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        This book is dedicated to all souls whose ancient self already knows what is written on and in between these pages, but may have forgotten. When darkness seems to divide us, there is a light inextinguishable guiding us back to connection, and a voice that calls us ever toward harmony.
      

      
        [image: image]
      

      
        Mankind needs less to be instructed than to be reminded.
      

      SAMUEL JOHNSON, SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH PHILOSOPHER
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      “In The Science of Planetary Signatures in Medicine, Jennifer Gehl illuminates connections among elements of astrology, math, history, music and sound, alchemy, quantum science, and principles of Chinese medicine. From the I Ching and the works of Pythagoras and Plato to Nassim Haramein, Jennifer guides her reader through the science and philosophy of the unified cosmos. Masterfully written and extraordinarily readable, this book is a must-read.”

      JUDE PONTON, DC, M.AC., L.AC., AND PAUL PONTON, M.AC., L.AC.,

SENIOR ACUTONICS PRACTITIONERS AND INSTRUCTORS

AND COAUTHORS OF ACUTONICS FROM GALAXIES TO CELLS:

PLANETARY SCIENCE, HARMONY, AND MEDICINE

      “Jennifer Gehl’s book is brilliant. I can hardly wait to share it with everyone I know! The title might suggest it’s just for healers—it’s not. It is for all seekers. In it you will discover the bridges from the ancient knowing to the present scientific understanding. Any seeker who is looking for the connections between sacred geometry, ancient wisdom, and modern scientific discovery will absolutely love this book—it is a treasure trove of research and where they intersect. I suspect it will become a classic like many other books, referred to again and again to understand something new or old.”

      MAUREEN J. ST. GERMAIN, FOUNDER OF AKASHIC RECORDS

INTERNATIONAL AND TRANSFORMATIONAL ENTERPRISES, INC.

      “Jennifer Gehl takes us on a tour through history. Visiting a wide variety of cultures, systems, philosophers, and thinkers, an underlying thread is unmistakable. We are connected to all of nature, including and especially, the planetary energies of our solar system. Astrology can and does play a central role in all of life, including the healing arts. In The Science of Planetary Signatures in Medicine, we have the basic premise elucidated with striking clarity: There is an order to the universe. What we do with this realization is up to us. How might we integrate astrology and nature’s intelligence into 21st-century healing arts? That is the task before us, and this book is an excellent guide for all of us.”

      ERIC MEYERS, AUTHOR OF THE ASTROLOGY OF AWAKENING

      “The Science of Planetary Signatures in Medicine will surprise you as a comprehensive and beautifully written text. It offers a strong measure of historical and scientific background while remaining crystal clear and intriguing. Gehl embraces the beauty of music as she draws out the mathematical roots of music theory and lays out its integral connection to the planet and universal laws at play. As an example, we get to explore with the author how the principles of harmonics in music apply to other vibratory phenomena in the universe. The book is a lucid, scholastic exploration that every practitioner will want and will use. It will be hard not to devour every concept on the first read . . . it will continue to serve as an excellent, authoritative reference for years to come!”

      STEVEN WEISS, MS, DC, RYT, AUTHOR OF
THE INJURY-FREE YOGA PRACTICE

      “Jennifer Gehl synthesizes cosmology, history, philosophy, mathematics, music, and physics. She applies these perspectives in a way that expands our knowledge of these disciplines in relationship to healing. Ultimately the connection between sound healing and physics is presented. Healers of all disciplines, and particularly Acutonics practitioners, will find connections that develop the conversation surrounding many of the principles involved in healing.”

      WILLIAM MORRIS, PH.D., DAOM, L.AC., AUTHOR OF

TRANSFORMATION: TREATING TRAUMA WITH

ACUPUNCTURE AND HERBS
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      FOREWORD

       

      
        Is it not. . . plausible that human nature, in all its creative multidimensional depths and heights, emerges from the very essence of the cosmos, and that the human spirit is the spirit of the cosmos itself . . . ?
      

      RICHARD TARNAS, COSMOS AND PSYCHE

      The Science of Planetary Signatures in Medicine is a rich, multilayered exploration of the direct connections among the planets, their movements in the heavens, and their impacts on human health. This book explores the wisdom of the ancients and traces patterns of correspondences from prehistory to modern science.

      Herein the inner cosmos is represented as a replica of the outer cosmos and strong evidence for the affinities between the microcosm (physical body) and the macrocosm (universe) is presented. Our cells reflect the images of the galaxies and the universe. When we explore the vast and intricate cosmos—galaxies, planets, organisms, organs, cells, molecules, and atoms—there indeed appears a fundamental order, or fundamental essence, that corresponds to (or at the very least hints at) the principle of harmony and the music of the spheres. Although planetary gods are not playing the strings of the universe, our ancestors’ insights and intuitions about the relations of humanity to the vast universe that surrounded them was correct. When humanity is seen as a microcosm reflecting the macrocosm of the heavens—“As above, so below” and “As without, so within”—we understand, as if for the very first time, the meaning behind this ancient adage.

