closed the register, turned out the lights,
and followed Uncle Sam up the stairs to their
apartment over the store.
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At 9:00 p.m. on July 3rd,
Gertie locked the door to
Gertie’s Fabulous Fireworks.
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Gertie looked around at the empty shelves and
frowned. “But we don’t have any fireworks for us.
‘We’ll have to drive into town to see the show.”

Uncle Sam purred with anticipation. He didn’t mind
riding in the car if there were fireworks to see.
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Inside the store Gertie got out her biggest boxes.

She packed them with pattern shells for hearts and
smiley faces; chrysanthemums and peonies; mines
and flares; willows and palm trees; comets and
Saturns; fish and spinners; fireflies and falling leaves;
spiders and waterfalls.
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“Here, sit and relax.” Gertie steered the dapper
gentleman to the porch’s lone rocker. “Take a deep
breath.”

He took a deep breath. Then he took another. He
continued to drip.

Uncle Sam stayed behind Gertie. He hated dripping.

“Now,” said Gertie, “what
seems to be your problem?”
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“I have been to every fireworks store in the county.
Nobody has any fireworks left! You are my last
hope. Don’t you have anything left? Anything

at all? Even one box of sparklers would be better
than—"

By now the dapper gentleman was back up to his
top talking speed and Uncle Sam covered his ears
again.

“Whoa!” Gertie held up her arm like a traffic officer
again. “I have lots of fireworks. You sit out here

in the sun to see if you can dry off a little and I’ll
pack you a nice assortment of fireworks for a great
show.”

Gertie and Uncle Sam left the dapper gentleman
on the porch to rock and drip with his “thank you,
thank you, thank you!” following them to the door.
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* FIREWORKS GLOSSARY

A firework display begins with an explosion
| that sends colorful sparks to fill the night
( sky. Before those sparks fade away another
explosion sends up more sparks in a new
WIS pattern, shape, or color. Booms, bangs,
crackles, sizzles, and whistles add
. to the fun. There are many kinds of
fireworks.

Here are descriptions of the fireworks
in Glorious Gertie’s Fabulous

= o Fireworks:

“e %o
¥ ‘ b « Chrysanthemum — a big circle of colored
* . « « sparks that seems to cover the sky, like a

) (wm Peony but the sparks make trails.

‘ Comet — a star that leaves a long trail of
sparks behind it as it goes high into the sky.

X Crackle — hundreds of little stars that make
\snaps and crackles as they burn out.
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“Whoa!” shouted Gertie, backing away. “Hold your
horses! What seems to be the problem?”

“Oh, ma’am, do you have any fireworks left?” the
dapper gentleman asked again. “Anything at—"
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“Well, Uncle Sam,” said Gertie as she counted the
money after the gentleman’s truck pulled away, “sales
have been very brisk today! Very brisk, indeed! We
have enough here to buy groceries, new fireworks,
and a big sign on the new highway to advertise our
location.”

Uncle Sam meowed. He liked having money for
groceries. New fireworks and a big sign were probably
good things, too.
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Soon her shelves were empty, and Uncle Sam purred
with delight. He liked to see business being brisk.
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“No, indeed, sales were not brisk, but that just
means more fireworks for us tomorrow.”

Uncle Sam purred with anticipation. He loved
fireworks.
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She packed things that crackled; things that boomed;
things that sizzled; and things that banged. She
packed lots of sparklers and snakes.
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At 9:00 a.m. on July 4th, Gertie and Uncle Sam
were finishing their breakfast when they heard
loud knocking on the store door below.
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Saturn Shell — a circle of colored sparks like a Peony
with a ring around it.

Snakes — a round little pellet that grows into an ashy
black snake when it is lit.

Sparkler — a stick to hold in your hand that gives off
lots of little sparks when it is lit.

Spiders — sparks that leave trails as they fly straight
out from the center like a spider’s legs.

Spinner — a bright star that spins in circles as it
comes down.

‘Waterfall — glittering sparks that fall to earth with
long tails.

Willow — a lot of golden trails that arch up and fall
down, lasting ten seconds or longer.
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‘When he saw Gertie, he began talking very fast.

