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And out of the wilderness

The songbird sang:

‘Nothing is what it seems

When it’s a time for new dreams.’

ANON, 20TH CENTURY
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Introduction

These essays are responses to aspects of the times. They are called poetic essays because their meaning is also to be found in their form. In some places a page is compressed into a line.

The aphorism is a tincture that dispenses with superfluous words. A thought ought to persuade by itself, by its truth and balance, the simplicity of its line, the clarity of its contour.

The cue is taken from drawing. A single line can lead the mind to terraces of contemplation. Naturally it depends on the line and the view.

Reading is an inner event. This is its abiding mystery. My art is often about getting out of the way. Sometimes though it is necessary to thunder, to waken with gongs and bells, to draw attention to what is coming, what is being done to us.

New dreaming is essential when times are difficult. It is through imagination that we transform time and compel new futures.

To dream here is synonymous with creating a new world in the mind, then shaping it with love and will. All true dreamers are heroes and heroines in the tough business of making possibilities real in the world.

Every book is a time capsule containing some essence of the period in which it was created. Writers speak to the future through the connecting membrane of time and the mind.

Every true book is a secret record of what the writer wrestled with in themselves and their times, what forces they summoned to help them through.

BEN OKRI

Little Venice, London, 2019


A Time for New Dreams
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Ben Okri won the Booker prize in 1991 for The Famished Road. He has published ten novels, four volumes of short stories, four books of essays, and four collections of poems. His work has been translated into more than twenty-six languages. He also writes plays and filmscripts. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, a vice-president of English PEN and has been awarded the OBE as well as numerous international prizes and honorary doctorates. Born in Nigeria, he lives in London.
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