      Whatever paradigms or beliefs you hold with regard to religion, science, allopathic medicine, integrative medicine, energy healing, and/or astrology, or whether you are simply seeking wisdom, a key for advancement and evolution is to keep an open mind and heart. The health care model is changing rapidly as people in record numbers continue to seek what has been labeled Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM). In the healing modalities represented by CAM there is a recognition that health is a dynamic state of balance that requires shifts, adaptations, and recovery in a person-centered approach to wellbeing that moves away from the materialist model separating mind and body and the reductionism that breaks everything down into its smallest component parts.

      Various theories in physics and cosmology, such as renowned physicist David Bohm’s exploration of wholeness and the implicate order, attempt to demonstrate that the workings and transformations of the parts affect the whole and are able to both order and organize nonlinear functions through a process of enfoldment. Essentially there are subtle forces at work that interact, organize, and affect the larger picture on all levels (not unlike the theories put forth regarding the macrocosm and the microcosm, or which are implicit in the tenets of East Asian cosmology and medicine). Bohm was trying to reconcile Einstein’s theory of relativity and quantum theory while accounting for nonlocal effects, which posit that nothing is complete in and of itself. There is mutual participation (entanglement) of everything with everything and Bohm clearly articulates that everything that falls under the purview of “science” cannot be practiced in a fragmentary way as independent parts but must be explored through an awareness of the undivided wholeness of the universe.

      Unfortunately, the modern focus of academic research continues to be dominated by those “splitters” who seek to demonstrate differences rather than similarities, to break down and tear apart rather than look for commonalities and the potential for cross-disciplinary collaboration. In the unending quest for more medical research funding we see double-blind studies and control groups that rarely take into consideration the whole person and the quality of life changes they might experience if their illness or condition was seen from a physical, emotional, and/or spiritual perspective. Despite the growth in qualitative research we often fail to value the subjective quality of life experiences, and believe that the “objectivity” of logical positivism is the Holy Grail.

      In medicine, there is the “if not this, that; if not that, this” approach to differential diagnosis that invalidates anamnesis, the ability to remember and reflect on (or simply not forget) previous foundations that contribute to the whole. It is rare to be able to take a holistic approach to any research or education, to be able to step back and examine studies across multiple fields or specialties when framing new studies or the acquisition of knowledge. Jennifer Gehl has done just that. She has effectively woven together research findings that span thousands of years and diverse traditions from the disciplines of early medicine, mathematics, myths and legends, sacred geometry, music, and East Asian medicine. She provides compelling perspectives as to why we should care about the influences of the planets and the cosmos on life on Earth.

      We first met Jennifer in 2004 when she came to an Acutonics class in Loveland, Colorado. Acutonics is a healing modality that uses planetary tones on the meridian system of the body as well as on its acupuncture points. This class was an unusually large, advanced group of health care practitioners, including nurses, acupuncturists, bodywork practitioners, and physicians. Many of these students would go on to become certified Acutonics practitioners and teachers. Jennifer was one of those exceptional pupils: a seeker of knowledge who attended the intensive course with a desire to deepen her understanding of the powerful connections that exist among music, astrology, and Chinese medicine, all of which are explored in our program. She was an active contributor in class and possessed a profound understanding of planetary influences on human health. She went on to complete her studies to become certified as both an Acutonics practitioner and teacher, and she also developed a course in the basics of astrological medicine, which is now offered as an elective in our program.

      Her continued quest for knowledge led her to pursue her master’s degree in health sciences, and to seek out Dr. Marc S. Micozzi, the visionary anthropologist medical doctor responsible for the seminal textbook Fundamentals of Complementary and Alternative Medicine, which is now going into its sixth edition. This connection resulted in Jennifer being asked to contribute a piece on Acutonics to the textbook. She describes how Acutonics blends ancient wisdom, East Asian medicine, archetypes, myths, and modern science into a cohesive approach to health and holism that incorporates the use of vibratory energy, or sound, of the planets on acupuncture points. Jennifer then felt compelled to research and write a far more comprehensive work that weaves together ancient wisdom and modern science to provide a fresh perspective on how this knowledge can be used to redefine our approach to health and holism. She was encouraged to pursue this path by Dr. Micozzi, who offered his wisdom, years of writing experience, and editorial guidance.

