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Morley was definitely the Most Famous Monkey. What other Monkey had so many scientific papers written about him or her? What other Monkey has appeared on so many TV shows? What other Monkey has received so many awards? What other Monkey has received the Presidential Medal of Freedom Award?

Indeed, Morley was so famous that many Human Children said that they wanted to be like him when they grew up.

Sure, there were many Primate Actors including Mani the Orangutan who played Clyde alongside Clint Eastwood. Jiggs the Chimpanzee played Cheetah in Tarzan movies. Jonah and Jacob were Chimpanzees who both played Pericles in Planet of the Apes.

There were cartoon Monkeys. Curious George was an Undetermined Species. And Ape was an Ape. He was George of the Jungle’s best friend.

There were the space-faring Chimpanzees Enos and Ham.

There were Monkeys who ran for political office:

	Macaco Tião a Chimpanzee ran for Mayor of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

	Colossus a Gorilla ran for US President. 

	Sir Oran Haut-Ton an Orangutan, ran for UK Parliament in the novel Melincourt. 

	Tom Hall sang about The Monkey That Became the President of the US. 


Finally, there were some Monkeys whom some Humans thought had some degree of intelligence. These included Koko and Michael. They were the Gorillas who communicated with Humans through sign language. Bonnie was an Orangutan who whistled. 

But none of these Monkeys was as famous as Morley.

As you may have noticed, we’re using the term Monkey very liberally here to include all non-Human Primates. 

There are several types of Monkeys – Chimpanzees, Gorillas, Bonobos, Orangutans, Gibbons, Tarsiers, Lemurs, Lorises, Baboons, Mandrills, Langurs, Macaques, Mangabeys, and the list goes on.

Colobus, Surili, Doucs, Marmoset, Muriqui, Tamarins, Capuchins, and the list goes on. 

Titis, Sakis, Uakaris, Pottos, Angwentibes, Galagos, and many others. 

Sorry if we didn’t mention you. But you know who you are.
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Morley was a Chimpanzee. Being a typical Chimpanzee, he was almost four feet tall. Being well fed, he weighed 200 pounds. That, you can look up in many scientific papers about him. They often express his size in metric – 1.2 meters tall and weighing 90 kilograms. 

What those scientific papers won’t tell you is that his height and weight made him a perfect size to be a companion to Jeff. Morley could help Jeff when Jeff asked for help, and sometimes when he didn’t. He could also hide out of the way when Jeff didn’t want him to be seen. 

Morley’s size proved even more beneficial when he became famous. However, we’re getting ahead of ourselves.

Morley was an Eastern Chimpanzee – a Pan Troglodytes Schwienfurthii, scientifically speaking. And as is true of most Eastern Chimpanzees, Morley was born in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo), formerly known as Zaire. DR Congo is known as République Démocratique du Congo in French. French is the most commonly spoken language in that country. 

Morley, being an adventurous youngster, wandered away from his family. He became separated from them and utterly lost. Since there appeared to be no going back, Morley decided to set out on his own and see what there was of the world. 

Morley’s family missed him. Still, they figured that he would run into some other Chimpanzees who would take him in, until news of his disappearance got out. And finally, one day soon, Morley would be returned to them.

But just as the news of his disappearance was getting out, an American Tourist happened to be on Safari in the area. This American Tourist, whose name is lost to history, saw the lonely little Chimp all by himself. 

When Morley cozied up to this American Tourist, he decided to let Morley tag along. 

Morley was more than happy to tag along. He got to ride in a jeep. This would surely let him see much more of the world than he could on foot or by swinging through the trees.

Then one day, the American Tourist had to leave DR Congo and head back to the United States. Morley clung to him. For this was the biggest adventure of Morley’s young life. And Morley wasn’t about to let it end yet. 

So the Tourist bought Morley a seat on the airplane and flew him to his home.

The American Tourist decided to give Morley to a zoo. After all Morley was an orphan as far as this Human knew. And what better place to raise a Monkey than in a Zoo with other Monkeys, he thought. 

If that had happened, who knows if Morley would have ever become so famous. We suspect he would have, but there’s no way to know.

The Tourist was visiting an old friend of his who was a Professor at a local University. The Professor thought that Morley was quite clever. (That’s Humanese for smart, but not smart.) And the Professor thought that Morley would be a good addition to his labs. 

Not that he was going to make Morley a lab specimen. No, dread the thought! The Professor thought that perhaps Morley could help out a little in the labs. That way, his graduate students could get more work done.

The Tourist left Morley with the Professor who was better prepared to care for him. As the tourist departed, he promised Morley that he would be back from time to time to visit him.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Jeff

[image: ]


And that’s how Morley met Jeff.

Jeff was a graduate student at University Sans F. The University was so named, to indicate that no student ever flunked. Sans means Without in French. 

To Jeff, it was University Sans Fin (Without End in French). But he never said that out loud. 

Jeff was what some called a senior graduate student and what others called a perpetual graduate student. Jeff had been a graduate student at the University for 16 years when he met Morley. 

After eight years as a graduate student, Jeff had realized that his grades were good enough to keep being a graduate student. However, his grades were not good enough to help him get a job. Well, they were not good enough to help him get a good paying job.

Every year, Jeff applied for a student loan to cover his costs at the University. Every year, the loan was approved on the assumption that some year he would graduate and start paying back the loan. 

Now, Jeff would have to get a really good paying job to even start paying off his loan. 

So, every year, Jeff returned to the University. And every year he was a graduate student, working in the labs of Professor Wasistname. 

And of course it was Professor Wasistname who took Morley off the Tourist’s hands.

Jeff liked Morley. He found him to be quite helpful, though Morley didn’t always give Jeff the kind of help that he wanted. 

But Jeff figured that was a communication problem. This was strange, because that’s exactly what Morley thought. 

Apparently, Jeff didn’t know about Koko and Michael who used sign language. Or perhaps Jeff thought that wouldn’t apply to Morley, since Morley was not a Gorilla. 

Jeff didn’t want to give pens or pencils to Morley. Who knows, he might try to eat them. Or worse, he might scribble all over the walls. And then Jeff would have to clean up after him. So, Jeff had Morley sit at a computer keyboard and type. 

At first Jeff just let Morley type whatever he wanted to. Of course, nothing Morley typed made any sense to either Jeff or Morley. 

Morley was not trying to communicate. He was just fascinated by hitting various keys and seeing what appeared on the screen. All the time, he was learning which keys made which symbols.

Later on, Jeff would say a word, like Apple, and show Morley an Apple. Then he would say Type and point to the keyboard. Morley would type. And if by chance he got close to Apple, Jeff would give him the Apple. 

If Morley didn’t type anything close to Apple, after a while, Jeff would say, OK, that’s enough for now. Then he would give Morley the Apple anyway.

So, by hit and miss, so to speak, Morley learned to type a few words. Nevertheless, it was more miss than hit.

The next few years, communication went better
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