Uncle Sam covered his ears and hid behind Gertie’s
legs. He hated fast talking.

“Oh ma’am! Do you have any fireworks left? Any

at all. I want to buy all that you have. I'll take
anything. Do you have at least one box of sparklers
left? That would be better than nothing. Oh dear, oh
dear, oh dear. Maybe you have one Roman candle?
Maybe I could just buy a dozen flashlights and
wave—"
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The dapper gentleman began
slowly—“This morning I took

the raft loaded with the town’s
fireworks out to the middle of the
lake since that’s where we always
set them off.
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Uncle Sam watched every one of them. He loved
fireworks almost more than Tuna Kitty Bitties.
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‘When he pald Gertie for the fireworks, the bills
were only a little damp.
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“On July 5th we’ll take our savings and hit the
road looking for a new opportunity,” said Gertie.
“Maybe we’ll find a good location on the new
highway where everyone can see our store.”

Uncle Sam hissed—he hated riding in the car.
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Gertie helped the dapper
gentleman carry the boxes to his
truck.
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“Thank you, thank you, thank you!” the dapper
gentleman said over and over. “You have saved the
Fourth of July for the town!”
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‘Well, the raft sprang
aleak.

The dapper gentleman began to speak faster. “I swam
to shore, but the raft went to the bottom with most
of the fireworks. Any fireworks that floated are too
soggy to explode . . .





d2d_images/image019.jpg
NIETTHEAUTHOR
Helen Holder

My childhood ambition was to be a teacher, an
author, and an artist. Ispent 34 years in the
first grade (33 of them as the teacher). Since
retiring from teaching, I write children’s stories
and serve as the secretary for both the Ladies
Floral Club and Friends of the Creche.

My other hobbies include origami, bookmaking,
crocheting, traveling to visit my 11
grandchildren, and collecting nativity scenes.
During the Christmas season, more than 900 nativity scenes take over my
‘house and it becomes a tourist destination.

Tlive in Austin, MN, with my husband, Bill, and a few very hardy plants.
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Gertie opened the door to find a dapper gentleman
wringing his hands and dripping on the porch: his
coat and vest were wet; his pants and shoes were
wet; his hat was wet.
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“STOP!” Gertie interrupted and held up her hand
like a traffic officer. “Just calm down.”

“Anything at all! Even one box!” The dapper
gentleman waved his arms and dripped some more.
The puddles around his feet were growing.
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“Sales were not brisk,” she said to Uncle Sam—a
blue-eyed white cat with red stripes—well,

not red exactly, more orange—but still a very
patriotic cat.

“My Grandpa always said that the most

important thing about a store was location,
location, location. Since that
new highway was put in,

% _ nobody knows our location.”






d2d_images/image028.jpg
At 9:00 p.m. on July 4th, Gertie and Uncle Sam
locked up the empty store and headed to town to see

Gertie’s Fabulous Fireworks light up the sky in a
great show.






d2d_images/image025.jpg
X » It

i v
f ASKTHE CREATORS

‘What are some of your
favorite fireworks memories?

HELEN HOLDER, AUTHOR
“When I was a child, all the neighbors got together
on our dead end street to celebrate the Fourth of
July. After the pot luck supper, we had fireworks—
none of them as fancy as Glorious Gertie’s wares.
Now I enjoy the wonderful displays put on by
professionals. As a result of research for this story,
I can now call some of the fireworks by name!”

KAYLA OLSON-SURFACL, ILLUSTRATOR
“The Fourth of July is my favorite holiday. Every
year, my whole family, extended relatives included,
gathers at my great-uncle’s farm to celebrate and
spend the day together. We go fishing, water-skiing,
tubing, kayaking, and take the hobby plane out for
rides. In the evening, we all gather at the lake to
watch the fireworks. I look forward to the Fourth of
July all year!”
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Gertie opened the cash register then sighed. “I'm
afraid we don’t have enough money for groceries,
Uncle Sam.”

The cat meowed pitifully. He hated going without
groceries—especially Tuna Kitty Bitties, his
favorite treat.