      Whatever name you use—mind-body medicine, integrative medicine, or CAM—the underlying principle of this discipline is a holistic approach to medicine and health care that focuses on the whole person. These include the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual/ energetic aspects of the individual. This approach is distinct from what has come to be identified as Western or allopathic medicine, which is primarily focused on the individual parts of the body such as organs, tissues, and cells, and which has viewed the mind as separate from the body. Jennifer provides us with a way to think about mind-body medicine and to more deeply understand the influences of the cosmos on human health. She defines this new perspective on health and healing as authentic medicine.

      Several concepts explored by Jennifer are also employed in Acutonics and in some practices of Oriental medicine, which include the five phase, or five element, theory, built on the assumption that the forces that exist in the cycles of nature and that occur in the outside world are duplicated within our bodies at every level. Five phase theories are built on correspondences in which the person is seen as a small universe reflecting the greater universe. When elements coexist in balance and harmony the person is in good health, however, when physiological and psychological processes are out of balance, they must be readjusted or illness sets in. Moving with the cycles of nature results in a full and harmonious life; if there is imbalance, mental and physical health suffers. Jennifer provides us with a depth of knowledge and understanding that invites us to explore the value inherent in these healing traditions and to recognize their place in the future practice of medicine.

      The Science of Planetary Signatures in Medicine is an invitation to healing and hope. This book opens a door into how we might embrace ancient wisdom with the best of modern science and truly return art and spirit to medicine. It helps rediscover the spirit of our ancient teachers and the artistic and creative approach that many early physicians employed—one that many contemporary medical practitioners are beginning to embrace. It promotes partnerships with our patients, and invites us to support their personal journeys as they take an active role in their path to health and holism. It requires courage to be open to the infinite potential of the universe, to release limiting thoughts, and to recognize that we are all part of an infinite web and have access to miracles that defy current science.

      ELLEN F. FRANKLIN, PH.D., AND DONNA CAREY, M.S., L.AC. 
ACUTONICS INSTITUTE OF INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE LLANO, NEW MEXICO

      ELLEN F. FRANKLIN, PH.D., is cofounder and CEO of the Acutonics Institute of Integrative Medicine. For more than fifteen years she has been involved in the development and dissemination of educational programs in vibrational sound therapy rooted in Oriental Medicine and psychology. Ellen is a coauthor of Acutonics from Galaxies to Cells: Planetary Science, Harmony and Medicine, a 2012 gold medal recipient in the Independent Publishing Awards.

      DONNA CAREY is cofounder of the Acutonics Institute of Integrative Medicine and vice president of Devachan Press. She is a licensed acupuncturist, herbalist, sound healer, educator, and poet, trained in Western and Eastern medicine and the arts. Donna is coauthor of Acutonics: There’s No Place Like Ohm—Sound Healing, Oriental Medicine and the Cosmic Mysteries and Acutonics from Galaxies to Cells: Planetary Science, Harmony and Medicine.

    

  
    
      PREFACE

      By Jennifer T. Gehl, MHS

      Dear Reader,

As you embark on the journey this book has to offer, I invite you to keep an open mind. Inasmuch as it will reveal itself to you, it has revealed itself to me, chapter by chapter, through an engaging, awe-inspiring, world of magic that wants to come through at this time. The path leading to this book’s publication was strewn with surprising synchronicities, inspiring gratitude and trust in the “implicate order.” At the same time, this experience has been humbling. Along the way, I had to make adjustments concerning long-held beliefs about Earth’s history, and stay open to revising what I thought I already knew.

      I would be remiss to represent myself as a voice of authority on the ideas presented here, and that is not my goal. It has been my goal to simply allow new information to reveal itself in a manner that supports growth and healing, while weaving together the threads from our ancient past with a more current paradigm. The only thing one can ever know with certainty is what is experienced personally, and I would characterize my personal experience while writing this book as one of catharsis.

      No matter how much knowledge a person acquires, there can be no wisdom (or true healing) without applying that knowledge to one’s life. For those with worldly views supported by worldly experiences, the information contained in these pages may not resonate. My journey has not included being a world traveler, archaeologist, historian, scientist, physician, philosopher, or spiritual guru. On the other hand, it has been an inner journey of cultivating trust in my own experiences, even when those experiences have felt like utter failure or completely strayed from mainstream thought.

      Along the way, there were plenty of times when I tried to impose “my truth”—according to the experience I was having at the time—on other people, only to discover the disappointment of resistance. Real truth can only come from a personal process of discovery. More importantly, it can only be experienced through the process of discovering the Self. And for each one of us, that looks and feels a little bit different, similar to variations on a theme.

      As for my process of self-discovery, what has shaped my experiences comes from inner, “otherworldly,” and spiritual (celestial) encounters that began when I was very young. These encounters have fostered me throughout my life. I have always felt the presence of unseen helpers who light my path, guide my steps, and provide a sense of safety and security to me. Offered now is a brief synopsis of the “outer” journey that has led me to this point.

      
        SYNTHESIZING MUSIC, ASTROLOGY, AND CHINESE MEDICINE

        At the age of six, I began to study music, first with the piano, and a year later with the violin. Raised in a loving, supportive, and devoutly Catholic family, I practiced music and Catholicism without question. Although I had mystical encounters and experiences, I lacked faith and confidence in my own abilities in these areas until I encountered astrology as a teenager.

        Astrology gave me something that no other doctrine provided: the real, applicable, evidence of an infinite intelligence that “knows every hair on my head and every prayer upon my lips before I utter the words.” As I gained confidence through this practice, I was able to let go of some of the tension caused by internalizing stress and constantly feeling out of my element. I was beginning to perceive the background order, even in times of chaos and profound transformation when it felt like the world was crumbling under my feet. Astrology is a practice that never ends and always holds elements of surprise.

        Eventually I drifted away from Catholicism, and gravitated toward study that was more open to questions concerning the cosmos and the afterlife. This break, and what began my avid interest in energy therapies, is what eventually led me to Chinese medicine. Through my brief association as a student of Chinese medicine, I learned about Acutonics, a methodology that uses the power of vibrational (planetary) sound in conjunction with the energy systems of the body to facilitate health and healing.

        Until that time, I had navigated intense upheaval, enduring constant disappointment and feelings of failure in both my personal and professional life. I wanted to integrate my past, the academic degree I had attained in music, with my ongoing passion for astrology and my newfound infatuation with Chinese medicine. To say that finding Acutonics was a “godsend” would be an understatement. Not only did it combine music with the system of Chinese medicine, the music was that of the celestial harmonies in (and beyond) our solar system: Pythagoras’s music of the spheres. By all accounts, it is difficult to consider this “coincidence” as anything short of a miracle.

        Over the course of time, culminating with this work, I have continued to straddle two worlds: living in an environment that fears astrology, or looks down upon it as something devilish, juxtaposed against a community whose developments pioneer the work of medical astrology in a brand new—albeit ancient—form. My life has provided me with the opportunity to bridge and mend two very disparate points of view with the intention of reconciling what shows up as opposition.

        No matter what your current stance may be with regard to religious, scientific, political, economic, or ecological views, the message intended by this book is one of healing—and hope. It reminds us that everything exists in relationship to the whole. However far apart our differences may be, we all come from unity, and to unity we are returning.

        My current experience is teaching me that the fastest way to facilitate healing in another is by healing yourself (according to the nonlocal elements of reciprocity discussed later in the book). For those already healthy and happy, embrace your good fortune, radiate it, live it to the fullest, and be grateful. If you can find a way to pay your gratitude forward, you will never be disappointed with the return on your investment. For those who feel broken by loss or steeped in “the dark night of the soul,” my hope for you is that as you read these pages you will discover the potency for magic and miracles that awaits you on the other side of your pain.

        Every bit of challenge, struggle, frustration, delay, disappointment, and deep grief that I have experienced has contributed to my development, and none of it would have made sense if I hadn’t been able to view my life through a larger lens and the higher octaves of the soul. The most efficient way I have found to do this is by acknowledging the ongoing rhythm, cycles, and harmonic order inherent in our universe and interpreted for us by astrology.

        While astronomy is the language of the cosmos, astrology is the language of the individual’s unique connection to it, to the whole of which we all are part. It has enabled me to view my life as the “alchemist.” By embracing the negative experiences and trusting in an infinite plan, heartaches have always evolved into positive experiences. Perhaps that is why this book is coming forth at this time. Now more than ever, it is time to trust in the implicate order rather than fear the chaos and destructive forces.

        Our current worldview and every system born from it, including medicine, is operating from the premise that when something challenges what we hold dear, we must attack it. Destroy the disease, the enemy, the adversary before it destroys us. But what if we realize that the chaos is just a messenger reflecting our own brokenness and providing us with an invitation to respond differently? The very definition of insanity is repeating the same behavior while hoping for a different outcome. Perhaps it is time to recognize that our worldview not only needs to change, but that the need has arisen because it is time for a change.

        The chaos and fear we witness in the world today, as well as our response to it, is the result of faulty foundations upon which our whole history has been formulated, and we have followed that formula to fever pitch. Until we remember who we truly are, we cannot heal on a personal or global level. And we cannot know who we truly are unless, and until, we are willing to let go of who we have become.

      

    

  
    
      INTRODUCTION

      AUTHENTIC MEDICINE

       

      
        Thus, all Philosophy is like a tree, of which Metaphysics is the root, Physics the trunk, and all the other sciences the branches that grow out of this trunk, which are reduced to three principles, namely, Medicine, Mechanics, and Ethics.
      

      RENÉ DESCARTES (1596–1650)

      As with many disciplines and their terminologies, the field of medicine is such an age-old field of study that we have forgotten its roots. What constitutes true medicine? Where did it originate? The answers to these questions provide a foundation for a fresh look at an ancient art, and open the dialog for further exploration.

      The word medicine comes from the Latin root medicina, defined as “the art or practice of medicine, remedy, cure, clinic, treatment or dosing.” It stems also from the Latin word medeor, meaning “to heal.” The root med (or mad) can be found in many languages. In middle Persia madha means “medical science and wisdom.” In Sanskrit, medha means “intelligence and wisdom.” The ancient Greek word medos means “advice,” and medomai, “to think about.”

      We also have words such as meditate, from the Latin meditari, which translates to “rehearse, or to say to oneself.” These definitions suggest that continual counsel, discovery, and exploration constitute the original meanings of the word we use today as medicine.

      Another term we readily associate with medicine is doctor or physician. In Latin, docere means “to lead or to teach,” and connects to other words such as docile, “one who is easily led or taught,” as well as doctrine and indoctrination. Physician comes from the Greek word physike, which means “knowledge of nature.” The word physician refers to one who is skilled in the knowledge of nature (distinct from technology or technique, from the Greek word tekne).

      And what of nature? Its Latin root is nat, and means “to be born,” as in the words natal and nativity.

      Now let’s have a look at the word authentic. From the Latin authenticus and from Greek authentikos it means “original,” “genuine,” “principal.” From authentes it means “one acting on one’s own authority,” from autos “self ” plus hentes “doer,” “being.” Together these root definitions suggest that authentic medicine is about exploring, thinking about, and meditating upon nature for the purpose of healing oneself.

      The word heal goes back to the Old English (Germanic) word hal, meaning to “make whole.” Thus the original definitions of health and medicine have to do with developing intelligence and wisdom of nature regarding the subject of healing (or becoming whole). Physician means “one who acquires knowledge of nature,” a derivative of birth.

      These understandings instantaneously give birth to a new (but ancient) definition of medicine. Authentic medicine acquires new life through this endeavor—it is reborn—as a process of one’s own developing wisdom regarding his or her individual nature as well as nature writ large.

      A good example of this understanding can be found in our ancestors’ study of the heavens as a means of acquiring all forms of knowledge, including medicine. We have to return to a time when astronomy was an intrinsic part of every system of knowledge, and recognize that the language of the cosmos, known as astrology, can aid an individual’s understanding of their connection to the whole.

      Many books have been written on astrology and on herbal medicine, with only a few touching upon the correspondences between them. This book is inspired by the Hermetic principle “As above, so below,” “As within, so without,” as well as Hippocrates’ quote: “A physician without a knowledge of the cosmos should not call himself a physician. There is one common flow, one common breathing. All things are in sympathy.”

      The Science of Planetary Signatures in Medicine rekindles the ancient memory lying dormant in the human body/mind/soul: the ultimate remedy for all disease, illness, and disharmony is the u (you) in universe. Instead of just “physician, heal thyself,” the remedy becomes “physician, know thyself.”

      All manner of manifestation is influenced by the invisible realm and contains a stellar imprint known as the doctrine of signatures by ancient physicians. Many have applied these signatures to plants, fruits, and vegetables and their medicinal effects on the body. However, little attention has been paid to planetary effects on health. The natal chart itself reveals a unique planetary signature, with its own geometric and harmonic proportions.

      Examining Pythagorean concepts of number expressed through geometry, music, and astronomy allows us to look at the astrological chart as geometry, as music frozen in time. Therefore, music is a most effective means of restoring harmony to dissonant angles and aspects representing “parts of the self.” By freeing up those harmonic relationships, the individual engages an awakening process that not only connects neglected parts of the self, it also awakens one’s perception of the greater whole.

      This awakening of the self provides access to the intrinsic communication network already existing between humans, animals, plants, earth, and the cosmos. The natural science upon which the ancients drew to advance all manner of living is available to us today. There is much to rediscover, and it requires not only asking the right questions, but questioning what we are certain we already know. Embracing the mystery is the first step toward creating a more wholesome future of medicine.

    

  
    
      1

      ANCIENT COSMOLOGY

      To the ancients, studying celestial movement was fundamental to understanding all things related to earthly living. The ordered motion of the stars provided the means for measuring cycles of time and seasons on Earth. But with regard to both time and content, the history we have been taught to accept as humankind’s origin is incomplete at best, inaccurate at worst. Archaeological research continues to uncover relics and hieroglyphics that point to a much older history than the one believed to have originated in Mesopotamia (Greek for the “land between two rivers” of the Tigris and Euphrates) around 4000 BCE.

      In terms of content, several “splits” or schisms have contributed to incomplete perspectives about our history and human nature. For instance, the splits between astronomy and astrology; chemistry (science) and alchemy (spirit); Eastern history and Western history; and masculine and feminine perspectives all perpetuate half-truths about our multidimensional nature as human beings.

      
        ANCIENT CARTOGRAPHY

        For hundreds of years, the Hereford map (circa 1285) perpetuated a half-a-globe representation of the world. This map divides the world into three parts—Asia, Europe, and Africa. Roman Catholicism embraced the Hebrew accounts of Noah’s sons (Ham, Shem, and Japheth) being granted these regions. America was not included and there was no mention of a son being granted America. When the Americas were “discovered” by Columbus and put on the map, the church faced an enormous problem.

        As scholars wondered how to handle and integrate this new information, a Catholic friar, Jose de Acosta, circulated a story in 1590. He perpetuated “the idea that Siberian hunters crossed an ice bridge upon the Bering Straits to an almost virgin territory bereft of humans and culture.”1 As we will see, a more likely scenario is that humans traveled across the land bridge before sea levels rose, making America one of the oldest continents to exist.

        Biblical scholar and theologian Joseph Farrell connects the “Columbus conundrum” to another cover story involving the Fourth Crusade against Constantinople and the Cathars (1204), asserting that Columbus was himself a Templar.2 The French Templars had formed an alliance with the Republic of Venice around 1200, and it was the Templars’ mission to secure Constantinople for its wealth. The Templars wanted to secure hidden cartographic knowledge, “a possibility which is increased by the fact that the post-Fourth Crusade Venetian podesta was a member of the Zeno family, which subsequently undertook the voyages to the New World with Prince Henry Sinclair.”3

        According to this account, Columbus’s story “to find ‘a shorter route to the spice islands’” was itself a cover story because he had visited the Americas several times prior to 1492. Also interesting is an assertion that Ruggero Marino makes about Marco Polo’s voyages to the Orient between 1271–1295, which were politically, religiously, and financially subsidized in similar fashion to that of Columbus’s expedition.4 Polo had close ties to both the Templars and the papacy, but was later imprisoned over a conflict between Venice and Genoa in 1296. While he was incarcerated, the first edition of his book was suppressed because, Farrell asserts, it describes an island that was understood to be Japan, but in reality was too far away from China to have been Japan. Polo’s description of the natives also paralleled that of Columbus’s description of the people he later found in America.5 Presuming this account to be true, it is likely that Polo had written about America rather than “Cipango,” and both the Church and Templars became aware of the existence of the Americas as of 1295. However, if made public knowledge before the “appointed time,” this revelation would have threatened the Church’s authority.6

      

      
        TEMPLAR SECRET BLOOD AND TREASURE

        Farrell also presents a curious hypothesis regarding discrepancies between the Templars’ public “mission statement,” which was to protect pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land, and a more secret mission having to do with protecting information about their bloodline and ties to a secret Order of Initiates trained in alchemy. The Templars were reputed to have great wealth in their possession, which some believe may have come from the Temple of Solomon, secret excavations under the Temple Mount, or the secrets of alchemy itself. King Solomon’s Temple was the first Jewish temple in Jerusalem (circa1000 BCE). About four hundred years later, after the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it and sent the Jews into exile, Temple Mount was built in what is now the Old City Jerusalem. Whatever historical evidence or secret treasure may be buried there, excavation is strictly forbidden by the Islamic council which now oversees the territory.7

        During the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries any knowledge regarding a secret bloodline or alchemy would have annihilated the Order of Initiates because it would have opposed church doctrine. Ironically, that is what ultimately did happen, and the highest initiates were gruesomely tortured and put to death around 1310. Addressing this subject in The Secret Teachings of All Ages, mystic and researcher of ancient traditions Manly P. Hall (1901–1990) explains that it was the Templars’ knowledge about Christianity’s early history that caused their persecution and final demise.8 And what might that knowledge be? Information about discrepancies of the birth, life, and death of Jesus.

        One of the accounts relating to these discrepancies is given to us by St. Irenaeus, who was bishop of Lyons in approximately 180. In Against Heresies, St. Irenaeus makes the declaration “on the authority of the Apostles,” that Jesus lived to teach into his elder years, and was not, in fact, crucified.9 Another account, published by Bernard H. Springett, a Masonic author, in Secret Sects of Syria and the Lebanon, describes how Jehovah favored the propagation and prosperity of the Essenes. They were visited by a chief of the angels, who commanded in the voice of God that an heir be produced. After four generations Joseph and Mara gave birth to Joshua in Nazareth; he reestablished the ancient religion and restored forgotten religious practices.10

        Mark Amaru Pinkham, researcher and author of Return of the Serpents of Wisdom, states that Jesus was indoctrinated in, and later became the highest priest of the Essene Order. According to Pinkham, he was anointed “Priest King of the Earth” after an Egyptian rite of passage during which he experienced a symbolic death and resurrection. The initiation, which lasted for three days, resulted in his achieving the highest state of consciousness ever conferred upon any mortal being; however, it did not involve any kind of crucifixion.

        Hall described another account by Justin Martyr, written in the “First Apology” (circa the second century CE), in which the Crucifixion was addressed as a parallel between the account of Jesus’s life in the Christian scriptures and the many saviour-gods of the preceding pagan era.11 Hall suggested that “First Apology” was written in such a way to make the conversion of Greeks and Romans to Christianity an easier transition. With regard to Christ’s “Immaculate Conception” and “Ascension” Martyr explained that it was no different from pre-Christian beliefs about Mercury being the celestial messenger of God (known as Hermes to the ancient Greeks). In addressing pagan objections to Christ’s Crucifixion, Martyr explained that it was similar to what they believed had happened to the sons and deities of Jupiter (known as Zeus to the ancient Greeks).

        In another publication titled Seven Books of History Against the Pagans, circa 418, Christian theologian Paulus Orosius had rendered another version, at the direction of St. Augustine (Bishop of Hippo in North Africa), describing “a divinely ordained movement of imperial power and inspired knowledge

        
      

      
        
        
        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.1. LENGTH OF TIME ASSOCIATED 
		WITH CYCLES
            
          

          
            	 
            	
              Cycle
            
            	
              Length of Time
            
          

          
            	 
            	Galactic (or Cosmic) Year
            	225–250 million years
          

          
            	 
            	Precession of the Zodiac Ages
            	25,920 years
          

          
            	 
            	Each Age of the Zodiac
            	2160 years
          

          
            	 
            	Annular Cycle (Yearly)
            	365 days
          

          
            	 
            	Lunar Cycle (Monthly)
            	28–30 days
          

          
            	 
            	Diurnal Cycle (Daily)
            	24 hours
          

          
            	Source: From Dietrich, The Culture of 
		Astronomy.
          

        

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.2. ASTRONOMICAL CYCLES
            
          

          
            	
              Rotation
            
            	
              Direction
            
          

          
            	Diurnal (Daily) Rotation
            	clockwise (moves backward through zodiac)
          

          
            	Annular (Yearly) Rotation
            	counterclockwise (moves forward through zodiac)
          

          
            	Vernal Equinox (Precessional)
            	rotation/clockwise (moves backward through zodiac)
          

          
            	Milky Way Galaxy (MWG)
            	rotation/counterclockwise (moves forward through 
		zodiac)
          

          
            	Source: From Dietrich, The Culture of 
		Astronomy, page 142.
          

        

        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.3. PRECESSION OF ZODIAC AGES
            
          

          
            	
              Precession of the Zodiac Ages
            
            	
              Associated Symbol
            
            	
              Part of Body
            
          

          
            	Capricorn 21,600–19,440 BCE
            	Goat
            	Knees
          

          
            	Sagittarius 19,440–17,280 BCE
            	Archer/Centaur
            	Hips/Thighs
          

          
            	Scorpio 17,280–15,120 BCE
            	Scorpion
            	Genitals
          

          
            	Libra 15,120–12,960 BCE
            	Scales
            	Lumbar
          

          
            	Virgo 12,960–10,800 BCE
            	Virgin
            	Intestines
          

          
            	Leo 10,800–8640 BCE
            	Lion
            	Heart
          

          
            	Cancer 8640–6480 BCE
            	Crab
            	Breasts
          

          
            	Gemini 6480–4320 BCE
            	Twins
            	Shoulders/Arms
          

          
            	Taurus 4320–2160 BCE
            	Bull
            	Neck
          

          
            	Aries 2160 BCE–0
            	Ram
            	Head
          

          
            	Pisces 0–2160 CE
            	Fishes
            	Feet
          

          
            	Aquarius 2161–4320 CE
            	Man with pitcher of water
            	Ankles
          

          
            	Source: Derived from Dietrich, The Origin 
		of Culture, page 200.
          

        

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.4. ALCHEMICAL ASSOCIATIONS
            
          

          
            	
              Operation
            
            	
              Symbol
            
            	
              Zodiac Sign
            
          

          
            	Calcination
            	
		[image: image]
            	Aries, the Ram
          

          
            	Congelation
            	
		[image: image]
            	Taurus, the Bull
          

          
            	Fixation
            	
		[image: image]
            	Gemini, the Twins
          

          
            	Solution
            	
		[image: image]
            	Cancer, the Crab
          

          
            	Digestion
            	
		[image: image]
            	Leo, the Lion
          

          
            	Distillation
            	
		[image: image]
            	Virgo, the Virgin
          

          
            	Sublimation
            	
		[image: image]
            	Libra, the Scales
          

          
            	Separation
            	
		[image: image]
            	Scorpio, the Scorpion
          

          
            	Ceration
            	
		[image: image]
            	Sagittarius, the Archer
          

          
            	Fermentation
            	
		[image: image]
            	Capricorn, the Goat
          

          
            	Multiplication
            	
		[image: image]
            	Aquarius, the Water-Carrier
          

          
            	Projection
            	
		[image: image]
            	Pisces, the Fishes
          

          
            	
              Base Metal
            
            	
              Symbol
            
            	
              Planet
            
          

          
            	Gold
            	
		[image: image]
            	Sun
          

          
            	Silver
            	
		[image: image]
            	Moon
          

          
            	Copper
            	
		[image: image]
            	Venus
          

          
            	Iron
            	
		[image: image]
            	Mars
          

          
            	Mercury
            	
		[image: image]
            	Mercury
          

          
            	Lead
            	
		[image: image]
            	Saturn
          

          
            	Tin
            	
		[image: image]
            	Jupiter
          

          
            	Source: Farrell, Philosopher’s Stone, 
		pages 33–34.
          

        

        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
      

      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.5. ZODIAC SIGNS AND HERBS
            
          

          
            	
              Zodiac Sign
            
            	
              Herb
            
          

          
            	Aries
            	sage
          

          
            	Taurus
            	vervaine (verbena) that grows tall
          

          
            	Gemini
            	vervaine (verbena) that grows bending
          

          
            	Cancer
            	comfrey
          

          
            	Leo
            	sow-bread
          

          
            	Virgo
            	calamine
          

          
            	Libra
            	mug-wort
          

          
            	Scorpio
            	scorpion-grass
          

          
            	Sagittarius
            	pimpernel
          

          
            	Capricorn
            	dock
          

          
            	Aquarius
            	dragon’s-wort
          

          
            	Pisces
            	hart-wort
          

          
            	Source for tables 1.5–1.9: Agrippa, 
		Agrippa’s Occult Philosophy, pages 107–109.
          

        

        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.6. PLANETS AND HERBS
            
          

          
            	
              Planet
            
            	
              Herb
            
          

          
            	Saturn
            	sengreen
          

          
            	Jupiter
            	agrimony
          

          
            	Mars
            	sulphur-wort
          

          
            	Sun
            	marigold
          

          
            	Venus
            	wound-wort
          

          
            	Mercury
            	mullein
          

          
            	Moon
            	peony
          

        

        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.7. HERMETIC ASSOCIATION OF 
		PLANETS AND HERBS
            
          

          
            	
              Planet
            
            	
              Herb
            
          

          
            	Saturn
            	daffodil
          

          
            	Jupiter
            	henbane
          

          
            	Mars
            	rib-wort
          

          
            	Sun
            	knot-grass
          

          
            	Venus
            	vervaine (verbena)
          

          
            	Mercury
            	cinque-foil
          

          
            	Moon
            	goose-foot
          

        

        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.8. HERBS WITH PLANETS, SIGNS, OR 
		STAR
            
          

          
            	
              Herb
            
            	
              Planet/Sign/Star
            
          

          
            	Herb dragon
            	Saturn and Celestial Dragon
          

          
            	Mastic
            	Jupiter, Sun, Leo
          

          
            	Mint
            	Jupiter, Sun, Goat Star
          

          
            	Hellebore
            	Mars, Head of Algol
          

          
            	Moss and sanders
            	Sun, Venus
          

          
            	Coriander
            	Venus, Saturn
          

        

        
          
            	
              TABLE 1.9. STONES (GEMS) AND PLANETS, 
		SIGNS, OR STAR
            
          

          
            	
              Stone
            
            	
              Planet/Sign/Star
            
          

          
            	Chalcedon
            	Mercury, Scorpio, and Capricorn
          

          
            	Sapphire
            	Jupiter, Sun, and Moon
          

          
            	Emerald
            	Jupiter, Venus, Mercury, and the star Spica
          

          
            	Amethyst
            	Mars, Jupiter, and the star Alchamech
          

          
            	Chrysolite
            	Sun, Venus, Mercury, and the star Falling Vultur
          

          
            	Topaz
            	Sun, and the star Elpheia
          

          
            	Diamond
            	Mars, and the head of Algol (star)
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